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The Early English Text Society was started by Dr. Fumivall in 1864 for the 
purpose of bringing the mass of Old English Literature within the reach of the 
ordinary student, and of wiping away the reproach under which England had long 
rested, of having felt little interest in the monuments of her early language and life. 

On the starting of the Society, so many Texts of importance were at once taken in 
hand by its Editors, that it became necessary in 1867 to open, besides the Original 
Series with which the Society began, an Extra Series which should be mainly devoted 
to fresh editions of all that is most valuable in printed MSS. and Caxton's and other 
black-letter books, though first editions of MSS. will not be excluded when the con- 
venience of issuing them demands their inclusion in the Extra Series. 

During the forty-three years of the Society's existence, it has produced, with 
whatever shortcomings, and at a cost of over £30,000, an amount of good solid 
work for which all students of our Language, and some of our Literature, must be 
grateful, and which has rendered possible the beginnings (at least) of proper 
Histories and Dictionaries of that Language and Literature, and has illustrated 
the thoughts, the life, the manners and customs of our forefathers and foremothers. 

But the Society's experience has shown the very small number of those inheritors 
of the speech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, who care two guineas a year for 
the records of that speech. ' Let the dead past bury its dead ' is still the cry of Great 
Britain and her Colonies, and of America, in the matter of language. The Society 
has never had money enough to produce the Texts that could easily have been got 
ready for it ; and many Editors are now anxious to send to press the work they have 
prepared. The necessity has therefore arisen for trying to increase the number of 
the Society's members, and to induce its well-wishers to help it by gifts of money, 
either in one sum or by instalments. The Committee trust that every Member will 
bring before his or her friends and acquaintances the Society's claims for liberal 
support. Until all Early English MSS. are printed, no proper History of our 
Language or Social Life is possible. 

The Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is £1 Is, a year 
for the Original Series, and £1 Is, for the Extra Series, due in advance on the 
1st of January, and should be paid by Cheque, Postal Order, or Money Order, crost 
* Union of London and Smith's Bank,* to the Hon. Secretary, W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 
67 Victoria Rd., Finsbury Park, London, N. Members who want their Texts posted 
to them, must add to their prepaid Subscriptions Is. for the Original Series, and Is. 
for the Extra Series, yearly. The Society's Texts are also sold separately at the 

" them in the Lists ; but Members can get back-Texts at one -third 
Bt-prices by sending the cash for them in advance to the Hon. 



Original and Extra Series Books , 1905-1908. 3 

17 The Society intends to complete, as soon as its funds will allow, the Reprints of its 
oQt-of-print Texts of the year 1866, and also of nos. 20, 26, and 33. Dr. Otto Gianning has 
andertaken SeinU Marherete; and Dr. Fumivall has HaZi Meidenhad in type. As the cost 
of these Reprints, if they were not needed, would have been devoted to fresh Texts, the 
Reprints will be sent to all Members in lieu of such Texts. Though cidled 'Reprints,' 
these books are new editions, generally with valuable additions, a fact not noticed by a 
few careless receivers of them, who have complained that they already had the volumes. 

IToyember 1906,^^ gratifying gift is to be made to the Society. The American owner 
of the unique MSS. of the Works of John Metham — whose Romance of Amoryus and Cleopas 
was sketcht by Dr. Fumivall last year in his new edition of Political, Religums arid Love 
PoemSj No. 15 in the Society's Original Series — has promist to give the Society an edition 
of his MS. prepared by Dr. Hardin Craig of Princeton, and it will be issued this year as 
No. 132 of the Original Series. The giver hopes that his example may be followed by other 
folk, as the support hitherto given to the Society is so far below that which it deserves. 

T^ie Original-Series Texts for 1905 were No. 127, Part II of An Alphabet of Tales, 
a very interesting collection of stories for Sermons, &c., englisht in the Northern Dialect, 
about 1440, from the Latin Alphabetum Narraiixmum, and edited by Mrs. M. M. Banks 
from the unique MS. in the King's Library in the British Museum ; No. 128, Part II of the 
Medieval Records of a LoTidon City Church (St. Mary-at-Hill), a.d. 1420-1569, copied and 
edited by Mr. Henry Littlehales from the Church Records in the Guildhall, the cost of the 
setting and corrections of the text being generously borne by its Editor. This Part has 
a full and excellent Index to the whole volume compiled by Mr. J. J. Munro. No. 129, 
Part I of the englishing, ab. 1450 a.d., of the Deeds in the Register of Oodstow Nuniiery. 

The Original-Series Texts for 1906 will be No. 130, Part II of the englishing, ab. 1450 
A.D., of the Deeds in the Register of Oodstow Nunnery, edited from the unique MSS. by the 
Rev. Andrew Clark, LL.D. ; No. 131, The Brut, or TJie Chronicles of England, edited from 
the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie, Part I, and No. 132, John Metham* s Works mentiond above. 

Among the Texts for 1907 and 1908 will be Part II of The Brut, Part III of the Alphabet 
of Tales, edited by Mrs. M. M. Banks, Part III of the English Register of Oodstow Nunnery^ 
and the English Cartulary of Osen^y Abbey, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark, and Part I 
of the Covmtry Leet Book, copied and edited for the Society by Miss M. Dormer Harris — 
Iielpt by a contribution from the Common Council of the City : — it will be publisht by the 
Society as its contribution to our knowledge of the provincial city life of the 15th century. 
Future Texts wOl be Part III of Robert of Brunne's Handlyng Synne, edited by Dr. 
Fumivall, with a Glossary of Wm. of Wadington's French words in his Manuel des Pechez, 
and comments on them, by Mr. Dickson- Brown ; Part II of the Exeter Book — Anglo-Saxon 
Poems from the unique MS. in Exeter Cathedral— re-edited by Israel GoUancz, M.A. ; 
Part II of Prof. Dr. Holthausen's Vices and Vi/rtues; Part II of Jacob* s Well, edited by 
Dr. Brandeis ; the Alliterative Siege of Jerusalem, edited by the late Prof. Dr. E. Kolbing 
and Prof. Dr. Kalnza ; an Introduction and Glossary to the Minor Poems of the Vernon MS. 
by H. Hartley, M.A»; Alain Chartier's QuadrUogu^, edited from the unique MS. Univ. Coll. 
Oxford MS. No. 85, by Prof. J. W. H. Atkins of Aberystwyth. Canon Wordsworth of 
Marlborough has given the Society a copy of the Leofric Canonical Rule, Latin and Anglo- 
Saxon, Parker MS. 191, C. C. C. Cambridge, and Prof. Napier will edit it, with a fragment 
of the englisht Capitula of Bp. Theodulf : it is now at press. 

The Extra-Series Texts for 1905 were No. XCIV, Respublica, a.d. 1553, A Play on the 
Social Condition of England at the Accession of Q. Mary, edited by Leonard A. Magnus, 
LL.B, ; No. XCV, The Legend of the Holy Or ail (Part V of Lovelich's History of the Grail) 
by Miss Dorothy Kempe ; XCVI, Myrc*s Festial, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. Erbe, Pt. I. 
The Extra-Series Texts for 1906, &c., will be chosen from No. XCVII, Lydgate*s Troy 
Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen, Part I ; No. XCVIII, Skclton's 
^o^ificeTice, edited by Dr. R. L. I.'amsay, with a special Introduction ; No. XCIX, T?ie 
fjmance of Emare, re-edited by Miss E. Rickert, Ph.D. ; The Harrowing of Hell, four 
parallel Texts, re-edited by Prof. Hulme, with an Introduction tracing the history of the 
Ugend from the' East; Ballads and Carols from Jn. Hyde's Balliol MS., edited by Dr. 
li. Dyboski ; The Owl and Nightingale, two parallel Texts, edited by Mr. G. F. H. Sykes ; 
Dr. Erbe's re-edition of Myrc's Festial, Part II ; Dr. M. Konrath's re-edition of William 
'/ Shoreham^s Poems, Part II ; Prof. Erdmann's re-edition of Lydgate's Siege of Thebes 
(issued also by the Chaucer Society) ; Prof. I. GoUancz's re-edition of two Alliterative 
Poems, Winner and Waster, &c., ab. 1360; Dr. Norman Moore's re-edition of T?ie Book 
«/ the Foundation of St, Bartholomew's Hospital, London, from the unique MS. ab. 1425, 
which gives an account of the Founder, Rahere, and the miraculous cures wrought at the 
Hospital; The Craft of Nombrynge, with other of the earliest englisht Treatises on 
Aritiunetic, edited by R. Steele, B.A. ; and Miss Warren's two-text edition of The Dance 
of Death from the Ellesmere and other MSS. 

These Extra-Series Texts ought to be completed by their Editors : the Second Part of 
ihe prose Romance of Meltisine — Introduction, with ten facsimiles of the best woodblocks of 
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the old foreign black-letter editions, Glossary, &c., by A. K. Donald, 6. A. (now in India) ; 
and a new edition of the famous Early-English Dictionary (English and Latin), Promptoriutn 
Parvuloruniy from the Winchester MS., ab. 1440 A.D. : in this, the Editor, the Rev. A. L. 
Mayhew, M. A., will follow and print his MS. not only in its arrangement of nouns first, and 
verbs second, under every letter of the Alphabet, but also in its giving of the flexions of the 
words. The Society's edition will thus be the first modem one that really represents its 
originflil, a point on which Mr. Mayhew's insistence will meet with the sympathy of all 
our Members. 

Later Texts for the Extra Series will include The Three Kings* Sons, Part II, the 
Introduction, &c., by Prof. Dr. Leon Kellner ; Part II of The Cheater Plays, re-edited from 
the MSS., with a full collation of the formerly missing Devonshire MS., by Mr. G. England 
and Dr. Matthews ; Prof. Jespersen's editions of John Hart's Orthographic (MS. 1651 a.d. ; 
blackletter 1669), and Method to tea>ch Beading, 1570 ; Deguilleville's Pilgrimage of the 
Sowle, in English prose, edited by Prof. Dr. L. Kellner. (For the three prose versions 
of TTie Pilgritnage of the Life of Man — two English, one French — ^an Editor is wanted. ) 
Members are askt to realise the fact that the Society has now 50 years' work on its Lists, — 
at its present rate of production, — and that there is from 100 to 200 more years' work to 
come after that. The year 2000 will not see finisht all the Texts that the Society ought to 
print. The need of more Members and money is pressing. Offers of help from willing 
Editors have continually to be declined because the Society has no funds to print their Texts. 

An urgent appeal is hereby made to Members to increase the list of Subscribers to the 
E. E. Text Society. It is nothing less than a scandal that the Hellenic Society should have 
nearly 1000 members, while the Early English Text Society has not 300 ! 

Before his death in 1895, Mr. G. N. Currie was preparing an edition of the 15th and 16th 
century Prose Versions of Guillaume de Deguilleville's Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, with 
the French prose version by Jean Gallopes, from Lord Aldenham's MS., he having generously 
promist to pay the, extra cost of printing the French text, and engraving one or two of the 
illuminations in bis MS. But Mr. Currie, when on his deathbed, charged a friend to burn 
all his MSS. which lay in a corner of his room, and unluckily all the E. E. T. S.'s copies of 
the Deguilleville prose versions were with them, and were burnt with them, so that the 
Society will be put to the cost of fresh copies, Mr. Currie having died in debt. 

Guillaume de Deguilleville, monk of the Cistercian abbey of Chaalis, in the diocese of 
Senlis, wrote his first verse Pklerinaige de V Homme in 1330-1 when he was 36.^ Twenty-five 
(or six) years after, in 1355, he revised his poem, and issued a second version of it,^ a revision 
of which was printed ab. 1500. Of the prose representative of the first version, 1330-1, 
a prose Englishing, about 1430 a.d., was edited by Mr. Aldis Wright for the Roxburghe Club 
in 1869, from MS. Ff. 5. 30 in the Cambridge University Library. Other copies of this prose 
English are in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, Q. 2. 26 ; Sion College, London ; and the 
Laud Collection in the Bodleian, no. 740. ^ A copy in the Northern dialect is MS. G. 21, in 
St. John's Coll., Cambridge, and this is the MS. which will be edited for the E. E. Text 
Society. The Laud MS. 740 was somewhat condenst and modernised, in the 17th century, 
into MS. Ff. 6. 30, in the Cambridge University Library:* "The Pilgrime or the Pil- 
grimage of Man in this World," copied by Will. Baspoole, whose copy "was verbatim 
written by Walter Parker, 1645, and from thence transcribed by G. G. 1649 ; and from thence 
by W. A. 1665." This last copy may have been read by, or its story reported to, Bunyan, 
and may have been the groundwork of his Pilgrim's Progress. It will be edited for the E. 
Ei T. Soc, its text running under the earlier English, as in Mr. Herrtage's edition of the 
Oesta Poman>orum for the Society. In February 1464,* Jean Gallopes — a clerk of Angers, 
afterwards chaplain to John, Duke of Bedford, Regent of France — turned Deguilleville's first 
verse P^lerinaige into a prose PHerinage de la vie humuine.^ By the kindness of Lord Alden- 
ham, as above mentiond, Gallopes's French text will be printed opposite the early prose 
northern Englishing in the Society's edition. 

The Second Version of Deguilleville's Pi^Zeriwaigre de V Homme, a.d. 1355 or -6, was englisht 
in verse by Lydgate in 1426. Of Lydgate's poem, the larger part is in the Cotton MS. 
Vitellius C. xiii (leaves 2-308). This MS. leaves out Chaucer's englishing of Deguilleville's 
ABC or Prayer to the Virgin, of which the successive stanzas start with A, B, C, and run all 
thro' the alphabet ; and it has 2 main gaps, besides many small ones from the tops of leaves 
being burnt in the Cotton fire. All these gaps (save the ABC) have been fild up from the 
Stowe MS. 952 (which old John Stowe completed) and from the end of the other imperfect 
MS. Cotton, Tiberius A vii. Thanks to the diligence of the old Elizabethan tailor and 

1 He was bom about 1295. See Abb6 Godjet's BibliotUqiie fran^ise, Vol. IX, p. 73-4.— P. M. The 
Roxburghe Club printed the 1st version in 1893. 

2 ITio Roxburghe Club's copy of this 2nd version was lent to Mr. Currie, and unluckily burnt too with 
his other MSS. 

8 These 3 MSS. have not yet been collated, but are believed to be all of the same version. 

* Another MS. is in the Pepys Library. 

B Aecording to Lord Aldenham's MS. 

6 These were printed in France, late in the 15th or early in the 16th century. 
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manoscript-loTer, a complete text of Lydgate's poem has been fnven. The British Museum 
French MSS. (Harleian 4399', and Additional 22, 937 ^ and 25,694») are all of the First Version. 
Besides his first Pilerinaige de Vhomme in its two versions, DeguiUeville wrote a second, 
"de Tame separee du corps,'* and a third, 'Me nostre seigneur lesus." Of the second, a prose 
Eaglislung of 1413, Hie Pilgrimage of the Sowle (with poems by Hoccleve, already pnnted 
for the Society with that author's Regement of Princes), exists in the Egerton MS. 616,* at 
Hatfield, Cambridge (Univ. Kk. 1. 7, and Cains), Oxford (Univ. ColL and Corpus), and in Cax- 
ton's edition of 1483. This version has 'somewhat of addicions' as Caxton says, and some 
shortenings too, as the maker of both, the first translater, tells us in the MSS. Caxton leaves 
out the earlier englisher's interesting Epilog in the Egerton MS. This prose englishing of 
the Smle will be edited for the Society by Prof. Dr. Cbou Kellner after that of the Man is 
finisht, and will have Gallopes's French opposite it, from Lord Aldenham's MS., as his gift 
to the Society. Of the Pilgrimage of Jesus, no englishing is known. 

As to the MS. Anglo-Saxon Psalters, Dr. Hy. Sweet has edited the oldest MS., the 
I Vespasian, in his Oldest English Texts for the Society, and Mr. Harsley has edited the 
! latest, c. 1150, Eadwine's Canterbury Psalter. The other MSS., except the Paris one, being 
' interlinear versions, — ^some of the Roman-Latin redaction, and some of the Gallican, — ProC 
I Logeman has prepared for press, a Psuradlel-Text edition of the first twelve Psalms, to start the 
1 complete work. He will do his best to get the Paris Psalter — tho' it is not an interlinear 
one— into this collective edition ; but the additional matter, especiall]^ in the Verse-Psalms, 
\ is veiy difficult to manage. If the Paris text cannot be parallelised, it will form a separate 
< volume. The Early English Psalters are all independent versions, and will follow separately 
in due course. 

ThroQgh the good ofl&ces of the Examiners, some of the books for the Early-English Ex- 
aminations of the University of London will be chosen from the Society's publications, the 
Committee having undertaken to supply such books to students at a large redaction in price. 
The net profits from these sales will be applied to the Society's Reprints. 

Members are reminded that fresh Subscribers are always wanted, and that the Committee 
can at anytime, on short notice, send to press an additional Thousand Pounds' worth of work. 

The Subscribers to the Original Series must be prepared for the issue of the whole of the 
Early English Lives of Saints, sooner or later. The Society cannot leave out any of them, 
even though some are dull. The Sinners would doubtless be much more interesting. But in 
many Saints* Lives will be found valuable incidental details of our forefathers* social state, 
and all are worthfal for the history of our language. The Lives may be lookt on as the 
religions romances or story-books of their period. 

The Standard Collection of Saints' Lives in the Corpus and Ashmole MSS. , the Harleian 

MS. 2277, &c. will repeat the Laud set, our No. 87, with additions, and in right order. (The 

. foundation MS. (Laud 108) had to be printed first, to prevent quite unwieldy collations.) The 

; Supplementary Lives from the Vernon and other MSS. will form one or two separate volumes. 

Besides the Saints' Lives, Trevisa's englishing of Bartholomceiis de ProprietcUibus Rerum, 

the mediaeval Cyclopaedia of Science, &c., will be the Society's next big undertaking. Dr. 

I R. Yon Fleischhacker will edit it. Prof. Napier of Oxford, wishing to have the tooIc of 

I our MS. Anglo-Saxon in type, and accessible to students, will edit for the Society all the 

unprinted and other Anglo-Saxon Homilies which are not included in Thorpe's edition of 

^Elfric's prose,** Dr. Morris's of the Blickling Homilies, and Prof. Skeat's of -^Ifric's Metrical 

, Homilies. The late Prof. Kolbing left complete his text, for the Society, of the Ancren 

KmU, from the best MS., with collations of the other four, and this will be edited for the 

Society by Dr. Thiimmler. Mr. Harvey means to prepare an edition of the three MSS. of 

the Earliest English Metrical Psalter, one of whicn was edited by the late Mr. Stevenson 

for the Surtees Society. 

Members of the Society will learn with pleasure that its example has been followed, not 

I only by the Old French Text Society which has done such admirable work under its founders 

Profs. Paul Meyer and Gaston Paris, but also by the Early Russian Text Society, which was 

set on foot in 1877, and has since.issued many excellent editions of old MS. Chronicles, &c. 

Members will also note with pleasure the annexation of large tracts of our Early English 

, territory by the important German contingent, the late Professors Zupitza and Kolbing, the 

' living Hausknecht, Einenkel, Haenisch, Kaluza, Hupe, Adam, Holthausen, Schick, Herzfeld, 

Hrandeis, Sieper, Konrath, Wiilfing, &c. Scandinavia has also sent us Prof. Erdmann and 

Dr. E. A. Eock ; Holland, Prof. H. Logeman, who is now working in Belgium ; France, Prof. 

^ Paul Meyer — with Gaston Paris as adviser (alas, now dead) ; — Italy, Prof. Lattanzi ; Austria, 

1 16th cent., containing only the Vii humaine. 
I ^ 16th cent., containing all the 3 Pilgrimages, the Srd being Jesus Christ's. 
I ' 14th cent., containing the VU humaine and the 2nd Pilgrimage, de I'Ame : both incomplete. 

* Ab. 1480, 106 leaves (leaf 1 of text wanting), with illuminations of nice little devils— red, green, tawny, 
; &C.— 4ind damnd souls, fires, angels, Ac. 

s Of these, Mr. Harsley is preparing a new edition, with collations of all the MSS. Many copies of 
Thorpe's book, not issued by the .£lfric Society, are still in stock. 

Of the Vercelli Homilies, the Society has bought the copy made by Prof. G. Lattanzi. 
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Dr. von Fleischhacker; while America is represented by the late Prof. Child, by Dr. Mary Noyes 
Colvin, Miss Rickert, Profs. Mead, McKnight, Triggs, Perrin, Craig, &c. The sympathy, the 
ready help, which the Society's work has cald forth from the Continent and the United 
States, have been among the pleasantest experiences of the Society's life, a real aid and cheer 
amid all troubles and discouragements. All our Members are grateful for it, and recognise 
that the bond their work has woven between them and the lovers of language and antiquity 
across the seas is one of the most welcome results of the Society's efforts. 



ORIGINAL SERIES. 

1. Barly English Allitarative Poems, ab. 1860 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. B. Morris. 16s. 1 804 

2. Artfaur, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Fnmivall, M.A. 4j. •• 

3. Lander on the Dewtie of Kyngis, fto., 1556, ed. F. HaU, D.C.L. U. *. 

4. Sir (Hwayne and the Green Knight, ab. 1360, ed. Rev. Dr. B. Morris. 10<. , , 

5. Hnme's Orthographie and Oongroitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Wheatley. U. 1 865 

6. Lanoelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. Ss. 

7. Genesis ft Exodns, ab. 1250, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Moiris. Bt, • * 

8. Morte Arthure, ab. 1440, ed. B. Brock. 7f. 

9. Thynne on Speght's ed. of Ohanoer, a.d. 1599, ed. Dr. Q. Eingsley and Dr. F. J. FomivaU. 10c 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2«. 6(2. 

11. Lyndesay's Monarohe, fto., 1552, Part I., ed. J. Small, M.A. St. ,. 

12. Wright's Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Fnmivall, M. A. U. 

13. Seinte Kariierete, 1200-1S80, ed. Bev. O. Cockayne : re-edited l^ Dr. Otto Glauning. [Out of print. 1 866 

14. Kyng Horn, Floris and Blanoheflonr, fto., ed. Bev. J. B. Lumby, D.D. , re-ed. Dr. Q. H. McKnight. S«. ,. 

15. PoUtioal, Beligions, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 7s. 6(2. „ 

16. The Book of Q,ninte Essence, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Fumivall. Is. ,. 

17. Parallel Eztraots from 46 MSB. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. Is. , , 

18. Hali Meidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Bev. O. Cockayne, re-edited by Dr. F. J. Fumivall. [At Press. 

19. Lyndesay's Monarohe, fto., Part IL,ed. J. Small, M.A. 8s. 6(2. ,. 

20. Hampole's English Prose Treatises, ed. Bev. Q. Q. Perry. Is. [At Press. „ 

21. Merlin, Part IL, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4s. 

22. Pai^tenay or Lusignen, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat 6s. „ 

23. Dan Miohel's Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. 10s. 6(2. , , 

24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Devils, Ae> , ab. 1430, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 8s 1 867 

25. The Staeions of Home, the Pilgrims' Bea-voyage, with Olene Maydenhod, ed. F. J. Fumivall. Is. , , 

26. Religious Pieoes in Prose and Verse, from B. Thomton's MS., ed. Bev. G. Q. Perry. 2s. [At Press. , , 

27. Levins's Manipolus Vooabnlorum, a ryming Dictionary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12s. , , 

28. William' s Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 a.d. ; Text A, Fart I. , ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. , , 

29. Old English Homilies (ab. 1220-80 a.d.}. Series I, Part I. Edited by Bev. Dr. B. Morris. 7s. 

30. Pierce the Plonghmans Orede, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 2s. 

3 1. Myro's Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 a.d. , ed. E. Peacock. 4s. 1 86S 

32. Early English Meals and Manners : the Boke of Norture of John Russell, the Bokes of Kemynge, 

Ourtasye, and Demeanor, the Babees Book, TJrbaaitatis, fto. , ed. F. J. Fnmivall. 12s. , , 

33. The Knight de la Tour Landry, ab. 1440 a.d. A Book for Daughters, ed. T. Wright, M. A. [Reprinting. 

34. Old English HomiUes (before 1800 a.d.). Series I, Part II. , ed. B. Morris, LL.D. 8s. 

35. Lyndesay's Works, Part III. : The Historic and Testament of Squyer Meldmm, ed. F. Hall. 2s. , , 

36. Merlin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. S. Stuart Glennie. 12s. 1869 

37. Sir David Lyndesay's Works, Part IV. , Ane Batyre of the Three Estaits. Ed. F. Hall, D.C.L. 4s. 

38. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, Fart II. Text B. Ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 10s. 6(2. 

39. Alliterative Romanoe of the Destmotion of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson A G. A. Panton. Ft. I. 10s. 6<2. 

40. English Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 a.d. Edit. Toulmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Essay on Gilds and Trades-Unions, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21s. 1 870 

41. William Lauder's Minor Poems. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. Ss. 

42. Bemardus De Oura Rei Famuliazis, Early Scottish Prophecies, Ac. Ed. J. B. Lumby, M. A. 2s. 

43. Ratis Raving, and other Moral and Beligious Pieces. Ed. J. B Lumby, M. A. 8s. 

44. The Alliterative Romanoe of Joseph of Arimathie, or The Holy Grail : from the Vemon MS. ; 

with W. de Worde's and Fynson's Lives of Joseph : ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 5s. 1 871 

45. Eing Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Gregory's Pastoral Oare, edited from 2 MSB., with an 

English translation, by Henry Sweet, Esq. , B. A. , Balliol College, Oxford. Part I. 10s. 

46. Legends of the Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Cross Poons, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. 10s. 

47. Sir David Lyndesay's Works, Part V., ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 8s. 

48. The Times' Whistle, and other Poems, by B. C, 1616 ; ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6s. ,, 

49. An Old English MisoeUany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, and 

Beligious Poems of the 13th cent, ed. fh>m the M8S. by the Bev. B. Morris, LKD. 10s. 1872 

50 Xing Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Gregory's Pastoral Oare, ed. H. Sweet, M. A. Part II. 10s. , ^ 

51 The Life of St Juliana, 2 versions, a.d. 1230, with translations ; ed. T. O. Cockayne A E. Brock. 2s. , , 
52. Palladius on Hnsbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a. d.), ed. Bev. Barton Lodge, M.A. Part I. 10s. , , 

" 53. Old-English Homilies, Series II., and three Hymns to the Virgin and God, 18th-century, with 

toe music to two of them, in old and modem notation ; ed. Bev. B. Morris, LKD. 8s. 1873 
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The Onginat Series of the " Early English Text Society,** 7 

54. The Tinon of Pien Plowman, Text G : Biohard the Bedeles (by WillUm, the author of the KMm) 

and The Growned Xing ; Part III. , ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 16». 1878 

55. Cteneiydes, a Bomance, ab. 1440 a.d., ed. W. Aldis Wright, M. A. Part I. 3s. „ 

56. The Gect Hystoriale of the Deatraetion of Troy, In alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldson, Esq., 

and the late Bev. Q. A. Panton. Part II. 10«. M, 1874 

57. The Early "gw giiA Version of the '* Cursor Mundi " ; in four Texts, edited by the Rev. R. Morris, 

ILA., LiIkD. Part I, with 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10<. 6d. „ 

5S. The BlieUing Homilies, 971 l.D., ed. Bev. B. Morris, LL.D. Part I. Ss, „ 

59. The " Onraor Xundi," in four Texts, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. Part II. 15«. 187& 

60. Xeditaoyuns on the Soper of our Lorde (by Bobert of Brunne), edited by J. M. Cowper. it.6d. „ 

61. The Bromanoe and Prophecies of Thomas of Erceldoune, f^om 5 MS8. ; ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10«. 6d, ,, 

62. The ** Ganor Xundi," in four Texts, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. Part III. 15<. 1876 

63. The BlieUing HomiliM, 971 a.d., ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. Part II. 7«. „ 

64. Prancis Thynne's EmUeames and Epigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. F. J. FumivaU. 7s. „ 

65. Be Bemea Ba^e (Bede's De Die Jvdicii)^ Ac., ed. J. B. Lumby, B.D. 2s. ,, 
^. The ** Oiizsor Hundi," in four Texts, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. Part lY., with 2 autotypes. 10<. 1877 

67. Botes on Piers Plowman, by the Bev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. Parti. 21«. ,, 

68. The " Ovrsor Mundi," in 4 Texts, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris Part Y. 26i. 1878 

69. Adam Davie's 5 Breams about Edward XL, fto., ed. F Fnmivall, M.A. St. „ 

70. Oenerydes, a Bomance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. is. „ 

71. The Lay Polks Kass-Book, four texts, ed. Bev. Canon Simmons. 25s. 1879 

72. Palladina on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a.d.). Part II. Ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 16<. „ 

73. The Bliokling Homilies, 971 A.D., ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. Part III. 10«. 1880 

74. Tg«c^?«^ Works of Wyolif, hitUerto unprinted, ed. F. D. Matthew, Esq. 20«. „ 

75. Catholicon Anglicum, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Monson's MS. a.d. 1483, ed., with 

Introduction A Notes, by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. ; and with a Preface by H. B. Wheatley. 20<. 1881 

76. Aelfrio's Metxioal Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott. Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 10«. ,, 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 25<. 1882 

78. The Fifty Earliest English Wills, in the Court of Probate, 1387-1489, ed, by F. J. FumivaU, M.A. 7i. „ 

79. King Alfred's Orosius, from Lord ToUemache's 9th century MS., Part I, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 1S<. 16815 
79 6. Extra Volume. Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 15«. ,, 
30. The Early-English Life of St Xatherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 12«. 1884 
SI. Piers Plowman : Notes, Glossary, Ac. Part lY, completing the work, ed. Bev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. 18i. ,, 
32. Aelfric's Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7., ed. Bev. Prof. Skeat, M.A., LL.D. Part II. 12«. 1885 

53. The Oldest English Texts, Charters, ftc, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 20<. ,^ 

54. Additional Analogs to ' The Wright's Chaste Wife,' No. 12, by W. A. Clouston. Is. 188*6 
85. The Three Kings of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 17«. 

56. Prose Lives of Women Saints, ab. 1610 A.D.t ed. firom the unique MS. by Dr. C. Horstmann. 12s. 

57. Early English Terse Lives of Saints (earliest version). Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20s. 1887 
38. Hy. Bradshaw's Life of St Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 10s. ,, 

89. Tioea and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 a.d., ed. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part I. 8s. 1888 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of St Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12s. „ 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Cookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450, edited by Mr. T. Austin. 10s. ,, 

92. Eadwine'sCanterburyPsalter, from the Trin. Cambr.MS., ab. 1150 A.D.,ed. F. Harsley, B.A. Pt. I. 12s. 1889 

93. Befensor's Liber Sointillarum, edited from the MSS. by Ernest Bhodes. B.A. 12s. „ 

94. Aelfrie'sHetrioal Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part III., ed. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 12s. 1890 

95. The Old-English version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Part I, § 1. 18s. ,, 

96. The Old-English version of Bede's Eoolesiastioal History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pt. I, § 2. 15s. 1891 

97. The Earliest English Prose Psalter, edited from its 2 MSS. by Dr. E. D. Buelbring. Part I. 15s. 

98. Kinor Poems of the Vernon HS., Part I., ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20s. 1892 

99. Cursor Mundi Part YI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. 10s. „ 

100. Capgrave's Life of St Katharine, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann, with Forewords by Dr. FumivaU. 20s. 1893 

101. Cursor Mundi Part YII. Essay on the MSS., their Dialects, &c., by Dr. H. Hupe. 10s. ,, 

102. Laafrano's Cirurgie, ab. 1400 a.d., ed. Dr. B. von Fleischhacker. Part I. 20s. 1894 

103. The Legend of the Cross, fh)m a 12th century MS., ftc., ed. Prof. A. S. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 7s. 6d. ,, 

104. The Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-edited from the unique MS. by I. GoIIancz, M.A. Part I. 20s. 1895 

105. The Prymer or Lay-Polks' Prayer-Book, Camb. Univ. MS., ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10s. ,, 

106. B. Misyn's Fire of Love and Mending of Life (Hampole), 1434, 1435, ed. Bev. B. Harvey, M.A. 15s. 1896 

107. The English Conquest of Ireland, a.d. 1166-1185, 2 Texts, 1425, 1440, Pt I., ed. Dr. Fumivall. 15s. „ 

108. Ohild-Maniages and -Bivoroes, Trothplights, ftc. Chester Depositions, 1561-6, ed. Dr. Fumivall. 15s. 1807 

109. The Prymer or Lay-Folks Prayer-Book, ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. 10s. ,, 

110. The Old-English Version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, §1. 15s. 1898 

1 11. The Old-English Version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, § 2. 15s. , , 

112. Merlin, Part lY : Outlines of the Legend of Merlin, by Prot W. E. Mead. Ph.D. 15s. 1800 

113. doaen E&zabeth's Englishings of Boethius. Plutarch ftc. ftc, ed. Miss Q. Pemberton. 15s. , , 

114. Aelfirio's Metrical Lives of Saints, Part lY and last, ed. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 10s. 1900 

115. Jacob's Well, edited trom the uniqne Salisbury Catjiedral MS. by Dr. A. Brandeis. Part' I. 10s. ,, 

116. An Old-English Martyrology, re-edited by Dr. G. Herzfeld. 10s. „ 

117. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS., edited by Dr. F. J. Fumivall. Part II. 15s. 1901 

118. The Lay Folks' Catechism, ed. by Canon Simmons and Bev. H. E. NoUoth, M. A. 5«. 
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119. Robert of Brunne'a Eandlyng Bynno (1803), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr.Fumivall. Ft. I. 10«. 1901 

120. The Bule of Bt. Benet, in Northern Prose and Verse, & Caxton's Summary ,'ed. Dr. E. A. Rock. 15s. 1002 

121. The Laud HS. Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J, B. Wolfing. Part I. 15«: „ 

122. The Land HS. Troy-Book, ed. from the imique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. E. WOIfing. Part II. 20s. 1903 
128. Robert of Bnume'a Haadljaig Bynne (1308), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr. Fumivall. Pt. II. 10«. , , 

124. Twenty-six Folitioal and other Poems from Digby MS. 102 &c., ed. by Dr. J. Kail. Parti. 10«. 1904 

125. Medieval Records of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10«. „ 

126. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part I. 10«. ,, 

127. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part II. 10«. 1905 

128. Hedieval Records of a Londen City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. 10s. ,, 

129. The English Register of Gk)d8tow Nunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Pt. I. 10s. , , 

130. The English Register of Oodstow Nunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Pt. II. 15s. 1906 

131. The Brut, or Chronicle of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Part I. [At Press. ,, 

132. John Metiiam's Works, edited from the unique MS. by Dr. Hardin Craig. ,, 
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EXTRA SERIES. 

2%« Publications for 1867-1901 (one guinea each year) are :— 

I. WiWn%rtlgntoe ; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 13s. 1 867 

II. Early &igliiA>rqnunoiation with especial Reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, by A. J. Ellis, 
F.R.8. PartL lOii. 

III. Caxton's Book of Curt^e, in Three Versions. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 5«. 1868 

IV. Havelokthe^ane. Rented by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10s. 

V. Chauoer'sBoethins. Edited from the two best MSS. by Rev. Dr. R. Morris 12s. 
VL Chevelere Assigne. Re-edited from the unique MS. by Lord Aldenham, M.A. Ss. 

VII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Part IL 10s. 1869 

VIII. aueene EUzabethes Aohademy, ftc. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. Essays on early Italian and German 
Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 13s. 

IX. Awdetoy's Fratemitye of Vaoabondes, Harman's Caveat, ftc. Ed. E. Viles A F. J. Fumivall. 7s. 6d. 

X. Andrew Boorde's Introduction of Knowledge, 1547, Dyetary of Helth, 1642, Barnes in Defence of the 
Berde, 1543-8. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18s. 1870 

XI. Barbour's Bruce, Pa rti. Ed. from MSS. and editions, by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12s. „ 

XII. England in Henry VIIL's Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole A Lupset, by Thorn. Starkey, 
Chaplain to Henry Vin. Ed. J. M. Cowper. Part IL 12s. (Part L is No. XXXII, 1878, 8s.) 1871 

XIIL A SuppUcaoyon of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., ed. F. J. Fumivall; with A SuppU- 
oation to our Moste Soueraigne Lorde ; A Supplication of the Foore Commons ; and The Deoaye of 
England by the Great Multitude of Sheep, ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6s, 

XIV. Early ^lish Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part IIL 10s. 

XV. Robert Crowley's Thirty-One Epigrams, Voyce of the Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth, ftc, a.d. 
1550-1, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12s. 1872 

XVI. Chaucer's Treatise on the Astrolabe. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 6s. 

XVII. The Complaynt of Sootlande, 1549 a.d. , with 4 Tracts (1542-48), ed. Dr. Murray. Part L 10s. 

XVIII. The Complaynt of Sootlande, 1549 a.d., ed. Dr. Murray. Part IL 8i. 187s 

XIX. Dure Ladyes Myroure, a.d. 1530, ed. Rev. J. H. Blunt, M. A. 24s. 

XX. Lovelich's History of the Holy OraU (ab. 1460 a.d.), ed. F. J. FumivaU, M. A., Ph.D. Part I 8s 1874 

XXI. Barbour's Bruce, Part IL, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 4s. 

XXII. Henry Brinklow's CompUynt of Roderyck Mors (ab. 1542) : and The Lamentacion of a Christian 
against the Citie of London, made by Roderigo Mors, a,d. 1545. Ed. J. M. Cowper. 9s. 

XXIII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Part IV. 10s. 

XXIV. Lovelich'sHiatery ofthe Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.'D. PartIL lOs. 1875 

XXV. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitza. Part I. 20s. 

XXVI. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitza. Part II. 14s. 18*76 

XXVII. Bp. Fisher's English Works (died 1535), ed. by Prof. J. E. B. Mayor. Part I, the Text. 16s. 

XXVIII. Lovelieh'sHoly Gnul, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.D. Part IIL 10s. 1877 

XXIX. Barbour's Bruce. Part IIL, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 21s. 

XXX. Lovelioh's Holy Gnul, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., Ph.D. Part IV. 15s. 1878 

XXXI. The AUiterative Romance of Alexander and Bindimus, ed. Rev W. W Skeat 6s 

J^Il;®^!!'^,'"^^*^^*^^™'*^*-" ^•^- Starkeys Life and Letters, ed.S. J. Herrtage. 8s. " 

XXXIII. GesU Romanorom (englisht ab. 1440), ed. 8. J. Herrtage, B. A. 15i I879 

XXXIV. TheCharlemagne Romances :-l. SirFerumbras, from Ashm. MS. 83, ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 16s. . 
llll'r ^^V"^^ Romances :-8. The Sege off MeUyne, Sir Otuell, Ac., ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 12s. 1880 
XXXVL Chariemagne Romances :-3. Lyf of Charles the Crete, Pt L, ed. S. J. Herrtage. 16s 

^^IS;^^!"*^***"^""*"*- ^y'«'01>«lwti»eO«»te,PtIL,eu. 8. J. Herrtage. 15s. 1881 

XXXVIIL Charlemagne Romances :— 6. The Sowdone of Babylone, ed. Dr. Hausknecht. 16s 

XXXIX. Charlemape Romances :-6. Rauf Colyear, Roland, Otuel, Ac, ed. 8. J. Herrtage, B. A. 16s. 1882 

^T ; ^^•°'»«"* Romances :-7. Huon of Burdenx, by Lord Bemers, ed. 8. L. Lee, B. A. Part L 15s. 

^r /t ^ •?!f* Romances :-8. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Bemers, ed. 8. L. Lee, B. A. Pt IL 16s. 1888 

^TT/rVi^"^*^*^*^*®^^^^°***^®®^^^-'^^^'"^«^S.).ed.Prot Zupitza. PartL 15s. 

XLIII. (Kiariemagne Romances :-«. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Beraeni, ed. 8. L. Lee, B.A. Pt HL 16f. 1884 

Xlil V. durlamagae Romuoea :— 10. The Four Sons of Aymoa, ed. Miss Octavia Richardwrn. Pt L 16«. 
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XLY. Oharlemagiie BomaaoeB :— 11. The Four Boni of Ajmon, ed. Miss O. RichardMn. Ft II. SOt. 1886 
XLVI. Sir Bevis of HamtoB, from the Auchinleok and other MS8., ed. Prof. B. KOlbing, Ph.D. Part I. lOi. „ 
XLVIL The Wan of Alexander, ed. Bev. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 20«. 1886 

XLVIII. 8irBeviaofHamton,ed. Prof. E. KSlbing, Ph.D. Part II. 10<. „ 

XLIX. Chiy of Warwiok, 2 texts ( Auchinleck and Cains MSS. ), Pt II. , ed. Prot J. Znpitsa, Ph. D. 15t. 1687 
L. Ghaxtemagna Brananoes : — 12. Hnon of Burdens, by Lord Bemers, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Part IV. 5t. „ 
LI. Torrait of Portyngale, from the nnique MS. in the Chetham Library, ed. B. Adam, Ph.D. lOi. ,. 

LII. Bnllein'a Dialogne against the Feuer Peatilenoe, 1678 (ed. 1, 1564). Ed. M. ft A. H. Bnllen. 10s. 1888 
LIIL Vieary'a Anatomie of the Body of Han, 1648, ed. 1677, ed. F. J. ft Percy Fumivall. Part I. 1&«. „ 
LIV. Gazton'a Enflrliahing of Alain CQiartier's Oorial, ed. Dr. F. J. Fumivall ft Prot P. Meyer. &s. „ 

LV. Barbour's Bmoe, ed. Bev. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. Fart IV. 6«. 188P 

LVL Eariy Bn^lish Pxonnnoiation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq. , F.R.S. Ft. V., the present English Dialects. 86<. „ 
LTII. Oazton'aEneydos, a.d. 1490, coll. with its French, ed. M. T. Culley, M.A. ft Dr. F.J. Fnmivall. 18«. 1890 
LVni. Oaztoa's Blanohardyn ft Eglantine, c. 1489, extracts from ed. 1595, ft French, ed. Dr. L. Kellner. 17«. „ 
LIX. Ouy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Cains MSS.), Part III., ed. Prof. J. Znpltxa, Ph.D. 16«. 1891 
LX. Lydgata'a Temple of Olass, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. J. Schick. 16«. „ 

LXI. HoeeleTO*s Minor Poems, I., from the Fhillipps and Durham MSS., ed. F. J. Fumivall, Ph.D. 16«. 1892 
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FOREWORD, 

BY Db. F. J. FURNIVALL. 

When the late Thomas Wright offered to edit the following text 
for us, I got Mr. Wm. Rossiter, then of the Working Men's College, 
to copy it, and add the missing bits from Caxton's print of 1484. 
I also offered to have the proofs of the text read with the originals 
by a trustworthy man; but Mr. Wright said he would read them 
himself. Later, Mr. Edmund Brock found several mistakes in the 
text, and he compiled a list of them, which we issued in a thirteen- 
page appendix of ^^ Additions and Corrections/' On my asking 
Mr. Wright why he had not carried out his promise to me, to read 
his proofs with the MS. and Caxton, he said that he did read the 
first sheet with the MS. and found it so correct that he did not 
think it necessary to read the rest. This was too bad of him, as 
the Society was quite ready to pay a good reader to do this part of 
the Editor's work. 

The book having run out of print, one of the Clarendon Press 
readers made in my old copy of it all the corrections noted by 
Mr. Brock ; and the new proofs to p. 48 were read with the MS. by 
Miss Evelyn Fox, and the rest by me, I adding a few footnotes 
from the French. Instead of adding a final e for all the d", g, h, It, 
n, of the MS., these letters have been printed as they stand. 

In the extracts from Caxton I have had the tagd d", g^, h, printed 
as they (in his fount) are used in his type No. 4*, which (says 
Blades, ii. xxxvii) made its first appearance among Caxton's types 
in the autumn of 1483, when he was printing the '^Confessio 
Amantis " and the " Knight of the Tower.'^ In the latter of these 
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^' sig. f introduces the new fount to us ; all after, as well as the 

introductory matter^ being in type No. 4 */' — ii. xxxviii. 

Though of course some slips are still in. the present print, it 

is an improvement on that of the first edition, and will be sent to 

all our Members. I have to thank the Oxford Press Reader for 
many valuable suggestions. 

* British Museum, 
May 10, 1905. 



My young friend. Jack Munro, of the Working Men's College 
and the Fumivall Sculling Club, has kindly added the much- 
needed " Contents '* to this volimie, has written many fresh Notes, 
and has made a new Glossary, a collection of Phrases and Proverbs 
(pp. 254-263), and an Index of Subjects (pp. 264-8), for all 
which we are much indebted to him. 

Some of the stories told below are also in the interesting 
Alphabet of Tales edited for our Society by Mrs. M. M. Banks, and 
in Mirk's Festial in our Extra Series, edited by Dr. Erbe. 

3 St. George's Sq., NW., 
March 13, 1906. 



INTRODUCTION, 

BY THE LATE ThOMAS WrIGHT. 

The feudal castle of La Tour-Landry, from which the author of 
the following book received his name^ stood between ChoUet and 
Vezins, in the part of the old province of Anjou which lay between 
Poitou and Brittany, where its ruins are still visible, consisting of a 
great donjon, or keep, said to date from the twelfth century. The 
family of our Knight appears to have been established there at 
least as early as that date. In the year 1200, a Landry de la 
Tour, lord of this place, is found engaged in a lawsuit relating to 
lands ; and the names of different members of the family are met 
with not unfrequently during the thirteenth century. M. de 
Montaiglon, the editor of the original text of the Knight^s "Book,'' 
who has investigated this question with laborious care, considers 
that the father of our author was Geoffrey de la Tour, spoken of — 
at the beginning of the fourteenth century as lord of La Tour- 
Landry, Bourmont, La Galonifere, Loroux-Bottereau, and Cor- 
nouaille, and who, under the banner of the Count of Anjou in 
^33^3 distinguished himself by his courage in the war with the 
English. 

This Geoffrey de la Tour had two sons, our Geoffrey, who was the 
eldest, and another named Arquade, who is supposed to have been 
much younger than his brother. The latter, our Geoffrey de la 
Tour- Landry, appears from his own account to have been present 
at the siege of Aguillon in 1346. His name again appears in a ^ 
military muster in 1363. We know that he married Jeanne ^ 
de Rouge, younger daughter of Bonabes de Rouge, lord of 
Erval, vicomte of La Guerche, and chamberlain to the king, 
but we are unacquainted with the date of this marriage, 
though in 137 1 and 1372, when he composed the following ^ 
book, he must have been married a sufficient length of time 
to have sons and daughters of an age to require instruction of 
this kind. 
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The name of Geoffroy de la Tour occurs several times between 
the date of the compilation of his book and the end of the century. 
In 1378 he sent his contribution of men to the army employed in 
the siege of Cherbourg, but he did not serve in person on that 
occasion. In the document recording this fact, he is described as 
a knight banneret. In 1380 GeofEroy served in the war in 
Brittany, and we find him again in active service in the September 
of the year 1383. We learn from another document, that at this 
last date GeofEroy^s first wife, Jeanne de Rouge, was still living ; 
but she must have died within a few years afterwards, for at a 
-p- subsequent date, which M. de Montaiglon places in 1389, he 
contracted a second marriage with Marguerite des Roches, lady of 
La Mothe de Pendu, the widow of Jean de Clerembault, knight. 
This is the latest mention of the name of our Knight which has 
yet been discovered among contemporary records ; the date of his 
death is quite unknown, but it probably occurred at some period 
towards the end of the fourteenth century. 

The descendants of Geoffroy de la Tour- Landry appear to have 
been all active in the turbulent times during which they lived, and 
through one of them the name became again rather curiously 
connected with literary history. The Knight of La Tour tells us 
that he had sons (in the plural) ; for at the beginning of the book 
now published he tells us in the original that he had compiled two 
J> books, '^ Vun i^our mes filzy et P autre pour mes filks^ ; ^' and in two 
other passages of the present book, addressing his daughters, he 
refers to the book he had compiled for their brothers, " oti livre de 
vozfreres ^J^ Caxton, in his printed translation, has given us at the 

^ " Et pour ce . . . . ay-je fait deux livres, Tun pour mes filz, et Tautre poui* mes 
filles pour aprendre k rommancier/' — Le Livre du Chevalier de la Tour, edited by 
M. de Montaiglon, p. 4. ** And therfor y haue made .ij. bokes, one for my sones, 
an otter for my dougbtres, forto leme bem to rede." — The Booh of the Knight^ 
Englisb translation, p. 4 of tbe present volume. 

^ " Comme vous le trouverez plus k plam ou livre de voz frferes." — Le Livre du Chec. 
de la TouVf cbap. Ixxxix. p. 175. *'Si comme vous le trouverez ou livre que j'ai fait 
;i voz freres/* " As ye sbal finde it more pleinly in tbe boke of youre bretberen." — 
2'he Book of the Km(jht, cbap. Ixxxix. p. 115 of tlie present volume. 
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conclusion a little more precise information on the subject, when 
he makes the good Knight refer his daughters to the other book in 
the words, ^'as hit is reherced' in the booke of my two sonnes*." 
The passage represented by these words of Caxton is not found in 
the known manuscripts of the French text ; but we may be tolerably 
certain^ from Caxton^s known exactness, that it existed in the 
manuscript of which he made use, and we are justified in assuming 
that, at the time when GeofEroy de la Tour- Landry compiled this 
book, that is, in 1371, he had two sons. He has in no instance 
mentioned the number of his daughters, but the manuscripts of the 
original text are ornamented with illuminations, and in these the 
Knight is always represented as attended by three daughters, for 
which number the illuminators had no doubt satisfactory authority. 
Of the history of these daughters we know very little. One of 
them, Marie de la Tour-Landry, married, on the ist of November, 
1 39 1, Gilles Clerembault, the son of her father's second wife by 
her former husband. Marie de la Tour left no issue, and died 
before 1400, as in that year Gilles Clerembault married a second 
wife. 

This intermarriage of the two families appears to have been a 
favourite idea of Geoffrey de la Tour-Landry, and was perhaps 
a mere question of family interest. Charles de la Tour-Landry, 
who was Geoffrey's eldest son, was married first to Jeanne de 
Soude, but this union appears not to have lasted long, for, after 
her death, Charles married in January, 1389, Jeanne Clerembault, 
the daughter of his step-mother, and sister of his brother-in-law. 
Charles de la Tour-Landry was slain at the battle of Azincourt, in 
October, 141 5. There is some confusion in the family history at 
this time, through the imperfection of the genealogies; but a 
Geoffrey de la Tour, who was at the siege of Parthenay in 141 9, 
and a Herv^ de la Tour, who served in the wars near the same 
period (his name occurs in 14 15 and 141 6), are conjectured to have 
been sons of the author of our book. Charles de la Tour-Landry 

* See the present volume, p. 205. 
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had five sons. The name of the eldest is uncertain, but he is said 
to have been with his father at Azincourt, and to have died of 
his wounds soon after the battle. As he died childless, his brother 
Pontus, the second son of Charles, remained the head of the family. 
The three .other sons, Thibaud, Raoulet, and Louis, died without 
children. They had at least one sister, who formed a rather high 
matrimonial connection. 

The family appears now to have been at its greatest height 
of prosperity and glory. Pontus de la Tour-Laundry is cited as 
knight, lord of La Tour-Landry, of Bourmont, and of Loroux- 
Bottereau, and baron of Bouloir in the Vendomois ; he appears in a 
record of the year 1424 as giving to the prior and convent of 
St. Jean of Anvers the tithe of gi*ain in his estate of Comouaille, 
and he seems to have held other considerable territories in 
Brittany and elsewhere. He was not unfrequently employed in 
public affairs, and was present at the battle of Pormigrey in 1450. 
It is only necessary on the present occasion to say that Pontus had 
a daughter, and a son, and that the latter, who was named Louis, 
had four sons, none of whom left issue ; so that with them the 
male line of La Tour-Landry became extinct. 

All the older great feudal families prided themselves on tracing 
their descent to the chieftains of the fabulous ages of society ; and 
usually each of them had his family romance, which told the story 
of the primeval heroes of his house, and which was no doubt 
frequently read by his clerk or chaunted by his minstrel for the 
edification' of his family and his guests. These formed what were 
called the Chansons or Romans de Geste, which were so numerous 
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the period when feudalism 
had reached its greatest development. As feudalism was gradually 
falling, from its original character, the composition of such family 
romances went out of fashion, and we know of but a small number 
of instances at periods subsequent to those just mentioned. Thus, 
at a much later date, in the latter half of the fourteenth century, 
the family of Lusignan gratified its pride by employing a writer 
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named Jean d^ Arras to compile the romance of Melusine^ according 
to which the lords of Lusignan derived their descent from the 
marriage of one of their great chiefs of early times with a fairy, 
named Melusine, who every Saturday took the form pi a serpent. 
Pontus de la Tour-Landry was one of the very latest who imitated 
this example. Ambitious, probably, of rivalling the fame of the 
Lusignans, he appears to have employed some ''clerk*' like 
Jean d' Arras to compile the Roman de Ponthus, intending espe- 
cially to glorify his own particular name. It is a romance of little 
merit, but appears to have been at one time rather popular, as it 
was often printed. Pontus is represented as having been the son 
of the king of Galicia and of his amours with the fair Sidonia, 
daughter of the king of Brittany, where part of the ancestral 
possessions of the lords of La Tour lay. Most of the distin- 
guished companions of Ponthus came from this side of Prance, 
and the first of them, and the one who figures most promi- 
nently, bears the significant name of Landry de la Tour. The 
scene is laid in Galicia, Brittany, and England. It is curious 
now chiefly as forming an incident in the literary history of 
the Middle Ages. ' ^ 

Par differently interesting is the book which the great grand- 
father of the real Ponthus, our Geoffrey de la Tour-Landry, 
compiled himself for the instruction of his daughters. Its interest 
is the greater from the care its author has taken to make us 
acquainted with the circumstances and feelings under which it 
was composed. The good Knight had, as already stated, three 
daughters, who had been left motherless, and for whose success 
in the world he naturally felt anxiety. He undertook, therefore, 
to write a treatise for the purpose of instructing them in all those 
mental qualities which, in the fourteenth century, were looked 
upon as constituting the character of a pure and perfect lady. 
His care to inform his readers in all the particulars relating to 
the origin of his book is, indeed, quite curious. He lets us know 
the date when he began it, and that at which it was ended. 
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He says that the idea of it came into his head as he was indulging 
in somewhat melancholy pensiveness in his garden at the close of 
the month of April in the year 1371^; and we learn from two other 
incidental statements in the original text that it was completed 
in the year 1372. In the forty-ninth chapter he tells an anecdote 
which, he says, happened in the same year in which he was writing 
— en cest an^ qui est Van mil trois cens Ixxij ^ ; and in another pas- 
sage he speaks of the battle of Crecy as having taken place twenty- 
six years ago — il y a osxvj ans ; which, as that battle was fought 
on the 26th of August, 1346, would give us the same date of 
1372. He further tells us in his introduction that he employed 
f>J in compiling it two priests and two clerks^, whose work appears 
to have consisted in collecting illustrative examples and anecdotes 
from different writers. Every one acquainted with medieval 
literature knows how general was this practice of teaching morals 
and religion through popular stories and short historical narratives. 
M. de Montaiglon has further pointed out the fact that the author 
had commenced his book in the intention of following another 
practice which was very popular in the literature of this period — 
that of composing books of instruction in verse. He has shown 
that in the original the prologue was written in verse, and that 
the rhythm, and even in great part the rhymes of this verse, are 
preserved almost perfectly in writing it as prose, until nearly the 
end of this prologue, when the Knight suddenly tells his readers that 
it is his design to write it, not in verse, but in prose, that he might 
be able to write less diffusely, and more simply and easier to be 
understood : ^'que Je ne veulx jpoinl mettre en rime, aingoys le veulz 
mettre en j)rose, pour Vahregier et mieul-x efitendre'* or, as our English 
translation expresses it, ''but y wolde not sette it in ryme, but 
in prose, forto abregge it, and that it might be beter and more 

^ See p. I of the present volume. 

^ P. 103 of M. de Montaiglon's edition ; it is omitted in the translation we 
here publish. 

^ See p. 3 of the present volume. 
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pleinly to be understoncT^." A very large proportion of the 
stories given by GeofiEroy de la Tour-Landry are taken from the 
Scriptures and from the lives of saints and other similar produc- 
tions ; but^ like other moralists of his age^ he adopted the stories 
of the fabliaux, and the tales of the popular conteur, whenever 
they seemed to suit his purpose^ and in his choice he has not 
rejected some which were better fitted by their want of delicacy 
to the ears of his contemporaries than to those of modem times. 
There then existed very little of refinement in word or thought^ 
and, in the best society, both sexes often conversed in terms 
and on subjects which are in strange discordance with our modem 
sentiments. 

No doubt under the pretext of instructing his own daughters, 

GeofEroy's design was to write a treatise on the domestic education t^ 

of women, and his plan appears to have extended still further, 

and to have been intended to embrace the other sex also. We 

learn positively from several passages in the present book, that 

he had already compiled a similar book for the use of his sons, 

and, from the way in which he speaks of it, the compilation 

of this other work must have preceded the book for the instruction 

of his daughters by some years. ''And therefor,'' he says at the 

end of his prologue, "y have made .ij. bokes, one for my sones, 

an other for my doughtres ^.'' In another place, in warning his 

daughters against dmnkenness, he says, '^ as ye shal finde it more 

pleinly in the boke of youre bretheren ^ ; '' and again, at the close 

of the book, in Caxton's translation, the knight is made to say, 

'' as hit is reherced in the booke of my two sonnes *.'' At least 

one other allusion to this book is found in the French text ; yet, 

strange to say, nobody has ever heard of the existence of a copy 

of this treatise for the instruction of the Knight's sons, nor has 

any trace of it ever been discovered except in the mention of it 

in the book of which the translation is now published. 

' See p. 3 of the present volume. ^ See p. 4 of the present volume. 

' See p. 1 15 of the present volume, ^ See p. 305 of the present volume. 



XIV INTRODUCTION. 

The book which Geoffroy de la Tour-Landry compiled for the 
instruction of his daughters^ on the contrary, appears to have 
become extremely popular. Nearly a dozen cojpies of the original 
text are known to exist in manuscript, of which seven are in 
the Bibliothfeque Imperiale in Paris, and one in the .Library of the 
British Museum. One or two of them date at least as far back 
as the beginning of the fifteenth century, and two are adorned 
with illuminations. In the year 15 14, the first printed edition 
of the French text was published in Paris, by Guillaume Eustace, 
the king's printer. A second appeared no long time afterwards 
printed by the Veuve Jehan Trepperel, apparently copied from 
the edition of Guillaume Eustace. Both are very incorrect. 

No other edition of the original text of this Book of the Knig-ht 
of La Tour-Landry was printed in French until it was included 
^ in 1854 by Jannet in the series so well known as the BibliothSque 
Elzevirienne. This critical edition was produced under the care 
of one of the well-known scholars of the medieval literature of 
France, M. Anatole de Montaiglon, now Secretary of the Ecole 
des Chartes. M. de Montaiglon has given us, in a very portable 
and convenient form, a good and correct text, formed chiefly upon 
the oldest of the manuscripts preserved in the Bibliothfeque Im- 
periale and upon the manuscript in the British Museum (MS. Reg. 
19 C vii), collated more or less with the others. It is accom- 
panied with notes, and with a rather elaborate introduction, to 
which I gladly refer my readers. 

The popularity of this book soon extended to foreign lands, 
and it was translated into several languages. The two earliest 
printed translations appeared in Germany and England very nearly 
at the same date. The German translation, made by a knight 
named Marquard vom Stein, was first printed in a folio volume 
/ at Bale in 1483, ^^^der the title of Ber Bitter vom Turn, von 
den Exempeln der GotsforcJit vnd Erherkeit (The Knight of the 
Tower, of Examples of Piety and Honour). It forms a large 
and very handsome volume, with a great number of engravings 
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on wood. The Book of the Knight of the Tower seems to have 
taken greatly in Gennany, and it went through rather numerous 
editions between the date of this of Bale and the middle of the 
sixteenth century. It has been reproduced much more recently, 
in fact so late as 1849, edited by Professor O. L. B. WolfE, as 
one of the volumes of popular romances published by the book- 
seller Otto Wigand of Leipzig. The first edition in English, 
as we are informed in the colophon at the end, was translated 
by our first printer, William Caxton, and printed by him. He ^ 
tells us himself, in this colophon, that the translation was finished 
on the first of June, 1483, and that the printing was completed y^ 
on the last day of January, in the first year of the reign of King 
Richard III. As Richard III ascended the throne on the :;j6th 
of June, 1483 j as the January in which the book was printed must 
have followed the June in which the translation was completed; 
and as we know that in the reckoning of this time the days from 
the 1st of January to the !Z5th of March were considered as 
belonging nominally to the former year and not to the year 
following, it means, of course, that Caxton^s translation was 
printed and ready for publication on the 31st of January, 1484 ; ^ 
so that the publication of the German translation had preceded 
it. ' I enter into these particulars merely because it has been 
asserted that the date of the publication of Caxton's translation 
of the Knight of the Tower was January, 1483, and not January, 
1484. It is a very singular circumstance that, although Caxton's 
translation of the Book appears to have been widely read in England 
in the sixteenth century, it was never reprinted. 

There existed, however, an English translation of the Book 
of Geoffrey de la Tour-Landry long anterior to that of Caxton, 
though it was never printed. It is anonymous, and we have no 
means whatever of ascertaining the name of the author, or, in 
fact, anything whatever of its history. It is contained in a manu- 
script in the Harleian collection in the British Museum (MS. 
Harl. No. 1764), forming a large thin volume, in double columns, 
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in a good formal writing of the reign of King Henry VI, so 
that it is not only part of a manuscript made for a person of 
some rank and importance, but of a volume which no doubt con- 
tained other treatises. This translation is in many respects superior 
^ to that of Caxton. The latter is so strictly and often so nakedly 
literal, that in following the words Caxton has sometimes lost the 
sense of the original, and this is carried to such a degree that 
it would be easy to identify the particular manuscript which Caxton 
followed if it were in existence. The anonymous translation of 
our manuscript, on the contrary, displays much more freedom, and 
is more correct. This earlier translation, moreover, furnishes a 
far more elegant and interesting monument of the English lan- 
guage in the fifteenth century. It is for these reasons that I 
have chosen it for the text of the present volume. Unfortunately, 
it is an imperfect manuscript, for there are one or two lacunfp 
in the body of the work, and it is truncated at the end by nearly 
^ one-fifth of the whole. Under these circumstances, the only re- 
source was to supply from Caxton's text the parts which are 
wanting in the inedited manuscript. 

In other respects, I have endeavoured to give as good an edition 
of the original manuscript as I could, and I have added a few 
illustrative notes to such points as seemed to require explanation. 
In forming my text, I cannot but acknowledge with thanks the 
assistance I have received from the excellent transcript and colla- 
tion made by William Rossiter, Esq., to whom also the reader 
owes the side-notes and head-lines. 
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PROLOGUE. 

TN the yere of the incarnacion of oure lord'M* iijc Ixxj, as y [Foi. i. 
-*" was in a gardin, al heui and fuit of thought, in the shadow, in April a.d. 
about the ende of the monthe of Apritt, but a lite!! y reioysed^ garden, "sad 
4 me of the melodie and song of the wilde briddes ; thei sang thought." 
there in her langages, as the Thrust]!!^ the thinisshe, the nyting- 
gale, and other briddes, the whiche were fu!} of mirihe and 
ioye : and thaire suete songe made my herte to lighten, and when uie 

•^ ' s J e » singing of the 

8 made me to thinke of the tyme that is passed of my youthe, ^i"^ made 
how loue in gret distresse had? holde me, and how y was j^y youth, my 

o ' -^ love, and my 

in her seruice mani tymej full of sorugh and gladnesse, as mani «»*"»*^- 
lovers ben. But my sorw was heled, and my seruice wel ysette and 
12 quitte, for he gaue [me a fayr] wyfif, and ..... that was bothe faire 
and good^ [whiche had' knowleche of alle honoure, alle good, and 
fayie mayntenynge,] and of alt good she was belt and the floure; 
and y delited me so moche in her that y made for her loue songges, i made songs 

and ballads 

i6 balades, rondelles, virallfis, and diuerse nwe ' thinges in the best fo' my wife 
wise that y couthe. But deth, that on a!t makitbe werre, toke tin she died 

20 years ago, 

her from me, the whiche hathe made me haue mani a sorufufi to my great 

sorrow. 

^ Part of the first colamn is scarcely legible, and I have been obliged 
to insert a few words from Caxton*s translation. 

' Caxton has "hath." The whole sentence in Caxton reads thus: But 
alle myn euylles haue rewarded me. Sythe that the fayre and good hath 
gynen to me/ whiche hath knowleche of alle honoure/ alle good/ and fayre 
mayntenynge/. 

M MS. 

1 



•* 



iT 




2 THE BOOK OF M3S KNIGHT [Prolooob. 

thought and gret heuinesse. And so it is more than .xx. yeere 
that I haue ben for her ful of gret sorugh. For a true lover- 

* [Foi. 1, is hert *forgetith neuer the woman that enis he bathe truli loued. 
When in the ^^ ^s y was in the saide gardein, thinkynge of these thought^, 4 
came to mr y sawe come towardes me my .iij. doughters, of the whiche I 

mv three 

daughters, was joyfuU, and had grete desire that thei shuld* tume to 

about whom iti. <• i. 

I had great good and worshipe aboue au ertheli thmges, for thei were yonge, 

desire that j i . •/ o 

they should and had but tendir witte; and so atte the beffynnyuff a man 8 

••turn to ' ^ ej J © 

800^ i" aught to lerne his doughters with good ensaumples yevinge, 
as dede the queue Froues of Hongrie, that faire and goodly 
chastised and taught her doughters, as it [is] contened in her 
boke. And whanne my doughters come towardes me, I be- 12 
thought me of the tyme whan that y yede and rode with my 
felawes in Paytov and other diuerse places that y had ben 

and I remem- in. And also y bethought and remembered me that my felawes 

beredhoiirmy 

"feUow8"had comened with ladies and gentil-woraen, the whiche praied hem 16 
women in the of louc, For there was none of them that might finde, lady 

time of my ' s i J 

youth, Qj, gentill- woman, but thei wolde praie her ; and yef that one . 

wold« not entende to that, other wolde anone praie. And 
whethir thei had good ansuere or euett, thei raught neuer, for ao 
thei had in hem no shame nor drede for the cause thei were so 
usedl And therto thei had faire langage and wordes, for in eueri 
place thei wolde haue hadd" her sportes and thei might. 
And BO thei dede bothe deseiue ladies and gentilwomen, and 34 
here forthe diuerse langages on hem, som true and som fals, 

from which of the whiche there come to diuerse gret defames and 

had come 

much scan- sclauudres withoute cause and reson. And there is not this 

dal, 

• [Foi. lb, day *no gretter treson thanne a gentill woman to yeue her 28 

selff to a traitour fals churle, blamed with vices, for there ys 
mani of hem deceiued hi the foule and grete fals othes that the 
fals men vsen to swere to the women ; for y haue herd" my 
despite all my felawes sucre ofte diuerse fals othes, and y asked hem whi thei 33 

reproving. 

forsuore hem, saieng that thei loued euerich yfom&n best that 

thei spake to. For y saide vnto hem, " Seris, ye shulde loue, 

t hole in MS. uor be aboute, to haue but one." But wha[t] t y saide vhto hem, 

it was neuer the heier. And therfor bi-cause y sawe atte 36 
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that tyme the gouernaunce of hem^ the whiche y douted, that 

tyme yet regnithe, And ther be suche felawes now or worse, And there be 

•till men m 

And therfor y purposed to make a liteli boke, in the whiche ted, or wone. 
4 y wolde write the good condiciones and dedes of ladies and the guidaiiee 

• . of my 

gentiH-women, that for her goodnesse were worshipped, honoured, daughters, i 

proposed to 

praised, and renomed the tyme passed, and euei* shall: be, ^<>f ^l^*' ^i*^^* 
her weldoinge and goodnes, to that entent that my doughtres «*^^ •"<* •^^ 

8 shnlde take ensaumple of faire continuaunce and good manere. 
And also y wol make write the manere contrarie of goodnesse, 
the whiche is "called the boke of hurtinge of euetl: women, that 
hathe vsed to do eueH, and had blames," to that entent that who 

I a so luste may kepe hem from harme ther thei might erre, as thei 
that yet be blamed, dishonoured, and shamed. & for these 
causes aforesaid", y thought to make this litetl boke to my yong 
doughtres, wherupon thei might rede and studie, to that entent that tiiey 

i6 that thei might leme and see bothe good and *eueli: of the '*[Poi. i6. 
tyme passed, and forto kepe hem in good clennesse, and from slU might know 

ffood and evil 

eueli in tyme comyng. For there be such men that lyethe 
and makithe good vieage and countenaunce to women afore hem, 

ao that scomithe and mockithe hem in her absence. And therfor 
it is harde to knowe the worlde that is now ; and ther [for] the 
resones that y haue saide you, y parted and yede oute of the 
gardein, and fonde in my way .ij. prestes and .ij. clerkes that Going out of 

a4 y had. And y said* to hem that y wolde make a boke of met two 

priests and 

ensaumples, for to teche my doughtres, that thei might vnder- two cierkes, 
stond? how thei shulde ffouerne hem, and knowe good from euell. them i would 

" ' *^ make a book 

And SO y made hem extraie me ensaumples of the Bible and of example* 

•» ■■■ for my 

a8 other bokes that y had", as the gestis of kingges, the croniclej ^S*^?* 
of Fraunce, Grece, of Inglond; and of mani other straunge eSSplSfin* 
londes. And y made hem rede me eueri boke ; And ther that tJuioug huto^ 

I*IMI 

y fonde a good ensaumple, y made extraie it oute. And thanne ' 
33 y made this boke. But y wolde not sette it in ryme, but in from which i 

made this 

prose, forto abregge it, and that it might be beter and more book, in 

prose, to be 

pleinly to be understondl And y made this boke for the gret the better 

, understood, 

loue that y had* to my said* doughtres, the whiche y loued as 
36 fader aught to loue his child?, Hauing hertely ioye to finde wayes 
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to stere and turne hem to goodnesse and worshipp«, and to loue 

and serue her creatoure, And to haue loue of her neighboures 

All parents and of the world*. And therfor ali faders and moders after 

should teach 

their chii- good nature aught to teche her children to leue att wrong and 4 

* [Foi. 2, euelt waies, and shew hem the true right * weye, as wele for the 

sahiacion of the soule as for the worships of the worldely bodi. 
whwefore I And therfor y haue made .ij. botes, one for my sones, an other 

made two "^ ^ » 

for*m' °0M ^^^ ^^ doughtres, forto lerne hem to rede. And in reding, it 8 
fw^ ®'**®' may not be but that thei shall: kepe with hem som good en- 
daughters. gaumple forto flee euell and withholde the good. For it shatt 
not be posible but sumtyme thei shall haue mynde on sum 
good ensaumple, sum good doctrine of this boke, whanne thei ^^ 
knowe or here speke here-after^ as thei fall in the rewe ypon 
sum spekers of suche matiers. 

[CHAPTER L] 
The mirror of The mlrrour of the furst reding of these histories. 

the first read- 

It b a good TiT^^ ^^ '^ noble and a faire thinge for a man or a wonubfi i6 

^Xto ». -'^ to see and beholde hem-self in the mirronr of aoncient 

the mirror of stories, the which hathe ben wretin bi oure Aunsetters forto 

shewe us good ensaumples that thei dede, to leue and to eschewe 

the eueli. And, doughtres, y saie this for y am olde, and haue 20 

leued longe, and see moche more of the world* thanne ye. And 

therfor a parti, after my science, whiche is not >gret, y witt shew 

I have great you, for y haue gret desire that ye turne youre hertis and thoughtis 

desire that ye 

turn your to drede and to serue God : for he thanne wol sende you firood 24 

heartatoGod. ... . J . e ^ 

and worship in this world*,- and in the other. For in certayne afi 
the verray good and worship honest of man and woman comithe 
of hym only, and of none other, And yeuithe longe lyfif and 
stont in this terreyn and wordly [sic] thifig like as hym lust, for 38 

• [Foi. 2, ail liethe in his plesir and ordinaunce. And also * he yeuithe and 
col. 2.] ... 

yeldithe, for the good seruice that is yeue and do to hym, the 

double an hundred tymes. And therfor, doughtres, it is g^ood to 
serue suche a lorde that gardoneth his seruauut in suche wise. 33 

1 « wbiche is not " is repeated, by mistake, in the MS. 
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[CHAPTER II.] 

ANd, therfor, the furst werke or laboure that a man or a a man's finrt 
Woman shulde be-ginne, is to serue God ; atte eueri tyme be to Mrv« 
ne awakithe he ought to yeue Qod reconisaunce, bi thought 
4 or praier, that he is his lorde, creatour, and maker. And 
wbanne he arisithe, to sale his matenis, or oresones, yef he 
be a clerk, yelding hym thankingges and preisyngges, as to saie 
Iiaudate dominum oniTies gentes, &c. ; Benedioamus patrem 
8 & fllium ; and to saie praiers and thingges that is praising and and to pray, 

for 

thanking to God. For it is an higher and more digne thinge 

forto praise and thanke God, thanne to requere hym, for in 

request askes yeffce, mede, or guerdcmn; and praising and 

I a thanking is seruice of aungeles, that euer praisithe and wor- 

shipithe God ; and it is beter to thanke God thanne to requere it is better to 

thank God 

hym, for he wote beter what nedkhe man or woman thanne than to seek 

things from 

hem selff. After, ye aught to praie God for the soules that bti°- 
i6 ben dede, eueri day or ye slepe ; for yef ye do, the dede praiethe 
for you. And for-yete not to praie to the blessed virgine Marie, 
that day.and night praieth for us, and to recomaunde you to 
the seintes and santas. And whanne this is done, thanne ye 
3o may slepe the beter. And also y[e] oght to praie eueri tyme aiso pray 
that ye wake ; and ye aught not forgete it that tyme. Also ye ^^ke- 
praie for the dede, of the whiche y wilt tett you an exsaumple, 
how it *is good to thanke God, and to praie for alt cristen soules * [Foi. 2b. 

° ' ^ col. 1.] 

34 that ben dede, atte all tymes that ye wake. 



H 



[CHAPTER III.] 

It ^ is contened in the stori of Constantine-noble, ther was 
an emperoure hadd* .ij. donghters, and the yonggest had -*" emperor 
good condiciones, for she loued wel God, and praied hym, atte daughters, 
38 alt tymes that she awaked, for the dede. ' And as she and ^^ the 

youngest 

her suster laie a-bedde, her suster awoke, and herde her in *f p' **»« , 

' ' eldest awake 

her praieres, and scorned and mocked her, and saide, '*hold'JjJj|^ 
youre pees, for y may not slepe for you." And so it happed 

1 MS. "Alt." 
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And two 
knights came 
to lie with 
them; 

and the one 
who came to 
the youngest, 
saw a thou- 
sand dead 
bodies, and 
ran away. 



but the other 
begat the 
elder sister 
with child, 



and her &ther 
put him and 
her to death ; 
but the 
youngest 
sister was 
saved. 

♦ [FoJ. 26. 
col. 2.] 



and married 
a king of 
Greece. 



that youthe constreyned hem bothe to lone .ij. bretheren, that 
were knightes, and were goodly men. And so the susteres 
tolde her counsaile eche to other. And atte the laste thei sette 
stelien that the knightes shulde come to lye bi hem bi night 4 
priuely atte sertaine owre. And that one came to the yongest 
suster, but hym thought he sawe a thousand dede bodies about 
her in shetis ; And he was so sore afraied and aferde, that he 
ranne awaie as he had* be oute of hym selff, and caute the 8 
feuers and gret sikenesse thomgh the fere that he had, and 
laied hym in his bedde, and might not stere for siknesse. 
But that other knight come into that other suster withoute 
letting, and be-gate her with childe. And whanne her fader 12 
wost she was with childe, he made cast her in-to the Hiuer, 
and drenche her and her childe, And made to scorch the knight 
quicke. Thus, for that delyt, thei were bothe dede ; But that 
other suster was saued. And y shalt telt you on 'the morw it 16 
was in aH the hous how that *one knight was sike in his bedde; 
and the yongest suster yede to see hym, and asked hym wherof 
he was sike. "As y wende to haue entered' be- twene the curteynefl 
of youre bedde, y sawe so gret nombre of dede men that y was 20 
nigh wode for fere, and yet y am aferde & afraied of the 
sight." And whanne she herde that, she thanked Qod humbly, 
that had kept her from shame and distruqpion ; And from that 
forwarde she worshipped and praied God devoutly atte all tymes 24 
that she awaked, and al wey [kept] her selff clene and chaste. And 
not longe after, a kinge of Grece wedded her. And was continued 
a good woman and a deuoute, and had a good name ; and thus 
was she saued, as ye haue herde, forto worshippe and praie to 28 
God for the dede. And her eldest suster, that mocked her, was 
dede and disworshipped, as ye haue herde. And therfor, 
doughters, be-thenke you on this exsaumple whan ye wake, 
and slepe not tilt ye haue praied for the dede, as dede the 32 
yongest doughter. Yet y wolde ye knew an exaumple how a 
lorde ^ wolde haue a gentilt-woman, bi faire or be force, for to 
do his foule lust with her. 

^ " how a lorde** is repeated, by miitako, in the MS. 
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[CHAPTER IV.] 
Of the knight that folued the gentiit- woman into the of*icnifiiit 

who would 

bnsshe. iuro*g«iti«. 

woman by 

TT It Lapped that the lorde made spie how the gentili-wonian roitow^'iLr, 
4 was gone to hide her in a husshe for fere of hym; And foraiTchriiH 

there she saide '* dirige " for alt cridten sowles. And hejcome 
thedir forto falfeU his foule d^lit, and wende forto haue touched 
her, hym thought he sawe more than x M^ dede folk ahout her : and ho mw 

__ i*ATi«.-i All 1 *•** thoiuand 

8 and kepte her, * And therfor he ranne aweye. And he sende • [Poi. 3, 
to her, and sware to her that he wolde neuer requere her of ^^j^i^ 
no snche mater^s^ for she had* to kepe her a ferdfuit companie. a^'^ 
And she saide, " y had none with me, saue atte that tyme y saide 

I a '^dirige " for all cristen sowles." But she thought that thei were 

tho that kepte her. And therfor it is good to praie for the dede therefore it is 

good to pray 
atte an OWreS. for the dead. 

[CHAPTEE v.] . 

TT'Aire doughtres, whanne ye arise, enterith into the high when you 
16 seruice of the high lord Ihe«u, and saithe youre matenis matins, and 

think ilU on 

and youre seruice with good herte, and thenke not on none woridiy 

things ; 

other worldly ocupaciones in that tyme as ferforthe as ye - 
may, for ye may not goe two waies atte onis ; as the wise man 
20 saithe, ''as good is he that herithe and understondithe not, as for "as good 
he that huntithe and takithe not." And therfor he that saithe heareth and 
a pater noster and praiers, and thinkithe of worldely thinffes and eth not, as he 

^ ^ . . . . thathunteth 

ocupaciones, his praiers profiteth not ; for praiers hen celestial} and taketh 
34 thinges, and holy writte saithe ** beter were a shorte orison, 
saide with good devouute herte, thanne gret long matenis, saide 
withoute deuocion, and thinke on worldli ocupaciones/' But 
the more ye sale deuoutly and with good hert, the more merite 
28 ye haue. And, as holi writte makithe mencion, " like as the Prayers to 
dewe of April} temperithe the erth and makithe it fructife, so the dew of 

. April, 

praiers to God makithe man and woman to be enhaunsed ; as 
ye may see in holy legendis of seintes, confessours, uirgines. 



8 THE BOOK OF THE KNIGHT [Chap. VI. 

and holy women that made her bedes of cutting of vynes and 
•[Pol. 3, other thingges, that shulde cause hem the lasse to '^slepe and 

col. 2.1 o^ 

to haue rest, to that entent that thei might praie and entre 
in orisones, and in good seruice, the whiche thei were in 4 
day and night. And for her laboure thei wanne hem heuene ; 
and God hathe and «dothe shewe for hem gret miracles, and 
80 he gardonith his seruice an hundred tymes double. And 
therefoTC say therfor, good doughtres, saiihe yowr matenis and praiers with- 8 
thinking only outc thinking sauc only of God, deuoutly and with good hert; 
And that ye saie hem fasting ; for a fu!t st-omake may not be 
holy & perfitly humble and deuoute. And after, herithe aH 
and hear the masscs that ye may, for gret profit and good ye shufi haue 1 2 

masses, 

therof of Gk)d, of the whiche y wolde telt you an exaumple. 



[CHAPTEK VI.} 

^Her was a knight that had two doughtres, the eldest of his 
tell you an J- fuTBt wiff, and that other of the secounde. And she of 

example of a ' 

hadf?wo*^** the furst wiff was wonder deuout, for she wolde nen^r ete nor 16 
T^e^d^e7t drinke tifi she had saide her matenis and her seruice, And herde 
aiwaysprayed ^|| ^j^^ masscs that she might here in the chirche that she was 
but the Inne. And the yongger was so cherisshed that she dede what she 
wilful, and . woldc; And as sone as she had herde a liteit masse, and saide .ij. 20 
' or .iij. pater nosterj, she come into the warderobe to ete browesse 
or sum other mete ; and tilt she had broken her fast, she saide 
her hede oke ; but hit was but euel of custumance. And also 
she wold" haue rere sopers whanne her fader and moder was 24 
She was a-bedde. And thus she leued tiH she was weddid to a knight, 

Wedded to ft 

knight, wyse and malicious, that had knowlache of her maners, that were 
• [Foi. 86. euelt bothe for bodi and soule. Aud thanne the ^knight taught 
who tried by her, with goodly wordes and softe, that she dede eueli to lede 28 

fair words *<>„, 

teach her suche lyff. But it was ncucr the beter for no techmg nor faire 

better, but in 

vftin; wordes, for she wolde not be chastised. But it be-fett on a 

tyme that her husbonde had slept his furst slepe, and groped, 
and wende to haue his wyff bi hym, but she was arisen and 32 
gone; But he was wrothe, and caste on hym a mantetl furred 
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wttA graie, and rose, and yode into a warderobe that his wiff andon«nutit 

. hs found her 

was in, and other women, and .ij. of his men synging and crienge, in a wardrobe 

. , • 1 1 • • 1 with men and 

lapmg, and plaieng, making suche noise that unnethe thei might women, ling. 
4 bane herde the thundre. And one of the men helde his honde ("ff; 
ynder one of the womannes clothes ; and that sawe the goodman, 
that hadd'a staffe in his hande, and smote that man on the shuldre, and he imote 

one of the 

and the staf brake, that was drie : and the pec6 and the splinter ^ men with a 

, ^ "^ . staff, which 

8 therof lepte, and smote oute the ladies eye, thorugh whiche ^J^**,*"** 
misauenture the lady was oneyed*. And for that foule mayme ^S****^ **** 
her husbonde kiste away his herte from his wyff, And loued j^'^J' «*hu 
an other, in suche wiee that euer after the housholde yede to hJJ|M^"ti,e 
12 not. And this behapped her for the misgouemaunce aboue- ^i^!^'^ 
said, to ete and make suche reuelt out of tyme bothe bi the "*" ' 
morw and atte night, for the whiche she lost her eye, and her 
husbondes loue, and the housholde stroied; and therfor it is Therefore it is 

good to use 

1 6 good to saie matenis and here masse fasting, for usage makithe yourself to 

» . sayingprayers 

custume, for, "sette a colte in aumblyng ringes, he wiH iise'«««ng,;'for 

' ' t^ o o / set a colt in 

it whiles thei aren on." But it happed other wise with her ambung rings, 

* * he will use it 

suster, for she acustomed her selff of youthe to serue God de- ^wu they are 
ao voutly in the *chirche, and saie her matenis and here her masse ^'^^J*;** 
fastinge ; and therfor God gerdonithe her, and gaue her a riche ^"* ^^mS^ 
knight and a puissaunt, and [they] leued longe togederes worship- Jnd'J^v^'jyJ,^* 
fully. And after it happed that the fader come to see his doughters, '^**** ***"• 
24 and atte the Eldestys hous he was receiued worshipfulli, with 
gret richesse, ioye, and gladnesse, and atte the yongest doughtres 
hous it was turned up-so-douii, and alt: unthrifti, and she one- 
yed. And whanne the fader come home to his hous, he chidde And their 

father blamed 

28 his wiff, saieng that she had lost his doughter for leting her J*^.,'^®^®' 
haue to moche her wiH, and to lete her goormauride oute of Jj^gjjjj^j^^^ 
tyme. And bi this exsaumple it is good to serue God and here Jjr^yl*^" 
masse, whanne folke may, fastinge, and lyue tempered and 

32 moderat lyff, and ete and drinke atte oures in due tyme, as about 
prime, and sope atte oure couenable after the tyme of the yeere ; 
for suche lyff as ye wiH contynue, use you to in youre youthe, 
ye shal be by youre flesshe constreined to kepe in youre age. 

* MS. repeats " the splinter." 



10 THE BOOK OF THE KNIGHT [Chaps. VD. VHT. 



CHAPTEK VII. 
Howmaideni How the maydenes and women shnldin faste. 

and women 

should fiut 4 jBPter, lay faire doughtres, ye aught to fast, as long as ye be to 



A 



three days -*•■*- wedd^, .iij. dayes a woke, forto holde lowe youre fleEshe, to 

a weeKf 

kepe you chaste and clene, in Qoddes seruice. And yef ye may 4 
or at least on not fast somoche, fast the Friday in the worshippe of Cristes passion 

Fridays. 

that he suifered for us ; and yef ye fast not brede and water, 

etithe no thing that receiued dethe, for that is a noble thing ; as 

y haue herde a knight teH that yede into bataile ayenst Sarizenes, 8 

• [Foi. 4, for it happed a cristen man ys hede ^was smiten of, and [he] deied 

For a Chris, ^^t tilt a prest come to shriue hym ; and the prest asked how 

hish^'^cot he might speke withoute the body; and the hede saide, ''I 

lived long haue forborn flesshe on the Wednisday in the reuerens that Qod 1 2 

enough to be 

shriven ; was solde that day, And that y ete nener no thing that suffered 

hi SsSS*** ^6*^^ on the Friday ; therfor God wolde not that he that seruithe 

rn^y^on ^^"^ ^^^^ ^^ dedly synne withoute confession, nor to be 

*'"^* dampned. Here is a faire ensaumple to forbere flesshe on the 16 

Ah example _^ j • -i t 

not to eat Wednisday, and ete no thing on the Friday that suffered dethe. 

meatonWed- . 

ftSd*^ *ph"^ after, doughters, it is good to fast the Saterday for the loue 

day. of oure ladi, and in the reuerence of her virginite, to praie her to 

kepe you in clennesse, chastite, and in loue of youre frendes, in ao 
good name, and oute of temptacion. And that fast is to make 
you haue victori ayenst youre flesshe; and in soth yef ye lust 
to acustume you here to, ye may wel endure these fastes^ for hit 
shall not greue you with vsage, bothe saieng youre seruice, hering 24 
youre masse fasting, and to do other blessed dedes, as the saintes 
dede, and as her legendes maken mencion, the whiche are now in 
paradise. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
tf^Mt^^ I woIde that ye had the ensaumple of an eueU woman 28 
SSSr "^ *^** flasted the Pryday and Saterday in the worship of 
Cristes passion and the virginite of onre lady , and atl way 
that woman wolde kepe her selff olene thilke two dayes. 

who when she TTIt happed her on a derke night, as she yede towardes her 3a 
W9ih * lemman to foly, she felt into a welt that was twenty 
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fadom depe. and in her fallyng cried helpe on oure lady ; and found Ui« 

, water 

whanne she come to the "^water, she fonde it harde undernethe • rpoi. 4, 
her fete, and a uoys come to her saieng, '^ thou hast in the j^ |„„^ 
4 worship of oure lady, kepte thin ilesshe clene in her fast, and ^" ^^ 
therfor now thou shalt be saued of this perile." And so, on the 
morw, folke come to' feche and wynde up water at that welt, and 
thei herde and sawe her therinne, and thanne thei drowe her and wm 

Mved. 

8 up, hauyng moche meruaile how she might be saued ; and she 
saide it was for loue of her fast the Friday and the Saterday. 
And thus, as ye haue herde, Qod and oure lady saued her. And 
than she avowed chastite, and to Hue and vse her lyff in Qoddes 

13 seruice, and to lyght lompes, torches, and other lyghtes in the 

chirche, and to suepe and to kepe clene the chirche. But ther Afterward! 

*" , ilie had a 

come a uision to her in a night, that she drowe oute of a donghiti viaioii, 
a plater of siluer, and, as she loked theron, there was diuerse 
16 blacke spottys therin, and there come a voys to her and saide, 
'' score so long on this plate tiS ye haue hadde awey all the 
blacke spottis, and make it white and clene, as whanne it come 
oute of the maisti'es honde that made bit/' And this auision repeated 

thitee tlmei, 

20 come to her aij. tymes, and thanne she awoke, and bethought her 
on her auysion, and praied to God to ben her helpe. And 
whanne it was day she yede and shrcue her to an holy man, and 
tolde hym her auysion. And whanne he Ladde herde her rhel in ^wch **»« 

•^ •' '- -■ soul IS oom- 

24 saide, " Doughter, ye are moche beholde to serue God, sethe he pjjj^ *^J^ 
wol youre saluacion, and shew you how ye shall wasshe and dense 
you from synne by confession. And y wille shewe you what 
youre auision signifiethe ; the plater *drawen oute of the donge » [Poi. 46. 

aSlikenithe the soule in the bodi, and yef the bodi consented notj^g^ij^pi^te 
to synne, the soule shulde be as white and as clene as the siluer dir^wthe^ 
whanne it come furst from the goldsmithe, for so clene is the by sin. 
soule wha,n he comithe from bapteme ; and the soule is the 

32 plater that was founde in the dongge, so is the bodi dongge, 
wormes, and felthe. And whanne the bodi hath synned for his 
fals delitis, thanne comithe on the soule. a blacke spotte for eueri 
synne. And there the spottis is, to the body that bathe done 

36 the synne be cojifessed, and repente hym of his synne in as foule 
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manere as he dede the synne, and make satisfaccion ; and 
therfor, doghtres, the uoys of the auision bade that the plater 
shulde be made clene and white as it come from the goldsmithe, 
that is, as ye come clene from the font stone. After a bade that 4 

Tiie soul ye shulde put the saide plater in a place there hit might be kepte . 

kept dean, clene, and that it shulde be kepte from filthe, that is to saie, that 

like the plate. . i -h •• -h 

ye go not into no place that wold* drawe you toward* synne, for 
good it is to be shriue, but after shrifte it is beter thinge to kepe 8 
a man from synne, and that ye fait. not to synne ayen; for 
falling in ayen is worse thanne the furst synne. And whanne a 
man is shreue, he shulde leue no thinge yntolde, and teUe in what 
wise he hath done the synne, wherof, my faire doghtres, y wol 12 
tetl you an exsaumple of a mighti and a puissant woman. 

CHAPTER IX. 

An example rilHer was a worthi burgoyze, a good woman, wel named and 

who lasted -*- charitable, that fasted .iij. tymes a woke, two *tyme8 in 

coL2j ^' ^1*^6 <^<^ water, and gaue gret almesses, and uisited the sike, 16 

and gave and uorisshed faderles children, and was atte the masses 

great alms, 

r*^8ilf ^^® mydday, and saide her matenis, with gret and meruailous 
other seruise, and used the blessed lyf that any woman might. 
And hit happed that she deied, and oure lorde wolde shewe ao 
ensaumple how she was lost and dampned for one dedly synne ; 
for in alt mennis sight her berieles began to smoke, and the 
erthe to brenne, and on night was gret torment herde on her 
pitte, of the whiche pepiH was gretly amerueiled of what it 24 
might be ; before thei supposed euer that she was saued ouer aH 
other. And thedir come an holy man with the holy crosse, and 
coniured the sowle in the name of God to heU, and shew what 
Btinke and what turment that was and brenninge. Thanne spake a8 
a uoys, and saide, " y am the poure synner, y am dampned in 
fyre, for God shewithe that my wreched body yeldithe smoke 
and turment in exsaumple; beware by me, for whanne y was 

which she did yonge, for the lust of my flesshe, y laye with a monke; & y 32 

not confess, " " 

for fear of dursto neuer telt it to my confessour, for drede of encursinge, 

shame. 
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drediiige shame and the bobaunce of the worlde^ more ihanne 
spirituel uengeaunce of myn synne. And yet y sende and gaue 
my good for Goddes sake, herde masses, and saide my seroioe 

4 diligently, wenyng that the good and the abstinence that y dede 
shulde haue clensed the synne that y durst not tett the preest, 
and therein y am deseiued, and lost ; for y sale you &% who 
that dothe a dedly synne and confessith hym not therof, * and * [Pol. 5, 

8 deieth so, he is dampned perpetuelly ; and therfor ye shulde 
telt the synne as foule as ye do it, and in the same manere];" 
and whanne she hadde saide, att that herde ^ her were abaisshed, 
for there was none that wende but t^e had be saued. And 

12 this exsaumple the good man that shroue the woman in the 
nexst tale afore tolde her in her Bhrifte, to that entent that 
she shulde tel} atl her synne, «nd so she shroue' her and 
was sethe of holy lyfiP, and so she had awaye the spottys of 

1 6 the siluer plater. And so was she saued by her shrifte. And 
the beginnyng of her saluacion was the fast on the Friday and 
Saterday in worship of Cristes passion and the uirginite of oure 
lady, for the whiche she was furst saued from the perile of the 

3o weH, for there nys no good dede but it be quitte. Therfor it is it is * ueaaed 

tblnff to £ut 

a blessed thinge to faste, for the more harme it dothe the faster, and the more 

hann It does 

the more is the merit, and of gretter valour ; for and the fast to the body, 

the greater 

greued not, h»t were not merit. And yet forto shewe an other the merit. 
34 exsaumple that fastinge is gret meryt, the kiug of Nynbe and TbeUngof 
his citees \^ere saued, as it is wretin in the Bible, for God had hie eiuea were 

saved, 

made maui citees to sinke for the synne that thei delited hem 
inne. And so God sent worde to the kinge and the citee bi 
28 the profete lonas. But yef thei amende hem, the citee and the 
peple shulde be perysshed. And thanne the peple were aferde, 
and forto apese the wrathe of God, alt thei that were of age became the 

people ftisted. 

to fast fasted fourty dayes and nightes, and knelyng on her kneys 
3a and elbowes in sygne of humilite. And whanne * God sawe her • [Poi. 6, 
humblesse, he had mercy on hem, and [they] were saued, and called 
out of pestelence by fttstinge and humilite. And therfor, faire 
doughtres, fastinge is an abstinence of yertu, right couenable to 

» MS. " herde herde." » MS. " aroue." 
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Swage the yre of God, and refrainithe the flesshe of eueli willes, 
and humblithe the herte, and impetret pardon and grace of 
God ; and therfor yong women aught to faste, and specially 
maydenes and wedwes, as is aforesaid by diuerse exsaumples, the 4 
whiche, and God before, ye shall take hede of and kepe hem 
well. 

CHAPTER X. 

How women shulde behaue hem cuxtesly and mekely. 
Meekness and A fifter, doughtres, ye must be meke and curteys, for there nis 8 

courtesy are f\ 

great virtues. -*--»- none SO gret a vertu to gete the grace of God and the loue 

Goodly de- of aH peplc ; for humilite and curtesie ouercomithe aH proude 

bring a ^ hertys that be feU, as a sparhauke, be he neuer so ramageus, ye 

sparrow- may ouercome hym with goodly and curteys demening, ye may la 

tree to your make hym come from the tre to your honde. And yef ye fare 

inidely and be cruell with hym, he wiH fle his way, and neuer 

come atte yon. And sethe thaj curtesye and softenesse may 

ouercome a wilde bridde, that hathe no reson, nodes it aught to 16 

Humility is refraiuc felons proude herte of man and woman. And humilite 

the beginning * 

of friendship, jg ^h^ furst cutro and wey of frenship and wbrdely loue, and that 
ouercomithe gret hertis, and suagithe ire and wrathe of all 
persones. Ther was a lorde that y knew, that conquered the ao 
knightes and squiers by his curtesie and humilite to do hem 
[more] plesaunce in the tyme of his werre, than other lordes 

*[Foi.55. couthe gete with her gold' *and siluer or ani other yfiftes. And 

also y haue know mani ladies and gentiH women that haue gote 34 
hem moche loue of gret and smale for her curtesie and humilite. 
And therfor y rede you be curteys and humble to gret and smale, 
and to do curtesie and reuerence, and speke to hem faire, and to 
be meke in ' ansuere to the pore, and thei wol praise you, and 38 
here forthe of you good worde and good fame more than woll 

Courtesy to the grcte that ye make curtesie to ; for to grete ye make curtesie 

the great is , 

their right, of right, the whichc is dew to hem, But the curtesie that is made 
poor is of to poure gentilmen, or to other of lasse degre, it coinithe of fre 32 
' and gentill curteys and humble hert. And the smaH peple that 
the curtesye and humblesse is done to, holdith hem worshipped 
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therby, And thanne, ouer aH there thei comithe, thei praisithe 
and spekithe good of hym that dothe hem reuerence and ourtesie. 
And of the pore that cartesie is done to, comithe gret Ioob and 
^ good name fro tyme to tyme, and getithe loue of the peple ; aa 
it happed as y was not longe sethe with a companie of knyhtes Malady who 

bowed to a 

and ladies, a gret ladi dede of her hode and bowed her ayeust taaor. 
a taillour. And one of the knyghtes saide, " Madame, ye haue 
8 done of youre hode to a taillour." And she saide that she was 
gladder that she had do it of to hym thanne to a lorde. And 
thei aS: sawe her mekenesse and wisdom, and helde her wyse, 
and the knight leuid that tolde her of the tailour. 



CHAPTER XL 

1 2 k ffterwarde , m sayeng youre praiers atte masse or in other place, in pmyf nfr* 
-^^ be not like the * crane or the tortu ; for thei are like the attention, not 

• [Pol, 55, 

crane and the turtu that tumithe her hede and fsises bacward*, ooi. s.] 

like the 

and lokithe ouer the shuldre, and, euer steringe with the hede cmne or the 
i6 like a yessett, hauithe youre loke and holdithe your hede ferme turn their 

heads back- 

as a best that is called a lymer ; the whiche lokithe euer wards, 
afore hym, withoute turning her hede hedir or thedir, but 
lokithe euer forth right. And thei*for bethe ferme and lokithe but, if you 

, want to look 

ao forihe right afore you plainly, and, yef ye luste to loke asyde, ■•**^». "J"™ 
turnithe youre body and uisage togedre, and so youre counte- Jji^^^ 
naunce shal be most ferme and sure ; for thei that lokithe bak, 
and ar ofte stering with the hede, ar ofbe scorned & mocked. 

H Doughtres, y wolde ye hadd* herde and withholde with you 
an ensaumple upon this matere, 



CHAPTER XIL 

Of the kingges doughters of Denmark, the whiche 

y will tell you. 

28 rpHer ben .iiij. knightes that marieth hem for worships, with- of thedaugii- 
-*- oute couetys of lend? or good, as foi*to wedde kinges doughtres, king of 

, Denmark. 

or woman of noble birthe, and of good name, ferme behauing, 
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The king of 
England 



*[Pol.6, 
ool. 1.] 

sent am- 

basBadonto 

Denmark 

to seek him 
a wife. 



They examin- 
ed the king's 
three dau^- 
ters; 



the eldest was 
beautiful but 
light of 
manner, 



the second 
was wise, but 
talked too 
much, 
but the 
younf^st was 
quiet and 
humble. 



» [Pol. 6. 
col. 2.] 

The am. 
bassadors 



weii manered and condicioned, and her wiffes mast be sene that 
the! haue that women aught to haue, and they be lykly to bere 
children. These .iiij. knightis is the king of Fraunce, the king 
of InglondJ the king of Spaine, and the king of Hungry, that is 4 
of right marschaH of cristendom in the werres ayenst the hethen. 
And so it haj^ped that the king of Inglond* was to wedde, and he 
herde that the king of Denmark had .iij, faire doughtres weH 
bom, and because ihe king and the quene of Den'^marke were 8 
of notable worshippe and of good lyfiP, the kinge of Ingfende sent 
ouer into Denmark sertaine knightes and ladies, of the most 
sufficiaunt of his reaume, forto see whiche was most couenable 
for hym of the saide doughtres. And whanne the king and the 12 
quene of Denmark sawe the embassitours, thei made hem gret 
chere iiij. dayes afore that thei yede about to chese whiche of the 
doughtres thei wolde haue. And so the doughters were arraied 
and had forthe to be chose. And there a wise knight and a 16 
lady amonge the embassitours, that sette wel her eye and hert to 
see the countenaunce and the manere of hem, notwttAstondinge 
that the eldest was fairest, she helde not her astate and port 
seure, for she loked smal and wynked ofte, & spake afore she 20 
understode what was saide of her, and euer loked ouer the 
shuldi*e, and euer beting her eyelyddes togedre. The secounde 
doughter hadd* meruailous moche langage, she understode what 
was saide to her; and the yonggest doughter was not fairest, 3^ 
but she was most loueliche and goodly in her behauing counte- 
naunce, and manere most seure and ferme, and spake demurly 
and litetl, with meke loke,and more ferme thanne ani of that other 
.ij. And so the embassi tours toke her counsaile and auys to go 28 
againe as to the king of Inglond*, and to teH hym as thei hadd* 
founde bi the 'saide doughtres. And thanne he toke whiche hym 
lust. And thei come to the king and the quene of Denmark, 
and thanked hym of the worshippe that thei hadd" done hym, 32 
saieng that thei wolde report to her king like as thei thought bi 
the doughtres, * and thanne the kinge shulde do as hym lust. 
And thanne the king of Denmark gaue hem gret yeftes, and thei 
took her leue and yode into Inglond) and reported as thei hadd* 56 
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founde bi the doutrhtres of beauute, maners, conntenannce, and retuned to 

° . the king of 

behauing. And so ther was mnche speche wbiche be sbulde England 
take, mani folke susteninge to take tbe elder or the secounde, 

4 for hit was more worship to take the eldest thanne the yongest. 
And whanne the kingges counsaile had debated ynough, Tbe 
king was wise of naturelt witte, and spake last and saide, **iayn 
annsetters neuer maried for couetise, but forto haue worships, 

8 goodnesse, and plesaunce, but y wiit tiake none for fairenesse nor 
plesaunce, But y wi!t haue her that is of demure manere, ferme whoehoMtho 

* ^ young«n 

in estat and coontenaunce, and of goodly beliauing. For there is daughter fcr 

her good 

no beauute nor nobelnesse that is pere to good maneres^ techeth "a^nner* 
13 and ferme in behauing and countenaunce ; and there nis not in 
this world* gretter riohesse thanne to haue a wyff ^rme in her 
estate, behauing, and of good maners." And therfor the king 
saide, " y chese tbe yongest of the .iij. doughters, for y niH: none 
i6 other/' And so he sent for her to be his wiff, of the wbiche the 
eldest and the secound* had gret meruaile and desdeyn. And 
therfor she that was most seure and stedfast in her manere and 
behauing, she was queue of Inglond} and the eldest suster for her 
20 high and vnferme loking forsaken, and the secound* sustvr for 
she wolde speke to moche and clatre there it nedithe not. Afid 
therfor, good doughtres, takithe ensa^mple *of these .iij.doughtres * t^y^ ^» 
of the kinges of Denmarke, and that ye haue not youre ye to Therefore be 

^ . not light of 

34be8y in lokinge, and that ye tume not youre hede hedirward'™ann®^no' 
and thedirward) withoute ye tume the body with, and hauithe "*°y ^"'** 
ferme chere. And y praie you haue not mani wordes, for who 
^ so nsithe to speke moche, he saithe not euer trouthe ; and ther 
a8 for ansuerith atte leyser, and understonde what is a&idfe to you 
or ye ansuere. And yef ye make a litelt rest in youre ansuere, 
ye shalt ansuere the beter and the more wisely and suerly, for 
there is an olde prouerbe that saithe, ''asmoche is he worthoHethat 

hunteth and 

33 that huntithe and takithe not as he that herithe tuid Tuder- taketh not, is 

like him that 

stondith not." Yet, doughtres, wilt y tett you an exsaumple hea^eth and 

^ o y J J r understand. 

on this matere* «**» "»'. 
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CHAPTER Xin. 

My father TTIt happed my frendes spake to me to be marled into a noble 
see a lady I J- J- place, and my fader broucrht me to see her that y shulde 

was to many, mt ^ ^ o ^ 

haue, and there we hadd* gret chere^ & my fader sette me in 
langage with her, that y shulde haue knoulech of her speche and 4 
langage, and so we felt in wordes of prisoners, and y saide, 
" dameseit, it were beter to fait to be youre prisoner thanne to 
and we talked mani other, for y trow youre prison shuld not be so harde to me 

much to> 

gether, as it shulde be and y were take with Englisshe men.'* And she S 
ansueredy " y haue saie sum not long sethe that y wolde were 
my prisoner," And y asked her yef she wolde putte hym in euetl 
prison ; and she saide, nay, she wolde kepe hym as she wolde 
her owne body; and y saide he was happi that might come into la 
so noble a prison. What shall y saie? she loned me ynongh, 

«[Foi. eb, and hadd'a *quicke yee, and a light, and ther was mani wordes. 

col. 2«] 

And so atte the laste she waxe right familier with me, for she 
praied me .ij. or .iij. tymes that y shulde not abide longe, but that i6 
but I mar- y shulde come and see her how euer it were ;- of the whiche y 

veiled at her 

famuiar had meruailo, seing that y was neuer aqueinted with her, nor 
hadd* spoken, nor see her afore that tyme ; and she knew welt 
that folke were aboute to marie us togedre. Whan we were ao 
parted, my fader asked me, " how likithe you 1 tell me youre 

and told my avys ; " and y saide, she was bothe good and faire, but she shulde 

&ther " she 

should be to be to me uo nere than she was. And y tolde my fader how ine 

me no nearer 

than she liked, and of her estate and langage ; and so y saide y wolde not 24 
of her, for she was so pert and eo light of manors that caused me 
to be discoraged from her, of the whiche y haue thanked God 
sethe diuerse tymes. For in sothe it was not half a yeere after 
that she was blamed ; but y note whedir it was fals or true. a8 
And after she deied. And therfor, doughtres, aSl gentilwomen 
and nobilt maydenes comen of good kyn ought to be goodli, 
meke, wele tached, ferme in estate, behauing, and manors, liteli 

Many have softo and osy iu specho. And in ansuere curteys & gentilt, and not 3a 

lost their i»i»ii« xi • t 

marriage by light in lokiugc. For mam haue lost her manage bi to moch 



discouering hem selfiP, and to haue mani wordes ; and by to gret 
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fiemblauntis making, of the whiche dinerse tymes is trowed in too ught 
hem that thei neuer thought ne dede. I wolde ye wyst how too many 

r T f worda. 

Amesse, the kingges doughter of Ara[gonJ, lost the king of 
4 Spayne to be her hasbond* thorugh her foly. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

TTIt is conteined in the gestis of * Spaine, how the king of l^^f\ '^' 
-*•-*" Aragon had .ij. doughters, and the king of Spaine wolde The king of 
hane had that one. And forto finde waye how he might chese SllSSn 
8 whiche hym liked best of hem, he disgised hym as a sernaunt, Jfjijj^*^"*^ 
and yede into Aragon with his embassitours, the whiche were a JSTolSem. 
bisshoppe and two baroans, and hit nedith not to telt the chere ^art]^ diL^^ 
that the king of Aragone made hem. And the kinges doughters Sake mb 

12 di^t and made hem redy in her best wise; And in speciatt the 
eldest doughter, that thought thei come for her. And the em- 
bassitours were .iij. dayes therinne to see the maners and the 
conntenanses of hem. And in the mornyng whsai thei salued 

i6 the eldest doughter, she ansuered hem no thinge but bituxst 

her tethe ; and she was fers, of gret port and hert, but her The eider 

was too 

suster was humble, and fu!t of curtesie, and salued humbly bothe proud, 
gret and smalt. Afterward* these two susteres plaide atte the 
ao tables with .ij. knightes, but the eldest chidde with the knight ^nd quarrel. 

8ome» 

that plaied with her, and gaue hym angri, hasti, and bote 
langage. But her suster, that had lost atte the plaie as welt as but the 

. T -I -I younger was 

she, made no semblaunt of her losse, nor saide not, but made as i>umbie and 

courteous, 

24 good chere as she hadd^ wonne. And the king of Spaine drow 
hym asyde, and called to hym his embassitours, and saide hem^ 
" ye wote wett the king of Spaine and of Fraunce shulde not 
wedde hem for couetise, but nobly, to a woman welt born, of 

a8 good maners and condicions, and likly to come to good and 
worships, and likly to bring forthe fruit. And y haue sein these 
*.ij. doughters, her gise and maners, and me thinkithe that *[Fo1. 7. 
the yongest is most curteys and humble, and is not so high and the ung 

chose her 

3a herted as that other, and therfor y chese her." And this meyui 
ansuered hym, the eldest is fairest. And he ansuered that " no 

2-2 



20 THE BOOK OF THE KNIGHT [Chap. XV. 

Worldely plesaunce and woTBhip^ may not apparage to goodnesse, 
and in especiatt to humilite. And for j haue sayne the yongest 
most humble and most curteys, y witt haue her." And thus he 
chace her. And thanne the bisshoppe & the barones of Spaine 4 
totbesor. come to the kinge of Aragon, and asked for her lorde the 

prise of her - ^ 

fftOier, yongest doughter; of the whiche the kinge and alt his men 
helde gret meruaile, that he toke not the eldest, that was fairest. 
But thus hit happed that the yongest was queue of Spaine, for she 8 
was bumble, aad faire, and softe of spech to smal and grete, 
and for her curtesie and hulnilite she was chosen; of the whiche 

anditngerof the eldest sustor had gret spite ^and disdayn, and was almost 

oute of her delf for anger. And therfcHr here is good ensaumple > 2 
that by humilite men growithe in loue of the world*; for there nis 
no thinge so plesaunt as forto be humble and curteys and to 
smale, faire, pore, and riche, And make chere of no wynning nor 
lesse. For a gentitt woman shuld* haue no wrathe in hem, for 16 

A gentle. thei aught to haue gentitt herte, and faire and softe in ansuere, 



woman 



should have and to be humble, as God saithe in the gospett : for he that is 

a gentle o x ' 

^*^^*^' most wise and riche, the more humble he aught to be. For he 

»[Foi..7». that humbelith hym most, is more highed * with Qod, as dede ^o 

coL Ij 

this yongest doughter of Aragon, that for her curtesye and 
lowlinesse conquered to be queue of Spaine, and toke it awey 
from the eldest suster, of the whiche she had gret dispite. Faire 
** Tteke no doughters, kepe you that ye take no striff with no comberous folke, 24 
bmin.8ick noT folcs that are brayne sik, for it is gret perile; of the whiche y 
wofi tett you an exsaumple that betidde in a castett that diuerse 
ladiez woned in. 

CHAPTER XV. 
for a kniffhf • fflHer was a gentitt knighted doughter that wratthed* atte the 38 

daughter I • . 

quarrelled -■- tables wlth a gcutilt man that was riotous and comberous 

with a man* • 1 1 

and hadd* an euell hede ; and the debate was on a point that he 
plaied, that she saide it was wronge ; and so the wordes and the 
debate rose so, that she saide that he was a lewde fole, And 3 a 
thanne lost the game in chiding. And y saide to the gentitt 
woman, <' anger you not in no manor wise of that that he saithe, 
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for je know wel that he is of high wordes and fuit of foly ^o 
ansueres, wherfor y praie you for youre worship that ye take no 
dehate with hym." And y tolde her lyk as y wolde haue saide 

4 to my suster her [) or] doughter, but she wolde not do after me, 
but chidde faster with the squier, more thanne afore, and saide 
that he was not ; with mani other wordes ; A he ansuei'ed '^ y 
am beter man that ye ar woman." And she saide he lyed ; and 

8 the wordes rose soo titt he saide, yef she were wise and good, she an<) wonii 

, , , rote betwMii 

wolde not come m mennis chaupibres bi night derkelyng with- ^«m, 
oate candett, nor to cott and kisse men in her beddis alone, ""as * [FoI. n. 

col. 2.J 

she dede. And she wende we!} haue venged her, and saide he 

I a lied ; and he saide he did not, And that suche and Buche had 

saine her do hit. And so ther was mani that herde and wist 

yt, that knew it not. And sum saide it hadd* be beter for her to 

holde her pees, and haue saide no worde, and that she had bete 

1 6 her selff with her owne staffe ; that is to saie, by her tonge and 

her speche. And, after these wordes, she wepte and saide be had 

sclaundred her, and that it shuld* not abide unponisshed ; and 

she assailed hym agayo, and cried and chidde with hym afore att 

2o the peple, tilt he spake yet fouler and worse wordes, and more till he 

sliamed her 

shamfutt by her^ that neuer might fall from her for no shakinge before au the 

people. 

that euer she coulde shake, and thus she shamed her selff with 
her gret herte, and wordes. And therfor here is a good ensaumple 

34 how no woman ought to chide nor to striue with a fole that she No woman 
Bupposith haue a malicious hert, but she shulde rather eschewe with foob, 
his companye. And whanne thai wiH speke highly, lete hem be, 
and go from hem, and speke not to hem. And saie, " frendes, y 

28 eee ye wytt speke riotesly and oute of the waye, and therfor y 
wilt leue you the felde, and go my way." As a knight dede to 
a ladi that y knew, that had an euett hede and enuyouse, & saide but leare 

them. 

mani euett wordes to the knight afore att lolk, and he saide, 
33 ** ladi, hit likithe you to saie here bi me mani merueylous wordes, 
and, yef y herkyn you, y do you no wrong ; y see ye be wrothe, 
of the whiche y am sori." & not for that yet she wolde not 
holde *her pees, he writhed a litett wipse of etrawe, and eette it 'J^J^J* ®* 
36 afore her, and saide, ''ladi, yef that ye witt chide more, chide with 
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that straw, for y lette you here in my stede." And he yede his 
waye & lefte her, and it was holde wetl done of the knight; 
and thanne she was w[r]other thanne afore, whanne she fonde no 
body to chide with. And so shulde it be done to striuers and to 4 
* chiders, for folke shulde not striue with foles; and thei that 
haue an euett hede and wold* chide, folke aught to eschewe hem, 
as the knight dede the lady, as ye haue herd". 

CHAPTEE XVI. 

I WO& teH you an ensaumple of a woman that ete the 8 
good morseli in the absence of her hnsbonde. 

There was a H^Her was a woman that had a pie in a cage, that spake and 

woman had al ■t-iia.'i i i -i a i » t 

magpie, "^ wolde tell talys that she saw do. And so it happed that 

her husbonde made kepe a gret ele in a litetl ponde in his gardio, 13 
to that entent to yeue it sum of his frendes that wolde come to 
see hym ; but the wyfiP, whanne her husbond* was oute, saide to 
her maide, "late us ete the gret ele, and y witt saie to my husbond* 
that the otour bathe eten hym; '* and so it was done. And whan 16 
which told the good man was come, the pye began to tett hym how her 
of. what she maistresse had eten the ele. And he yode to the ponde, and 
was out, fonde not the ele. And he asked his wiff wher the ele was be- 
come. And she wende to haue excused her, but he saide her, ao 
" excuse you not, for y wote well ye haue eten yt, for the pye 
bathe told* me." And so ther was gret noyse betwene the man and 
hys wiff for etinge of the ele. But whanne the good man was 
* [Foi. 8, goue, the maistresse and the maide come* to the pie, and plucked 24 

coL 2.] 

and she ^^ ^^ ^^^ fedres on the pyes hede, saieng, " thou hast discouered 
feathers off. US of the ele ; ** and thus was the pore pye plucked. But euer after, 
whanne the pie sawe a balled or a pilled man, or a woman with 
an high forhede, the pie saide to hem, << ye spake of the ele." 28 
And therfor here is an ensaumple that no woman shulde ete no 
lycorous morcelles in the absens and withoute weting of her 
husbond?, but yef it so were that it be with folk of worshippe, to 
make hem chere ; for this woman was afterward* mocked for the 3> 
pye and the ele. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

I wilt sale an ensaumple that it is an eueH thinge 
to a woman, to be in ielonsie* 

rriHer was a gentitt woman that was weddld to a squier, and There wm a 
4 she loaed hym so moche that she was ielous oner ali women who wu • 
that he spake with; for the whiche he hlamed ofte her, but 
it was neuer the beter. And amonge other she was gelous 
of a woman that hadd* a gret and an high herte ; And so on a 
8 tyme she reproued that woman with her husbonde, and she saide and quanei- 
she saide not true, and the wiff saide she lied. And they ranne rival, 
togedres and pulled of at! that euer was on her hedes, and 
plucked eche other bi the here of the hede right euett. And 
12 i^e that was accused, caught a stafife, and smote the wiff on the 

nose suche a stroke that she brake her nose, and that al her lyff and had her 

now broken, 

after she hadd* her nose al croked, the whiche was a foule mayme 
and blemesshing of her uisage ; for it is the fairest membre that 

i6 man or woman hathe, and sittithe in the "'midditt of the uisage^ • [FoL 86. 
And so was the wiff fouled and maymed att her lyff, and her 
husbonde saide ofte to her, that it hadde be beter that she had 
not be ielous, thanne forto haue undone her uisage as she haddl 

30 And also for that defoulyng of her ui$age her husbonde might by which she 

]08t her hus- 

neuer finde in his herte to loue her hertly as he dede before, and band'iiove. 
he toke other women, and thus she lost his loue thoruga her 
ielosie and foly. And therfor here [is] a good ensaumple to aH 
34 good women, that thei aught to leue aS such fantasyes, and suffre 
and endure paciently her anger, yef thei haue ani; as dede an aimte 
of myn, the whiche tolde me diuerse tymes of that she had My aunt had 

•^ •' a husband 

suffered. She was a ladi of Fraunce, that might spende more who loved 

* other women, 

28 thanne fyue hundred pounde bi yeere, and helde a noble estate, 
and she had a knight to her husbond* that was merueilously 
lecherous, the whiche had eueri day in his hous one or two 
women besides the lady his wiff. And ofte tyme he rose from 

32 her to go lyge with his leude women, and att wey, whanne he 
come agein from hem to bedde, he fonde euer the candeS light, 
and water to wasshe his hondes, and be saide he come from the 
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and when he priue. And thanne saide the ladi, '* somoche haue ye the more 

ceme iruni 

them she nede to wasshe you;" and she saide neuer no thing ellys to 

gave him 

fnur to mth hytti, but yef it were atte sum tyme whanne thei were meri and 
and by her allone, she wolde saie, " bjv; y know ait youre doinge by suche 4 

meekneflt -i -i i i • "* 

regained his women and suche, but sethe it ys youre lust, and that y may 

heart and 

lovo. sette no remedie theron, y witi make you nor them neuer the 

worse ehere ; For y were a fole to slee my selff for youre sportes. 

*JoI*2]*' *Biit y praie you, sethe it is wett, that ye make me neuer the 8 
worse chere, and that y lese not youre loue, nor that ye make 
me not the worse semblaunt, and of the remenaunt y reporte me 
to you, y woll suffre it." And so with her goodly wordes he 
repented hym, and was conuerted in goodnesse atte the laste, is 
and he dede nomore euett ; And thus with fairenesse she ouer- 

Womenmay Gome hym. And bi this ensaumple it may be sene that a 

rebuke their " . jt ^ 

husbands womau may chastise her husbonde, and make hym do weli, with 

with fiiimesB " ^ " 

rather than fsirnesse rather thanne with rudenesse. For there is mani men 16 

withmde- 

ness, f^]^^ }ia,ii^ eueli hertys, and thei be foule spoken to, wili do the 

worse, not withstondinge the husbond aught [not] to loue his wiff 
th« wors thou she be ielous ouer hym. For the wise man saithe 

for Jealousy is that ielosyc is a gret ensaumple of loue, for he that louith me ao 

a proof of •'OX* 

love, not, rechithe neuer whedir y do well or euell ; but my frende is 

sori whanne y do e\ie% and tlierfor ielosie is neuer withoute gret 
loue. But there is .ij. diuerse ielosyes, whiche that one ys worse 
thanne that other. For there is one ^ withoute 1 eson, as a man 24 
to be ielous withoute cause, and in suche wise as to shame hym 
selff and his wiff; but that other ys of a woman that is aferde 
lest an other shulde haue the herte of >her husbonde, that she 
augh[t]to haue her selff, after the law of God and the chirche, aS 
But the wisest aught to be leste ielous, and restreine and take lest 

but the wisest hedo, for that is gret wisdom who may do it : but yef the 

should be the . . ^ » w 

leastjeaious. husbonde percoiuithe of the wiff sum leude taches in her gouern- 

* [F01.9, aunoe or behauing, that he aught to be ielous. *For he must 3a 

take her and speke therof priueli betwene hem two, that no man 

wete it, for drede of sclaunder and wratthinge of her, and sauing 

* her the gret loue, ^^ that ye loue me weH, neuer let youre hert 

» MS.** none." 
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tume to loue none other but me, and therof y am suore and 
M'ith the grace of God, ye will kepe youre worship and myn." 
And with suche goodly wordes ye aught to entrete youre wiff to Amansiiouid 
4 bring her oute of her leudenesse ; for yef a man rebuke her, and wife with 

® J J » goodly wonta, 

fare foule with her, it will make her do and thenke the worse, as 
it were to putte fere in flexe ; for diuerse women be more fers in 
her euell dedes thanne in goodnesse. And therfor it is gret drede 
8 to fare foule with hem in suche materes. And though a woman 
baue a litell debate and noyse for ielousie with her husbond*, 
she aught not to loue hym the worse ; for she aught to thinke and a woman 

. * 1 -1 ~ should not 

that he dothe it for the feruent loue that he hathe to her, and ^ve her 

husband the 

I a for ferde that ani other shulde haue the loue of her sauf he hym jewforautue 

*^ Jealousy. 

selff, and that yef so be that an other man might haue her loue, 
he shal neuer haue her loue he shal neuer haue it after, and that 
the ioye of her mariage is done, and her housholde lost. 



CHAPTER XVni. 

i6 And therfor here is a good ensaumple to amesure in this matere 

bothe herte and thought. Also, a woman aught not to striue Noroughtdra 
with her husbonde, nor yeue hym no displesaunce ^ [nor] ausuere him before 
her husbonde afore straungers, as dede onis a woman that dede 

20 ansuere her husbonde afore stiaungeres like a rampe, with gi-et 
uelouis wordes, dispraising hym and setting hym atte not ; of the 
whiohe he was ofte ashamed, and bade her holde her pees for for a husband 

once struck 

shame, but *the more faire he spake, the worse [sjhe dede. And his wife 
24 he, that was angri of her gouemaunce, smote her with his fiste coi.V.] ' 
downe to the eiihe; And thanne with hys fote he stroke her in J^J^^J^u^ 
the uisage and brake her nose, and afi her lyff after she had her hta^beforT^ 
nose croked, the whiche shent and dysfigured her uisage after, p^^p*®* 
aS that she might not for shame shewe her uisage, it was so foule 
blemisshed. And this she had for her euell and gret langage, 
that she was wont to sale to her husbonde. And therfor the wiff 
aught to suffre and lete the husbonde haue the wordes, and to 
3^ be maister, for that is her worshippe; for it is shame to here 

^ MS. « diBplesaunto." 
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striff betwene hem, and in especial before folke. But y saie not 
But, when but whanne thei be allone, but she may tett hym with goodly 
ma°^u^ wordes, and counsaile hym to amende yef he do amys. And yef 
her huaband. ^^ canne ani good, thanne he will cunne her moche thanke, and 4 
saie she dothe as she aught to do. And thus shulde a good 
woman do ; as dede Hester the quene of Sury, the whiche had a 
king to her husbonde, that was bote and hasti, bat whanne he 
was angri she wolde saie no wordes till he was appesed. And 8 
whanne the bete was passed, she might rule hym as her lust. And 
this was gret witte of that ladi, and so shulde a!& women do. 
And alt women that ben gret herted and misansueringe her 
husbondes/that wolde not do her husbondes comaundement, be la 
not of the obeisaunce that a merchauntez wiff was of, of the 
whiche y witt tell you an ezaumple and a tale. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Three mer- TTIt happed onis there were .iij. marchauntes that yede hom- 
«[Foi. 9b. -'"^ warde from a faiere, and *as thei felt in talkinge, lidyng on 16 

col. 1.] 

laid a the wayo, one of hem saide, " it is ii noble thinge a man to haue 

wife was most a good wiff that obeietbe and dothe his biddinge atte all tymes." 

obedient* , 

" Be my trouthe " saide that other " my wiff obeiethe me truly." 
<' Be God/' saide that other '' y trowe myn obeieth best to her ao 
husbonde." Thanne he that beganne furst to speke saide, '' lete 
leye a wager of a dener, and whos wiff that obeiethe worst, 
lete her husbonde paie for the dener ; " and thus the wager was 
leyde. And thei ordeined amonges hem how thei shulde saie 24 
her wyfes, for thei ordeined that eueri man shulde bidde his wyff 
lepe into a basin that thei shulde sette afore her, and they were 
suoren that none shulde late his wiff haue weting of her wager, 
saue only thei shulde saye, *^ lokithe, wiff, that y comaunde be aS 
J?®-!?****** done." How euer it be, after one of hem bade his wiff lepe into 

his wife to ' * 

ta!dn"and die ^^® ^>^ii^ that he had sette afore her on the grounde, and she 
*mIv hy-r* ftusuered and axed wherto, and he saide, " for it is myn luate, and y 

wiH: ye do it." ** Be God," quod! she, "y witt furst weie wherto ye 3* 
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witt haue me lepe into the basin/' And for no thinge herhasbond* 

coude do she wolde not do it. So her husbonde up with his fust, fo he ■truck 

* ^ her wHU bit 

and gaue her -.ij. or .11 j. gret strokes; and thanne yede thei to the ^^ 
4 secounde marchauntys hous, and he comaunded that what euer TheMcond 
he bade do it shulde be do, but it was not lonce after but he ^ do w mid 

^ the would 

bade his wiff lepe into the basin that was afore her on the flore, ^^ 
and she asked wherto, and she saide she wolde not for hym. 
8 And thanne he toke a staffe, and al tobete her ; and thanne thei to he beat 
yode to the "'thridde marchauntes hous, and there thei fonde the •ttir. 

* tVtA Ob 

mete on the horde, and he rowned in one of his felawes heres, coi. 2 j 
and saide, ''after dyner y wilt assaie my wiff, and bidde her lepe 

12 into the basin." And so thei sette hem to her dyner. And 
whan thei were sette, the good man saide to his wiff, " wiiateuer 
y bidde, loke it be done, how euer it be." And she that loued 
hym, and dredde hym, herde what he saide, and toke hede to that 

i6 worde ; but she west not what he ment, but it happed that thei tim third toid 

, hbwifetoput 

had atte her dyner rere eggis, and there lacked salt on the horde, aait on the 
and the good man saide, " wiff, sele sus table ; " and the wiff 
understode that her husbonde had saide, ^' seyle sus table," the 
ao whiche is in Frenshe '' lepe on the horde." And she, that was 
aferde to disobeie, lepte upon the horde, and threw down mete, and she, 

' ^ ^ ' mtotaklug 

and drin'ke, and brake the verres, and spilt all that there was on him jumped 

' . onthetaWe 

the horde. " What," saide the good man, ''thanne canne ye none heneif, 
34 other plaie, wiff?" "Be ye wode, sir," she saide, "y haue do 
youre biddinge, as ye bade me to my power, notwithstondinge 
it is youre harme and myn ; but y had leuer ye had harme and 
y bothe, thanne y disobeied youre biddinge. For ye saide 'seyle 
a8 sus table.' " " Nay," qt^d* he, " y saide, sele sus table, that is to 
saie, salt on the horde." '' Bi my trouthe," she saide, " y under* 
stode that ye bade me lepe on the horde,'' and there was moche 
mirthe and laughinge. And the other two marchauntes saide it by wUch her 

, , husband won 

33 was no nede to bidde her lepe into the basin, for she obeied ^^ ^"^"ser. 
ynough; wher thoiugh thei consented that her husbond had 
wonne the wager, and thei had lost bothe. And after she was • [Foi. 10, 
gretly preised ""for her obeisaunce to her husbonde, and she was 

36 not bete as were that other .ij. wyues that wolde not do her 
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husbondes comaundement. And thus pore men canne chaste 
her wyues with fere and strokes, but, a gentitt woman shulde 
chastise her selff with fairenesse, for other wise thei shulde not 
Awoman, the be ttiught. And a gentili woman, the fairer that she is ferde 4 
bSe?8he * with, the more ferdfult she shulde be to displese or to disobeye 
i^v'e.^ ^ ^^^ husbonde ; for the good doutithe and louithe her husbondes, 
as dede the thridde marchauntes wiff, that for fere to disobeye 
her husbonde leped on the horde. ^* so aught eueri good 8 
woman do the comaundement of her husbonde, be it euel or wefi, 
for yef he bidde her thing that she aught not to do, it is his shame. 
Now haue y treted of the obeysaunce of the drede that a woman 
aught to haue to her husbonde; and how she shulde not 13 
ansuere hym ouerthwartly atte euery worde, for it is gret shame 
for her ; and also what perile it is to ansuere to eueri worde, as 
dede the knightes doughter, that spake^to the leude squier, the 
whiche thorugh her wordes undede her good name and her 16 
worshippe. But there be mani folke that are so hasti and high 
herted, that for her haatinesse saithe att that thei knowe that 
oomithe to her mouthe ; and therfor it is gret perile to beginne 
to chide with suche folke, for who doutithe it, he puttithe his 20 
worshippe in iupardye and auenture. For many folke wilt saie 
more thanne they know, to venge hem selff, thow that they saie 
false. 

CHAPTER XX. 
or the lady I wilt teH you of a lady that gane the fiesslie and the 24 

who gave 

** good mor. goode moTselles of mete to the litett dogges. 

8OI0 

ooi.2J ' ^^Her was a lady that had two litett doggis, and she loued 
dogJI** * ^®™ so that she toke gret plesaunce in the sight and feding 

of hem. And she made euery day dresse and make for hem tS 
disshes with soppes of mylke, and after gaue hem flesshe. But 
there was ones a frere that saide to her that it was not wel 
done that the dogges were fedde and made so fatte^ and the 
pore pepitt so lene and famisshed for hunger. And so the lady, 3^ 
for his saieng, was wrothe with hym, but she wolde not amende 
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it. And after -fihe happed she deied, and thete fe!t a wonder and when she 

^*^ ' ,, , died two little 

meruailbuB siirlit, for tkere was seyn euer on her bedde .ij. liteit biMk dogs 

° ' •' * were seen on 

blake dogges, and in her deyeng thei were about her mouthe b®'*^s 

4 and liked it, and whanne she was dede^ there the dogges had 
lyked it was al blacke as cole, as a gentitt woman tolde me 

that sawe it, and named me the lady. And therfor here is a an example 

that no lady 

good ensaumple that ladyes nor gentitt women shulde not haue ahouid take 

5 her plesaunce in fiuche bestys, nor yeue hem that the pore <»>cb beasts, 
pepitt might be susteyned with that deyen for hunger, the 

which be <]k>ddes creatoures and seruauntis made to his lyknesse. 
And the women that dothe so, haue liteH understonde the wordes 

13 of the gospel}, there God Baitbe, ''who dothe good to the pere 
in myn name, he dothe it to myn selff." These that done soo 
was not lyche the queue Blaunche, seint Lowes moder ; For she 
alwey made take the mete afore her, and yeue it to the most 

i6 nedy. And so dede seint Lowys, her sone, after her, *for he *[Fo'-io6, 
uisited the pore and fedde hem with his hondes. The plesaunce ^^^ pleasure 

* of women 

of alt goode women aught to be to uisite and fede the pore JJ^^JJ *»« *° 

iceu uio poor* 

and faderles children, and to norshe and olel^e yong litett chil- 
ao dren, as dede an holy woman that was countesse of Mans, that 
norshed euer xxx^^ faderles children, and saide that was her 
sporte ; and therfor she was loued of God, and had good lyfPand 
ende, and atte her dethe was saine a grete clerete j* light 
24 and futt of smatt children, Innocent es, about her; and that sight 
was not the liteit blacke dogges that was sayn atte the dethe 
of that other ladi that ye herde of afore. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

New the knight saide unto his dbughtres that thei 
28 shulde not beginne fnrst to take new gises of raye- 
ment. 

FAire doughtres, y praie you that ye be not the furst to take i pray you be 
. not the first 

new shappes and gises of array of women of straunge to take new 

, shapes of 

33 contrey, as y wilt telt you there was a debate betwene a »"*«• 
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baronesse, that duelled in Guyen, and an other lorde that was 
A lady found a wise knlfifht and a malicious. For the baronesse saide unto 

fault with a °^ 

knight that hvm, " cousiu, v come out of Bretaine, and there y haue sene 

hiswifiBwas •' ' ' •' ■ ' "^ 

well «!oS» ™y cosin youre wiff, but she nis not arrayed like as ladies 4 
of this contrey of Gnyene be, nor of diuerse other plasez here 
abpute, for her hodes, taylles, and sleues be not furred ynowgh 

His reply, after the shape that rennithe now." And the knight ansuered, 
" sethe she nys not arrayed on youre gise, and that ye thenke 8 

"Ye shall her array and her furre to litett, and that ye blame me for it, 

bare no more 

cause to forsothe ye shaii haue nomore cause to blame me, For y wilt 

' blame jne ; ^ 

*[Foi.iob. make arraye her as "'nobly as ani of you ait, and as queintly; 

for ye haue but half youre hodes 4' <^tes furred with ermyn la 
or meneuer, and y wol do beter to her, for y wolt furre her 
gowne, coleres, sleues, and cotes, the here outwarde ; thus she 
my wife shau shall be beter purfiled and furred thanne other ladies and gentitt 

be better 

dressed than women. And supposo yo not that y wilt see that she be arraied 16 

any other, rtr j j 

after the state of the good women and worshipfutt of Fraunce, 
nor of them of this cuntre, that hath not take the state of 
the unthrifbi women that bene euett women of her body and 
but not after chambrercs to Englisshe men and other men of werre that ao 

tlie manner .ii 11 ai* 

of evil women duellen With hem as her lemmannys, for thei were the furst 

and foreign- 
ers, for that brought up this astate that ye use of gret purfiles and 

slitte cotes, for y haue of that tyme and y sawe it. And to 

take arraie that suc^ women bringithe up furst, y holde 24 

hym that doth it but febly consoled. And as to my wi£P, she 

shal not ; but the princesses and ladyes of Inglond* haue taken 

up the saide stat and gise, and they may wett holde it yef 

ladies should hem luste. But y haue herde saie that ladies and gentitt 28 

dress after 

good women womeu shulde sonner take the sise after ffood women thanne 

rather than ° ° 

evil." . after euett, and not take the euett suche noueltees." And so 
these wordes weren saide betwene the baronesse and the knight 
tofore att the peple, and the baronnesse helde her pees for Bhame, $2 
for she wost not what to saie nor to ansuere ; and so ther was 
mani that saide it hadde be beter for her to haue holde her 
is good to pees. And therfor, doughtres, ye may see by this ensaumple, 
«' common hit is good to holdo the mene astate of the good women, and 3^ 



r 
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of *th[e] comune astate of the rewme, that is to saiethe state of •[Foi.ii. 
the most partie that good women nsithe, and in especiait such ertateoftbe 
astate as thei that werith it may meintaine. Forto take array 

4 of strannge contrey hathe not be used, and leue that of his 
owne, that causithe mani to be mocked and scorned, as ye may 
see bi this knight that spake thus to his lady. And wetithe 
who so takithe furst a nouelte of array on hym, thei ben moche 

8 spoken of, but now a dayes and a woman here of a newe gette, 
she wilt neuer be in pees ti!i she haue the same. And the 
wiues saien to her husbondes euery day, " sir, suche a wyff and and (o follow 

the drssB of 

suche hathe suche. goodly arraye that besemithe her wett, and ^i^. "id not 
12 y praie yon y may haue of the same ; " and yef her husbonde saie, ^omen. 
" wiff, yef suche haue suche arraie, suche that are wiser thanne 
thei haue it not,'^ she wil saie, '* no force it is, for thei canne 
not were it, and yef y haue it ye slial see how weit it wifi 
i6 become me, for y can were it/' And thus with her wordes her 
husbonde must nedis ordeine her that she desirithe, other he 
shati neuer haue pees with her, for thei wol finde so mani 
resones that thei wiit not be wemed. But the women that dothe 
20 and saithe thus, be not most wisest nor canne not best her good, 
but thei haue more her herte to the plesaunce of the worlde 
thanne to her' husbondes profit. And there is a maner now Serving. 

women now 

amonge seruyng women of lowe astate, the whiche is comen, wearfuron 

^ ^ ^ ^ ' > their oollars 

24 for thei furre her colors, that hangin doune into the middil of ^^^ ^^^ 
the backe, and thei furre her heles, the whiche is doubed with 
filth, and it is sengitt about her brest ; the whiche arraie y whidi in 

, , A 1 11 winter were 

praise *not in winter nor somer, for hem were beter take the •[Po1.ii, 
^8 furre that hanggithe about her helis in the winter and sette it better on their 

stomadis. 

about her stomakes, for that had more nede of hete thanne 
her helys, and in somer it were beter awey, for flies hidethe and in sum- 
hem therinne ; and therfor y praise not the arraye nor that shelter for 

32 nouelte in a pore man, but y saie it not be women that may 
susteine and meintayne it atte her lust ; for y caste me not to 
speke nor to meditt me of no thinge of her astate nor arraie 
that aught to displese hem, for it longithe not to me but to 

36 worshipp^ and to obeye hem to my power. Nor y understonde 
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In this book I not to speke in this boke to none other women but to myn 

speak only to 

mydaughters propre doufi^htres and seruauntis of myn howse, and forto shew 

and servants. , •/ # 

hem how what is my luste and plesaunce that thei do. 
Doughtres, it is a gret perile to take 8try£P with folke that ben 4 
wise, or to dispraise the maners of hem. For gladly folke haae 
but litelt worships that tellithe t)r repreuithe ani suche folke 
of thaire condiciones. 



CHAPTER XXIL 
At a feast a i S it happed that there were atte a fewest diuerse lordes & 8 

lady told a ri . 

knight '^^ ladies, amonge the whiche was a knight that was a man 

wise of wordes and goodly behauing among ladies and gentitt 

women ; and so ther was a ladi saide to hym, afore alt folke, 

that he was ^'sir, ye are moche holde to youre God that hathe made you la 

but had an 80 faire and so goo<Uy a knight, that it is ineruaile but ye haue 

evil tongue ; 

an eueit condicion, that is to naje that ye are fiilt of iangelyng, 
• [Pol. 116. and haue an euelt tonge and canne not holde youre pees*." " Nou 
butherepiied, ladi," saide he, " is that the worst tache that ye know hi me ? " i6 

"I have f*aid 

no evil of and she saide, " ye forsothe yt is the worst." " Now," saide he, 

you, and you ^ ^ 

have of me, "late vou and me haue an euen iuge, and y trow it witt be 

therefore your •^ © > y ^ 

tongue fs founde that ye haue worse taches thanne y, for y will shew how 

worse than •' ff f j 

mine." yg i^Qxie satde and reproued me of the worst that ye coude saie 20 

by me, and y haue saide no thinge of you. And therfor me 
think ithe that ye haue a worse tonge thanne y, and me thinkithe, 
ladi, y haue not so light a tonge, nor iangilt not somoche." As 
the lady herde hym, and helde her pees, and thought that she 34 
wolde she had be stilt, and that she had not spoken one worde 
nor striuen with hym for diuerse causes ; for the pepitt that herde 
hym sufPre alt her ungoodly wordes, weren wrothe wttA her, 
and she hadd* ben beter to haue ben stilt thanne to haue re- a8 
Tiierefore proued a man opinly afore the companye. And therfor whanne 
own evu One wold* reproue one of his condiciones, he shulde thenke of 

before you 

reprove his owne. Yet y wilt telt you more on this matere, how Bursy- 

gaunt was amonge .iij. ladies that caste forto haue made hym 3a 
ashamed. And he, that was a wise knight amonge s alt other 
knightes, halpe hym as ye shult here. 
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CHAPTERS XXIII, XXIV. 

[Of Boucioaut and the three ladies ; and of three 
other ladies who accused a knight.] 

THese .iij. ladies satte togedres in a priue chambre, and talked Three uwUes 
^ ' . , ., ,r , talked of 

^ of her anentures, unto the tyme that one saide, " Moche Boueiaat, 

maugre haue she of us that wilt not tett, of good felawship 

here amonge us .iij., of that she shal be asked, that is, yef ani 

of us was this yeere praied of loue." " Truly," saide the furst, 

8 '' y haue ben praied/' The secounde and the thridde saide the 

' same. " Now," saide the boldest •ladi, '* sori loue haue she that • [FoLiift. 

tellitb not the name of hym that last praied her;" and there 

thei were acorded they shulde tett. ** Forsothe," saide the furst, •nd each eaid 

" ^ ^ he had talked 

13 "it was Bursigaunt that praied me." '*And in good aothe," }» her of 
saide the secound, ** so dede he me." " By my trouthe," quod 
the thridde, " and he praied me also/' ^* In good faithe," saide 
the .iij. ladies, '' he nis not so trewe a knight as we wende, for 

i6 he is but a tromper and a iaper, nofors, late us sende for hym." f"^?!?^ "•"* 

' And whanne he come he saide, "My ladyes, what wolde ye I" 
and thei bade hym sitte downe on the grounde by hem. And 
he saide, *^ Sethe y am come and must sitte, late me haue sum 

30 quyshon or a stole, for y might, and y satte lowe, brake sum 
of my pointes, and ye wold* saie perauenture it were sumwhat 
ellys.'' And so thei gate hym a stole ; and, whanne he was sette, 
as thei that were fult of ire and wrathe, saide, '* Bursegaimt, we and toid him 

34 are foule deceiued in you the tyme passed, for we wende that true knight, 
ye had be a true knight, and ye are but a mocker, and a iaper 
of ladies, and that is a foule tache/' And he ansuered, '* Ladies, 
how knowe ye that 1 " '* For, sire, y[e] haue here praied my cosin 

38 of loue, and so haue ye me, and ye saide ye loued us, and eche 
of us had youre herte, the whiche was fals lesinge, for ye might 
[not] loue us a!l thre best, for ye are not .iij. persones, nor 
ye haue not thre hertys, and therfor ye are fals and deseiuable, 

33 and ye aught not to be sette in the nombre of true knightis/'. 
And he saide, '' Ladyes, ye haue wronge, & that wolt y shewe 

3 
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you and ye vryS. yeue me leue to speke, and y wilt tett you 
• tPoKiJ, whi. For atte that tyme y spake * with eche of you, y loued 
her best that y spake with, and thought truly the same, and 
me thinkithe therfor ye be in the wronge to haue suche lan'gage 4 
on me, but y must suffre/' And whanne thei sawe hym nomore 
and proposed abasshed, thei saide they wolde drawe cutte amonge hem ther, to 

to draw lots . »> • i i <• 

for hun, ^ete to whom he shulde abide. ^' In good faithe, saide the furst 
ladye, " y witt drawe no cutte for hym, for y quite my parte g 
of hym ;" and that other .ij. ladyes saide, *' So do we oure part, for 

but he said WO witt not of hym." ^AV saide the knight, " ye nede not stryue, 

he would iiaj.1 i>»i>ii 

have none for she uys uot here that shau haue parte of me ; and with that 

of them. 

he rose and yede his waye, and lete the .iij. ladies be there att la 
abasshed and shamed. And therfor it is a gret peritt to bc^^inne 
to haue langage with suche men that canne skitt of the worlde ; 
and therfor here is an ensaumple that no woman shulde take 
no striff nor wordes with suche men, for there is mani women 16* 
that beginnithe langage with a man that canne not ende it 
Thus men can wett, for men canne fynde weyes to helpe hem selff, as dede 
help them- a man that was acused to .iij. ladies of suche an other dede 

selvei; as did ** 

amanwho, as.dedc Bursigaunt; and thei swore he shulde deye, and neuer 10 
go^toluif ^^^^^^^ ^^ more, and thei caught and shette hym in a cfaambre, 
^^* and as thei come eueriche with a knyff forto slee him, he saide, 

'^Ladies, it likith you that y shafi deye withoute mercy, y 
asked the praie you of a bone." And they graunted hym. And thanne 34 

greatest 

whore to he required hem that the strongest here of hem shulde smite 

None did; ^vLTst the stroke. And thei stode and loked eueriche upon 

001.^2.]^^' other, and ther was none that wolde touch * hym for shame, 

for there' was none that wolde take it on her that it were she. a8 

^t^away ^^ ^® ^^^^ ^^^ ^ abaisshcd, & he ranne and opened the dore, 
from them, j^^^ y^^^ y^ ^^^y^ . ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^j^^ knight saued, and thei 

abode abasshed and mocked. And therfor there be mani 
thoughtes and wyles with a man to )ielpe hym self atte nede ; 3^ 
but y wilt leue this matere, and go to women that wol goo to 
see iustinge and other diuerse sightes, and also wol go on pil- 
grimage more for sporte than for denocion. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

[Of ladies who go to justs and pilgrimages.] 

Iwili telt you of a lady tliat caught a gret blame and sclaundre of aiadj who 
cMigbt grwt 
atte iusting with-oute cause. She was a feire yonge lady, blame by 

4 and made there good chere, and daunsed and sange withJu*^: 
knightes and squieres, & alt her herte was sette on the worldes 
plesaunce, notwithstonding her huebonde was not best apaied 
with her for her outegoinge ; but she was glad a^ftway whanne 

8 she was praied to go oute, And she fonde menes to her bus- and her 

^ ^ ' hiMfaandlet 

bonde that she was all waye praied that she might go to. Her her go, 
husbonde wemed her not, for ferde lasse thei that praied hym 
wolde be wrothe, and leste men wolde deme that he were ielous 
12 of his wiff: and he dede gret coste to make her fresshe and and made her 

. ' fresh and gay, 

ffay at the saide festis, for the worshipp of her frendes, but she though 

® "^ ^ ^ ^'^ ^ ' againit his 

might haue perceiued mani tymes that it was ayenst her hu8- ^i- 
bondes wilt that she yede to suche festis. And so it happed And at a 

•^ , ^^ fenst, after 

i6 onis atte a fest that she was atte be night, thei quenched the the lights 

° ' ^ were put 

torches sodenly, and made gret noyse and crye, * and whanne * [Fou i2&. 
the light was light agein, the ladies husbondes brother was out, she was 
there, and sawe his suster-in-lawe a liteit asyde with a knight corner with a 

kniftht 

20 in a comer ; and in good trouthe y trow there was no thing 

done but good, but neuer the latter the brother tolde her ^ - 

husbonde, the whiche ait his lyff after mistrusted that his wiff 

had done^ amys^ and loued his wiff. neuer after so wett as heandherhus- 

band never 

34 dede before. And so there was neuer pees betwene hem, but loved her 

^ after, became 

cuer glomyng, louring, and chiding, and att her housholde yede she had an 

to not for this cause. 

Y knew another lady that gladly yede and was ledde to 
aS festis, and she caute an eueit name hi a lorde, that she was 
- 80 full of Borugh that she was nigh dede, and in so moche 

thought that she dwyned awey that there laft no thinge 

on her saue the bones. And whanne she shulde be dede, when dying 

she told her 

32 she sent after her Saueoure, and called att her frendes about friends 

* MS. "done done amys." 

3-2 
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her, and saide, '^Lokithe on me; am j lyk her that ye 
were wont to see atte festis and playes, so faire, fresshe, and 
goodly? but that tyme is passed, for y must to the erthe 
thennes that y come fro/^ And she saide to the lordes, knightes, 4 
squiers, and ladies, and gentilwomen that were about her, 
that she was '* There is. moche speche betwene suche a lorde and me, but 

innocent of 

any evil. that Lorde y receiue here be my<lampnacion yef euer he had to do 
more with my body thanne hadd* my fader, notwithstondinge S 
he and y hadd* gret communicacion diuerse tymes, but it was 
neuer in no ueleni, nor in no eue!l thought nor in dede." And 
so att thei that stode about her were abasshed, for thei wende 
• [Foi. 126. in her the contrary: not for atl that her ^worship was blemisshed la 

col. 2.] . 

and blamyd with hym, and, yef she had not use to goo to festis 

and other sportes in her husbondes absence, hit had not happed 

Therefore it is her. And therfor it is gret perile a woman to acustume her 

great peril for , r n * i i » % t » t 

a womi n to or to desiro to goo to suche festis ther she might abide atte i6 

go to feasts, 

when she home with her worshipp^ saued, vndefamed of her ffood name :. 

should be at rr > ^ o » 

home. for attc sucho places mani women takith moche blame with- 

oute cause. But y saie not but atte sum tyme that the[i] must 
nedis goo to obeie lordes and her frendes wilt, with her husbondesr ao 

If you have leue. And therfor, faire dough tres, yef it happe that ye must * 

togotoa, •, 

feast, nedis goo to suche festis, and that ye may not forsake it whan 

keep some it is night that thei begynne to syng and daunce, loke that 

servant near 

you, ye haue euer a frende or sum cosin or seruaunt of youres 24 

by you, for ferde and peritt and eueil speche, that yef it happed 
the torches to be queint, as thei were atte the feste, that thei 
not for fear might be nigh you, not for no ferde of none euett that ye wolde 
evil tongues, do, but for ferde of euetl tonges that gladlyer wott saie harme a8 
than good, and more thanne thei knew. And it is good that 
ye do so for the suerte of youre good name, that thei that 
stondithe hi you may saie, yef that tliei here a false iangeler 
or a Iyer saie aught on you that is not true, that thei may be 3> 
sure tp saye that it ys false. 
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CHAPTEB XXVI. 

I wol tett you another ensaumpla of hem that wolde 

not do on her good clothes on the halydaies nor on 

the Sondayes in the worshipe of oure Lorde Ihem, of 

4 the which y wolde ye knew the enBaumple how the 

gentill woman abraided the lady her maistres o£ 

I^Her was a ladi that had good clothes, but she wolde not • [Poi. 13, 
were hem, but yef she supposed to be atie sum fest orAtodyiuui 
8 that she wende to finde sum lordes or gret straungers. And butwwjidnot 
BO it happed that oure lady day felt on the Sonday, and her ' °*' 
mayde asked her, *^ Madame, whi witt ye not do on this day »<>* even on 

•^ / . . our Lady's 

a good garment in the worshippe of oure ladi day, and of the ^y» 

12 Sondayl" "Whi," saide she, "we shuit see no folke of astate 

to-daye." And her mayde saide, "Gk)d and his moder is of 

gretter state thanne any worldely folke, for he may take and 

geue ati thing atte his luste, for ail comithe of hym, and therfor 

16 his dayes and hys moderes dayes ye shulde worshippe." " Pees,'' 

saide the ladi, " God and the preest seith me eueri day, and 

so dothe not the strangers. And therfor it is beter to make 

me gay whanne y see hem thanne ayenst God." And the 

ao mayde ansuered, " Madame, that was euett saide for ferde of 

that may fa^." And the ladi saide, "Fait what woii fait, y wol 

do more eue^ft." And assone as she had saide that worde, there 

come a sodeine wynde that smote the ladi that she might not ^nd a sudden 

wind Binote 

94 store nor remeue more thanne a stone, and fro that tyine ^^'t «<> ^^t 

^ / tf she could not 

forwarde she most be bore two and fro, and swaii, and become ™®^t 
grete. And thanne she knowleged her misdede, and vowed 
pilgrymages, and was caried to hem in a litter. And to att 
a8 folke of worshipe she tolde what was the cause of her sekenesse, 
and that it was the uengeaunce of God that feii on her, the 
whiche she had weii deserued, for she saide that aii her lyff 
she had sette her to worshipe the worlde more thanne God, for worship- 

ping the world 

32 And hade more loye * to make her plesaunt to the worlde, to more than 

God, 

folke of astate, and straungers, that she might haue the lokes • [Foi. is, 

col* 8* 

of hem, than for loue or ^ni deuocion that she had to God, 
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other to ani of his Beintes. And after she saide to yonge gentilt 

women, *' Takitbe hede of the yengeaunce of God that is fait 

on me ; for sum tyme y had a faire body, and smal, as euery 

body saide, to plese me. And y, for bobaunce ^ and for to be 4 

preised of the worlde, y clothed me in riche clothinge and in 

good forres, and y made it to be shape in the best wise, streite 

and we!ft sittinge and iuste, that sum tyme the fruite that 

was in me suffered payne and was in perelt; and alt that 8 

y dede to haue veyne glorie of this worlde. And whanne y 

and being herde the pepitt that preised me, the whiche thei dede to plese 

p^^'* me, saieng, 'Here is a faire body of a woman the whiche is 

lykly to be loued of a worthi knight,' thanne my herte reiqysed la 

of gladnesse. Now may ye see what y am, for y am gi'ett^f 

thanne a pipe. And y am not lyk her that was sumtyme so 

queint and gay in my good arraye, streite and iuste, that y 

helde so cherely that y wolde not were it in the halydayes and 16 

Sondayes in the worships of €fod. And therfor, ladyes and 

frendes, God bathe shewed me my foly for sparing of my clothis 

on the holy day, and to were hem afore men of astate and 

straungers, to be preised and haue the losse and loking of hem. ao 

Wherfor y praie you att that ye take here atte me a faire en- 

saumple." And thus compleyned the sike lady, the whiche was 

•(Foi.is&. thus swolen an hole yere. And after, whanne God *had saine 
col. 1.] . . "^ 

But on her ^^^ contriciou and repentaunce, he sent her helthe, and heled 24 
■^wai°^ her hole of alt her sekenesse, and euer lowly to her God, and 
gaue her good garmentis for Goddis sake to the nedy, and her 
selff leued sympli, not hauing her herte to the bobant of the 
This is an ex- worlde, as she had before. And therfor, faire doughtres, here 28 

ample how ,^. iii.i-i «i ••■ 

people should IS a mire ensaumple how foike aught bet^ to arraie hem on 

wear their , • , • 

best clothes holydayos in worshipe and for the loue of God that sendith ett, - 

onhoIydajB, */ ^f ir 

for worship of and for the loue of hys blessed moder and saintes, thanne fo* 

God. ^ "^ ' 

to plese the sight of the worldely peple, the whiche are but 3a 
donge and erthe, for to haue the praisinge of hem ; for att tho 
that do so for the worldes plesaunce, y wene they displese God, 
and that he wilt do his uengeaunce on hem in this worlde or 

^ MS. « babaanoe.*' 
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in that other, as he dede on this lady that ye haue herde. 
And therfor take hede on these ensaumples, good doughtres. 

CHAPTEB XXVn. 
I will tell you an ensaumple on thia matere. 

4 TTIt befell that seint Bernarde, that was an holy man and of 
-^^ gret richesse and birt^, lefte 8^ his possessiones and good, 
and yede to seme Qod in an abbey; and for his holy lyuing, 
and of weringe of the heyre, and doinge gret abstinence and 

8 almes dedes, made that he was chose to be abbot of that place. 
And he hadd* a gret ladi to his suster, that come to see hym whoM 
withe gret me3mi, welt arraied with riche dothinge, and riche dreiMd to 
atyred of perles and presions stones. And in this array she 
u come afore her brother seint * Bernard] And whanne he sawe • [Foi. isb, 

ml fi 1 

her in that array, he turned to her his backe and blessed hym, 
and the lady was ashamed, and asked whi he ne wolde with 
her speke. And he saide that he had gret pitee to see her to 

i6 disgised, and in that pride that she was inne. And she dede 
of her riche ^ atyre and gay clothes, and toke other symple 
arraye. And he saide. " Suster, yef y loue youre bodi, by reson for which he 
y ' shnld^beter loue youre sowle : wene ye not that ye displcEe ofpHd*. 

30 Qod and his aungells to see in you suche pompe and pride to 
aome suche a carion as is youre body, whiche withinne .vij. 
dayes that the soule ys parted from the body, he sauerithe in 
suche wise that no creatoure may suffre to be nig£ it or see 

H it, with gret abhominacion ? Faire suster, whi thenke ye not 
that the pore peple that deyen for hungir and colde, that for 
the sixte pai t of youre gay arraye .xL persones might be clothed, 
refressbed, and kepte £rom the colde V And thus Bemarde de- 

2S clared the foly and the pompe of the worlde to his suster, And 

also the sauement of her soule. A^d thanne the ladi wepte. Then she sold 

hw elothWi 

and soldo awey her clothes, and leuid lA^r an holy lyff, and«u>ieda 

holj life* 

had loue of God, aungeles, and holy seintez, the whiche is beter 

» MS. *' riche riche atyre." 

' The original reads ; Belle saer, se je ume TO«tre corps, je doy par 
raiton plus amer vostre ame . , . . . 
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tbanhe of the worldelj pepitt. Therfor, doughtres, here ys an 

enaaumple how folke shulde not haue thaire herte on the worlde, 

nor make hem queint to plese it and them that be there inne, 

but late yeue parte of that God bathe sent to the nedy in bis 4 

name. And he that dothe so, may gete hym bys sauement; 

• [Foi. 14, for it is beter *to bane lasse gamementis tbanne the pore shulde 

It is better lacke. For who so settithe hym al to haue plesaunce of the 

rayment, world", it ys foly and temptacion of the fende ; and folke aught 8 

poor should to arraye hem more for loue and worship of God tbanne for 



want. 



worldely foule plesaunce, the whiche ys but shadow, and is not 
worthe to the rewarde of hym that alt may yeue and sonde. 

CHAPTER XXVni. 
An example An Other ensaumple y wilt tett you of them that is 

of talking 

at mass. UEon to clatre, speke, and iangle atte the masse, in 
the whiche whanne thei shulde haue herde the deuyne 
seruice of God. 

A hermit had TTIt IS conteyned in the gestis of Athenes, that there was an 16 
which pii- •■"■- holy hermite that badd? a chapetl of seint lohan in his 

grims came, ^ ^ * 

hermitage ; and for the bolinesse of the good man, and in the 
worshippe of seint loban^ the knightes, ladyes, & gentiil: women 
of that contrey come thedir on pilgrimage. And whanne thei ao 
were come, the ermite saide hem a masse ; and as he had saide 
and at mass the gospolt, he tumed towarde the peple, & sawe hem roune, 

he saw them . , • x- jt ' 

I^i"u*"^ iape, counsaile, and iangle, echo with other. And as he loked 
together, qjj Jj^jj^ gjj^ B&v^o her folyssbe countenaunce, he was ware that H 
and at their there was atte eueriche of her eeroB an orrible fende, that wrote 

sides black ' 

doS^toeir* *^ ^^^^ *^®^ saide, and lough hem to scorne; and the blak 
words. orible fendes yede lepinge on her hedys, homes, and riche atyre, 

as dothe the briddes that sittithe on trees and lepitbe from a8 
braunche to braunche; of the whiche the holy ermyte was gretly 
abasshed and meruayled. And whan he was in the canoun of 
* [Foh 14, bys masse, he herde hem clatre, laugh, iangle, and * horde of 
high, that it was gret meruaile of the holy man, [and be] smote 3' 
hys honde on the boke to make bepi hold? her pees. But there was 
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sum that dede not, and thanne sayde the ermyte to God, '^Lorde. He called 

to God, but 

and it be thi wili, make these foike holde her pees atte masse, tb^ did not 
and that they may know her foly." Thanne sodenly a!ft they 
4 that iangeled beganne to crye lyke wode folke oate of her 
mynde, that it was a piteons thinge to here. And whanne the »nd after 

mftM he told 

ermyte had saide masse, he tolde hem how he saw the fendes ^^^ ^^ >^ 
of hefl: on her hedes, homes, and tyre, and tolde hem the perilles 

'B and the synne that it was to make suche clateringe and leude 
wordes, iapes, and cotmtenaunces atte the masse. For there is 
no man atte the masse shulde do no thinge ellys but praie Qod 
denoutly; and these fendes that he sawe was on her hedes, 

12 tyre, and homes, that clatered and spake of her foly of lone 
atte messe, and thought more on her iolytees and the worldes 
delite, and to haue the loke of the musardes, thanne thei dede 
on the seruice of Qod. But there was sum in the chapett that 

x6 were in her deuocion and praiers, but on hem he sawe no thing 
Eaue good, notwithstondinge they were wett arraied. And the 
ermyte tolde h^m, who that arraied hym more to plese the sight 
of the worlde thanne God he makithe ioye and gladnesse to 

90 the fendes of heft. And the pepili that were there oute of 

her mynde and turmented, as ye herde before, cried, and pulled 

euer of her tyre, as thei had ben wode. And so the good 

ermyte counsailed hem to amende hem, *and to abide in praiers * [Foi. lib, 

7 34 in that chapel .ix. dayes ; and so thei dede, and thorugh the 

praier of the holy ermite, whan they had confessed hem, and pro- Jj^^n^^j^^ 
messed to God to be deuoute atte the masse, and neuer to iangle nor 2i^ cSd^ 
to clatre whanne thei shulde seme God, than the ermite assoiled ^^^* 

i8 hem, and they were heled, and come againe into her witte, and 
thei kepte hem euer after from iangelinge atte Goddes seruice. 

• 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

And here is an ensaumple how no man thoragH his 
clateringe shulde desturbe the devine seruice of Ctod. 

Et wilt y tell: you what befe!! atte the masse of the holy and saint 

, , , Briceaaid 

man, seint Martin of Towres, And as he saide masse there maestogether. 
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• 

haipe hym seint Brice, the whiohe was hys clerke and godeone, 

that after seint Martin was Ershebisshope of Towres, the whiche 

j^he Brice toke up a gret laughinge, and seint Hartin perseiued it. 

i'^^^ And whanne the masse was done, seint Martin aeked hym whi he 4 

becaase a laughed, and he ansuered, that he saw the fende write alt the 

fiend yrtM 

tS^iffle toik ^^^'^g^u^g^s that were betwene the women atte the masse^ and it 
onmuS^^'* happed that the parchemyn that he wrote in was shorte, and 
£od^"his ^® plucked harde to haue made it lengger with his tethe, and it S 
SSewiiS!^"^^ scaped oute of hys mouthe, and hys hede had a gret stroke 
ayenst the wall, '' & that made me to laugh." And whan seint 
80 St. Martin Martin herde hym, he knewe thffct ^eint Brice was an holy man. 

warned toe ' 

SxTonaUd** ^^ ^^ preched this to the women, and how it was a gret peritt 11 
at masae. ^j^^ syuue to speke and counsaile of worldly materes atte the 
[*Foi.i4&. masse or atte Goddes ^seruioe, and that it were beter not to be 

col. 2.] 

there thanne to haue such^ langage and clateringe. And yet sum 
clerkes susteinithe that none shulde not speke no manere thing 16 
whiles they bene atte masse, and in especial atte the gospelt, nor 
atte the ' per omnia; ' and therfor, doughtres, here is an ensaumple 
how ye shatt holde you humble and deuoute in the chirche, and 
for no thinge haue no iangelynge with nobody while ye are atte 26 
the masse, nor while ye seme Qod. 



CHAPTER XXX. 



Another ensaumple y wUt tell you of hem that for 
slouthe lessethe her masse and makithe other to lose 
her masse. ^ 34 

^jjj^htand T Haue herde of a knight A; of a lady that in her youth 
mJ!i*toSd delited hem to rise late. And so they used longe, til! 

at^chttrch for ^^^Y tymcB that thei loste her masse, and made other of her 
it'^^foo"^^ parisshe to lese it, for the knight was lorde and patron of the 98 
chirche, and therfor the preest durst not disobeye hym. And 
so it happed that on a Sonday the knight sent unto the chirche 
that thei shulde abide hym. And whanne he come, it was passed 
none, wherfor thei might not that day haue no masse, for euery 32 



late. 
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man wide it was passed tyme of the day, and therfor thei doiBt 
. not singe. And so that Sonday the knight, the lady, and a!t the 

parisshe was wttAoute masse, of the whiche the pepiD: were sori, 
4 hut thei must nedes su&e. And on a niffht there came on And um 

ayision to the person, that he keptea gret flocke of shepe in a ^^^^ ^ 

felde there that there grewe no grasse; and he wolde 1"^^® 5iiJJ^['*^ *° 



ledde hem into a felde there grasse was, *bat he must go whith *[Poi.i6. 
8 hem thorugh a streite pathe, and in the pathe he saw a gret 
blacke swyne and a sowe, horned, that lay ouer-thwarte the 
pathe ; And he was so sore aferde of her homes, that he yode 
awey and fledde with his shepe, withoute pasturinge or fedinge 

I a hem. And a noys saide to hym, '* Whi art thow aferde of these 
Jiomed bestys V & with that & a;woke. And the same night 
the knight and the lady dremed that thei were become homed 
swyne and sow, and wolde not late the shepe goo to her pasture 

i6nor fedynge. And after hem thought that there come mani 
blacke hunters, and blake hors, with many blake gi'eyhoundes, 
and raches; and the houndes were uncoupeled on hem, and 
chaced and bote hem spitously bi the eeres and thies; and them 

80 thought that the chace dured so longe on hem titt they were 
take and slayne. And of this auision, whanne they were awaked, 
thei were foule afraied; for the auicion come to hem bi two 
tymes. And the person come to the knightes hous, and he tolde 

a4 hem his auicyon, and the preest his, of the whiche thei were 
gretly meruailed, and thaire sweuens^ were lyche. And the 
preest saide vnto the knight, ** There is hereby in a forest an 
holy ermyte that canne tett us what this auicion menithe." And 

38 than thei yede to hym, and tolde it hym fro point to point, and 

as it was. And the wise hoU maQ, the whiche was of blessed lyfiT, And a hermit 

explained 

ezpouned and declared her auicion in this wise: ''Sir knight, their dreams. 
ye & youre wiff are blacke swyne and sowes that kepithe the 
3a pathe thorugh the whiche the shepe shulde go to her * sus* • [Foi. i5, 
tenaunce and fode, that is to mene, that ye ar lorde of the 
parisshe that ye duett in. And ye haue destroubled the paris- 
shenes to here masse and Qoddes semice, the whiche is the 

* MS. •'■wemes." 
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fedihg and the pasture of the body and soole, and for yonre rest 
and sleping by day, like swyne, ye haue made youre neygHbonres 
lese her masse and Goddes seroice ; and the homes that ye had 
ibatbwaiiM aignifieth that ye be therfor in dedly synne. And in especial} 4 

thcj made 

ocben to io4 ye make other to lese the seroice of Qod, the whiche ye may 

thtir matntf 

neuer amende withoute ye Baffi*e therfor gret torment. And 
therfor the vengeaonce of the dede is shewed yoo bi aoicion, that 
ye shall be tormented, and chaced, and slayn therfor with fendes 8 
of bell, withoote amendement* For it were beter to yoo, that 
ye lacked to here an hondred masses, thanne ye lette a man to 
fiiey were here onc or a preest of his denocion. For the preest most fall 

worse than In , 

^tOecting into the synne of wrathe, and his parisshenes gone forth to the 12 
Itle boos or to a taoeme, and thorugh taryeog lese her denocion. 
And att this eoell comithe of yoore sleuth and qmne, of the 
whiche ye shall yelde onis acompte of; And ye shaH be therfor 
chaced, tormented, and slayne, and in waye to be dampned, but t6 
ye amende it." And thanne the knight was abasshed, and asked 
oounsaile what was beste for hym to do. And the holy man 
counsailed that on thre Sondayes he shulde knele on his knees 
afore all the parisshenes, and one hem mercy, and that they ao 
wolde forgeue hym his misdede that he had kepte hem so longe 
a dayes from her masse, And that thei wold praie to God 
• [Foi. 166. foryeue hym aud his wyff, * and he wolde euer after be one of 
And they the furst attc the chirche. And thei were shriue of the ermite, 34 
after the fiivt and had penaunce of hym, and were chastised that thei dede 
'^"^'^ naught as th.7 were wont. And he and his wyff thuiked Qod 
of her auicion that he sent hem, that thei might amende hem, 
And 60 from that tyme forwarde thei were the fiirst atte the 38 
masse and the laste therirom. And also the ermite tolde the 
preest his auicion like as hadde the knight, and that God shulde 
be dradde and serued afore ani erthely thinge or delite of rest or 
plesaunce ; wherfor, doughtres, take here ensaumple that for 33 
youre persones ese that ye make not diuerse peple lese her 
masse and denocion, thorugh youre necligence and sleuthe; 
for it were beter for you to here no masse thanne to lette dl^ 
other. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

I wolde yd knew an ensanmple of the lady that wolde 
haue alwey a quarter of a day to artaie her. 

THer was a ladi that duelled fast bi the chirche, that toke ^ H^j took 
10 long to 
t euery day so longe tyme to make her redy that it made J^jjj^ji^ 

wery and angri the person of the chirche and the patisshenes to CJ^r mMi 

abide after her. And she happed to abide so longe on a Sonday 

that it was far dayes, and euery man said* to other, ^'This day we 

8 trow shalt not this lady be kemed, and arraied ; " and sum of 

hem cursed her. and saide, "The deuett arraye her onis, and be that they 

, cunedher; 

her merour, for because she makithe us euery day in use and to 
abide after her." And as God wolde shew for ensaumple, atte the 
I a same tyme and houre as she loked in a mirrour, in stede of *the * [Poi. isb. 

. . col. 2.] 

mirrour, the deueit turned to her his ars, the whiche was so and the dero 
foule and orible that for ferde she was wode and oute of her her in her 

glass, and 

mynde, and was so sike lonera : and atte the laste Qod sent her fHghtened 

^ I ° , her so that 

i6 her witte : & she was chastised, and wolde no more make '^^ ^?°i<i "« 

' more keep 

folke to mouse after her, but wolde be sonner arraied and atte '®**^ waiting, 
the chirche thanne ani other. And she thanked God that he andshethanfc. 

ed Ood He 

had chastised hel: so that she might amende her : and therfor had chastised 

° her that slie 

20 here is an ensaumple that no body shulde take so long leyser to °»ight amend. 
arraie hem that thei lese her masse and Qoddes seruice,. and 
make other also to lese it. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 
Kow y wilt teU you an ensaumple on this matere of An example 

^ ^ *' of a holy lady 

34 an holy lady that loued wel God and his seruise. ^'^J?^?' ^ 

^^^ His service. 

TTIt happed her on a day that she herde no masse, she wold* when she 
•^■^ not that day ete flesshe nor fysshe; & yet she wolde mass, she 

would eat no 

be full of sorw in hert ; and hit happed on a day her chapelein flesh nor fl«h. 

a8was sike that he might not synge, wherthorugh she must go be?Sg° «!<*,* ° 

home withoute masse. And she yede withoute her place crieng have no mass, 
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and cried on On God, saieng these wordes, ''Lord^ forgete not puraeie me of thin 
holy seraice, though this chapelein be syke :" and as she saide 

who sent her these wordes she saw comyng towardes her two freres, of the 
whiche she was gladde, and asked hem yef the wolde saye her 4 

sheaakedone masse ; and thei ansuered her, yee, yef her lyked. And she 

of them to 

aaymawfor praied ono of hem shulde go to. And she thanked Qod of her 
The youngest coming. And so the yonggest of the freres yede to masse. 

' And as he was afore the Agnus Dei, the olde frere loked on hym 8 
and when he how he brake the oste in the .iij. parties. And he sawe one of 

broke the , , 

« [Foi. 16, the parties lepe *into the good ladies mouthe m manere of a gret 

host in 8 clerenesse or a light; and the frere that was atte the masse loked 

Sder'fHar aboute hym where the .iij. parte of the oste was becomin, and '^ 

them leap tremeled for ferde, and his felowe come to hym & saide, "Be not 

into the 

lady's mouth, aferde, for that ye seke is in the good ladies mouthe." And 
friitf Ambled thanne he helde hym content, and thanked God of that miracle, 

for fisar 

and then & thus it happed the lady that loued so moch the seruice of 16 

thanked God 

for the mira- Gk>d. And therfor here is an ensaumple to loue Goddes seruice. 

cle. , 

God shewed God louithe hym, as he shewed unto this good lady apertely that 
them who' had SO gtet desire to serue hym and to see hym, as ye haue herde 

desire to serve <, « 

Him. here afore. 20 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 
An example I woldo ye herde an ensaumple of a countesse that 

of a countess ij ^ xi_ 

that every day euory day woldo here thre masses. 

heard three 
masses. 

One of her A Nd as she yode a pilgrimage, one of her chapeleinez fett of 
hurt himself, -^ his horsc and hnrte hym selff in suche wise that he miffht 24 

and could not , •^ a f 

sing. not singe, and the ladi was futt of sorugh that she shulde lacke 

She prayed to one of her masses. And as she made deuoutly her praiers to God, 
who sent her l^e Sent her a seint in stede of a preest to saie her a masse; but 
who after, whannc he had songe and done of his yestementys, there wost 28 
vanished. no body whero he become. And thanne the ladi wist that it was 
She humbly Goddes soudo, of the whiche she thanked hym humbely. And 

thanked God. ' ^ ^ 

here is a good ensaumple how God purueiethe for hym that 
fouithe hym, and his seruice. And y trowe there be now mani 32 
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women that paBsithe a dayes. withe feuer masses thamie Jij. Thereuv 

Buuij ironwn 

and that it suffisithe hem to here one, for her deuocion is so now who hew 

1«« than three 

litelt *in the seroice of Ood: for who that loaithe hym and>°**^* 

•[Fol. 16, 

4 dredithe hym, he wilt ofte see God and here his holy seroice. coi. 2.] 
And he that dothe contrarie, wol passe lightly, as diuerse do now ^^^havT**' 
a dayes, that haue more delite to plese the worlde and the flesshe to^^eaw the 



^, j^ t world than 

thanne God. ood. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 
8 I wol tell you an ensaumple of a yong lady that An example 

of a young 

had her herte moche on the worlde. udy whose 

hewt waaon 
the worid. 

A ND there was a squier that loued her, and she hym. And for ghe was in 
-^ hecaose that she might haue heter leiser to speke with hym, aquire, 
13 she made her hoshonde to nnderstond* that she had uowed in 
dinerse pilgrimages; and her hushonde, as he that thought 
none euetl, and wolde not displese her, sofered and helde hym 
content that she shulde go whedir her lust. And it happed that and went on 

a pilgrimage 

16 she and the squier yede a pilgrimage to a place that was of oure ^i^i^ ^^e 
lady. And thei thought they were wel atte ease, that they 
might haue her foly speche and communicadon togedre, in u)^ ^ligiited 

111 8p06dl H^ 

whiche they delited hem more thanne to sale praieres or seruice g*J*«' ™*«' 
30 to God, or to haue ani deuocion in her pilgrimage. And iti^'^y®"- 
happed thei were atte the masse, and thorugh the temptacion of ^^ 
the deuell they delited hem atte the masse in lokyng, and in 
makinge signes, eueriche to other^ of loue and iapes, more 
34 thanne they delited hem in Qoddes seruice, or to sale deuoutely 
her matenes or praieres. And Gk>d, that wolde shewe his miracle 
that thei dede euelt, sent the ladi suche a sodein sikenesse that she was taken 

withsickneas 

she swalt there she stode, and that no man wost whedir she 

38 shulde leue or deye. And she *was taken anone in armes, and * fol le^. 

col. 1.] 

horn into the towne as a dede woman ; and in thre dayes after and carded 
she neuer ete mete nor drinke. And so her frendes and her 
hnshonde were sent for, the whiche, whanne they come, made 
33 moche sorugh that this auenture was fait on her ; for thei wost. 
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and in a not whedir she shnld^liue or deye. Bat as she laye in a traance 
fittherand that .iij. daves her thought she sawe her fader and moder; and 

mother came • • ■, 

to her, her moder shewed her pappes and brestis, saieng, '' Faire doughter, 

loue and worship yonre hushonde that God and the chirohe 4 
haue geuen yon, and abone al erthely men, and loue hym lyke 
as ye haue loued these brestis, the whiche hathe norisshed you/* 

and told her And her thought that her fader asked her, " Whr looe ye or haue 

to love none ,, , , iiiflWAii 

but her more plesmge to am man than to youre husbonde ? And he 8 

husband. . . . 

saide, " Doughter, loke what sight is besydez you." And he 
sidde, "But ye amende you, ye are like to fait in the fyre." 

And she saw Thanne she loked besides her, and she sawe a depe weS full . 

firel of the fire of he% and she was allmost fall therin. Of the la 

whiche auidon and sight she was foule afraied. And thanne her 
fader and her moder shewed her an hundred preestis that she 

bat fbr her had clothed in white for the loue of the soules of her &der and 

clothing moder. And her fader and her moder thanked her therfor. i6 

priests she 

was kept ^d after she thought that she saw the ymage of oure ladi 
holdinge in her honde a cote and a smocke. And saide to her, 
" This cote and smccke shal kepe the from £a,llyDg6 into that 
wett of fire, notwithstondinge thou hast defouled myn hous." 20 

• [Foi. lU. And in that afray *she awoke of her traunce and auicion, and 

col. 2 ] , ' 

and when she toke up a gret sighe; and thanne her husbonde and frendes 
were glad that she was not dede. And the lady was abaissked 
of her sweuene and auicion, and asked a preest what best was for 34 

she sent for a her to do j and he dede seche her a man of holy lyff that wered 

priest, 

the hayre, that was a gret clerk, and a man of holy religion ; 
and she was shreue to hym, and tolde him all her auicyon, and 
her fere that she hadde of the well ; and tolde hym all her aS 
who told her synuc and youthe. And the holy man declared her auidon, and 

what her </ *f 

vision meant: saide, "Ye are as moche beholde to God and to hys blessed 

moder, that wiH not that youre soule be lost, nor dampned, but 

a shewed you before the pereH for youre saluacion. Furst, God 3a> 

hathe sheued you youre fader and youre moder. And that youre 

that she moder saide, * doughter, loue and worship youre husbonde as ye 

her hnsband, haue loucd these brestis that haue norisshed you ; ' that is to 

menyng thit ye shulde loue and doute youre husbond*, as ye z^ 
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loued youre moderes brest wbanne ye were norlsshed tberof. 
For the child* louithe of att thinge the pappe, for the suetnesse of 
the melke of the whiche he takithe his norisshinge and wexinge; 
4 and so aught eueri good woman do after Qoddes lawe, to loue and live after 

® ^ God's law: 

her husbond* aboue att other loues, And to forsake worldely 
loues that be unlefutt. For onre Lorde saithe with his mouthe 
that woman shulde leue fader, moder, brother, and suster, for 
8 her husbonde* For they are not diuerse, but two flesshes that 
God bathe ioyned in one, and that no roan shulde putte betwene 
hem no * thinge that might seuere the loue that God and the « [Foi. 17, 
chirche bathe ioyned in hem. Yet youre moder saide you that ye and that the 

12 toke youre norisshinge and waxing of the suetnesse of the milke, ^rriag? ^ 
the which signifiethe the swetnesse that shulde be in trew the sweetness 
mariage, and grace with loue of God. And after that, youre miik : 
fader saide, whi take ye ani man more loue and plesaunce 

16 thanne youre husbond? and see ye that bi'eniiinge wett of the that the 
fire of belt that is be-side you, in the whiche ye ar lik to fait f offtresigni. 

fiedthatif 

that signifiethe that and ye loue ani other than youre husbonde, siie loved any 

other man, 

or ani other dele wit^ you, sauf he only, ye shaft fait into the she should 

•^ ' ^^ ^ fall Into hell 

20 well, and be broiled and brent, and sinke in the pitte of belt. a$apuni*h. 

' » r • ment for the 

euer to be there amonge the deueles, for the delite of that euel Jni^^,""^®* 
plesaunce that ye bane hadde ayenst Goddes lawe. And therfor, }leJ JJi*®*^® 
sen ye haue sene the fire of belt yenieaunce, and the punicion 
34 that ye most suffre for that fals delite yef ye do it, leue it. 
And after youre -moder shewed you the white preestes. And saide That the 
that ye had clothed hem, and they thanked you: that signifiethe pnestssigni. 

^ / '' J ' o fled that her 

that ye had made mani preestes reuest hem, and synge masses support of 

* * , priests and of 

aSfor thaire soules: wherof thei dede thanke you; and sertaine "passes for the 

' •/ ' souls of the 

lyke as ye praie for her soules and other that bene dede, so praie ^gj^, 
thay for you ; and bethe sori wbanne thei seithe ani that dothe ihip^Sfthe!? 
for hem stondynge in way of dampnacion, as ye may see, thei ^"^"-^ 

3a were sori of the temptacion that ye hadde, and that ye stode in 
waye like to be loste, and therfor thei come to socour you, for 
the sood dedes and masses, praiers and almesse, that ye hadde ^ 
don * for hem. After ye sawe the ymage of oure ladi that in her coi. 2.] 

36 honde helde a cote and a smocke, and saide to you that this image of ouc 
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Lady signified ^hatt saue vou from fallvnge in the welt, not-withstondinge ye 

that Iier ^ 

charity in haue fouled mvn hous, that is to save that ye had ben in her 

clothing the J » j j 

poor had chirche more to haue plesaunce in aiiifutt dedes thanne for the 

gamed her * 

forgiveneM: plesaunce of her thenkinge, and hauinge luxurious lokes, coun- 4 
tenaunces, and signes in her chirche atte the masse. And there 
the uoys of oure ladi saide ye hadde fouled the chirche. Att 

that all who thei that gone on pilgrimage to a place for foule plesaunce more 

do evil in o ^ x o c=» x ^ 

holy places thanuc deuoclou of the place that thei go to, and cQuerithe thaire 8 

scorn God; ^ ^ ^ ^ *=* 

goinge with seruice of God, fowlithe and scomithe God and oure 
lady, and the place that thei goo to, as dede the squier whaune 
he come to that place, and that ye hadde more plesaunce in hym 
thanne ye hadd* of the plesaunce of God, or on the pilgrimage i a 
that God sent that ye yode to. And of that misdede God wolde shew that ye 

her sickness 

to shew her had failed in, and made you therfor suffre that peyne and euett 

her sin; r ^ i. ^ 

but her Lady that YC hauo hadde. And that oure ladi wold* haue you saued 

saved her for "^ *> 

her charity: f^j, g^ ^.q^ ^^^ ^ smockc that ye gaue to too pore women in the 16 
worghipe of God and her, the whiche as as the uoys saide hathe 
saued you, that is to saye, the almesse dede that ye dede hathe 
kepte you from fallynge in the fyre of heil ; that is to mene that 
youre auicyon and this fortune that ye haue bene inne, and that 20 
ye haue bene kept bi oure lady forto not fait in synne vfith the 

and that she squicr as ye had thought. Thinke this is an exaumple and 

should amend ., 

her life a waminge forto amende you that ye were not dampned, nor lost, 

* [Fol. 176. 

col. 1.] And therfor thank e * God hertely, and amende you bi tyme of 24 

God for the youre crrour and foly. And ye aught hennys forward* kepe 

you welt from falling in suche peril! to lese youre soule, and 

into horrible synne, as to be in wilt to breke youre mariage, the 

whiche God hathe made hym selff to holde hole and to be kepte. 28 

Lastly, he And also ye are suoren to God and to youre husbonde atte the 

reminds her *" 

that she was chirche dorc afore witnesse that ye shatt neuer breke it while 

sworn to God " 

husband^' yc leue to-gedre. And yef ye do, ye are sliamed and falsly for- 
sworn, and not worthi neuer to come in compaui of goode 32 
women." And thus the good holy man shewed her and declared 
her auicion that she mette of, and taught her to do wett. And 

And the lady ii-i. ii -iiii^ii 

recovered, SO the ladi was hole, and thanked God that she was saued from 

and thanked 

God synne, and from her foule delite and plesaunce ; and after that 36 
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*ue to praie and to 
3 hous to make mar- 
br, to conferme this 

ayracles in these two 
place was foaled, the 

'm, that is the chirche. 

IL 



and laid it 
■liould be a 
house of 
prayer, and 
not of 

merchandtaer 
and God by 
these two 
miracle* 
shewed his 
displeasure at 
his church 
being 
** fouled.** 



CHAPTER XXXV. 
•♦^ in » cMrcIw th.t .J^**^ 



•] 

i the good and takithe 

$m, y saie for there is Many foUow 

. i 1 i ®^' examples 

id there be mam that rather than 
umples. And thei that 
e of the right way, and going out of 
an good and sauacion way, and 

against the 

he we shulde holde, the command- 

ments of God. 

the most of the worlde Most people 

seek the 

flesshe and the veyne pleasures and 

*' vain glories 

irowde of her science, ^ein'* proud' 
ther that be enuious to envious, 
and other that be fnlt 
)f bote and brennyng angry, or 

, - _ -^ lecherous, 

iTOlues, or other Wyla like beasts. 

noche mete and drinke, others are 

gluttonous, 

hat euer are in couetise covetous, 






)en bawdes and theues, iiar8,and 
ers, traytours and fals of # [PoMsft 
that be slowe that wytt3~J,;^i^„„' 

•. And these manere of S^^JJ'-or 
a fals maisteris doctrine, Aiuhware 
counsailethe, temptithe, ofl fiSS""'" 
dithe hem bounde in his Z^''^^^ 

J -. r i.i_ who holdeth 

3ion ; and men 01 these them bound, 

n ii 1 • I. •. • xi until they are 

of the Whiche it is the unbound by 

cunfessiou. 











52 ADVENTURE OF A MONK IN A CHURCH. [Chap. XXXVI. 

On the day, vnto the tvme that the pepilt yode a procession about 

morrow all 

the people for them to pray to God that that orible siffht miffht he ended 

made a pro. '^ ^ e s 

cession, and and hiddo. And atte the last, whanne it was nicrht, thei de- 
prayed for ' o ' 

them, when parted. And after the chirche was halowed or euer there 4 

they were * 

separated, ^ere saide there-in ani masse. And they that dede the 

And when the " 

»**"Shaj** ^^'^^ were ioyned to penaunce, to go naked afore the pro- 

'»nF*i 18 cession thre *Sondayes, beting hem self and recwdywg her 

^coi.i.] synne tofore the pepitt. And therfor here is an ensanmple 8 

pwMwiTO ^ *^*' ^^ t>ody shulde do no suche filthe in the chirche, but kepe 

therein. ^ clone and worships God there inne. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

ilma^i^'x"^ Yet woH y tell you an other ensanmple ni>on this 
^pie* matere, that befelt in the parties of Peytow not thre la 
yeere sethe. 



In an abbey fTTlHere was an abbey in Peytow called Chimefere, the 

in Poitou <^ > I • . J J J 

P?"^*J*^g^ I whiche abbey was fortefyed for werres; and the 

woraairii'the "^ priouTO of that abbey had a monke there, that was 16 

same posture ; jjig ^euew, that bight Pigreet, the whiche atte a tyme 

might not be founde ; and he was lost. And atte the laste 

thei fonde hym in a corner of the chirche byhinde a wche 

on a woman, and they might not parte that one from that 20 

and all people other. And than alt folke come thedir to see hem: of the 

came to see ' 

them, whiche sight the sely monke was sore ashamed of and full 

of sorw, and so was his uncle and alt other monkes. And 
and the monk after, whanne it was the wilt of God, thei parted, and the 34 

fled away for 

shame. monke Pygreet went and fledde a-wey oute of the abbey for 
This is an shame. And therfor here is an ensaumple that no body shulde 

example that , 

no one should do that orible synne of the delyte of the flesshe in the chirche, 

seek worldly 

pleasures in nor to speke nor to make countenaunce nor lokes of foly loue 28 

aclmrch; ^ * "^ 

there inne, but yef it were of loue of mariage. For as one of 
for God went the gospelt saithe that God entred into the chirche, the whiche 

totheTemple, o ^ ' 

who wid"* *" ^^ ^^^ *^*^ tyme called the temple, and he fonde tbat they 
things there, golde there inne marchaundises : and he made uoyde oute alt aa 

•[Pol. 18, J ./ o- 

coi. 2.] tiiey that solde ani thiiige therin, And saide that *the hous of 



Chap. XXXVII.I HANGER OF FOLLOWIXa BAD EXAMPLES. 6S 

God shulde be kepte clene, and shulde seme to praie and to and nid it 

, * diould be a 

make onsones inne : And that it was none hous to make mar- hoiweof 

prayer, and 

chaundise and to do synne in. And therfor, to conferme this JJ^^^j,^ 
4 that is afore, oure Lorde hathe sheued his myracles in these two ""J o<»d by 

" these two 

chirches, how it displesed hym that his holy place was fouled, the Jf/JiJ^n,!, 
whiche was ordeined of clennesse to serue hym, that is the chirche. hil^chuSSi' ** 

being 
** fouled.'* 

CHAPTER XXXVn. 

[Of Bad Examples.] 

-8 And therfor, doughtres, thei that seethe the good and takithe 

the eueli, by reson they shult repent hem, y saie for there is Many fonow 

evil examples 

mani euett ensaumples in the worlde, and there be mani that rather than 
takithe hem sonner thanne the good ensaumples. And thei that 
12 done so, done ayenst nature, and gone oute of the right way, and going out of 

the right 

ayenst the comaundement of God, that ait good and sauacion way, and 

•^ . . against tlie 

techithe, and yeuithe us wretin the whiche we shulde holde, the command- 

•' ' mentsofGod. 

whiche we kepe febely. For we see that the most of the worlde Most people 
i6 gouernithe hem after the delite of the flesshe and the veyne pleasure* and 

° '' vaui glories 

glorie of the worlde, as sum that be prowcle of her science, ^iing JJJuJ' 
richesse, and her birthe ; and there be other that be enuious to envious, 
see other in gretter degre thanne they ; and other that be full 
20 of yre and rancour ; and other full of bote and brennyng angry, or 
lechery, enflamed unmesurably like wolues, or other wyld" like beasts, 
beestis : And other that be lykerous of moche mete and drinke, others are 

gluttonous, 

takyng unresonably therof ; And other that euer are in couetise covetous, 
24 of that is not heres ; And other that ben bawdes and theues, iu^^nd 
nsureres, bariters, ouerthwarteres and lyers, tray tours and fals of * ^p^] .^^ 
her worde, *and bakbyters ; and other that be slowe that wylt ^^l'^ „o 
do no good to hem selff ne to none other. And these manere of S2^*veYoV 
28 men sheuithe that they be the children of a fals maisteris doctrine, ^luhware 
the whiche is the deuett of hett, that counsailethe, temptithe, ofl fidw*^^" 
and gouernithe hem, and the deuett holdithe hem bounde in his ^^i/' 
sendee tilt thei be vnbounde by confession ; and men of these them bound, 
32 maners there be now a dayes to mani, of the whiche it is the unbound by 

cuufeiiuou. 

more pitee. 
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GOOD EXAMPLES TO BE FOLLOWED. [Chap. XXXVm, 



But others 
have love of 
<^od, 

and fight 
against 
temptation ; 

and are 
temperate 



CHAPTER XXXVm. 
[Of Gk>od Examples.] 

And there b€) other be YrfBe, that hane her herte and hope 
of God. And for the lone and fere that thei hane in hym, they 
kepe hem clene and fy tithe ayenst t^mptaciones, and the 4 
bi*aydes of the fyre of lecherye, and kepith hem suerly withoute 
delycious metes, for the flesshe is tempted by dellcions metes 
and drinkes, the whiche bene letteres and kindelers of the brondes 
of lecherye ; and other that haue grace to thenke that they hane S 

and content, sufiisaunce, and that is ayenst conetise. And there be other 
that haue fi*ee hert, true and iuste, and be not riotous ; for who 

Many men that sekithe vvot ffladly, he metithe therewith, for many men 

for anger beat ^0^7 ^ ^ 

themselves for anffer betithe hym selff with his owne staffe, and sekithe hym 12 

with their ® ^ ■ , . 

own staff. gorw from day to day. And God blessithe in the gospetl the 

God blesseth 

the meek and meke and the humble hert. And a!t these men that kepithe 

humble, 

hem selff clene, and in the loue and drede of Gk)d, and of his 
neighboures, sheuithe weit who is her fader/ and that is God 16 
the fader, of the whiche they kepe his comaundementis as holy 
chirche techithe hem. And they haue free hert to witholde 
good ensaumples of lyff, and ioye perdurable, and of saluacion. 
And therfor, faire doughters, haue night and day youi*e hertes to 20 
* [Foi. 186. hym ""and loue hym, and drede hym, and he wilt kepe you and 
He will keep saue you from peritt and temptaciones. And therfor, my faire 
who love and doughtei-s, y Wilt shewe you and declare you by this boke the 
The Bible good ladyes that God preisithe in the Bybilt, and for thaire holy 3^ 
ampies of ' lyfif shal euer be praised, and therfor takithe ensaumple to lyue 
clenly and honestly as thei dede. And also y will declare you 
sum euell women that were diuerse and cruelt, the which made 
and hadd" euell ende, to that entent that ye may take hede by 28 
hem to kepe you from the euelt, that ye fall not inne. 

CHAPTER XXXIX— XLVL 
[The Example of Eve.] 
He furst ensaumple of euell* and synne, wherethorugh 
the dethe ys entered in to this worlde, hit come 33 

of £ue, oure furst moder, that lytelt kept the 

1 MS. " well." 



and is ilie 
Fatlier of 
those who 
keep His com< 
mandments. 



and of evil 
women. 



The first 
example it 
I3ve, through 




J 



Chap.XXXIX. ^^^ CONSEQUENCES OP EVB's FAULT. 55 

comaundement of God, nor toke none hede of the wor- whom death 

entorod the 

sbipp« that God hathe sette her inne. For God had world, 
made • her lady of a!! thinges under heuene bering lyff whom God 

muds lady of 

4 on ertbe, And that att thingges shulde obeye atte her wytt. aii tiungi. 
And yef she hadde not fatt in the synne to breke the comaunde- if she had not 

broken God's 

ment of Grod, there hadde be no fisshe in water, beest on ertH, command- 
ments, aii 
bridde in the eyre, but they shulde haue bene alt in thaire fl^^es, beasto, 

^ ' "^ and birds 

8 obeysaunce to haue demened hem atte her lust withoute ani would have 

*' been obedivut 

obstacle. And she shulde haue brought foithe her children ^ ^^» 
with-oute payne or perilt. And she shulde neuer haue thrust, »"J »hewouid 
nor hunger, colde, hete, nor trauayle, siknesse, heuynesEC in JJerif^JhSit"* 
\2 herte, nor worldly dethe, nor no water shulde drenche her, nor IlSHf^nw'*'*' 
fyre brenne her, nor no thinge hurt her. And therfor takithe ^^^^ 
hede how one synne puttithe her oute of so higH a worships, And one sin 

, , -111 deprived her 

ease, and blisse of loue into this ser*uage and bondage as we of this '^uias 

i6 be in, for she lost all worships, richesse, ese, and blysse, and the * [Foi. 19, 
. . . . C01.1.] 

obeisaunce of ait thinges, for the sinne of the disobeysaunce. 

Now doughtres take hede wherinne the furste woman synned, Therefore 

, . take heed 

to that entent that ye may be ware therof by good doctrines wherem siie 

sinned. 

ao and ensaumples. And one of the furst causes of synne that Eue one of the 

first causes of 

dede, was for she toke aqueintaunce lightly of the serpent, and her fan was 

listening to 

herkeninge to her langage, that made her fail in speche with «»© serpent. 
her, the whiche she dede of mys. For atte the furst she shulde 
34 not haue take no aqueintaunce nor to haue herkened to her 
speche, and thanne she hadd? scomfit the serpent atte the 
furst. And therfor her lewde aqueintaunce and herkenynge 
dede harme. And therfor, faire doughtres, it is not good to Therefore it 

is not good to 

28 herkvn and take sodeyne aqueintaunce that hathe the herte of m»keac- 

•' . *> X quaintance 

feire speche, for sum tyme her speche is deseyuable and venemous, ?^??®°^^ 
by the whiche ye might cache grete blame and shame. And so *'faw»p«ecii." 
the serpent auised her tyme, whanne Eue was from her husbonde ^®cJ^",e„ 

32 alone, to that entent that she might haue beter leyser to shewe fromlTer*^^*^ 
and to saye to her false deseiuable langage. And therfor, lilereby^ihew- 
doughtres, it is not good to a woman to be founde alone with a g"'^ tl^^ 
man, but yef it be with her husbonde. But y sale not but that aione with 

5^ women shulde do worshippe to hem that is wort hi to haue it. iier husband. 



56 WOMEN SHOULD CONSULT THEIR HUSBANDS. ^^''^'*' ^^Slvi* 

• 

And also a woman puttithe her worshipe in balance to ansuere 
and speke to moche ; for one worde drauithe an other in, and 
thaune there may scape sum worde that after may toi'ne to 
harme, And she may he scorned and mocked therfor. For 4 
• [F01. 19, the * secounde foly that Eue dede was, for she ansuered to 
The second Hghtely wlth-outc hcthenkinge her, whanne the deuelt in the , 

was to talk - liknesse of a serpent asked why she and her husbonde ete not 

ivitik ill 16 

serpent, of the fruit of the tree of lyff as they ete of the other fruit es, 8 
and she, with-oute counsaile of her husbonde, -helde with hym 
talkinge, whiche turaed her to myscheef that she ansuered, for 

for the answer the ausuerc longed to her husbonde, and not to her, to deuise 

beh)nged to 

her husband what frult thev shuld" ete. And therfor she might haue saide, la 

luidnotto •' ° 

her; <( ^gke myu husbonde that questyon and not me," and thus she 

therefore uught haue discharged her of her ansuere. And the[r]for, faire 



women 



should not doughtrcs, takithc ensaumple yef any requere you of foly of ani 

answer with- ,., i.i •,. -lai^ 

out asking thiugc that touchithe youre worshippe, ye may saye ^e win wete 10 

their 

husbands. of youre husboude, what he wilt saye that ye ansuere hym. 
For example, And y wolde that ye knew the ensaumple of a lady that the 
a princ« made prince of Aquile required of foly loue, the which, whanne he 
told him she hadde all praied, ansuered that she wolde wete her husbondes 30 

would ask *■ 

her husband ^ilt, and gcuo hym an ansuere. And he saw that, and lete her 

wiiat answer 

SvelJim^^ be, and ueuer spake more to her of that mat ere. And the 
and thus it prince tolde to all the peple that she was one of the p^t good 
worsiiip of all womeu of all hys londe ; and thus the lady gate her moche 34 

in the land. 

worships that she ansuered so the prince. And so aught 

eueri good woman to lete her husbonde ansuere and not they« 

The third The thridde foly that Eue dede was whan she be-thought her 

folly of Evo i»iiA -I /^iii 

was to think uot aright of the defence that God had made to her husbonde 28 

wrong of 

God's com. and her. For Qod had saide hem, yef that they ete of the fruity 

mand ; * «/ ./ »^ 

* [Foi. i9b. that they shuld* '^'deye ; and theifor, whanne she ansuered and 

col, 1.1 

for she told tolde uot the sei-pcut the plaine trouthe, but saide "yef we ete of 

thfi devil 

*'perad. this fruit perauentuTO we shull deye," and thus she putte 33 
should die;" coudiciou in her ansuere, but oure Lorde putte ther inue no 

but God did . ^ 

not say condiciou, uor no perauenture. But that worde that she saide, 
venture." perauenture, made the deueli to take fote to tempte her, and 

enharded hym to speke to her, as they that herken men whanne 3$ 



CHAP.XXXnc.^ DANGERS OP LISTENING AND LOOKING* 67 

they praie hem of foly; for her Iftrkeninge they yeue hem corage 

to speke to hem farther, as Eue herkened the fende that saide. And the devii 

laid'* ye shall 

" ye may wel ete therof, and ye shaft not deye, but ye shall be not die, 
4 as faire as God,^ and ye shaft knowe bothe good and eueft ; but be good, 

and wise 

and the cause is that he hathe defended you the etynge of the 
fruit is for ye shulde not be as faire, clere, shyning, bright, ""q!!^^?*'**^ 
puissaunt, and as mighti as he." And thus Eue wende he had 
8 saide sothe, and leued hym for couetise and faire speche. And 
80 done these folisshe women, that beleuithe these fals flateres Thus do 

foolish women 

and iangelers that counsailithe hem to foly with her faire speche, Jj^* *>«"«^« 
and be-hest her the whiche they holde not, notwithstondinge sura ^t*e«"t 
13 tyme they makithe hem with thaire faire speche consent to foly and after 

find them* 

delyte, and after they finde hem self deseyued, for whanne they nives de. 

" " " oeived^and 

haue had her wift, they leue hem shamed and defamed sham- ^^^ ^ siiame, 
fully. The fourthe foly of Eue was her foly sight, and lokyng The fourth 

follv of Kvw 

i6 that she kyst on the tree and fruit of ly£f, the whiche God had was to look 

longingly on 

defended her, the whiche fruit her thought faire and delycious ; the tree, 
and thorugli her light loke she desired and was tempted to 
ete therof. And thus for her lewde * and light lokiiige she l^^^i ^**' 
ao feft into foule plesaunce and synne. And therfor it is gret and by look- 

^ *' ^ ^ ^ ing fell into 

perile to loke lyghtly ; for the wise man saithe that the most b^* 
enemy that a man hathe is the sight of the yee, the whiche haue 
deceyued mani with fals leude lokinge ; for there is mani that 
a4lokith soberly, stedfastly, and mildely in her fals lokes, that 
women wenen that thei be fuft of thought for distresse of loue, 
and it is done but to make a fals semblaunt to deseyue hem. 
And therfor, doughters, here is an ensaumple to be ware of This is an 

'Of r example to 

a8 lokes, for many a tyme folke be deceiued there-by. For whanne bewe of 
the deueft of heft findithe folke to-gederes with suche folisshe "^^^ * 
fals lokes, he temptithe and enflamithe, and makithe hem to®^' 
faft in the foule orible synne of lechery, thorugli whiche they for the sin 

Ox lociiorjr 

$2 lese bothe body and soule. And so ye may see that this synne oometh of 

•' ** ^ " lewd looking ; 

comithe of the lewde lokinge, of the whiche y wolcle ye knew of which 

/ king David is 

the ensaumple of king Dauid, that for a leude look that he kiste an example ; 

on Barsaba, Yriis wyff, he feft into auowtry and fornicacion with fornication 

36 her ; and after he feft into man slaughter, for he made slee her slaughter, 

» MS. " good." 



58 THE DANGER OF TOUCHING AND HANDLING. ^^"^'''^XLV^I 

husbonde Vri ; for the whiche flocl toke gret wratthe and uen- 

geaunce on hym and his pepilt, and att the cause of the 

and au from begynninge was of a leude loke, as hit fett by Eue, that 

a lewd look. ©^ & » . 

thorogh her loke she fett into the foule and orible synne to 4 
Through breke Goddes comanndement, thoi-ufith the whiche att the 

Eve^slookiiijf ' ® 

»ii the world woHde and her of-sprini? was dede, and lost, and dampned. 

was lost, *- o J 

Therefore And therfor, doughtres, be ware of youre lokes, whereon ye 

beware on o v 

what ye look, ggtte hem stedfastly. The fifthe foly of Eue was whanne she 8 

The fifth folly '^ ,,*.ii.i.i. 

♦[Pol. 20. touched the fruyte *that God had defended, for the whicne she 
of Eve was ^^4 be beter that she hadde hadde none hondes. It is a gret 
fruit;*"* * peritt after ye loke, for whanne that two vices be sette one 

euett delite, gladly they bringe her maister into temptacion. la 
therefore no- And therfor the wise man saithe that no thinge shulde be 

thing should i • a 

be touched touched that may hurte the soule : for leude touchinge and 

that may ^ ' ^ 

hurt the soul, handelyng sterith and chafithe the flesshe and the body, and 

blindithe reson that shulde gouerne att, and makithe thanne i6 
folke fatt into orible synne of luxurie. And the -wise man 
A man should saithe that a man shulde loke on his hondes and bethenke 
thrice before hym thries or he touched ani thinge, to that entent that he 

he touches 

anything, shulde know that he wolde not tonche no thinge that shulde 20 
• stere hym to synne ; for the touchinge with honde and mouthe, 
as kessinge, sterithe the blode and trobelithe the drede of Gk)d 
for much sin and the worshippe of this worlde. And therfor moche synne and 

and folly 

comes from foly is fatt by touchinge and handelinge, as it fett by Eue, 24 

touching and •' v o €=. 

handling. ouro furst moder, that touched the fruit of lyff. The sixte 

The sixth . i i • i i-i -i •» a 

folly of Eve foly that Eue dede was she ete the fruit the whiche God bad 

was eating the 

fruit which defended her: And for that dede we were deliuered att to the 

God had for- ' 

bidden her. payue of dethe of hett, and straunged from gret ioye and blisse. a8 
For the whiche folyus dede, there is fatt so moche sorw, payne, 
and woo, as ye may see by holy writte; And how God hathe 
and witt ponisshe them that etithe suche delycious metes and 
drinkes, with the whiche they norisshe the flesshe and the 3a 
caryoune of the body, thorugh the whiche also is gendered ese, 
rcste, and hete, and steringe of the foule delite of lechery and 

•[F0I.20, other synnes. Whi takithe thfei not hede *of Goddes powere 

C0J.2.] ^ ^ ' 

pepitt that deyeth for hunger, thruste, and colde, of the 3^ 
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ifhiche God wilt axse hem acompte at tbe dredfutt day. And 
wetithe welt that synne is not alt in moche etinge, but in 
the delite of sauour of the mete. And as the wyse eaieth, the ^Mth imh 

^ ^ under Che 

4dethe lyeth under the delites, as tbe h^sshe that takithe hi8^«"ff*ito' 

'' » •/ eating, aa to 

bayte upon an hoke. And he wenithe no thinge in it but mete, {JjJJSJyi**^ 
and it is an hoke whiche takithe hym, and sleitbe hym, and ^^ * 
is his dethe. And as the yenym and poysum ys yeuen under 
8 coloure of mete and diinke, the whiche sleitbe the man ; and 
thorugh the sauour that is take of delite of the delicious metes 
tbe soule is perissbed and slayne by the body, as the delite and the toui 
of the apilt slow £ue oure furst moder, and turned to gret body. 
I a synne ; as furste to herken, and to take sodeuly aqueintaunce, 
and to ansuere, And after the lokinge and beholdinge, and 
thanne touchinge, and cussinge and saueringe made of fuls delite 
that £ue dede to ete the apilt. The seuenthe foly of Eue was The seventh 

*^ "^ folly of Eve 

16 for be-cause that she beleued not that Qod saide to her that she .^^ not be- 

lienng wliat 

sbulde deyc yef that she ete of the fmit of lyfiF, but he sayde not j^^^""***® 
that she sbulde deye anone bodely dethe, but saide that she 
shulde deye. And so dede she furst that was that she disobeyed 

to to God and felt in his yre and indygnacion. And after she 
deyed bodely dethe, that was whan she had be longe in trauaile, 
And had suffered maiii sorwes and paynes, and was of euelt 
atte ease in this worlde, as God had promised her. And atte 

34 the laste, after her dethe, she descended into heit, and there After her 
she and her husbond* *and alt thaire liff was in prison vnto wended into 
the tyme that God deied on the crosse, that was .Y. thousande coi. 1.] 
yere and more be-twene. And thanne God delinered hem, and jlTpr^on wlui 

28 thei that hadde serued hym in tbe olde lawe, and toke oute the until the t"ine 
good and lefte the euelt, and tootc the corne and lefte the straw death, 
to be brent. Alas ! whi thenke not they that slepithe euer in wereVJ-*^ 
synne • to this day to amende hem, not hope lyke a fole euer aii who imd 

3a to lyue, and to abide to his last eiide to amende hym ? And may the old time, 
not they see the dethe that neighed hem from day to day, as ginfui people 
dothe tbe theef that comith in atte the dore on the backe half, amend their 
and robithe, and sleitbe, and gothe his way, and no man wote and not hop« 

to live for 

36 whanne be comithe ayen ; and after, the theef, whanne he bathe «vcr? 
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A robber robbed, he gothe and coinithe tilt he be spied, and thanne is 

Cometh and 

8oej|i until he take and stroyed. And so farithe it by the synners that euer 

DO SpiOQ 

and taken; lyuen in synne from day to day tilt the dethe takith hem, 
and thanne they knowe her synnes, as the theef dothe that can 4 
not kepe hym from goyng and comyng, and delite hem in 

sotherinner thifthe ti!l thei be taken and putte to dethe. And so it farithe 

goeth and '■ 

phS»ire*and ^y ^^® synner that gothe ofte to and from in his foule plesaunce, 
S»th,**' ^^ *^^ delited that his synne is aperceyued, knowe, and wist so fer 8 

forthe that thei lese her worshippe, and be shamed and defamed, 
A woman bothe of God aud of ait the worlde. And therfor a woman 

ahould live on 

God's com- shulde leue on Goddes comaundementis, and do no thinge that 

mandments. ' ^ 

he hathe defended, that is to saye that no man nor woman la 
♦[Pol. 20*. shulde do no dedly synne, nor to breke her ma*riage, nor to 

COl« *J, 

do none avoutri, and eueri bodi aught to beleue that it is Goddes 
biddinge. For who dothe it not with-oute amendement thei 
be dampned in the brenninge fyre of helle amonge the deueles 16 
The eiffhth withoute mercv. The .viij. foly that Eue dede was whanne she 

folly of Eve *^ . 

a*'ifto"h ***^ gaue her husbonde the apilt to ete, and praied and counselled 
buBband; j^ym ^o ete therof as she dede. And he toke and ete therof, 

for he wolde not disobeie her, and therfor thei were bothe 20 
dampned, And there lyue to be amonge the deuelles of 
therefore a belt in pHson and pain. And therfor a woman aught to 

woman ou^t ""^ * 

to beware }yQ WATB wbat she oounsailithe her husbonde, And that she 

wltat counsel ' 

hus^J? ***' bethenke her. yef it be good or euett what ende her counsaile 34 
shouu/con. ^'^^y turne. And also a man aught not so moche to enclyne to 
his^fe*?^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ shulde take hede whedir it were perelt 
counsel lead. ^^ ^^ j^^^ counsailc or not. For there be many women that 

slain throi™ rec^'i ueuer what fallithe of her counsayle so thaire will be a8 
wire*r!!!»l^i. fulfelled. For y know a man that loued his wiff, and dede after 
her counsaile, for the whiche made hym be slayne for his doing 
after her, the whiche was the more harme; wherfor it had 
be beter that he had hadde lasse drede and beleued her, as 33 
Adam that beleued his wyff, the whiche was dethe and vndoyng 
won^houid to hym and her, and to us alt. And therefor alt good women 
that their aught to bethenke hem, for any foluyng of her wytt, what 
mi their counsayle they geue to her husbondes, that it turne not ^^ 
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after hem and her husbondes to harme and shame. For husbands 

wrong ; 

and she be wyse, she *anght to mesure her thought whedir it •[foi.si, 
might turne to good or euelt ; for she must haue parte with her for a woman 

4 husbonde bothe of good aud euett that fallithe, and therfor, her husbaiid 
for loue or hate that she might haue to ani body, she aught be and evu. 
ware what, she counsailithe hym, as Eue dede that wolde do 

eue!t, that she shulde not haue counsailed her husbonde to do 

5 euelt. And therfor, here is an ensauraple: yef a body witt i'p«>p'ewm 

not do good 

not don good hyra selflf, as fastinge and other good dedes, thei J{**™^'^?5 
shulde not counsaile nor enhorte an other to do euett and synne ; JJ^J™ i evil. 
for, yef thei do, they are parteners in the syrme that they counsaile ; . 

12 that is to saye, thei takithe and tumithe folke from her deuocion, 
fastinge, almesse, pilgrymage, shewinge good ensaumple to do 
well, and to fulfett Goddes comaundementis and the werkes 
of mercy; they that lettithe it be dampned. And therfor lete 

1 6 no body counsaile none other thinge that may be ayenst his 
sowle, for, as it is saide before, he shatt be par table in the 
synne. The .ix. foly, and the last, that Eue dede was the The ninth 

folly of Eve* 

srettest, for whanne God asked her whi she had broke his **»« last and 

^ ' greatest, was 

30 comaundement, and made her husbonde to synne, she beganne *J J"®iMe* 
to excuse her, and saide that the serpent hadd* counsailed her q*^^ ^ 
andrmade her to do it. And so she wende to haue lytelyd her 
synne, to haue charged an other, of the whiche it semithe God 

24 was worst apaied with her thanne before ; for be-cause God sayde 

that the bataile shulde euer be betwene the *deuell and her, for *[Foi. 21, 

col. 2.] 

that she beleuid for to haue pareitt to God, and that she passed 
his comaundement, and that she beleued to do the deuelles 

a8 byddinge more thanne his that made her. And for she deseyued 
her husbonde by her euelt counsaile, and that she enforced 
her to excuse her of her misdede and synne, there was bataile 
be-twene God, man, woman, and the fende ; for her excusacion 

32 displesed gretly God, as dothe by hem now a dayes that con- which greatly 

displeased 

fessithe hem to the preest, the whiche is in Goddes stede, that hiqu 
in shryfle excusithe hem and polysshithe her synne. . And they 
telt it not in as foule wise as they do it, And ar shamed to saye 
36 it, but thei be not shamed to do it ; And therfor thei be lyke 
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Sain« Paul Eue tliat woldo hsuc excused her. But seint Paule saitlie, who 

warns U8 to , 

confenour witt be clenlv wassbe and clensid of his Bysiie, he must tett 

sins as foully 

as we do his syiine in as foule wyse as he dothe it, or ellys he is not 

clensyd of his synne. For Seint Peter saithe that, as a theef 4 
wol be gladde there as he ys liidde, and not be wvayed of his 
thefte^ nor that there is none that acusithe hym, nor that tellitU 
his dedes, so farithe it by the synnes, for they be gladde to reste 
in hem hi the deuellys ordenaunce that vol kepe hem priuely 8. 
aud hide hem wt^^oute plein confession and telly nge in what 

Thu u the wise they haue be done. Now wil y leue to speke of Eue oure 

story of Eve. furst moder, and how the fende tempered her and made her erre. 

No wise wo- And v witt tett you that no wise woman aught to be hasty to 1 3 

man should . & J 

be hasty to ^^^ upon the uow uoualitees of array and queyntys, as y herde 
dre^ ^^ **^ ^^^y "™*^ preche, and not longe sythe. And after y will tell 
• [Foi. 21^. you upon that mat ere of a knight that hadde .iij. wyffes. 

col. 1.] 

CHAPTER XLVn— XLIX. 

And after y wyQ turne agayne to the tale and i6 
matere of eneli women, and of the good that holy 
writte praisith. 

Account of nr vol telle you of a sermon that an holy bisshop^ made, that 
a learned bi. I was a Aoble and a gret clerk, in the whiche sermon was gret ao 

shop, Rgahiat m - /.-i-i i-i 

foppery. ""- foysuu of ladyes and gentilwomen, that were meruelously 

arraied in diuerse and queiut manors, and hadde high homes ; 

the whiche the holy man beganne to reproue, and yeuc diuerse 

No(ih*8 flood ensaumples to make hem to be layde doun, as Noyis flo<le 34 

ment called that stroicd the world" for the pride and the disguysinge that 

doHn by the a i i -i 

pride of was amougo women. And whanne the deuelt sawe hem so 

dress among ^ ^ ^ 

women, disguysing and counterfetinge hem, he made hem &tl: into the 
which leads foule syuue of lechery, that displesed so moche oure Lorde, that a8 

to lechery. 

he made it reyne foui-ti dayes and fourti nightes withoute cesing, 
so that the water was hygher thanne ani thing on erthe or moun- 
tayne bi the highthe of ten cubites ; and thanne alt the worlde was 
drowned and perisshed, and thei*e lefte but Noye and his wyff 3a 
and his iij sonnes and her wyfes ; and all felt thorugh that 
foule synne of leclierye. And after, whanne the bisshope had 
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shewed these ensaumples with other, he saide that the women Women wcm-* 
that were so homed were lyche to be homed snailes and hertis w«re like 

•tiaili and 

and ynicomes. And also he saide by men that wered to unioonu. 
4 shorte gownes and shewed her brechis, the whiche is lier shame. 

And &o the man with his clothes, *and the woman with her *rFoi.2i3. 

homes, mockithe God. And he saide they were like the hertys, 

that bare downe her hedes in the smalt wode ; For whanne when vniniy. 
o thei come to the chirche, and holy water be caste on hem, thei pie go to 

church, the 

bowe downe the hede. " Y doute," saide the bishoppe, " that the ^evii iiueUi 

' ^^^ on their beads 

deuelt sitte not between her homes, and that he make hem JJjfnJ^**** 
bowe doun the hede for ferde of the holy water." And forsothe o? Sw hoiy" 
13 be tolde hem mani meruailes, and hidde no thinge, nor of the ^^'* 
settinge of her tyre pynnes and aray, unto that he had made 
mani of hem right heuy and sori. And they had so gret shame And many of 

hU audience 

that they bowed her hedes to the erthe, and hidde hem seln went away 

reproved and 

J 6 reproued and mocked. And there was mani of hem that yede ««h*ni«i. 
home and neuer atyred hem in suche array after. For he saide and put oir 

their vain 

that suche array was like the attercoppe that makithc his nettes ature. 
to take the flyes or thei be ware, so the deuelt makithe hem 
2o to be taken in 83mne yfith the lokinge and sight of her tyre, 
the whiche makithe hym to desire and delite foule plesaunce 
of the synne of lechery, as it is more pleinly contened in the 
boke that is cleped the LyfP of Faderes. And he saithe that they Those sin 

most who first 

34 synned gretly that furst takithe these arrayes ; and he saithe wear fine 
that they that ar most hardy to do it ar most foles. And he 
saide that att good women aught to be aferde to take ani suche 
array till it were take in all the contrey, and that thei may 

38 no lenger flee it for worldely shame, for thei that takithe suche 
a^ayes furst shal be with Grod most blamed and haue lest 
plesaunce and woishippe in heuene. And *thus the bisshope *[Fo1_22, 
preched to hem diuerse ensaumples, and tolde hem an ensaumple 

3« of ij yonge women that wolde haue hasted hem tofore her felawes ^^}?JJfL^„ 

J •' o 3'oung women 

towardes a fest and a gret semble of latlies and gentilwomen, ^ f^®^ ^^ 
to that entent that they and her new array and disguysing flJiTcfothe?, 
might be furst sayne atte the fest ; and therfor they yode ouer Jfere fiSt 

WGUti OVGf ft 

56 a mareys for the nexst waye, but thei fell in the myre^ and morass, and 
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fell in, get- fouled al her clothes and ari-ay, and were latter atte the fast 

ting to the , , . 

feast last of thanne thei that held" the high way, the whiche had her array 
dene. And the cause of this ij woraenis hyenge to the fest- 
warde was knowen, and how thei wolde goo the shortest way 4 
for to haue shewed furst her berelt and queint array; And 

when they thahne thei were mocked and scorned of alt folke for her 

were mocked 

and scorned leudenessc ; And folke saide that it was wel done that thei felt 

for their 

vanity. in the myre, for there be suche that wenithe to auaunce hem that 8 
hinderithe hem, for, had they holde the hig^ waye and wered 
mene array, they had be as sone atte the fest as the other ladyes 
There be and gentilt women that come the high waye. Also the 
that, when prechour tolde hem that there be diuerse women that, and thei la 

they see fine i .«, i 

clothes on see a lewde woman haue a nwe guyse, they win neuer leue 

another, give 

their hus- crycng on her husbondes vnto they haue the same, sayensr, " Whi 

bands no rest "^ '^ ^ f */ 01 

tile »me***^* may not y haue suche arraye as wel as she ? am not y as welt 

borun as she ?" but she takithe none hede of her husbonde hathe i6 
wherwith to pay fur it, or liethe in his power to maintayne 
it. And thus, but she haue it, her husbonde shal neuer be in 
pees with her. And she wolde not take hede to abyde unto 
her neygheboures and good wise ladies and gen til women haue 20 
*rFoi.22, ta*ken up the guyse or array that she wold* haue. And also 

col. 2] 

For this sin the bisshop^ tolde hem that for suche disguysinge the worlde 
world was was perisshed with Noieys flode. Al&o he tolde how there was 

drowned in , 

If oah's time, onis a gentill woman that come to a fest so straungely atyred 24 
and queintly arraied, to haue the lokes of the pepilt, that att 
that sawe her come ranne towardes her to wonder lik as on 
a wilde beste, for she was atyred with hig^ long pynnes lyke 
a iebet, and so she was scorned of alt the company, and saide 28 

Where a shc bare a galous on her hede. And therfor it is a gret foly 

vain "woman - . - , • 

pleases one for am woman to bnnffe up am newe noueltees of array : for, 

byherdren, . . .^ ' > 

she displeases yef there be one that it plesithe, there is twenty that is there- 

twenty* 

with displesed, and scomithe and mockith it. And therfor the 32 
bisshope bade hem leue these queintyses, for it is the synne 
of pride, and engenderithe and kendelithe lechery, and of pride, 
for the whiche pride the aungeles felt into hett. And so it 
may happe they shult that usen yt. 36 
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Aire doughters, y wolde ye knew an ensaumple of a knight There wm a 
that had .iii. wifes : the whiche knight was a good man, h»d three 

** ' o o ' wives, and hie 

and had an heremyte to hys uncle, the whiche was an jjj^jj"' •" 
4 holy man of lyff. And as to this knightis furst wyff, she was 
a faire* lady and a goodly woman, and her husbonde loued her He loved hie 

•^ ^ ^ first wife 

merueylously welt. And so it befell that dethe, the whiche alt n»«ch, and, 

*f *> on her death, 

takithe, toke her from her husbonde, tliorugh the whiche he 
8 was al-most dede for sorugh ; and he hadde none other comfort 
but to goo to hys brother the heremite, and praied hym that went to Mi 

• m -i -1. * t brother, 

he wolde praie to God to yeue hym * knowlage yef his wyf • rpoi. 22&. 
were saued or not, and that he might [wete] how it stode ^^^^'^ 
12 with her. And the holy man whiche had pitee of his neuew, 

Borufult he yede into his chapelt, and praied God that he might who went to 
see in what place she was; and whanne he had be longe in and prayed, 
hys praiers, he felt aslepe. And hym semed he saw seint tni he feii 

aeleen and 

i6 Michelt and the deuelt that had her in a balaunce, and alt in a vision saw 

St. Michael 

her good dedes in the same balaunce, and a deuelt and alt her and the devil 

*^ weighing the 

euelt dedes in that other balaunce. And the most thinge that knight's wife, 
greuid her was her good and gay clothing, and furres of gray me- against her 

gay clothes 

ao niuere and letuse; and the deuelt cried and sayde, " Seint Michel, »»<> f"". 
this woman had tenne diuerse gownes and as man! cotes ; and 
thou wost welt lesse myght haue suffised her after the la we of 
God ; and with the yalu of one of her cotes or gownez there might with the cost 

of one of 

24 haue be clothed .1. poure men and kept from colde in gownes which fifty 

poor men 

of white or Busset. And also, with that that was wasted of her ™*8*** ?*7® 

beendad* 

clothes, she might haue clothed .ij. or .iij., the whiche deied for 
colde." And whanne the deuelt sawe her clothes, he ranne The devil 
28 and toke hem, and caste hem in the balaunce with her euelt clothes and 

, the presents 

dedes. And he toke alt her luellys and rynges that was geuen "^^o her 

° in one scale 

her by galauntys forto haue had her to do foly, and also alt ^*!*,^ 

evil cieeiiBy 

the false langage that she had saide in sclaundering other to 
33 bringe hem oute of her good name ; and she dede neuer euelt 
dede but yt was brought thedyr and caste in the balaunce with 
her euelt dedes ; and alt her good dedes were putte in that and her good 

deeds and 

other balaunce with her selfiF; but for conclusyon her array, herself in the 
36 gownes, luelles, ryngges, and * euelt dedes passed the good, and * [Foi. 22^. 

col. 2.1 

5 
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and her weved downe and ouercame her good dedes. And there thcf 

dresses and 

evil deeds dguelt toke her, and bare her away, and putte her clothes and 

outweighed ' . 

ifL?**®^ ^^^y brennyng in the flawme on her with the fire of hell, and 
and she was kist her doune into the pitte of hell : and the pore soule cried, 4 

carried down 

to hell. and made moche Borugh and pite, but it boted not. And 

thanne for ferde the heremite awaked, and tolde the knight his 
neuew of his auision; and bade hym take and go sell anone 
all her clothes, and with the sjluer to beye clothe to clothe pore 8 
men, and to departe yt amonge hem. 

Then the 1 Fter the kniffht was wedded to another wifiP, and he and the 

knight mar- /l ° ' 

wSfe*'drfi^ secbunde wiff leued togedre .v. yere, and after she deyed. 

died, wherfor he made as moche sorw, or more, as he dede for. the furst i a 

wiff; and thanne he yode ayen to the ermyte his uncle to wete 
how it stode with her, as he west how it stode with the furst 

and the wyff. And so the holy man the Eremyte praied to Qod that 

in a vision, he might haue knowlage how it stode with her. And anone by x6 

saw her in , 111 •• • 

porgi^tory, rcuelaciou she was sheued hym there she was in purgaton, and 
that she shulde be saued, but she shulde abide in the brennyng 

for a hundred ferc au hundred yere, forto dense her of sertaine fauutes that 

she had done in her mariage ; for she had lete a squier lye bi ao 

for her her, and brake her mariage, notwithstondinge she hadde ofte be 

adultery. 

shriue therof ; and yef she had not, she had be dampned. And 
thanne the Ermyte tolde his brother the knight that hys secounde 
• [Foi. 23, wyf was saued, of the whiche the knight was ioyfutt. * Here 24 

col. ].] 

For one sin ye may take hede that for one synne that she n^ost be so longe 
not eternally in the breuniug fyre of purgatorie. But it mi^ht be as the holy 

punished. , , 

ermyte saide, that the squier and she hadde done the synnes to- 
gedie .X. or .xij. tymes, andy notwithst ending confession, thei that 2$ 
' do it, for euery dede thei shall be .vij. yeere in the breuning fire 
Purgatory of purgatori ,' for that fire dotbe but purge and dense on s'lLfult 

wil^ l»urge . ^ <=> 

but one sin. ^elitc. And thus ye may see what she hadde for her synne. 

And yet she hadde not do it with no wedded man, nor preest, 32 
mouke, nor frere; and the squier had not gendered o^ her 
no childe, the whiche synne wolde haue hadde gretter peyne than 

False delights that she dcde. And therfor, faire doughtres, here ye may see 

are dear 

bought with that fals delite is atte the last dere bought with payue. And 36 
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also that it is synue to haue so mani diuer&e clothes, and to do 
so moche coste to pare the foule hody to haue the lokes and 
plesaunce of the worlde, the whiiche, as it ys aforesaid, causithe to 

4 fait into pride and into lechery, the whiche is .ij. of the synnes 
that Grod hatithe most. And takithe hede of the knightis furst 
wyff, how she was loste and dampned for her array ; for there he 
mani women in the worlde that .will haue a gowne of .iiij.^^. or 

8 Tj^x scutis, that wolde be full sori to yeue a scute to a pore man 
to beye hym with a poure cote to kepe hym from colde. And 
therfor they that haue suche array ar like and shall ansuere onis ; 
but a good woman shulde arraie her after her husbondes pusaunce a good 

woman should 

I a and hers, and in suche wise as it migfht endure and be * mein- dre«s after 

' ° her husband's 

teyned. And yet kepe sum for to departe for the loue of God, itation. 
the whicl^ may helpe her forto haue clothinge in that other cuL2.j 
worlde, as dede the holy women that were seintis, that gaue awey 
1 6 her array for Goddes sake. 

Fter, the same knii^ht toke another wi£P, the whiche was the The knight 

had a third 

thridde,and theyleued longetogedre, and atte the laste she wife, who 

also died, 

deyed; and whanne she was dede, he toke suche a sorw for 
so her that unneth the knight might leue. And thanne he yede to his and the 

. • « . hennlt 

vncle the Ermite to praie hym to wete how it stode with hys laste 
thridde wiff : and the holi man lay in his praieres and fel aslepe. 
And an aungell shewed hym the payne and the turment that she saw her suffer 

. great tortures 

24 was made to suffre and endure, the cause why for he sawe perfitly, »« i>eii. 
how a deuell helde her bi the tresses of the here of her hede, 
like as a lyon holdithe his praie, in suche wise as she might not 
with her hede remoue ; and the same deuell putte and thruste The devii 

38 in her browes, temples, and forhede, bote brenninge alles and face hot bum. 

*,_ , ing awls and 

nedeles, into the brayne ; and the poure woman cried atte eueri needles, 
tyme ihat he threste in alle or nediH, the whiche was brenninge. 
And the Ermyte asked the aungell whi the fende dede her suffre 
33 that peyne. And the aungell saide, for because she hadde, whanne because she 
she was on lyue, plucked her browes, front, and forehed, to haue the hair out 

of her fore- 

awey the here, to make her selff the fayrer to the plesinge of the head, 
worlde ; wherfor, ineue ry hole that her here hathe be plucked oute, 
36 euery day onis the deuell thrustith in a brennynge alle . or a 

5—2 
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♦[Foi. 23^. nediR into the brayne. *And after that the deuelt had made 
her suffre tho gret peynes, the which dured longe, another 
deuetl come, with gret sharps foule hideous tethe and clowes, and 
And another enflaumed her face with brenning piche, oyle, terre, grece, and 4 

devil smefti'fd , ^ 

her face with boyling lede, and ferde so horribly with her, that the Ermite 

hot pitih, oil, . , 

and tar, tremeled and was almost oute of his witte for ferde. And the 
aungetl comforted hym, and saide that he be not aferde, for oJie 
hadde wel deserued the payne, with more ; and the Ermite asked g 
because siie whi. The aunge!t ansuered, for whanne she was on lyue she 
it. plucked, popped , and peinted her uisage, forto plese the sight of the 

worlde, the whiche dede is one of the synnes that displeses most 
God ; and that is a synne of pride that dra withe after hym the t a 
synne of lechery, for the whiche Noieys flode come and stroyed 
ati the world*; for of all thinge it displesithe most the creatoure 
that will yeue hym-self other beauute thanne nature hathe 
People should geuen hym. Whi suffisithe it not that God hathe formed man i<S 
be as God and woman after hys owne shape, in the whiche the aungeles so 

made them. 

moche delitith hem, for ioye to see Grod in the uisage ? For, and 
God wolde, hym nedith not to haue made hem women, but dome 
Why do bestis or Bcrpentis. Alas I whi take women none hede of the 20 

women try i /n -i i 

to make gret loue that God hathe yeue hem to make hem after hys 

themselves 

otherwise figure 1 and whi popithe they, and paintithe, and pluckithe her 

made them ? uisage, other- wise thanne God hathe ordeined hem ] And therfor 

the aungetl saide it was but litelt meruaile though this lady, 2^ 

* [Foi. 23^. for her poppinge and peintynge, suffre *this payne. And the 
aungel bade the ermite goo see the uisage of the body that was 
dede, " and ye shaft see that it ys hideous and ferdfutt.*' And 
the Ermite aBked the aungel! yef she shulde be longe in turment. 28 

And she was And he saide she shulde be thereinne a thousande yere and 

to be there a 

thousand more, but the terme other-wise he wolde not tell. And the 

3ean and 

more. fende alweye wolde smere her in the face with the brennynge 

piche, greee, oyle, lede, and terre. And the pore soule dyd crye 33 
And the and curse the tyme that euer she was made or born. And for 
and told tiie the fere that the Ermite hadde, he sterte and waked oute of his 
be had seen, auisyon, and come to the knight, and tolde hym alt that he had 

sain. And the knight was abasshed, and yode to see the body 36 
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ihat was not beryed. And he sawe his wiiTes face so blacke, And the 

■^ , , knight went 

horible, and hideous, that it was wonder thinge to see ; wher- »nd saw how 

^ hideous hia 

thorugh he beleued the Ermytes wordes were true. And so the ^''«** ^^ 

4 knight had gret abhominacyon and ferde at the last worde, and 
wered the hayre the tuysday and the fryday, and gaue the thridde *nd he was 
parte of hys good for Qoddes sake ; and he used holy lyff from §J*!hw ^ 
that tyme forwarde, and lefte the bobaunce of the worlde for ferde and^«5S!Sd*' 

5 of the sight of his wyff, that he sawe so orible for her poppyng, {lelj^forth. 
pluckyng; and paintynge of her uisage. And also he remembered 

hym of alt that his uncle the holy Ermite had tolde hym by hys 
other wiffes. 



[CHAPTER LIIL] 
12 [Of a lady who was punished for painting herself.] 



T 



O conferme these ensaumples, doughtres, y will tell you a of a lady who 
tale that was tolde me of a lady that y knewe, that folke farded her." 
* saide she popped and farded her. And' y sawe hym that * IFoI. 24, 

col. 1,] 

16 folke saide that toke her the thinge that she dite so her selff with. 

And a gret while she was a lady of gret auctorite, worshipped she was a 
and [made] moche of. And she had sum tyme more thanne and had more 
.iiij.^tx, gownes, but atte the laste endyng of her lyff she had lasfie, score dresses, 

until her 

30 for her lorde deyed, and she had not wherwith to susteine her husband's 

•^ ' ^ death. 

astate and arraye^ and she deyed in pouertee. And whanne she After^shedied 
was dede^ y haue herde sale that her uisage become so hideous, and her face 
and in suche a foule wise, that no maner of man might kuow hideous that 

, .no man could 

34 that euer she had uisage, nor that no body wost what thinge it look on it. 
was like there her uisage shulde haue ben, that no body wyst 
what it was, nor none might endure to loke theron for obribel- 
nesse. And y suppose, and so dede other, that God gaue on her And thus 

2% that ensaumple and punission for because she popped, painted, an example 
plucked, and far[d]ed* her hede. Wherfor, faire doughtres,takithe ment for 
ensaumple, and holde it in youre herte that ye putte no thinge IJJPPJJf • 
to poppe, painte, and fayre youre uisages, the whiche is made ^on«"» 



1 « 



And " repeated in MS. ^ Fr. le fardemeni de la painture. 
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■houid alter aft^r Goddes ymage, other wise thanne yot^ creatoure and nature 
from what bathe ordeined ; and that ye plucke no browes, nother temples, 

God has 

made it, nor forhed : and also that ye wassbe not the here of youre bede 

nor wash her , 

^^L than * ^^ ^oub Other tbinge but in lye and water. For ye shall finde 4 
with lye and q£ miracles that bathe be done ^ in the cbircbe of oure lady of 
At the church Bochmadame, diuerse tresses of ladies and gentiH women that 

of our Lady, ,,,,. "i.i 

diverse ladies bad be wasshe in wyne and m other thinges forto make the here 

could not "[ • c 

comein, tui of coloure Other wise thanne God made it, *the wbicbe ladies 8 

•[Fol. 24, . . . 

col. 2.] and gentil women that aught the tresses were comynge thedir^ 
offTh^hair ^ard? ou pilgiimago, but they may neuer haue pouere to come 
had^wiLhed witbinue the cbircbe dore unto the tyme that thei badde cutte 
oUier"thin^ of the tresses of her here, the wbicbe is banged there afore the 12 
colour of It. ymage of oure lady; and this is trewe and tbinge proued, as 
And thus our diueipee that haue ben there sayen. And this was a gret loue 

Lady showed 

tiiem their of oure lady, that she wolde late tbilke ladyes and gentyl women 



sin 



that aught that here, haue that knowlage, that it was for that 16 
synne that tliey might not come into the cbircbe, and that she 
wolde not late hem reyne euer in that synne, to be loste perdu- 
that they rably, but she wolde thei woste wherein they folied, and that 
it. and might they might amende hem, and bring hem oute of the weye of ao 

amend it. 

dampnacion. And therfor, doughtres, takithe here youre myirour 
and ensaumple to leue alt suche lewde folyes and counterfeting, 
poppinge, and peintinge. And [it] engenderithe pride and 
lecberye thorugh alt the worlde, the wbicbe was stroyed saue 24 
.viij. persones for that horrible synne of lechery. 



CHAPTEK LIV. 

[Of Lot's wife.] 
An example T wol telle you an ensaumple of .viij. citees that sanke to belt, 

of eight 
thaf'sa 
to belle. 




that "sanke I and that was brent for that orible synne. Also the citee of ag 



Yenges ' in Bretayne in the bissbopricbe of Nauntes, the 
wbicbe sanke for synne of pride and lecberye. And also the citee 

1 ** done " repeated in MS. " or Veuges. 
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cof Sodom and Gomer, of the whiche Loth was saued, and his wyff 
and his iij doughtres. And also other .v. Gitees, the whiche 
God made brenne with the fire of the sulphure. And att *thei * [FoI- 24^. 

COl« i,j 

4 that were thereione were brent and sanke .to he)t, and the 
cause was for they vsed the unlefult synne of lecherye, the hw^ue of 
whiche stinkithe and crompithe vnto heuene, and mistoruithe i«cheiy, 
the ordre of nature. And thus the .viij. Giteez were sonken and 

8 brent for because of her foule brenninge lechery done in hem 
ayenst nature ; for they kepte therinne nother lawe ne reson nor 
order of nature ; and as her hertis were brennyng in that foule 
synne, so with sulfur oure Lorde made brenne hem, the whiche is which burnt 

. ^ ^ the hearts of 

12 one of the most stinkincre fires of the worlde. And in this the tiie people a* 

o the sulphur 

vengeaunce of God was sheued hem for this synne. And therfor hitiiST*' 
here is an ensaumple how folke shulde kepe hem from suche 
^ lustes of the flesshe that it ys ordeined by ordre •f mariage, the 
1 6 whiche ys the comaundement of God and the chirche. And 

whanne Looth and hys wyff and his iij doughters were gone Lot and his 

wife and three 

cute of the Gitee of Gbmer by the comaundement of God, and daughters 

went out 

bade that they shulde neuer turne nor loke ageyn, Loothis wiff 5^0™ 

Gomorrah, 

30 was not wise to kepe the comaundement of God, but she loked 

ageine, and sawe the towne and the pepili, and she turned to a but his wife 

lookfid bftck 

stone, the whiche is significacion of hem that God deliuerithe and was 

turned to a 

oute of peritt and synne, the whiche turuithe ayen therto into «tone, 
34 the waye of dampnacion, that is to mene, that they that be con* 

fession are clensed and repented, and beden that they shulde not like tiiose 

who after 

:loke bakwarde ayenne to do synne, and they do it, and turne confession 

return again 

ayen, fare as Loothis wyf, that loked bacwarde and became a ^ «»• 
38 stone or not, as dede she that brake * Goddes comaundement. * VPo\. 2U, 

' col. 2.] 

DOughtres, y wolde ye knew an ensaumple of a lady that left' a woman left 
her husband 
her lorde, the whicA was a goodly knight, and yede awey and went with 

with a monke. And so her brother yede after, and sought 

32 her so lon£:e tilt thei fonde her and the monke lyeng togederes. »nd her 

^ ° J e o brother fol- 

And they toke a knyff, and cutte awey the monkes stones, and^o*^®*^*^®™* 
kest hem in dispite atte her uisage, and made her ete hem. 
And after they toke a gret sacke, and putte her and the monke J^Jand^the* 

1 MS. "lost.'' 
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monk in a thereinne, with mani gret stones witA them^ and Mste hem in-to 

sack, 

and threw the ryuer, and drouned hem, and thus they made thaire ende 

them into the 

river and of that foule synne that they were inne ; for gladly euett lyff 

them. hathe eueli ende. 



CHAPTER LV. 
[Of Lot's daughters.] 

How the devil "^7^^^ 7 ^^^ ^^^ J^^ *^ cnsaumple upon this orible synne 
aSd w*8*^*^* \ of lechery, of Loothis .ij. doughties, and how the deueli 
fn^aga^ tempted hem in synne ayenst nature. They sawe her fader 8 

lye naked, withoute any breche, and thei were bothe tewipted to 
haue flesshely to do with her fader. And thus that one doughter 
One daughter discouered her to that other, and that one counsailed to make 

advised the 

hto'd** n?'^ hym gret che»e tyl he were dronke, and thanne they two goo to la 

hSfwith^him** ^^^^^ ^^ ^T^t ^^^ SO thei dede, and made hym to dele with hem 

flesshely. And he had thus the maydenhode of his owne ij 

doughteres. And therfor seith and takithe hede what peritt 

is to synne in glotenie, as dede Looth, thorugh the whiche he wist i6 

and he begat uot what he dede with his doughtres, notwithstondinge he 

with child, begate hem bothe with childe that night,^ [and had* two sones, 

caxton, the oue named Moab, and the other was called Amon, of whiche 

two sones cam first the paynyms and" the fals lawe, and many ao 
Of their two euyls; and sorowe cam by that synne. And men saie they were 
"fals lawe." bycomc passynge proude after the transformacion of their moder, 
and that all their entent was to coyntyse and arraye them self; 
whiche caused the deuyll fyrst to tempte them lyghUyer, and the 34 
sooner he brought them to that fowle synne of lechery. I wold 
ample of^a also J^ couthe, and well hadde withold within youre thoughtes, 
for a hood thcxamplc of the fowle damoysel, the whiche, for a hood that a 
mistress to a kuyght gaf her, she dyde soo moche by certayne yeftes and pro- 28 

knixht * 

messes that her lady dyd his wylle, and made her to be diffiuned 



and dishonoured, wherof grete meschyef befelle. For a seruaunt 

* A leaf is here wanting in the MS., and I have been obliged to supply 
the lacuna from Cazion's varying translation, sdgn. e. 5. bk. at top, bnt 
neglecting his panse-bars and some of his capitals. The MS. catch word is 
" whiche," not « and." 
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t)f her lord, wliiche of yougth lie hadde brougH vp and norysshed, and another 
perceyued ^ym of it and told it to his lord, in so moche that bi« lord, 
£Oone after he toke & fond the knyjt with his wyf ; he kylde 
4 hym, and dyde his wyf to be mewred and putte in pryson per- who killed 
petnel, where-as she deyde in grete sorowe and langoure. It »nd put hiH 

-I -1 1 1 wifeinprfaon, 

happed ones, or she was dede, that her lord came forth by the 
pryson where she was in. He thenne stood styll and harked 
8 what she said, and she sorowed sore, and cursid her that had And he heard 

All" 1 herlnprtaon 

counceyled her so to doo. And thenne he sent one to wete what cursing her 

maid, 

was she that so had counceyled her. And she saide how it was 

her damoisell. The lord made her come tofore hym, and com- 

T2 maunded and straytly charged her that she sholde say trouthe. 

And at the last she confessed that she was cause of her meschyef, <^d ^ inad« 

" her confess 

And that she had counceyled her, & for her laboure she had of ***** *® ^^ 

•f ' counselled 

the knyght a hoode. And thenne the lord saide, " For a lytel *»« *^ *^"» 
x6 thynge ye haue vndo yow, and haue be to me traitresse ; and 

therfore I iuge and gyue sentence that the hood and the neck '^^ ^^ *i<^ 

^ her hood and. 

be bothe cutte togeder." And soo was her lugement. t^th"* 

Now maye ye see how good is to take with hym good companye. Therefore it u 

so and in his semyse good and trewe seruauntes, that be not blamed trueservanu 
of no man lyuynge. For the saide damoysell was not wyse. And 
therfore good is to take wyse seruauntes, and not fooles. For 
fooles And shrewd seruauntes be sooner brought to doo sonmie 

M euylle, and to gyue euylle counceylle to their lorde or lady, than 

other ; as dyde the two dougHers of Lpthe one * to other, and *ii^/ Jj 
the same damoysel whiche had* and receyued* the gwerdon of her 
deserte. 



[CHAPTEK LVI.] 

^8 Of the dougliter of lacob that was depuceled or her 
maydenhode taken tro her, Capitulo Ivj, 



I 



Shalle telle you another example of the doughter of lacob^ Jacob's 

daughter for 

whiche for lyghtnes and lolyte of herte lefte the hous of uciitness,' 
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went to Bee her fader and of her bretheren, for to goo and see the atoure or 

women of 

other lands, aray of the wymmen of another lande. "Wherfore hit happed that 
and a great Sychem, the sone of Amor, which was a grete lord in that londe, 

sawe her so faire that he coueyted her, and prayd her of lone, in 4 
and took her so moche he took fro her her maydenhode. & thenne when her 

.and lay with " 

her; and her twelue bretheren wyste and knewe of hit, come thyder and slewe 

brethren slew - •' y ^ 

ofTifa wn™°** ^y™» *°^ *^^ ^^® moost parte of his lygnage, and of his folks, 

for the shame that they had of their suster that so had be 9 
M4ich damage depuccld or defowlcd. Now loke ye and see, how by a foolysshe 

comes by a 

foolish woman cometh many euyllis & domages ; for by her yongthe 

and by her lyght courage was made grete occysion and shedynge 

as by a .of bloode. As it fortuned and happed by a doughter of a kyng '? 

king of of Grece, whiche by her foolyssh loue acoynted her of the sone 
of an erle of that countre. Wherfore the kynge made hym werre, 

through duryng the which more than a thousande men were slayn. 

whom a thou- ^ 

sjind men And yet haddo the werre lenger lasted, when the kynges broder, i»> 

were siain 

iinwh' whiche was a wyse man, come to the kynge, and saide to hym, 
ISSS^h'er "Syre,*' quod he, "I merueyle moche that, only for the sport 
makTpwice, ^^^ delyto of youre doughter, so many good knyghtes ben lost, 

& also so many good men. It were better that neuer she hadde ao 
be borne." The kynge thenne saide, " Ye saye trouthe." And 
f "h **? d *°^^® ^® made his doughter to be take, by whiche the meschyef 
her cut in ^^g bygonno, and made her to be hewen in smal pyeces. And 

thenne before all he said, that wel right it was that she sholde be 34 
so detrenchid by whome so many had ben hewen and slayn. 



[CHAPTER LVIL] 

Of Thamar that hadde companye with hir husbondes 

flEidre, Capitulo Ivij. 

Tamar, widow T Wylle that ye here thexample of Thamar, whiche was wyf to 28 

of Judidi'sson, I 

^ Henam, that was sone of luda, sone of lacob, & broder 
•lOurfMt, *to loseph. This Henam was yrous and felon, and? of euyl lyf, of 
seeing she whichc I wyllo not Say moche nor al, bycause God wold that he 
d«h"° * ' deyd sodenly and pytously. And as Thamar sawe, that of her 3* 
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lord she mylit haue no lygnage, s^e bethought her that the £ider 
of her lord ahold yet engendre & gete children wel, and that she 
was not barayn, and coueyted* and desyred* to haue his flesshely 
4 companye, whiche was ageynst the lawe. Neuertheles, so moche 
she dide that she cam by nyght in his Chambre, and leid her with lay with iier 

, father-in-law, 

hym, and, as I wene, she conceyued* of hym two Children, of and had two 

children, 

whiche the one was named Phares, and the other had to name 
8 Zaram. Wherfor many tribnlacions and euylls befelle afterward! J^J^I^t 
For the children that ben not of trewe maryage, they be they by ^^^' 
whome the grete herytages and Auncestri ben loste. Wherof I 
shalle telle you an Ensample of a kynge of Naples, as it is 
13 conteyned'in the Cronycles of that lond. There was somtyme a a queen of 

Naples had a 

quene of that lond, whiche clenly ne truly kepte her body toward* son by an- 
other than 

her lord; in so moche she gate a sone by another than her lord, her lord; 
It befelle afterward, that this sone was made kynge of the lond »"* the son 

' *' ° became lung, 

i6 after the dethe of the kynge. This newe kynge was passynge 
prowde, and loned not his lordis ne barons, but was to them full 
hard" and felon; & also to al his comyns he was vnresonable. and governed 
For he took fro them all that he couthe, and enforced their 

20 wyues, and* vyoled their doushters, and vsed all euyl dedes doing aii 

" ° " ^ evil deeds 

whiche he couthe ymag5me to doo. He bigan werre to his t^at he could 
neyghbours and" to his Barons^ in so moche that alle the reame 
was put in exyle and brought to grete pouerte; whiche longe 
34 tyme lasted. In that tyme was ther a Baron, a good man and a And a baron 

•^ •' went to a 

right good knyght, whiche went vnto an Heremytage, where as hermit, 
was an hooly heremyte moche relygious, and that many thynges 
knewe. The knyght demaunded" and asked of hym, **how and and asked 

^ how long 

38 wherfore they had so long^ warre in the lond, and yf it shold yet ^^^^/Jjjj 
last long tyme." And]^ '*'the Ermite saide it shulde dure as longe as * [FoL 25, 
this man were kinge, for he is not rightfult heire, but misgoten, 
and therfor the Heme that he hathe no right ftol may neuer acorde And the 

*=* ^ -■ "^ hermit.ijaid 

33 with hym, nor may not haue the loue of the peple ; and whanne it wouw last 

unui tne laise 

he ys dede, ye shult haue rest and habundaunce of all good. And Jjjg^^ 
as the Ermite saide, in al thinge it was; and that the Ermite saide, 

^ The MS. begins again here. Cazton has ** the hooly Heremyte 

answered hym,** &c., &c. 
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And the son that the fals quene his moder shulde be punisshed or she deyde 
motiier lying for her falshede, for the king her sone shulde find* her lyeng 

with a priest, , 

and burnt with a preest, and he shuld* brenne hem bothe in a brenninge 

them both. tr ^ o 

fiirnayse; and thus was her ende. Therfor, doughtres, be wai*e 4 
for brekinge of youre mariage, and of getinge of false heires, the 
whiche may putte att a londe in tribulacion. And the moder 
shatt be dampned perpetuelly, as long as thai re chyldren 
kepithe awey the londe that they haue no right to from the 8 
right fult heyreSy that is *to sale, her moderis husbondes londes. 
beiJaro^of -^^^ therfor be ware, doughtres, of this auouutry, and that ye 
how'Sui^o take no man saue hym that ys ordeined you by sacrement of 
your us n . ^^j^^Q^g^^ ^j^^ kepithe and holdithe hym to you truly* J a 



CHAPTEK LVIII. 

[Of king Pharaoh's wife and of Joseph the son 

of Jacob.] 



'^'S^fjacob "P^^wg^tres, y will tell you an ensaumple upon this synne of 
ISvoT** *"*** lechery, how that Joseph, the sone of lacob, that was solde 16 

hi his bretheren to the kinge Pharao. This loseph was humble, 
curteys, and seruisable, and gouemed hym with the kinge in 

ftDu DvCnlllO 

with thrkbi ''^^^^ ^^^ that he was beloued of the kinge and of alt other, 

°i^«.* *"<^ '^^ ^" ^'^^' y°"««' «°**."^« * '^- ^^ ^^ ^^«^ ^^^'^ '*» 

col. 2.] ]jy]2i haue gouemaunce of his Heme and good. And so the 

And the 

queen desired quene caste her loke upon loseph, and beganne to desire ' to 
folly with her, ]2aue hym to foly with her; and she shewed hym mani foly 
and when he signes and semblauntz of fals loue and sinfuH. And whan she H 
she was mad sawo and perceiued that he wold* not medill with her, thanne 

for sorrow. • i •• 

But he was a she was wode for sorugh, and called hym into a chaumbre, and 
and would praied hym of foly. And he, that was a good man, said her that 

not betmy his 

master, he wolde not medill with her, and that he wolde neuer be t;*ai- a8 

and she 

caught his tour to his maister and lorde. And [whan | she saw he wolde not 

mantle, and ^ *- -' 

an?toid ti7' 8^*"^^ to her fals horible and dampnable wilt, she caute hym 
to»^*hIw ^^ *^® mantelt and beganne to crie, and saide, **This fals traitour 

wolde haue rauisshed and disworshipped me here." And thanne I2 
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the kiiige, tborug^ her false subieccion, putte loseph into stronge And the king 

put Joseph 

prison, and therein kepte hym longe. And God gaue knoalage ^ JJ^°^ 
to the kinge Pharon of the falshede of the quene and the trouthe y[®^jj'" 
4 of loseph, and he was hadde oute of prison, and made gretter Then he made 

Joseph 

maister thanne euer he was, and was more worshipped. And the greater than 

ever, 

quene was shamed as she was worthi, and deied an euett dethe. »«* **>« . . 

^ queen died 

And thus God quitithe bothe good and euett. And therfor *" «^ <*^**>- 
8 doughtres, be ware that ye do none auoutiy, nor caste not youre 
desire to haue no man saue youre husbonde, that ye be not 
shamed as this quene was. 



I 



CHAPTEK LIX. 
[Of Moab's daughters.] 
^2 T wilt tett you an ensaumple of Moabis doughtres, the whiche Moab's 

■ ^ 1 , . o » daughters 

were futt of the synne of lecherie: for Balam, that was ♦of werefuiiof 

" ^ lechery. 

the fals lawe, toke bem and arraied hem gayly, and sent * [i^oi- 2^- 
hem into the oste of the children of Israel, the whiche were the 
i6 children of God, forto haue made hem synned with these euel 

women, forto haue God tume ayenst hem. And whanne the and tempted 

' •' ^ tlie children 

women come thus gaily and fresshely into the oste, ther was®/^™®*^ 
mani tempted on hem, and dede her foule witt with hem. And 
3o the prince that had the gouernaunce of the ost lete hem allone, 
and4nade as they he hadde take none hede therof, and suffered 
suche felthe to be done : and God wratthed therwith, and bade And God was 

wroth and 

Moyses that the princes that had knowlege therof, and suffered *»d« ^V^^^ 

^ ^ o » put to death 

24 suche synne to be done, that they shulde anone be hanged and Jj'ho^jjj^d^ 
slayne. And Moyses made crye Goddes biddinge, and it was ^^^^^ **• 
done, for thei were slaine for the sufferaunce of that foule synne 
of lechery. And therfor here is an ensaumple that no folke of 

28 aactorite shulde suffre no suche synne to be done that they might 
lette it ; and lete hem be ware that God ponisshe not hem 
therfor. But there is now a dayes that haue the gouernaunce are 
gladde that folke are of suche harlottry. 
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CHAPTER LX. 
[Of the daughter of Midian.] 

Abotiie A^^ Madiemis doughter, the whiche arraied her selff gaily 

Midian went L\ and yede into the oste of Ebreux, that is to saye, children 

to the ho.it of . I % «-. ,« «.i/»M-t <%ii All 1 

Israel to — -— Qf Israel, forto fulfen her foule mate. And there she met 4 

tempt them 

to lust, i7ith a gret lorde of the oste, the whiche was lightly tempted on 

and went her, and toke her to hys loginge, and dede hys foule wilt with her. 

i^U, ^ And God sende anone his Neueu to see the Iniquite in the oste, 

• fFoi. 256. that a man of Ikwe of God *shulde take another woman of an- 8 
col. 2.] 

whosenephew other lawe ; and he drough his suerde ; and whanne he fonde 
both with? hem togedre, he persed hem boihe thurgh, and in that foule 
wide they deyde. And he that dede this synne with the woman, 
was a lorde that was of the lynage of Symon, the whiche was 12 
one of the twelue princes of the law ; but for that he was not 
spared, but he was slayne by the ordenaunce of God ; for he 
God would hatithe that abhominable synne of lecheri, and he wolde haue the 

have tlie 

Israelites keep children of Israel to kepe hem clene. And therfor he eane 16 

clean, and * ^ 

therefore he hem the uictori of all enterprises : for they hadd* euer the beter 

gave them r ' j 

to**^over^*^ in bataile, though ther had be tenne ayenst one. 

their enemies. - 

CHAPTER LXI. 

[Of Tamar, King David's daughter.] 

Tamarthe ANother ensaumple, doughtres, y wilt tell you, thai no ao 

iiavidwasto ZJm womau shuldc in no wyse be with no man allones 

take care of I % 

her brother wei he ncuer so niffh of her kyn : for Tamer, 

Amnon, wlio _ o J > > 

feigned to bj kinge Dauid doughter, for Amon her owne brother, for 

SiC'K) 

because he fonde her allone, he feined hym sike, and 24 
his suster was ordelned to kepe hym, and he lay be her. 
and he lay And whaune Absolon, hys brother of fader and moder, wost 

witli her * 

and Absalom that he had lyene by his suster, he slow his brother Amon. 

his brother ^ ^ ' 

slew him. And therfor, doughtres, be ware, as ye wol kepe youre honoure 28 
and worshippe both, bethe neuer allone with no manere of 
man, but yef it be youre husbonde, youre fader, or youre sone, 
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for there hathe mani foule tern ptaciones. fait therof of richtAwoman 

^ * should trust 

nigo kynne afore this t\me. And therfor a woman auirht nom^n, for 

^ '' J o the devil Is 

tru8te to no man, for the deuett is sotitt : the yonffe tendir M«btie,nnd 

' •' '^ young flesh 

fflesshe, whanne it is *chaufed, it is esy to be tempted. And {J^^ 
therfor y rede you takithe the seurest waye. * [foi. 26, 

'' col.l.] 



CHAPTER LXII. 



I 



[Of a roper's wife who was false to her husband.] 

wolde ye knew an ensaumple of a Ropers wiff that was not a roper's 
8 I trew in kepin£re of her mariap^e to her husbonde : and there to h^r 

■ , , 1 , 7 . husband with 

was a false bauude that yras her godsib» and toke mede of a ^ leciwrous 

prior, 

Riche lecherous prioure to gete the ropers wyff to do his foly with 

her^ the whiche the bauude entreted her to. And thanne, for yeftes through the 
li and juelles that the Prioure gaue to the wiiF, and for the entysing bawd. 

of the bauude, the wiff graunted hym to do her foule lust io- 
^ gedre. And therfor it is a true sawe, that a woman that takithe 

yeftes of ani man, sekith her selff. And so it happed on a night one night the 
i6 that the prioure come to lige bi the wiff whanne her husbonde iie with her, 

when her 

was aslepe ; and whanne the piioure had done his foule delit, husband was 

7 . asleep, 

he rose, and wolde haue gone his waye, and the fyre light sodenly 
in the chemeney, and the good man sawe hym goo oute. And »"<>*« h««- 
30 he sterte up and asked what that was. And his wiff saide she »"m«oaway, 
west neuer; but the good man was in eret sorw and heuinesse, andwasin 

^ ^ o f great trouble 

and ferde lest hys wyff had done amys. And the wiff, whiche i^JJone*^* 
was full of malice, yede and spake and tolde the bauude, her tSIJife tSd 
34 godi^ib, alt how it happed. And the bauude bade lete her allone who^wem to 
with hym, and she wolde excuse her welt ynow. And she inth"****"*^ 



morn*' 



aspied he was going to the londes, spenyng his cordes, and came wJck^wooi"* 
afore hym with a rocke under a gerdett spynning blak woll. changed to 
38 And whanne he come, she hadde on her rocke white wolt, and and back 

again. 

within *a litett while of blacke woUe. And all way as he come » [Poi. 26, 
to and from she chaunged her woli. " What ! " saide the good G,^ib. gnid 
man, "godsyb, me thought right now ye had a rocke of blacke Ihoughtyou 
32 wull under youre gerdelt.'* " Nay, forsothe," said she ; and after wool, "*" 



80 OF A roper's unfaithful wife. 

and now he come agein, and she had chaunged her rocke. *' What, godsib^ 

niethougfat ^ 

you had me thought right now, ye spahne whit woUe." ** What, godsib," 

white wool^ 

The bawd salde she, "what aylithe you 1 y trow there be sum thinge wronge 
i» Bomeihing with you ; y t hathe be to night a night that folke wened that 4 

wrong with ^ ^ i t »» 

you. as witii they haue savne thinsres the whiche were none suche. I trow,' 

other people j o o . 

who thought quod she, " ye aile sum what, it nis not aright with yon." And the 
thkl"** S^^ ^^^ wende she had saide soth, and saide to her bi mouthe, 
replied!*! Mw " ^J ^7 trouthe, godsib, y wende y had sayne to night gone oute 9 
wackttihfggo of my chaumbre a blacke thinge, y not what." "A! godsib,'' qteod 
^mi»n she, " it was no thinge but the day and the night that stroue to- 
it was the ' gedre ; and there was gret lyghteninge." And thus she apesed the 
strove to. good man of his thought by her falshede. Another tyme it happed < ' 

gether; and , 

thus she that he rose erliche, and he wende to haue take a Iitett poke 

satisfied him. ^ -^ 

Another time atte hys beddcs fete, to haue gone to the market iij myle from 

he rose early. 

and took the hys hous, forto haue brought home fisshe ; and he toke the 
breeche&in prioures breke, and putte hem in his sleue. And whanne he 16 
to nmriceTto"* ^^^^ bought that he wolde haue atte the market, he wende to 
buy fish. take oute his poke, and to haue putte inne his fysshe, and he 
fonde that it was a breche. And whan he sawe it, he was futt 
wiienthe of anger and sorugh. And whanne the monke was ryse that 20 
hefound only lave betweue the hedde and the watt, hym lacked hys breche, 

a small bag, '' , , "^ J f 

* [Foi. 26^, and *fonde no thi nge but a littelt poke. A nd whanne the wiff wost 
but no therof, she was fult of sorugh, for she supposed wel that her hus- 

****®^**®'* bonde had take the brech instede of the litelt poke. And she 24 
And the wife yede to her s:odsib, the bauude, and tolde her that was behapped, 

went to the *' . , , n i i i i i . 

bawd, and and praied her of her helpe: and the bauude said" to her, 

they both put ^ ^ ' * 

on breeches. "Ye shalt take a breche on you, and y wilt take another, 

and whan youre husbonde comitbe home, I wott tett hym a8 
When the that ye and y werith breches." And whanne the good man 
home, in was comeu home, aft futt of heuinesse and sorw, the fals godsib 

sorrow, the 

bawd came to come to welcome hym home, and asked hym ''what chere/'and 

him, and 

a.4ced what asked hym yef he hadde aught lost of his good, for he made so 3a 

ailed him, * 

and he told l^eui chere; and he saide ''Nay, me ayleth sum what ellis." And 
had found. SO she dede so moche with hym, that he tolde her what hym 
She began to ^y^^^^i ^^^ ^o^ ^^ ^^^ fouude a breche atte his beddes fete, 
saidfyoado And whanne she had herde hyt», she beganne to laugh, and 36 
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saide hy#?i, ** Gbdsib, now y see wett ye be deseyued, and in your wife 

wrong, 

wey to be tempted to do my godsib youre wyff shame, and 
youre selff, thorugB fals supposinge. And therfor leiie it; 

4 y sure you that there nis not a truer wiff to her husbonde 
in this towne, nor kepithe her selff clenner nor trulyer to 
her husbonde ; for in good sothe she and y weren breches she and i 
for because of the harlotis that handelithe women, and takithe braechM. 

8 hem hastely hi thaire priuite. And that ye may see that 
this is true, seithe youre selff." And she toke up her clothes, 
and shewed hjm how she was breched ; and [he] saw she 
saide* sothe, and beleued her. And thus that fals bauude, his *[Poi:«». 

col. 2.1 

12 godsib, saued the wiff twies, that he might haue no knoulache And he be- 
lieved her 
of his wiffes falshede ; but atte the laste the deuett wott that again. 

the orible synne shulde be know. Tlie good man thought that The good 

man thought 

his wiff went ofte to the priori, and she had not to do there, «»»* his wife 

^ * ' went to the 

1 6 and he defended her, in payne of her lyff, she shulde no more P'^f'y ^'*^- 

' ^ J J f Q„l; cause, 

come there, for it was not his wilt that she yode thedir for no J"^ forbade 
thinire. And so on a tyme, to saye what she wulde do, her And he hid 

^ '^ ^ J ' himself to aee 

husbonde saide he wolde gone oute of towne : and he hidde hym ^ «h« ^o«w 

° . go there, 

30 priuely to loke what she wolde do. And she, that was full and when she 

^ •' . , did. hefol- 

of synne, and tempted with the deuelt, yede anone with the »o^ed and 

•^ ' ^ ' "^ brought her 

prioure ; and her husbonde saw, and yode after her and brought *>*<5^- 
her ageyn, and saide, " here, dame, thou hast broke myn com- 
24 aundement." And thanne he yode into the towne, and made Then he went 

• 1 .11 111 1 to the town, 

couienaunt with a surgeon to hele two broken legges ; and and engaged 

a surgeon, 

whanne he had done, he come home and toke a pestett and and came 

..111* A t i»i 1 1 home and 

brake bothe his wyfes ys leggys, and saide to her, " atte the bmue both 

his wife's legs. 

a 8 hardest, for a while, thou wilt not goo ferre, and breke myn 
comaundement, nother y fynde the contrarye." And thanne he 
brouffht her a bedde. And there she lave so lonsre tiH the The wife lay 

^ ./ o long abed, 

deuett tempted her : fof, whanne she was almost hole, she and wnt for 

m '^ the prior to 

33 made the prioure come lye with her ther she laye, euene by her come^by night 
husbonde bi night in the bedde. And the good man douted Ther husband 

'^ " thinking some 

hym that there was sum man with his wyff, and made semblaunt one was there, 

•^ •' ' pretended to 

that he had slepte *, and routed : and whanne they were doing "i^^PJ 

-^ ' . *[Fol.27, 

36 the foule dede of synne, he hastely toke oute a long kniff and coi. 1.) 
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and when the persed hem bothe tliorngh into the bedde. And thus he slougU 
he took out a hem bothe in doinge this orible eynne. And whanne he had 

lonff knife 

and killed done, he Called his neyghboures and the officres of the lawe, and 

themboUi. • ''^ 

Then he . sheued hem what he had don: the whiche saide, ali with one 4 

called his 

neighbours, uovB, that it was wel done to ponisshen hem in snche wise. 

and shewed •' . . * 

haS^on^***^ '^^^ thanne thei had moche meruaile that she wolde lone and 
ma^l^eHed ^*^® ^^** 8^^* ^^^^^ black foule prioure, and lefte to loue a 
shouw prefer goodly yonge man, wise and riche, that she had to her husbonde ; 8 
a goodiy^*^ but mani woman farithe as the femali of the wolff, that chesithe 
to her make the foulest wolff of alt that ben in the wode. And 
BO dede the leude woman, thorugh temptacion of the deuelt, 
But the more chase this foule monkei And therfor take hede, the more the '^ 

abominable 

the sin, the svune is abhominable the egerlyer thei be teihpted hi the deuell, 

greater is the "^ . . 

iS™S**M^" of ag lie that was a man of religion, and she a wedded woman. 

tne cievii* 

And so it farithe by a woman, yef she synne with her kynne or 

godsyb, the nere thei be of kyn the gretter is the temptacion, i6 

and the more sinfutt brenning witt thei shall ^ haue. And 

"The pot therfor it is a trew prouerbe, ]>at "the potte may goo so longe to 

long to the water, that atte the laste it is broken; " as this leude woman that 

water, tlmt at I , , 

last it is bad her husbonde ten tymes fairer thanne the prioure the whiche 20 
she toke, and that she was ascaped bi the helpe of the fake 

* [Foi. 27, bauude her godsib of ij suche periles that her husbond* * hadde 
founde by her, and after that she had broken her husbondes 
comaundement, and therfor he brake her legges, and yet '^ she 24' 
wolde not be chastised. And therfor, doughtres, here ye may see 

Tt is the devil that it is foly, and the temptacion of the deuell, that temptithe 

tliat tempts ^ , . . • 

and enflames and enflamithc tlie hertis of folke to do this x)rible synne of 

the heart to 

lechery, lecheiye, the whiche ys a foule stinking synne. Notwith- 28 

stonding, doughters, be ware bi this woman, and of her ' afore in 

this boke, and that ye take no man saue youre husbonde, and 

that ye take no yeftes, nor leuithe none euett counsaile, as dede 

Ih?wn *^* ^ ^^^® woman of her godsib. Now haue y shewed you diuerse 33 

aropies^of the ds^^J^P^^s of the Bible, and of gestys of kinges, and of other 

lecilS-y? wld**^ *^^°8®8» how that lecheri and the disguisyng of youre array 

of arrayl**"^ displcsid God, and how all the world was stroied therfor, saue 

> ? Cut out either " will " or '• ehaU." * MS. *' yest" » ? and other 
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•viij. persones, and How Sodom and Gomor, and other .v. Citees, 
was brent in stinking sulfure, and sank to helt, and how moche 
werres [and] manslaughter hathe fa!t and fallithe there from 

4 day to day, and how the synne of lechery stinkithe afore God 
and his aungeles. And takithe hedg how the uirgines had leuer 
be martered rather thanne they wolde do that foule synne, for 
no yefte, nor for no promesse, that might be made to hem ; as 

8 seint Katenne, seint Margarete, seint Luce, elleuene thousand* 
uirgines, and other mani uirgines, the whiche were to long to 
compte the tenthe party of her fermete, for they ouercome the 
deueli and hys * temptaciones, and wanne the kingdom of*[Po).27&. 

col. 1.] 

13 heuene. And y saie you, doughtres, it is no maistri to absent and how it is 

oftRy to keep 

you frbm that synne, yef ye wo!t use you to kepe you clene. from sin, if 

3'ou will lue 

And this shall helpe to kepe you, that is, to loue and drede God you to be 
and youre husbonde, and bethenke you what sorw, harme, and !p^**'l? , 

•^ *" ' ' dread God. 

i6 worldes shame hathe and may fali therof, and ye do amisse ; 
and how ye lese the loue of God, and of youre husbonde, kyn, 
frendes, and of alt the worlde that knouithe you and heres 
therof; and therfor, dough ters, yef temptacion assailethe you, if tempta. 

- , , . , , . , tions come, 

2ohaue mynde day and night to make recistens ageynes hem^ to resist tiiem 

dayandnlglit, 

kepe you clene and ferme in goodnesse. And bethenke what an* thinic of 

■*■ "^ the slmme of 

ye are, and whennes ye come, and what shame and dishonour *^*»8 evil, 
may fall * you yef ye .do euelt. 

CHAPTER LXIII. 
24 [Of proud women.] 



N 



Ow wolt y touche of sum women that haue be proude of of women 

tliat are 

the worshippes and goodes that God hathe sent vnto proud of 

worldly 

them, and might not suffre ne endure in ese, as it is con- wealth. 



28 teined in the Bible, where he telles of Apemena, doughter of a 

gymple knight that was called Verar. This Apemena was yonge, of Apemena, 
and of gret beauute, in so moche that the king of Surre, that was wng of Syria, 
mighti and of gret nobeluesse, had take her in suche manere of 

32 loue that thorugh the said folious loue he toke her into his wiff, 

and so was she quene of Surry. And whanne she see her selff 

* ** fatt " repeated in the MS. 

6—2 









84 OF THE PROUD WIFE OF KING HEROD. 

* [Pol. 27b. exalted into gret puissaunce and worships, she preised no *inore 

col. 2.] 

who despised her owne lynage, but had despite and indignacion of hem, 

her own 

famUy, and become so folyously proude that she deigned not to do 

reuerence and worshipp« unto the kinge as ^ she aught for to 4 
do, for because he was symjple and debonaire ; nor also to his 

so that all lyneage, in so moche that att manere of peple had her in hate. 

people hated , 

>>«'• And the king toke wrathe vnto her in suche manere that she 

At last the was sheut and driuen awey bi the counsaile of the kin^i^ffes 8 

king drove ^ oo " 

from hf^ lynage, and she lost the worship that she was in. For mani 
women may not suffre whanne thai haue worships and be wel 
atte ease, unto the tyme that thorugh her orguylleus port ben 
throwen doune of her worshipp^ and astate, as dede this quene 12 
that come from pore lynage to gret astate. And therfor euery 

The more woman that seithe her husbonde esy and symple unto her 

simple a •/ .^ * 

husband is, withoute malice, in so moche she auffht to do hym the more 

the more ' ^ "^ 

wife*rever. reuerencB, and to fulfelt the sonner his wilt, and to kepe his 16 
•nee him. i^^^ . ^^;^ therein she worshippes her selff, for she may not do 
to her husbonde to moche worships. And but yef she do so, it 
may happe to make lier husbondes herte to tume from her and 
hate her, the whiche were gret harme and perelt, that there 20 
shulde be suche diuieion betwene hem that shulde be one. 
S'Ul? TT Wott tett you an ensaumple of the gret kinge Heroudes 



I 



wyff he loued merueylously. So it happed he went to Rome, 
•[Pol 28, -** and duryng the tyme of his * being there, the pepilT of his 24 
Whom the housholde purposed to finde a wey to hynder his sayd wiff ayenst 

pvOpic llfttGCl 

for her hvm, for they loued her not, bycause she was to cruelt and to 

cruelty. *i ^ *i v 

They set her fers ; and reported unto hym that she hadd* a priui loue bisyde 

husband 

ni^ainst her hym, and in this wise dishonoured her ; of the which the saide 28 

by saying she 

had another Herode was greuously wrothe, and of this reproued her. And 
and she she ansucred hym fersely and proudely, and demened her not 

answered him 

proudly and in fstirenesse and curtesye, nor so mekely as she shulde do ; so 

nerceiyi 

that the sayd Herode was crueH and dispitous to her [for] her 32 
siewlwr** orguilleux langage, and toke a kniff and slow her, of the whiche 
he was afterwarde futt sory, for he fonde that she was untruly 

accused. And so bi her presumptuous port of langage she made 

* MS. "and" 



N 



qUEEN VASTYS WOULD NOT C03IE TO HER HUSBAND, 85 

ber selff to be slayne. And therf'or it is a good ensaumple to 
euery woman to be meke and curteis, and to ansuere mekely, 
curtaisly, and softely ayenst of couroux of her busbonde. For 

4 tbe wyse 8alamon saitbe that, by curtesye and softe wordes, good soiomon*8ays 

***** by 

women shulde abate the yre of thaire husbondes. For the w iff courtesy and 

soft words 

of right owithe to honoure her busbonde, though his speche be »o«* T^?®" 
right or wronge, and in special in hys yre tofore the pepitt. ^Ind'^lf" 

5 And whanne his yre is passed, she may welt shew unto hyni 
that he had wronge. And so shal she kepe the pees and the 
loue of her busbonde, and of her housholde, and shaft not 
make her selff blamed nor slayne, as dede the furi<t wyff of king 

^2 Herodes. 

CHAPTEK LXIV. 

[Of Vaistys queen of Assyria.] 
Ow wilt y telt you another eneaumple of a quene tliat [»'oi. 28. ^ 

col. 2.3 * , 

was called Vastys, and she was wiff to the king of Assur. or Queen 
16 "^* ^ Hit befelt that the said king helde a fest to his barones, to tiie icinif of 

and there were alt the gret barones of his londe ; and the king 

and his barones dyned in one halt, and the quene in another. 

And whanne it was after dinere, the said barones desired of the 
20 kinge that hym lyked that thei might see the quene, that was 

merueilously faiie. The king sent vnto her onis, tuyes, thries, who refused 

to come to 

and she denied not to come. So that the kinge had gret shame her imsbaiid 

when he sent 

therof, and axsed of his barones what he shulde do. And the ^w i»er, 
2A counsaile gaue hy)n that he shulde putte her from hym, and and be put 

^ o ./ X her away 

that she shulde not come in his presence of alt a yere, to geue from him 

S\^& ^V J V^WA A 

other ensaumple to obeye beter to her busbonde ; and so dede 
the king, and made therof a lawe, that from th.nnes forwarde 

38 euery woman that disobeyed or esconduyed* her busbonde of ani 
thinge that he comaunded her, so that it were thing resonable, 
she shulde be mued att a yere, with litett mete and drinke, 
and kept fiom the communicacion of att peple, for to shew her 

92 her defauute ; and yet holde they the same custume in that as is stiii ti^e 

custom in 

Boialme. And thanne the quene was gretly ashamed whanne she that country. 
saye sh€i4nost be in mue, and wepte,^and made gret sorw, but it 

^ MS. " estondnyed " 



86 AMON, THE king's SENESCHAL, WAS VERY HAUGHTY, 

was to late, for bi her pride she was in mue from sight of the 

•[Foi. 286 pepitt all a yeere. So ye shulde *take here good ensaumplie. 

For in special tofore the pepitt ye owe to do the comaunde- 

An example ment of youre husbondes, and obeye hym, and do hjm wor- 4 

should obey shippe, and shewe her semblaunce of lone, yef ye will haue the 

her husband, 

espectaiiy in louvnff of the worlde. Bnt y sale you not but, whanne ye are 

public; f o y V 

thougiiwhen secretly togedre allone, ye may the more largely saye or do 
private, she more voure wilt, after ye know his manere and condicion. I 3 

may speak '' / ^ 

mind''" wilt telt you the ensaumple of a lyon and of his properte: 
thJuoiiew *° whanne the lyonesse hathe done hym ani displesere or despite, 
llSi^wm*?!^ ^^ ^'^ ^®^ turne no more to her of alt that day, ne. that, 
timtday^or flight, for uo thingo that may befall; he shewes in suche la 
And*a8 a Uon ^^^^ ^^^ lordshippe. And it is a good ensaumple to eueri 
tiie'iionTs^ woman, whanne a wUde beste, that canne no reson but auent 
imrbifnd to be that meues hym, makes hemselff dradde and douted of his felaw. 

* Now take hede thanne ! a good woman aught not to displese ne i6 

disobeye her husbonde that God hathe geuen her by his holy 

sacrement. 

CHAPTER LXV. 

[Of the wife of Aman.] 

Of the wife of A^^ 7^^ ^^^ J ^^^ J^^ another ensaumple upon this 20 
king'^'senl. uL mat ere, of Amons wiff, the whiche Amon was Seneschal! 

schal who / ^^ 

rose from ■^— »- ^f ^Jjq king, and was comen to ^ pore degre and of mene 

poverty to . , . , 

great riches peplo, and became riche by his seruice, and purchased londes and 

and power, ^ * 

possessiones, and gouemed also the grettest parti of the londe, 24 
and became and become ryche. And he waxe so pore ' and presumptuous, 
he would that he wolde that euery persone kneled tofore hym and dede 

Iiave people , 

kneel before hym gret reuerence. So it be felt that Mardocheus, that was 

him. 

* [Foi. 28d. of grete noblesse, and had norisshed the que^e after, the whiche aS 

col. 2.] 

But Mar. was a good and gracious lady and luste. And it displesed 

docheus, a , 

nobleman, gretly to the Said Mardocheus of the pride and presumpcion of 
hi^so^hat ^^^^ °^*° ^^** ^*® comen of not, and deigned not to do hym 
andTtoidhia^'' worshipe, ne to rise afore hym, and of the whiche the said 33 
advlsed^htm Amon was right fel and wrothe, and compleyned hym therof 
docheiu^to' ^^ ^^s wiff, the whiche was proude and of gret corage as he was, 
^"^ * ! for " of ". » proud (?). 



AND WAS HUNG ON THE GIBBET HE HAD REARED FOR ANOTHER. 87 

and counsailed hym that he lete rise a iebet tofore his (lore, 
and that he made hange the said Mardocheos therapon, and 
to put sum cas upon hym thorugh the whiche he had deserued upon loine 
4 dethe. And the fole Amon beleued his yriS, -thorugh the 
whiche hym befelt gret mischeef. For, whanne he had reised But when he 

hftd railed 

the iebet, the frendes of thilke Mardocheus went rennynff to the the gibbot. 

•^ ® theWeiicUof 

queue, and tolde Jier what Amon wolde do to hym that had Mard«.cheiiii 

^ "^ went to the 

8 norisshed her. And the queue for that cause went to seche **",J2J'tJJ|J'** 
Amon, and he come tofore the kinge, and he was diligentely {|[qf,iij I™*^*^ 
euquered for the cause that he hadde putte upon hym, bo that it ^^ J,llnd" 
was founde that the said Mardocheus was not culpable therof, eheuiiuld^' 

1 2 but that the other hadde done it by enuye. Thanne the queue «^nR!^i<e 
after kneled tofore her lorde, and besought hym that men Amon should 
shulde do sem[bla]ble iustice to Amon the seneschatt, and that uutead ; 
he and his children were hanged tofore the gate, to shewe that 

1 6 falsly * and by enuie he hadde iuged the said Mardocheus. And •[Foi. 29, 
as the good ladi had required, it was done; for he was hanged andMhe 
atte his yate, and his seuene children, and all thorugh his his chudren. 
pride and oultrecuydance, and by the folynesse counsaile of his 

ao wyff. Thanne it is gret foly to a man that is comen of mene Tiierefore it 

Is great folly 

degre, and of naught, to be proude that he knew not hym selff, for men, 

^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ come of mean 

for ani erthely good, and that he dispise ne dispreise none degre«, to be 
other persone, but, and he be wise, he ought to meke hym selff, 
24 to that entent to fali in the grace of alt men, and that men 

haue none enuie upon hym ; for men haue often tymes gret for men envy 

more tliose 

enuie of them that comithe of mene degre thanne of hem that who have 

risen, than 

comen of fi^ood place and automd of auncetry. And also the ««<>» who nre 

^ , ^ . boru great. 

28 wiff of the said Amon was not wise, whan she saw the wrathe 
and courance of her husbonde, to susteyne hym in his foly, [for 
every wise woman should fair ] and curtesly suage and do awey 
the wrathe of her husbonde by fayre wordes and softe, and 

32 specially whan she seithe hym moued to do ani harme, or veleiii, 
of the whiche dishonoure and harme might folw. As the wiff of 
Amon, that undemam not her husbonde of his foly, but rather 
atysed hym, and gaue hym counsaile thorugh the whiche he 

* Fr. Car tout^ migefemme doit btl ] 



88 JEZEBEL TAKES THE VINEYARD OF NABOTH, 

Thisisagood.deied foule and felonusly. So this is a goo[d] eusaumple that 
a woman ^ woman shuldc not susteine her husbonde in his wrath and 

should not 

hus^nd in Hialyncolye, but shulde rather undernyme * hym bi resones, litett 
t^ to reason* ^^^ HteH, what harmes and inconuenience^ mow come therof to 4 
with huu. ^1^^ foule body ; and so shulde do eueri good * woman aneut her 

• [Fol. 29, •' ° 

coL 2.] husbonde ; wherfor, faire doughters, take here ensaumple, and 
beholde what harme befelt anone * thorugh the foly of his wyff. 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

[Of queen Jesebel.] 8 

of Queen AFter y shal telt you an ensaumple of an euett quene and 

l\ diuers and to cruel]:, and how it befell hen And that 
who hated '^ fwas] quene Gesabell, that had mani euell taches. Furst, 

poor men, , 

she Iiated pore men, and all manere of men of the whiche she i3 
hermits, and might naught hauc sum manere of thinge. She Iiated Ermites, men 

holy men, 

of holy chirche, and alt them that taught the cristen faithe, and 
making them made them to be robed and betin, so that it behoued [them] to 

to be beaten. 

fie oute of the Eeaume. She had no mercy of no man, and i6 
There was a therfor was she cursed and Iiated of God and man. Ther was a 

man called 

Naboth. man that was called Nabot, the whiche had a good pece of 

who had a ^ ' . . 

th"*k£r* ^** wyne, and the kinge desired often tymes to haue it by beying or 
^"^'ed, otherwise, but that good man wolde not consent therto with ao 
good herte. And so saide the king to the abouesaid quene his 
wyfP, that he was sori that he might not haue the pece wyne. 
so Jexebei And she sayde she wolde make hym well to haue it ; and so 
to death; she dedc. For by treson she made murdre the saide Nabot, h 

which dis- ni. 1111-1 11 

pleased God« and made come false witnesse that he hadde geuen her that 
jehobhaphat -wyuc ,' of the whichc it displesed God. . And the king Josue 

made war ^ 

on Ahab, gent for to make her werre, so that he toke the king Ataz, and 

and Ahab i i • 

was slain, about .Ix. children, what gret and litelt, that he had norisshed a8 

This was the . ai.,i 

vengeance of among his men, and made cutte of thaire hedes. And that was 

God. r . . 

* [Fol. 29b. the puuicion and the uengeaunce of God. And as to that euelt 
The queen queue * Gesabclt, she putte her in a garet to see the kinge 
garret to see Josue passe, and made her queint, and arraied her selff in 3a 

the king 

jobiahpass, clothes of golde and ermynes and grei precious stones, alt 

* MS." undermyne.*' Fr. rfpren^re. • ?/or a man. 



AW WAS KILLED, AND EATEN BY DOGS. 89 

disguysed in, and in other manere thanne the other women 
were. And she was displesed and proude that, as sone as she 
sawe the kincre, she beiranne to curse, and saie att the villane fto^ cumd 
4 that she conde. And the kinge beganne to beholde the 
queintise and the disgulsyng of her clothinge, and herkenid the 
malice and pride of her lancraire. and comaonded sum of his men m that he 
that thei shulde goo thedir and caste her downe, and the hede to- throw her 

down I 

8 fore, in the sight of a!t the peple. And as he comaunded, it was 
done, for they toke her and caste her downe. And she deyed 
velonusly, and the kinge comaunded that, for her gret mischef 
that she had done, that she shulde haue no berielles; and 

I a nomore she hadd*, but was eten and deuoured with dogges, and and her body 

was eaten by 

so felt her gret pride. For in suche wise God vengithe hym of dog^ 
them that haue no pitee of poure men, nor of the seruauntes of 
holy chirche, and that be cruelte and couetise makithe do 
J 6 mani euell mordres ; as dede that queue that so susteined her 
husbonde in his foly, thorugh the whiche befeli gret harme. 
So this is good ensaumple to be petous of poure men, and of This is an 

example to 

the seruauntis of holy chirche, and not forto atise ne geue ^ p***^"> ^ , 

" ' ° poor men and 

30 euett couneaile to her husbonde ; and also not to be disguysed, J'^j^'^SJ^ 
but to holde the astate of good ladies of her centre ; and also and not to 

say great 

not to tempte ne to saie gret wordes * to a gretter thanne thou words to a 

r o o greater than 

art thi self. thyself. 

• [Fol. 296. 

CHAPTER LXVII. 001.2.] 

94 [Of Athaliah, and queen Bninehanlt.] 

m / Et wott y tell you another ensaumple of Eutalia, that was of Eutaiia, 

^k / . • , queen of 

W queue of lerusalem, and was euett and diuerse withouten Jerusalem, 
"^ ani pitee. For whanne Ozias, her childe, was dede, she bi pity, and slew 

^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ all her grand. 

aS treson made slain att the children of her sone, and aft the heires, children, save 

' ' one, that was 

saue only one, that a good man, that was called Joadis, lete ^^^^ ^y * «°^ 
norisshe priuely. That queue putte her selff in possession of 
the Beaiilme, and of all the goodes, and dede mani aduersiteez 
32 to the pepiH, by tailez and subsidiez, as she was wttAoute reson 

and pete. And whanne she had done harme ynow and cruelte And when 

, she had done 

in the Beaume, the childe ^hat was norisshed priuely, and h*raa enough, 

V A « ^Yte grandtton 

thilke Joadys that had norisshed hym, toke her and made her J"* ?®' ^ 
^6 deye an euelt and a shamfuH dethe. And so had she rewarde 



90 OF BRUNEHATJLT, qUEEN OF FBANCE. 

God always of her merlte in the ende. Foir atiwey God yeldithe after the 

rewards ac- 
cording to desei-t on her in the lyff or in the dethe : for there is none euell 

deserts either *' 

far or dear. Jede hut that it is ponisshed other ferre or nigh. 

Of queen TT ^qI tett vou an ensaumple of a quene of Fraunce, that was 4 

Brunehault m i x- t, j 



I 



of France, | named Bran, and that was the quene of the wliiche Sibille 

spake and profesied, and saide '' Brun shatt come into the 
kingdom of Fraunce, that shal do meruailes." And so befett i^ for 
who killed she made slee of her children, and*of the chUdren of her children, 8 

her children 

and grand, and that a gret nombre : and y canne not telt you the halff of her 

children. ^ f ^ ^ 

But God cruelte, nor murdereres, tresones, and occasiones that she had 
at last ; done. But she was paied, as it plesed to God, atte the laste. 
col. ij ' For a * childe of her childe, that skaped alyue, the whiche knew la 
chndren*! who the gret euett dedes and crueltees that she had don«, he putte 
oTiiedthr ' her dedes in iugement afore the baronis of the londe, and she 
judgment on was iuged to be distroied, and drawen to peses with hors. And 
was drawn to 80 was it done. And she deyed an eue!t dethe, and wikedly, i6 

pieces by 

horses. as she eue!t and cruelly made deye the Innocent kingges blode. 

eth^the pot' And therfor, in olde Englisshe, it is saide that '' so ofte goth the 
at the hist it pottc to Water, that atte the laste it comithe broken home.'' 

cometh 

^^u CHAPTEE LXVIIL 

[Of Envy.] ao 

Of Miriam, "^ wolt tell you an ensaumple upon enuye, of Marie, Moyses 



I 



Moses, ■ suster, that for enuye that she was not as wel beloued of 

who dis- "^ God as her brother Moyses, and that God herde not as wett 

pleased God 

by her envy her request as Moyses, and therfor she had enuye and despite ^4 
and was ' of her brother, of the whiche she had displesaunce to God, and 

punished by 

leprosy. he made her become meseli, so that she was putte awey, and 
departed from ati the pepiti. But neueiiheles, Moyses and 
Aaron had pitee of her, and made praier to God that hym liked >S 

An eiampie to hele her, and atte thaire request she was hole. So take here 

of the evU ^ 

of envy. an eusaumplc that it is eue!t to haue enuye upon other, and 
how God ponisshed this woman that was the most noblest that 
was in that tyme, that she was departed from att other pepi)t 3a 
by the meselrye. For often tymes God ponisshed so the 
enuyous and t^e euett spekers. And therfor, faire dougbtres, 
take here a good ensaumple that it is vilunous a vice to en- 
• ^i^j\* ^' haunce hem j-elff for to * blame and bringc downe another. 36 



THE WIFE WHO PRIDED HERSELF ON HER CHILDREN, 91 




CHAPTER LXIX. 
[Of one of the wives of Arthana.] 

wolde ye knewe another ensaumple upon this matere, of one or Aniiann, 
of the wiffes of a gret lorde that was called Arthana, the wivet,* 
whiche had .ij. wiflfes after the custume at that tyme, of the 
whiche, one was called Phanona, and that other Ama; the 
whiche Ama was a worthi lady and a good, but she might haue of whom one, 
no children by her husbonde. And in that tyme were most ciiUdrei, 
8 preised they that bare children, of the which the woman that 
hadde children had gret pride that she hadde so mani faire 
children, and therfor she had of that other wjff despite, enuye, and was there- 

. . fore mocked 

and disdayne, and mocked her in sayeng gret velanies, and saide ^7 ^e other 
12 that she was bareyne, and dede erthe, of the whic1& she had °®"*' 
gret shame, and wepte often tymes, and compleyned her to God 
and made gret sorw. And God, that se her mekenesse and But God, to 

1 1 Ml -T 1 1 ' t* t m reward her 

lownesse, and the pride, enuye, and despite of that other wyn, meekneaa, 

gave her 

i6 he made deye al! the children of that other wifF, and to her °»any ci»ii- 

dren, 

that hadde no children gaue gret plente, for the whiche her while th^ 
husbonde toke her in gret loue, and helde her more dere Phauona 
thanne that other wiff, whos children were dede. And therfor 
20 the iugementis of God are meinieilous> for he hatithe alt 
man ere of enuye, and chastisithe doun, whanne hym luste, the 
enuyous, and he exhaunsithe the meke, that besechithe his grace 
and mercy. And therfor it is a good ensaumple that no woman An example 

that no wo- 

24 shulde be proude of the goodes and graces that God hathe sent man should 

be proud of 

her, nor haue enuye nor despit * upon other, as hadde Phanona ^^at God 

, hath given 

that had children, the whiche had enuie and despite upon Ama, ^^^- 
the whiche had none. And therfor God punissheth her upon co^-^-J 
28 her children, that alt deyde, and gaue vnto that other mani, 

Men sliould 

that leued. Suche bethe the iugementis of GU)d. And therfor ta'^« 8«>od ex- 

° ample, and 

men shulde take good ensaumple, and thanke God of his ffood- "'*»^ ^^ ®i 

"^ •*■ ' ° goodQess, and 

nesse and gentilnesse, and to be meke to hym and to haue none "?' ^ ®°" 
32 enuye nor despite. Now wili y leue this matere, and speke of ^ow wm i 

■*• speak of covet- 

another, upon couetise. ouaness. 



93 THE EVILS OF COVETOUSNESS. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

[Of Govetousness.] 
Of Delilah "T wolt telt you an ensaumple of a fals woman that was called 

the wife of I i i • i 

saxaaou, ■ Dalide, that was wiff to Sampson forte, the whicne loued 

her merueilously, in so moche that he dede no thinge but 4 
to whom, that she wost therof. And for the gret loue that he had to her, 
of her. he told he was SO folisshe that he discouered hym to her that att'the 

that his 

strength iny strengthe was in the here of his hede. And whanne the fals 

in his hair. 

woman knewe that, she tolde it to the payens that were his 8 
enemys, that\ yef thei wolde geue her a good rewarde, she wolde 
make hem take her husbonde. And the payens behight her 
that yef she might do it, that she shulde haue a gret somme of 
And she, moneye. And she, that was gretly enfecte with couetise, la 
money, thorugh her large proferes, ouercame her husbonde Vith wyne 
and flatering langage, that she made hym slepe in her lappe. 
cut off his And, the mene while that he slept e, she share of and cut awey 
and'gare him ^® heres of his hede, and sent for the payens, the whiche she 16 
**^Foi!m"* hadde hidde in a busshement foXhym,* and made hym there to 
^^' ^'^ be taken. And whanne he awoke, he fonde that he had lost his 
strengthe, for tofore-hande he was mighti ynow to haue foute 
with .iij. M} men, and whan he was taken into her hondes he hadde 20 
wiio bound HO might to defende hym, but they bonde hym, and putte oute 
his eyes, and hys cyen, and made hym tuiiie in a mille hous as a blynde hors. 
turn a mill. Now beholde how, thorugh couetise of a lyteti golde, that wiked 

M'oman betrayed her husbonde, the whiche was most douted 24 
and most vaillaunt of alt eiihely creatoures, notwithstondinge 
the gret loue and truste that he had unto her. Truly couetyse 
is in euery persone a right abhominable synne. For the couetous 
hert dare wel vndertake to do gret folyes and inconueniantis. 28 
covetousness For couetisc makithc lordes to do rapine, extorcion, and 

makes lords 

rapacious, tyrannye upon the pepilt; and clerke and religieux to do 

simony, symoule, and to draw to hem other mennys goodes by fals 

usurera^ symonicz and proactiques ; Burgeys and other to be Tsoreres ; 32 

nraidsand pore men to be theues and murdereres: Maydenes and wedues 

widows to be ^ f J 

strumpets, to be strompetys ; children to desire the dethe of the fader and 

* MS. " thaf *• 
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moder, forto haue thaire good al only, and mani other inconue- and children 

, . . *o ^''■ot their 

niencis. Judas, thorugn ^ couetise of a litett siluer, betrayed oure father's goode. 
Lorde ; and so do now a dayes these aduocates and pledours that jadu be.^ 
4 sellithe the worde' and langage that God bathe yeuen hem in Loni.M'do 
meyntenaunce of fals quarellys, and, for a litett syluer, to that seti the 

language 

putte a good * man from his right, and other while holditlie that ood 

, ■ haagflven 

on bothe parties for to finds way to gadre money, and in suche **»•"»» »"* 

* [Fol. 81 

8 wise disposithe the comune langage that God bathe geuen them. eoi.i.] 
And therfor couetise is right deseiuable, . thorugh the whiche «iiver, put a 
this Dalida made spitt Sampson her husbonde, that was so &ire, irom his 
strpnge, and mighty. But afterwarde God yelde her that she had But ood ra- 
12 deseruid, for she was afterwaide wedded to one of the payens lah, for when 

* she married 

and made a gret and solempne fest, where were assembled moche <^n> and 

made a great 

peple. And by that tyme Sampson here of his hede was growen 'o"»*» 
ayen, and had his strengthe as he hadde afore ; and he herde Samson, wiio 

h;id become 

i6 tett of this feste, and lete lede hym vnto the place where it strong again, 

came to it, 

shulde be, and was ladde to the maist«r pillour of the halle, hi 
the whiche afi the hail was susteined, and toke that pillour 
with his two hondes, and drow downe that pillour, so that alt and puiied 

down the 

20 the halt fe!t upon them. And there was slayne Dalida and the ^ouae, so 

^ *' tliatsheand 

most partie of alt that were atte the weddinge. And so was he '^"J' ®J;|2^ 
venged of that cursed woman, the whiche was slayne in that 
wise. For God wolde that she were ponisshed for her cursid- 
24 nessc, as reson was, that for her euett dede she had euel. 



CHAPTER LXXI. 
[Of wrath.] 

Iwitt telt you how, thorugh a litelt wrathe and goinge awey How gre^t 
harm came 
of a woman from her husbonde, become a gret sorw and fro°» » wo- 
° man's going 

20 harme. There was a worthi man and noble of the mount t'^l ''®"* ^ 

her husband. 

of Eifram, the whiche was maried to a gentitt woman of Beleen, iJ'o!rM"of ^ "'* 
and that gentitt woman, for a *liteH: wrathe and displesaunce, ]^J^™. ^,^ 
that she toke with her husbonde, went sodenly vnto her fader, • rp,,^ 3^ 
3a for the whiche her husbonde was sori, and went after to fet her ^' *^'' 

» MS. **8orugf » MS. <*worlde.*» Vr. parole. 
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for a little ayen. And her fader blamed her gretly that she yede awey, and 

cause went ^ r>t • 

away to her dcliuered her unto her husbonde. So her husbonde and she, in 

father, who 

blamed her, retouminfif towardc thaire home, Wed in a toune called Gabel. 

and gave her ° / o 

iT^bimd^*' in the whiche was gret nombre of yonge pepilt, wilde and enfecte 4 
Going home with lechery, come into the hous where they were loged in the 

together, . « 

they lodged nisht, aud toke her from her husbonde by force, and Bauisshed 

at Gabel, *=^ ' , , . 

where some her vclonusly, notwithstondinff that thaire oste, where thei were 

young men •" " . 

ravished the loged, woldc liaue take them one of his doughters to haue 8 
And on the forboma and saue the saide gentilwoman, but they wolde for no 

morrow she 

died for thing, but toke her forthe and fouled her. And on the morw, 

sorrow. 

Her husband whauue she Eaye her selff so shamed and defouled, she deyed 
in twelve for sorugh ; and thanne her husbonde toke her forthe with hym la 

pieces, and 

sent the home' to his place, and cutte her into .xij. peces, and sent euery 
his friends, p^ce with lettres to certaine of her frendes, to that enteiit that 
thei might be ashamed of her, aad of her goinge away, and 
also that they might haue wilt to take vengeaunce upon hem i^ 
that dede her that veloni and shame. Of the whiche dede, whanne 
her frendes had knowlage, they made gret sorugh, and assembled 
who slew hem and alt thaire puissaunce to<?edre, and yede to the said toune 

33,000 of the 7. 

people of of Gabatt, and slow therfor xxxiij thousande persones, men and 20 

Gabel. 

•[Foi.316. women, Therfor, doughterj, *take hede suche a vengeaunce 
was done for that leude dede of her going away ; that is to saie, 
that she was dede, and so mani men slayne, the whiche shulde 
haue UQ harme and she had not for wrathe gone awey from her 24 
husbonde; aud mani were slayne for her that hadde no gilt. 
Therefore, And thcrfor cucry woman aught to restraine wrathe, and to plese 
ought tu stay and Buffre her husbonde, and he be wroth, with faire langage, 

with her . 

husband, and and uot to ffo awav from hym, as dede that woman, of the 28 

try to please to J ^ ' > 

him. whiche come moche sorugh, as the detlie of her selff and of so 

gret nombre of pepilt. 

CHAPTER LXXIL 
[Of a woman who would not obey her husband.] 
Of a woman T wolde ye knew another ensaumple upon the woman that 32 

that would I ii'iT /»iii 1 rm 

not eat with ■ wolde not ctc attc the biddmg of her husbonde. There was 

her husband, J . , i 

a lady that wolde uot come ete with her husbond" whanne he 
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was atte mete, for no thyng that he coude sale her nor comannde 
her. And he saw that ; and whanue he had etin, he sent for his 
swyne-herde, and made fette the kichin clothe that hia disshes 
4 were wiped with, and spied it on a horde, and sette mete theron, 
and made the swyne-herthe sitte doun theratte : and thanne «i<i >>« n^<i« 

•^ ' her sit at 

he called his ladj his wyff, and saide her, " Sethe ye wol not ete "*** J"' 
in my companie with me, ye shalt sitte downe and ete here with *»•"'• 

8 the swyne-hei-the, for there shal noue other man holde you 
compani at youre mete/' And whedir she ware wrothe or 
gladde, he made her sitte doun. And she wepte and made 
moche sorugh that her husbonde wolde chastise her so, to make 

13 her be serued in so ungoodly *wise. And, therfor, alt women *[Fo1.316. 
aught to be humble, and to fulfell her husbondes comaundement, au women 

should eat 

and to ete with hym in his presence rather thanne with ani with their 

bosbanda. 

other. 



CHAPTER LXXIII. 
i6 I wolde ye knew an ensaiimple upon flatering. 



T 



Here was a gret lorde of Grece that hight Sisana, that yede ofthemotiicr 
to a bataile m the whiclie he w&s slayne. And so his Greece, who 

was told he 

moder had gret desire to here tydineffes of her sone. And was aiive 

*^ '' "° when he was 

2o there was a flatering woman with her that saide, " Madame, ^^^» 
abasshe you not, for my lorde youre sone hath had the felde 
and takin mani prisoners, and he tariethe for the kepinge of 
hem ancj deliueraunce." And these flatereres plesed the lady 

24 with false wordes to make her gladde, as done these flatereres 
now a dayes among lordes, that tellith not the trouthe to make 
hem to haue gladnesse of not, as dede this woman to this good 
lady that saide that her sone had uictori, and it was alt the 

28 eontr[ari]e : he was slayne. And afterwarde,whanne the ladi wost and ahnost 
yt, she deyed almost for sorugh. Therfor it is eueli to haue sorrow when 

she knew the 

flatererez about a man ; for they dare not saie the trouthe, nor truth. 
geue true and inste counsaile, but bringe thaire lordes and to have 
32 ladies oute of the right waye. So men shulde not leue no 
flatereris ; for they that dothe, is not but to deceiue and to do 
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plesaunce forto haue good, and forto be loued. For ye shulde 
beter know you, yef ye be wise ; but ye augbt to loue hem that 
will telt you youre good, and wilt tell you the troutb. 



• [Fol. 82,. 
col. 1.] 



Sampson 
made a wager 
with some 
pagans, which 
he l0!it 
through his 
wife. 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 

I wolde ye herde an ensaumple of Sampson the 4 

fortis wiff. 

THe said Sampson, he made a wager with diuers Payens, of 
.XXX. gownes of silke, that they shuld* not vndo certaine 
redelles that he declared vnto them. So it happed that his g 
wiff cesed neuer to speke and to crie on hym vnto the tyme that 
she west what it was, and, whanne she knewe it, she discouerid her 
husbonde, and made hym lese the .xxx. gownes. And whan her 
husbonde wist that she had discouered it, he hated her gretly, la 
and putte her away from hym, and went ynto the payens that 
had wonne the wager, and toke of hem and dispoiled them for 
dispite of his wiff. ^ So this is here a good ensaumple to a 
woman that shulde not discouer for no thinge the secret nor the 16 
counsaile of her husbond*, lesse she fall in the yre and hate of 
hym, as dede this Sampsones wiff; for it is treson, whanne a 
man trustithe in her, and she discouered his counsaile, the 
whiehe she is bounde to kepe secrete and priuei. so 

Of a squire I woldo yo wost the tale of the sqnier that had a yong 

wlio told his 

wife he had wiff, in what wiso he said and proued her: "Y wol 

laid two eggw, 

telt you a gret counsaile, but discouer me not for no 
thinge of this that y sale you, for my worshipp« liethe 24 
therin, and therfor, for the loue of God, telt it not. 

THere is befall vnto me suche an aueuture, that y haue 
leide ij eggis." And she sware, and assured her hus- 
bonde, that she wolde neuer speke therof ynto no crea- 28 
toure ; but hereupon she thought longe tyme til t1)at she might 
• [Pol. 82, fynde a wey to *goo vnto her godsib, — **Y wolde tell you a 
thinge of gret priuete, and ye will ensure me to holde it 
her gossip. counFaile." And her godsib behight her to do so. <'So helpe Bi 



No woman 
should dis- 
cover her 
husband's 
secrets. 
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me 80, my dere godsib, there Is befall a meraeilous auentare 
ynto my hasbonde, for he hathe ylaide .i\j. eggis." " A ! seint 
Marie/' said this godsib, *' this is a gret memaile I how may it 
4 be ? it is a straunge thinge I " bat, whanne alt was saide, thei 
departed. And the godsy b that hadde herde the wiffes coonsaile, ib* goMip 
in alt haste she gothe forthe vnto another godsib that she had, taETtootbera, 

uid ipok^ of 

and tolde euery worde the connsaile that such a sqnier hadflvt 



8 leyde .y. eggis. And in this wise it was reported, forst bi the 
wifiP, and after bi the godsibbes in connsaile from one to an 
other, tilt alt the centre spake therof, and that the sqoier At iMt the 

Suln heud 
, It, and 

reproved hit 

12 .y. efi^iris. And thanne he called his wiff ynto hym before her wife before 

*^° " her fkmtty, 

frendes and her kin, and saide ynto her, '* Dame, y tolde you in 
connsaile sache thinge as ye haue disoouered and saide it forthe 
in suche wise as now alt the centre spekithe therof; for there y 
i6 tolde you that y had leide aj. eggis, thanked be God and yoM/* 
good report, ye haue encresed hem ynto the noumbre of .y, eggis ; 
and, though it be the contrarie of alt that ye haue saide, y saytng he had 

feigned the 

feyned suche a thinge and tolde it you in connsaile, and alt was •toiy to prove 

how the 

ao forto preue you how ye wolde kepe myn connsaile as ye be- JJJ^^JjJff 
hight me to do. Wherin y haue founde you of gret defauute, 
and not true ynto me." And hereupon the wiff was so sore a- 
shamed, that she west not what *she might do nor sey, for •[FoL8S&. 

34 there was none excusacion in her folye. And bi this ensaumple 
alt good women aught to be ware and auised that they discouer 
not the connsaile of her husbonde, but euer more, as she is y- 
bounde, to kepe his connsaile and fulfelt his comaundement. 

38 Fayre doughtres, y shal telt you an ensaumple 

[CHAPTER LXXV.] 

Of Miohelty the wife of Danidy that was an holy man, 
and loued Qod aboue alle thinge. 

IT befel atte a gret feste, whiche was made before the arke At a great 
feast before 
tta after the custume of the lues, in the whiche arke was the Ark of 

manna wherewith the children of Israel were Eefecctoned as it 
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reyned doon from beuene unto hem, and there was therein also 
the table of the law and the yerde wherewith Moyses departed 
King David the soe. And for to worship Qod, kinge Daaid putte hym selff 
priest! at the in the temple amonge the preestis, for to harpe and to singe with 4 

hem before the auuter. And his wyff beholdinge hym in snch 
for which his wise amonge the prestis, she dysdeyned thereatte, and had scorne 

wife BGomed 

him, therof, and scomfolly she saide that hym semed beter to be a 

mynstreli thanne a kinge. And as sone as Dauid had ynderstonde 8 
that she hadde spoken in suche wise, he ansuered her, there was 
no kinge nor quene to good to serue Gk>d, nor worthi therto bat 
thorugh his goodnesse, and more a kinge is boonde to obey and 

and di8- seruo Ood thanne another symple creatore. So that it dis- la 

plettwd both 

Ood and her plosod both ynto Qod and ynto her hasbonde of that she had 

husband. 

• [Foi. 32ft, do and saide, in so * moche that from that tyme forthe her 
husbonde escheued her company, and she fel ynto gret disese 
and sikenesse ; For God shewed her gret punissyon for h^ pride 16 
and foly. For euery good woman owithe to move and excite her 
lorde and husbonde unto the seruice of Qod, for alt good and wor- 
shipe that man or woman hathe, it comithe of Qod. And therfor 
ali suche as loue to serue Qod and holi chirche, thei aught to be 20 
preised; and namly a woman ynto her husbonde shulde not 
iape nor scorne hym for no manere of thinge. And yef she had 
cause to speke of ani thinge, she owithe to speke it in priuite and 
in goodly wyse ynto her husbonde, and neither to ansuere nor 94 
to saie no thinge in the presence of the peple ynto his dis- 
plesaunce, for doute of mani gret Inconueniencys : as the wise 
man saithe, ^'the displesaunt seruice or yngoodly ansuere of a 
woman ynto her husbonde is cause and deceperacion of the loue a8 
betwene hem, and causithe the man forto be yrous and cruel in 
Should be wordc and dede." And therfor, faire doughters, bi this en- 
couiteoutto saumple take hede how att irood women owe to be humble. 

their bus- . . 

bands. curteis, and seruisable ynto her husbondes. 3> 
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[CHAPTER LXXVL] 
Another ^ ensaumple of Bersabe the wiff of Vrie, 



ITlHiB Bersabe duelled before tbe paleis of kinge Datiid, and, as BathaiMbft 
-^ she keinbed her hede atte a wyndow, the kinge perceined tiM|»iioeof 

, 1 1 • DftVld, who 

4 her. And she was right faire meraejlously m euery beannte mw her, 
that loDgith to woman, wherwith the kinge was gretly tempted, 

and sent for her and * [so moche he dyde that he laye with her, and, [Quton. 
bycause of the folyssh plesaunce and delyte that he toke with her, and i^ with 

her, and had 

5 he dyde sende his lettres to Joab, whiche was chyuetayne and imt husband 
capitayn of his boost, that he sholde put Vrye in suche place that 

he myght be slayne. Vrye bare hym self the lettres of his dethe, 
for in certayne it was done as the kynge *had'wreton. And* thus * la, m) 
12 kynge Dauyd* made doable synne, for an homycyde he was, and* 

hadde accomplysshed* and* done the synne of lecberye. Wherfpr But God was 
Qod* was displeased", and sente to hym and to his reame many Mdnnt 

manyevilt to 

enyls, wherof the nombre were to longe to reherce. And" all iifan and his 

realm, in 

i6 this meschyef cam by the pryde that Bersabee had of her herte. punishment 
Therfore a woman ought not to be proade of ony beaute that 
she hath [or] shewe her self only to please the world. 



[CHAPTER LXXVn.] 

The dexnannde or askyng that the xnoder of Salamon 
30 made. Gapitnlo Ixxyij. 

He moder of kynge Salamon, whiche was a good lady, dy^p Solomon's 

t ^ mother 

requyre of Salamon her sone that he wold* ffraunte and wanted him 

^ •' ^ ® tooonxentto 

fyannce her to a man whiche was a paynym and" theyr enemye. ^^ °^7t^| 
H Salamon ansuerd" that this enemy shold" neuer hane the wyf of •*• ""^^^ °®*» 

his lord) his &der. She held her thenne for nyce and" ashamed" 

of that she had" be warned" of her demaunde and? requeste. 

Therfor euery woman ought to thynke, or she requyre her lord 
aS of ony thynge, yf her requeste be resonable or not. I wold* ye a duchess of 

Athens had 

knewe the folysshe requeste which the duchesse of Athenes a hastard son, 

* MS. " In other." 

' Here follows » laeaoa in the MS., which ii lupplied from Cazton'i 
tranilation, leaTing out his //, and putUng in nome stops and rapitals. 
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for whom she made to the dake her lordl She had* a baBtard" sone, and* 

desired his 

sister for a therfoF she made her reqneste to her lordj that he myght haue 
to his wyf his owne snster. And* the duk, that sawe her 
symplenes, beganne to lawghe, and* dyssymyled' her reqneste, and* 4 

but tiie duke sajd* that he shold? speke with his Frendes of it. She thenne, 

would not . 

consent; that wold*fayn haue sene this maryage to he couenannced* and* 
graunted", rested? not to speke to her lord of it, tylle at the laste 
wiieiefore he sayd? to her that it shold* not be done ; wherfore she tooke 8 

she was dck 

for grief, Buche a sorowe in her herte that she laye soke therof. The duk 

prayd'her, and* also made her to be prayd* by other, to come &. 

so that her lye with hym, but she wold'not. Wherfore the duke was wrothe, 

lord was "^ -h , i 

wroth, and & be sware and? sayd that neuer she shold* lye in his bedde, and* r^ 

sent her away ^ ^ 

from him. made her to be conueyed* in a castel. Here is thenne a good 
ensample how a woman ought to be ware her self that she 
requyre not her lord of nothyng vnresonable or dishonest, & 
hou ]7at she must obeye hym, & not do lyke as )>® duchesse of 1$ 
Athenes did, wherfor her lord exyled & put her fro hym. 



[CHAPTER LXXVni.] 
The lugement of the kynge Salamon. Capitulo Ixxyiij. 
\a, liy. 6.1 Wylle telle yow an Ensample of a fals woman. Two wymmen 

Two women T , 

lodged in one Were somtyme, whiche bothe were lodged^ in one hows, and* jo 

house, ^ ^ 

and the ehud eche of them had^ a sone, whiche children were bothe seke, and 

of one was <- 

wued. bothe borne vpon one daye. It befell on a nyght that one of 

them was by auenture smouldredl His moder, that sawe hym 

She took the dede, Went anone as a &ls woman, and* toke the other child* 34 

other woman; whiche lyuedj & in hir cradell leyd* her sone whiche was dede, 
and* he that lyued* she leyd* in her cradel. And thenne, whanne 
the other woman cam to see and" take heed to her child*, and* 
sawe hym that was dede, she anon knewe that it was not her a8 

whence came souo: whcTof sourded" a grete content and stryf bytwene these 

a strife be- ft 

tweenthem. two wymmen, in so moche that the cause and^ matere was 
brought tofore Salamon. And after he had herd" their debate 
and stryf, he sayd, '<Lete a swerd be brought hyder, and I 3' 
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shalle parte this child in two, and gyue to eche of them one King soio- 
half." She to whome the child* apperteyned not, answerd* and* the living 
sayd' she was content : and* she that was moder of the child divided 

haA^raAn Aha 

4 sayd', '' Rather than it shold* be done, I haue leaer to quytte women, 

* •' but the true 

yow and* gyue yow my parte, soo that his lyf may he sauedl" ™2JjJ'„^ 
Thenne the kynge iuged" that the child* shold* be gynen to her SJJ^* J|^ 
that wold haue hym to be saned; and soo was the treason of ^p,^'**''^ ^' 

5 the £sils woman approuued and* knowen. 

[CHAPTER LXXIX.] 

How the syxine of the flEider is noyns to his Children, 

Capitulo Ixxix. 

^ Nother ensample was of the wyf of kynge Roboam. She Sng'Shi 

13 had* a child" whiche was seke, wherfor the kyng sente the db^i^to 
quene to a holy prophete, to praye hym that be wold impetre to to Mk about 
God* the helthe of theyr child*. The qaene wente to hym, and* ' 

as she was come tofore the dore of his hows, and* or eaer he 

i6 sawe her, by the grace of the Holy Qhost, he knewe what she h?r, and^Jild 
was, and also what she wold, and sayd* to her with a hyghe voys, dSd^° ^^ 
"Quene, wyf to Roboam, your sone deyd**this nyght of a good* t*«^'fi'«vl 
dethe. But alle thyne other children shalle deye of euylle dethe, ^^^"^ 

2o bycause of the synne of theyr fader, thyn husbond*, whiche is a die benuM 
tyraunt ouer his peple, lecherous, & of euylle conscyence/' The fkth^ gin. 
quene wente ageyne homewardj and fonde her sone cold and* 
dede, and* told* her lord* what he hadde sayd*, but therfor he 

24 amended* hym not. Wherfor perysshed* alle his children. And* 
thus is here a good* ensample to yse and'kepe honeste lyf, and* to 

^ lone and* kepe in ryght his peple, and not greue them as Roboam 

dyd*. For the synne of the fader and* moder is noyous to the For the sin of 

" " paxentsin- 

a8 children, as ye haue herd tofore. '?^*® 

• 'if children. 
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[CHAPTER LXXX.] 

How none ought to repreue otiier of his mesohyef. 

Capitulo 

wtfoof To- T ^^^ ^®^® ^^^ another ensample, how Anna, the wyf of Tbobye, 

^plokefooiuii- spake folysshly to her lord*, whiohe was a good* and" a hooly 4 

husband, . Bian, and buryed" the dede bodyes whiche a paynym made to 

be slayn in the despy te of Qod* and of his lawe, the whiche was 

• [Hmi.m&. callyd Senacherib.] . • . * holy name. It befelt that upon a tyme 

col- 1*] the dunge of swalues felt into the eyen of this good man Tobie, g 

who was wherof that he was longe tyme blynde, and in despite hereof his 

blind for a 

long time ; wiff saide Tnto hym that the God for whom he had beried so mani 
dede men shnlde yelde hym ayen his sight. And the good man 
and for his ansUered her ayen in gret pacience, that alle was in the plesaonce la 
gave him of God; and wherupon it befelt that she thereafter was cretly 

again his ... , o ^ 

Bight. ponisshed with diuerse maladies; and whanne it plesed ynto 

God, he yalde ayen the sight vnto this good man. And fai this 
ensanmple no goode woman shulde not dispise nor speke vn- 16 
kindely unto her husbonde, ne sette the lasse bi hym for ani 
sikenesse that God sendithe; for the honde of God is as wett 
- Tpon hem that be hole as upon hem that be sike, as ye bane 
herd bi Tobie, that was made hole of his sights and his wiff that ao 

Another spake eueil was made sike. Wherof y wolde that ye knewe an 

example of ^ *> 

^Bg^rs other ensanmple of Bagaett, that had ,\ij. hosbondes, whiche 
hadnven ^^ deuelt slow alt, foT as moche as they vsed unkindely werke, 
wiT^^thL whiche as be not for to be reherced. And this good woman 34 
tib^tSi^! undertoke and blamed atte a tymA her godsib, secretely betwene 
b^the^"^* ^6°^ bothe, of an euelt dede that she had do ; but she, that was 
meei^, ferce and proude, reproued her opinly of her yij husbondes^ 
And the good woman ansuered na thinge ayen, but [toke] alt in aS 
pacience, and began to wepe, saieng she might not do therto, _ 
for which and that God dothe alt atte his plesaunce. And whanne God 

Godre> * 

b?3^ her ®*^® ^®*' humilito, he gaue her the yonge Tobye to husbonde, 
S?taid?* *^^ ^®y ^"^ children and * moche worships togedre. And 3a 
cou 2']^* she that had chidde with her before and reproued her, hadde 
moche shame and euelt ende. And the good woman had 



Y 
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worshippe and good in gret habondaunce; and therfor it is 
good ensaumple that none sholde reproche atte otheras blame 
nor barme, for the veniaunce, punisBiones, and the iugementia of 
4 God be memailoTLs. And auche ofte patte gret blame in other, oo^ paaidiM 
whiche as Qod punisshethe after with gret veniaunces. i»imm ottian. 

And yet y woU tetZ you an other ensaumple upon 

the vertu of paoienoe. 

8 "V'T'E haue welt herde as upon that, as tellithe the Bible, Jobfonfirom 
how God wolde, and sufferithe lob, that was an holy 
man, to be tempted, and to fali from gret high worshippa 
and richesse into lowe astate, and thereto pouerte, as he that was as 

13 mighti as riche as a kinge ; Furst, how he lost is .vij. sones and 
iij donghtres ; after, alt his bestailes and richesses, and alt his 
iaire duellinge places ybrent, so that there belefte hym no 
thinge saue only hym selff and his wiff. And in so moche that 

i6 for his gret pouerte he bad no loginge nor duellinge place but to poverty 
upon a. donghilt, wherewith he hadd also gret sikenesse, 
maladie, and lacke of sustenaunce. And but as his wiff, with the Bat when 

his wife urged 

releef of that that pepilt gaue vnto her, she susteyned his lyff in bim to biune 
ao moche tribulacion and anguisshe of pouerte, wherethorugh that would not; 
upon a tyme she waxe Inpaciens and wrathe, by temptacion of 
the fende^, and saide vnto her husbonde, ** Sire, deie here upon 
this donghilt, and blame God of *thid dissese, sen ye mow [*foi.3S6. 
34 haue no beter." And the good man ansuered her in this 

manere paciently, ''As it plesithe tnto God, so mote it be;aiijingOod 

gave all, and 

for God yeuith ali, and God may take all, and euer more i^ht take 
ythanked be God, and blessed be his name/' Nor neuer, for 
a8 sorw nor annoy that God sende hym, he saide neuer other wise, 
but euer thanked God in gret paeience; for there was neuer 
dissese that he suffered that made hym inpacient, but atte alt 
tymes he thanked God. And whanne almighti God had so and God 

* ... rewarded hte 

33 assaied-and proued hym, and his gret humilite and paeience, he patienoe by 
redressed afi, and gaue hym as moche honoure, worship, richesse, ^j^p 
and prosperite, as he had before in alt manere wise. And as 

^ " Of the fende " repeated in the MS. 
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this befeti in the olde testament, right so it befett in the 
Saint Eiuta. nwe testament; as ye shalt finde in the legende of seint 

tius lost 

lands, wife, Eastace, that loste londes, goodes^ wiff, and childe, wel nigh the 

and ciiildf 

^' ®^ Space of adij yere ; and afterwarde God releuithe, and restored 4 
m^^thanh ^^^ ^^^^ ^® ^^^' ^^ children, and alt hys goodes, in more 
had before •, prosperite [and] wordely worshippc thanne euer he had before 
that tyme. And therfor here is a good ensanmple that no crea- 
toure shulde disese other, for no aduersitee that God sendithe, for 8 
there is no man wotithe the fortunes nor anentores cominge, or 
what shali befatt, for that is in the knowinge and snfiEeraonce 
of God. And for ani tribulacion that may befatt, euermore man 
is yboundtf to thanke God, and to resseiue alt in pacience, with la 
faithefutt hope in the mercy and grace of God, as ye may see 
• [Foi.33^. the ensanmple here of Job and seint * Eustace, that suffered 

coL 2.] -^ ^ ^ ' 

mani tribulaciones, pouertees, and aduersitees, and attway thei 
west wett in thare thought and beleue that it was in the might i6 
of God to releue and forto store hem Tnto the double, whanne 
an example it liked hym of his grace. Lo, thus may ye see and know the 

of tne reward 

^uen^^nS ^^^ mcrite and rewarde that longithe Ynto these vertues, 
humility. pacicncc, humilitc, and good hope, and euermore atte att tymes ao 
lob thanking and seruing G^. 

[CHAPTER LXXXL] 
[Of King Herod and Herodias.] 

Herodjas was A Nother ensaumplc y wilt tell you of an euelt woman, Hero- 
wh^"her f\ ^J^i whiche king Herode helde and withdrow from his 24 
uw^Etarod "^ brother, her husbondc, that was a symple man. Butkinge 

took from hef -rr 3 i* •j. 3 * i.x i* • 1 ji • 

husband { Herodo was diuerse, coueitous, and ngnt malicious; and this was 
he that made slee the Innocens, weninge forto haue slaine the 
almighti kinge Iheait^, For whan the sterre made demonstraunoe aS 
of his birthe, wherof Herode hadde gret feere that such lynige 
shulde take awey from hym his Eeaume ; and therfor he made 
slee alt the yong children Innocens. And also he was faloe and 
traytour vnto his owne brother, in withholdynge and kepnge 3> 
hys wyff from hym, ayenst God and the lawe. Whanne seint 

» MS. '• Illc.- 
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lohan the baptist reproued of that foule synne, and^ the falce uid whra 
woman Herodyas, for hate and despite that she had vnto seint i>iMn«d them, 

" *^ ahc had him 

lohon, because he blamed her and preched ayenst her synne, v»^ ^ '**^* 
4 she parchaced his dethe of Herodes. This was a diuerse and a 
ialse woman, and so [s]he hadde an euelt ende, and her fals lorde 
Herode also, for he deide of gret veniaunce, that smale ^wormes •[Fol 84, 
slow hym as he slow smale children, yong Innocens. And right Ana Herod 
8 so it plesed vnto God that he shulde deye yengeably, bi the leste le^t iwing 
quicke thing that might be, as bi smale wormes in his hondes, «nsu' worms 

in hit body. 

in alt his membres and body, that ete hym, and made hym 
forto deye. Lo, thus y haue spoke unto yon of dinerse women 

12 that were not good, as it is continued in the Bible, and forto be 
ensaumple vnto yon and other, that ye may be ware do none 
eaell; and so y shal now enti'ete and tell you of a good 
woman, the whiche holy scripture preisithe gretly. And therfor 

i6 it is good to remembre and to recorde the condiciones of the 

good, in ensaumple to other bi thaire Tertu ; for the good dedes cto<x> ^Md* 

ftre M ft 

in vsaunce of hem that were good is a faire mirrour and gret "^'^"^ 
ensaumples vnto women that be now, and also for hem that JJ^jSw. 
20 shuli be hereafter : whereof the forst 

[CHAPTER LXXXn.] 

Ensaumple is of Sarra, whom the soriptore hathe 

in gret Beoommendaeion. 



S 



Arra was wi£f vnto Abraham, and she was bothe ffood and sanh was 

I , ' ^ the wife of 

34 '^-^ wise, and God kepte her from mani periles ; for whanne Abraham, 
king Pharao toke her bi strengthe, Qod sende hym mani 
Borues, sikenesses, and mischeues, vnto the tyme that he had de* 
liuered and Bestored her ayen vnto her husbonde. And so Ood whom God 

kept for her 

28 kepte and saued her, thorugh his goodnesse and her holy praiers, soodneas, 
as he hathe kepte and saued mani holy men and women from 
water, from dethe of suerd", and from many other turmentys, as 
it is conteyned in the legende of the *lyff of seintes. This Sarra •[Foi. 34, 

33 suffered mani shames and mani sorues, and she was an hundred and when 

yere baraine of childe beringe; but for the ferme faithe and the hanM^°^ 

» Omii " and." 
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years old, He trouthe that she had alwey vnto her husbonde, and for her gret 

ffftvo hef ft 

chiku humilite, God gaue her grace to conceiue a faire childe, whiche 

was after an holy man, and that was Yaaac^ of whom that come 
the .xij. Images whiche God gaue vnto hym for the boante of 4 
his true moder. 

[CHAPTER LXXXni.] 
Of Bebeooa the wife of Isaac] 

Rebecca was 4 Mother engaumple y shal tetl you, of Eebecca, which was a 

a woman of *" 



8^t fi^ A% woman of gret goodnesse and passingly foirenesse, and 8 

full of alt vertuous condicion. And this Eebecca praisithe 
gretly holy scripture, as to be faithefuti and humble ; and she 
was wiff ynto Ysaac, moder vnto lacob, as the scripture witnesa- 
ith, and how she loued and honoured her husbonde aboue ali la 
thingges. And she kepte her selff euer more eurteys, and so 
humble and so plesaunt of ansuere vnto her husbonde, that as 
the dethe she dede to do hym plesaunce, or to make hym 
wrothe, so that, bi gret humilite that was in her, she semed beter i6 
to haue be the seruaunt or the chaumbrere of the hous thanne 
for to haue be the ladie or maistresse. And she was longe tyme 
and God, to barein, but God, that louithe truthe and holy mariage> and for 
gave her two the grct humilite of her, he sent her .ij. children, whiche were ao 

children. 

yborn atte one tyme, and that one was Esaw and that other 

lacob ; whiche lacob hadde .xij. sones that were the princes of 

• [Foi. 846. .xij. lynages, wherof the * pistelt upon the feest of Alhalwynne 

col. 1. 

She loved makithe mencion. And this Eebecca loued best her sone lacob, 34 
^'^^."'.'d and 8be made hym bi her gret wysdom to hane the blesdnge of 

made him to . . . 

obtain the his fader, bicause he coude best cheuisshe hym selff, and was of 

blessbigof ' , . 

his&ther; good puruiaunce, and in that she was like vnto the condicion of 

a lyonesse, that louithe the faon beste of her bringinge forthe» aS 
that canne leue by praye, and puruey for hym selfiP. For lacob 
was of gret prudence, and Esaw loued huntyng for the venison, 

dren of the and to pley and to chace for the wylde beestis in the forest. So 

aame parent! 

areofien that the childe of one fader and of one moder be not of one 3^ 

different in 

mind. condicion, but they loue and desire eche contrarie unto other. 



THE BEST or EVERYTHING SHOULD BE OFFE&ED TO GOD. 107 

IShi^ tet! you an ensaample of a good man and of a good Asoodnum 
woman, that were longe tyme togedre, and thei might haue no Ud no cfau. 

dmit but 

children: and atte the laste Ood sent hem a childe of sret when in old 

• . age God 

4 fairenesse. And before that thei hadde ani childe, they hadde««ntthem* 

" ion, they 

promessed vnto God that thei wolde yeue her furst childe vnto Jjjjj[> *>^ 
the seruice of Qod and vnto holy chirche. And after that, thei ^"^ : 
had another childe, that was not so faire, and thanne thei they had an. 

other fon 

5 chaunged her purpose, and wolde putte the childe that was not notaoiur, 

. . . theygavehim 

BO faire vnto the seruice of the chirche, and thei wolde with- to Ood in- 

Btead, 

holde the fiiirest to be thaire heyre. Whereof Qod was displesed, q^J^^^^ 
«nd toke awey from hem bothe her children ; nor neuer after- J^i^JJj 

xa warde they hadde no mo children, wherof they had* gret soru ^^' 
and displesaunoe, but God ^lete hem wete bi the prophete the *rFoi.S43. 
cause and occasion therof. So that bi this it is good ensaumple 
how in what wise no creatoure shulde make no promesse ynto 

x6 God, but suche as they wolde truli holde, for God may not be 
scorned nor deceiued, as he that wolde haue geue hym the 
foulest, and haue kepte the fairest for hym selfiP. For there shal 
neuer come no welthe vnto hem that do in such wise, as to 

to ayowe her children vnto God and holy chirche fbr to be religious, 

and after to withdrawe hem therfrom. Wherof y haue sayne these Thb is an e&. 
ensaumples bi mani that haue be withdrawe oute of abbeyes, for what is often 

seen now 

thaire londes and gret reuenus that haue befalt vnto hem after when ma!ky 

° , , withdraw 

34 the decese and dethe of thaire kynne and frandes ; and alt it f^™ ^^beys 

*> ' when they 

causithe couetise, that hathe made hem for to leue thaire reli- become rich, 
giousete. They haue hadde afterwarde therfor euett ende and 
shamfutt, as men or women that haue lyued in vnclene lyff ayenst 
aS the promesse and behest the whiche they had made vnto almighti 
Qod, bi the aduise of her frendes and thaire wilful consentinge. 



[CHAPTER LXXXIV.] 
[Of Leah the wife of Jacob.] 

Iwott telt you the ensaumple of Alia the wiff of lacob. The The BiUe 
Bible praysithe her moche, and saithe that she loued her hus- for her humi- 
s _ . . bonde souerainly , and was of grete humblesse unto hym, with huehand. 
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att the Eeuerence that she coude, euermore atte alt tjmes. And 

whanne she hadde childed, she thanked God with gret lowlynesse 

And God and deuocion. And therfor God gaue her the -xij princes, of the 

twelve song; which there come xij lignes, the whiche were good and worthi 4 

*lFou 35, men, and loued and? *dredde God aboue att thinces. And thaire 

fader and moder praied for them euery day whiles thei were yenge, 

that God wolde pumey for them thorugh his high grace in 

sache wise as they might euermore continue in her true semice ; 8 

and therfor thei were holy folke, and they were worshipped before 

a good ex- a)t other. So here is a good ensaumple that eueriche fader and 

ample that ^ ^ ... 

all parents moder Is beholdc to praie for her children in the wise as the 

should pray ^ 

SSidren ®*^^ lacob an[d] Alia prai«d vnto God. For y lete you wete that la 
neuer, for defauute nor Eiotte that her children trespased not 
unto them, they cursed hem not atte no tyme, but blamed hem 
with correcciou as belongithe vnto fader and moder to do vnto 
thaire childe ; for an hundred tyme were it beter to bete the i^ 
childe thanne for to curse hym at ani tyme, for of cursinge 
befallith mani diuerse perilles, wherof y shatt tett you an 

and not curse cnsaumple of a woman that was frowarde and angri of lyght to 

them, as a 

man and displesauuce, and she had an husbonde of the same condicion. so 

woman once 

did their son, And SO they had a sone that hadde do a defauute ayenst hem 
bothe, wherfor that thei cursed hym, and the childe that was 
yonge and of lite!t cunnynge wratthed atte hem cursyng, and 
ansuered his fader and moder Inpaciently and folyly, wherof H 
the fader and moder were bothe yrous so fetl and displesed^ 
bothe atte ones thai betoke hym and gaue hym vnto the deueS 

when the of hett, and ali sodeuly the fuule anemy cesed the childe by 

devil seized 

the child by the armes and lefte hym up from the erthe. And ouer ati where aS 
*[Foi. 35, &s the deueti had touched the childe, the fere * fastened upon 
an^ burnt ^J™ ^ suche wiso that the childe loste his membres, and was 
euermore afterwarde disfigured. And therfor it is gret peril} 
for fader and moder to curse her children, ne forto destenie hem 32 
vnto any wicked thinge, or forto yeue hem vnto the foule fende, 
that is Enemye and aduersarie to afi mankynde. And therfor 
take here a good ensaumplej and bethenke, in what wise ye be, 
ye owe to praie for youre childe unto God, as lacob and Alia 3^ 



him. 
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praied that Qod wolde yeue his children lynee and generacion 
and multiplicacion and enhaunsinge vnto his glorie and worshipe; 
and do not as the man and woman foljly for thaire wrathe to 
4 curse thaire sone, & to yene hym vnto the deuelt of he))', 
wherof the childe was euer after in peritt att hys lyff* 



INo 

A 



[CHAPTER LXXXV.] 

Of Baohel the second wife of Jacob.] 

iNother ensaumple y shalt tett you of Bacel, the second* wiff Rachel was 
8 /-% of lacob, that was moder vnto loseph, that solde his breth- JoMph, 
erin in Egipte. Of her spekithe the holy scripture, how 
truly that she loued her husbonde, and of the gret obeysaunce that 
she was vnto hym. So she was moder ynto the said loseph, of and sh* died 
I a whom she deyed in gesyne. And hit is saide that it was be- bearing' 

iMeauae the 

cause of the pride and ioye that she hadde of her childe, and thaniced not 
thanked not God deuoutly of her childinge, as Alya the fiirst 
wiff hadde ydo. And therfor here is a good ensaumple vnto 

i6 women in what wise thei owe to worship, to thanke, and to 
praise God of his yefte of grace that sendithe hem good auen- 
ture of her childinge and in her guyses. * As a noble lady that [*Folss^. 
was quene of Hungn, that atte the tyme whanne she shulde a queen of 

20 trauaile of childe, she sent vnto the collaires vnto the holy peple wiien she had 

. children, had 

to praie for her and her childe, and aft^r the childes birthe the holy people 

. . . . . . . . ** P™y *®' 

childe thanking and preisinge vnto almighti Qod of his priuilege ^^F^"^ ^® 

that had youen ^ grace, helthe, and prosperlte, unto her and her 

24 childe. And, atte the day of her Keuett and purificacion, that 

she shulde be cherisshed, she lete it be do simply withoute gret 

noye, but sent for pore pepifi, and gaue hem gode to worship 

Qod and to praie for her childe. And this good ladi offered 

28 her owne childe atte the auuter before God, besechinge hym with 

gret humilite and deuocion that wolde multeplie her childe in 

his grace and loue of the pepili ; and in this wise, thorugh the 

ffood* praiers of the moder, al her children were enhaunced vnto And they aii 

^ ^ ' came to great 

32 gret worshipp« and grace before God and the worlde ; and nobuity. 
thus, bi uertu and humilite of this noble lady, alt her children 

1 MS. "youre." 
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come vnto gret noblesse. Wherby ye may see bow Qod is pleeed 

witb denoute praiers and of bumble creatonres, for, of troutbe, 

Tiie Son of tbe sone of tbe fader of beuene descended from aboue into tbe 

God came ^ , , , , 

the Ybgiii glorious uirguie Marie as moche for her bumilite as for tbe 4 

cbastite ; for, alt-be-it that she was pure, obaste, and clene, witb- 
as a reward outo ani sYnnc, SO was sbc the most meke and humble of idt 

for her meek- " 

neas and crcatoures, as it shewithe whan she conceyued oure Saueonre 

chastity. ' •' 

Hiegus^ by tbe annunciacion angelyk, where as she said her selff 8 
* [Foi. SS3. ** Teche, lo, me, the * humble chaumbrere of Qod I his witt and 

col. 2.] 9 3 7 

plesaunce be fulfelled in me." 

[CHAPTER LXXXVI.] 
[Of the queen of CypmB.] 
In their old ANd also ye shuli understonde. bi another ensaumple whiche la 

age the king im *f ' r 



•A 



Cypnunhad^a r% ^ ^^*^ ^®^ ^^^ ^^ *^® quene of Cipro, she might haue no 
•on; .X..A. childe, and she was of gret age; how be, atte the laste, 

thorugb good praiers of her and of her busbonde, God sende hem a 
&ire sone, wherof there was made gret ioye thorugh aH the reaume. i6 
And of the gret ioye that thei had, they made crie festis and iustis. 
And thei sent for alt the gret lordes and ladies that might come 
to the feste, where there was gret nobeltee and plente of Bichesses, 
so that all was fulfelled with ioye and melodic of mynstrelt. And ao 
and they the fcst WES fttlfellcd and acomplet in eueri wise, as loncred vnto 

made a great , ^ ° 

feast^at the hvenesse of the birthe of the kingges childe. But how it befett 

which the '' ^'^ 

smotheiS . *^*^ ^^^ *^® excessiuc vayne glorie of the birthe that was made of 

the childe, & not thankinge Qod duly, deuoutly, and humbly, as 24 
the king and the quene shulde haue do in yelding prasing vnto 
almighti God, it happed that, whanne thei were atte dyner in her 
most ioye, the childe deyde, bicause it was saide the childe was 
ouercharged with couerture. And whanne this was opened, know, a8 
and tolde thorugh the kingges court, al they that were before 
in gret ioye and gladnesse, al sodenly it was turned into sorw 

an uampie and heuyncsse, and so thei departed. And, therfor, here is an 

ofthefoUy J ^ r > > 

of such Tain eusaumple how there aught not to be no suche fayne glories 3a 

ooi. 1.] atte festis for the birthe of *the childe, but prasinge and 

UuSing, tbankyng vnto God, praieng hym deuoutly to perfourme his 

» MS. " ihc." 



HOW U08ES WAS SAVED BY PHARAOH's DAUGHTER. Ill 

ereatoure by his grace vnto good lyff and good ende; for Ood 
yemthe and sendithe where hym plesithe, bi praiere and good 
leyinge, and he withdrawiihe his grace, and shortithe the lyff of 
4 men and women and childe, bycause of synne. 



I 



[CHAPTER LXXXm] 
[Of the daughter of Pharaoh.] 

Shalt teli you an ensaample upon a ffood dede of charitee moms wm 
of a kingges doughter, that norisshed Moyses, bo as y shalt kept by the 

prinoew of 

8 "*" saie you after the lues, that were the pepill of God, thei were ^or* • 
in seruage as prisoners in Egipte, where Pharo was kinge. And 
bycause that he sawe the pepill: of lues multeply gretly^ the 
said king Fharoo had gret dieplesaunce therof, and comaunded 
I a to slee alt the children excepte one. And whan the moder of forhii 

mother put 

Mqyses saw that her childe must be deliuered ynto the dethe, iiiminaveasei 

• . on a river, 

she putte her childe in a yessel within a Eyuer, and lete hym 
dryue foorthe with the streme, and went bi auenture where it 

i6plesed vnto God, as she that had gret pitee and sorw, and 
hadde leuer to putte her childe in the haude of God thanne to 
see hym be slayne before her. And so it plesed vnto God, the 
vessett aryued before the chaumbre of the doughter of king 

aoPharoo, within a lytelt yle, where as the kyngges doughter 
and other ladies were in her disport and playeng, and sawe the 
vessett aryue fast bi hem ; and the kingges doughter with her where the 
women, thei went into^ the yesselt, where thei fonde a yonge found him; 

14 childe of gret fairenesse. Wherof the kingges * doughter had •[Foi.ss, 

col 2>1 

bothe pitee and ioye, and bare the childe with her, and made 
hym to be norisshed in her garderobe, and called hym in bourde 
her sone ; of the whiche childe there come moche welthe after- 
aS wardes. For God ches and ordeyned hym to be maister and and after- 

_ , , , wards God 

ffOuemour of his peple, and shewid hym mani of his secres, and ordained him 

" JT IT ' rf 7 to be leader 

toke hym the yeerde wherewith he departed the see, and wherewith 0' his people. 
also he made the water to come oute of the stone. And also he 
3a toke hym the tables of the lawe, and shewed hym mani mo secrete 
thingges, for the loue that God had unto hym. But for the nori- 

* The French has " dedens." 
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HOW A CHILD WAS KEPT FROM DROWXUfGk 



God fur- 
getteth not 
to reward 
charity to 
orplians. 

Theehfldof 
agood wo- 
man fell into 
a deep pit in 
the river. 



where Saint 
ESixabeth 
kept him 
alive for 
eight dayt, 

[•Pol. 966. 
col. 1.] 



until hiB 
mother found 
him; 



another ex- 
ample that 
charity is 
always re- 
warded. 



ture and sendee that this lady had ydo vnto Moyses, she was right 
weit rewarded, for Ood forgetithe not the sendee that is do bj 
waje of eharitee and in reuerenee vnto hym, as for to norisshe 
orphelyns and for to endoetrine hem in yerta and seienee. 4 

THer was a goodly lady that hadde but a yonge ehilde ynto 
her sone, that wente forto bathe hym, and happed to plonge 
and to fait in a depe pitte withinne the Byuer, where as 
he was .yiij. dayes. And the moder that had loste the ehilde 8 
was charitable, and, in the reuerenee of God and of seint 
Elizabeth, had norisshed before mani pore ehildren that were 
faderles and moderles. So it befell that the .viij. nig^t the 
moder dremed that her soue was in a depe pitte fuH of water, 12 
and how seint Elizabeth kepte hym, and spekiuge vnto her in 
this wise, " That forasmoche as ye haue be pitous, and norisshed 
pore orphelyns, Ood wilt not *that youre ehilde deye nor 
perisshe ; wherfor drawe hym oute of the pitte where as he is." 16 
And hereupon the moder arose ; and as she had dremed, she 
went, and had her ehilde hole and quicke oute of the depe pitte 
withinne the Reuer ; and the ehilde saide unto his moder, " A 
faire lady hath kepte me from dethe, bieause that ye haue be ao 
pitous unto pore ehildren, and norisshed the orphelyns for the 
loue of God and of that ladi that wolde not suffre me to deye, 
but she hathe saued me." Lo, herein is a faire ensaumple how 
it is profitable to norisshe, with good wilt, pore orphelyns and H 
yonge children, and to putte hem to lerning of a science ; for it 
is a charitable dede that plesithe moche God. And also by this 
how it is sheued us in ensaumple bi the hynde, that, whanne the 
moder of other bestis be slaine, yet wolt she gladly, of her ^^ 
gentilt nature, norisshe the yonge ther as she eomithe, and 
kindithe hem tilt they may susteine hem selff. 



Tn Jericho 
there was a 
woman called 
Rahab. 



k 



[CHAPTER LXXXVni.] 
[Of Bahab of Jerioho.] 



Nother ensaumple y shatt tett you upon this same nature, 32 
how it befett in the towne of lerioo, there was a woman 
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that was called Baab, and she was blamed amonge the pepil!, 
but she was charitable. So it befelt that certaine holy men were Some 

piwehon 

come into the towne forto teche and preche the pepilt, and they wtn crutVy 
4 fonde the said pepilt peruerse, full of malice and cruelnesse, in |^^b hid 
80 moche that they were chased oner alt, that of necessite they 
went and hidde hem withinne the hous of Raab, under gret 
trusees of flexe and hempe, so * that they of the towne coude * [FoL se^. 
8 not fynde hem, for no serche that thei made. And afterwarde, 
in the derke night, she aualed hem by a corde from aboue of the and lowered 

them from 

touna walles, in suche wise as they were ascaped and were saued, the town 

" * walli by a 

SO that Qod quiteth her, and rewarded her gretly, for that^"^ 
1 2 cause ; for the toune was afterwarde take by thayre enemys, 
bothe men and women, and pershed, sauf Araab and her meny, 
whom God kepte and saued, for by cause that she had saued and For thb aet 

. , , Godpie«erved 

deliuered his seruauntis from thaire enemys. And therfor, as her and her 

fiunilyfrom 

i6 God saithe in the Gospelt, that the good and the sendee whiche danger. 

is do ynto his ministrees, in his name and for his loue, that he 

wolde yelde it ayenne an hundred double vnto hem that haue it ; 

wherefor suche good dedes, it is noble thinge to be do, and to vse, 
2o whanne they shall be yolde ayenne an hundred folde more. 

r I iHerof y wol that ye wote the ensaumple of seint Anastace, ooddeiiveied 
that was putte in preson, but God made her to be dely- fn^m v^n. 
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uered, and lete her wete that it was for because that she hadbeenmer. 

ciful to other 

24 susteined and releued pore prisoners with her owne good ; for priaoneni. 
assone as she wost where there was any pore prisonere that was 
yprisoned for ani necessite of wronge, of enmyte, or be any 
deseite, she wolde goo releue hem, and yeue hem of her goodes, 

aS and helpe hem vnto her deliueraunce ; and for that cause God 
guerdoned and quitte her therfor an hundred double. And also 
the good lorde Ihe^u Crist saithe in the Gospel, that, atte the chrbt 

promises 

day of lugement, he wolle * haue mercy upon hem that yisite and •[poi. 37, 
3a haue pitee upon poure prisoners, sike folke, and poure women ^' ^^,4,^^ 
that lye in lesyne; for, atte the dredfutt day, he wolt axe™'«»'"^- 
acomptes, where as there shall none sterte to yelde ansuere, 
wherof y doute that mani shalt be reprised and vndertake, in 
36 defauute of good ansuere. And therfor, faire doughtres, thinke 

8 
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Queen therupon, and take eusaumple of seint Aragon that was quene 
France visited of Fraunce, that uisited the poiire prisoners, and norisshed 
poor prison. oiT)heliens, and releued the sike folkes. And whanne she might 

erg, orphans^ . , . 

and sick not entende hereto, for doute of disobeisaunce ynto the kinge 4 

people, ^ " 

her lorde, priuely she forsoke her lorde, and refused att worldely 
ioye^ and come into Peytiers, into an ahhey of ladyes, and putte 
her selff in habite amonges hem to seme Qod atte her leyser 
and God and plesaance. And sen hedirto God hathe sheued gret 8 

shewed 

miracles to miracles for her : and how there was a tree in the middes of 

her; ' 

her cloystre, that gaue vmbre and shadow of longe tyme, and 
was woxe olde and drye; but God, atte the piaier of this holy 
lady, renued the tree in suche wyse as it hadde a nwe barke la 
ati fresshe and grene, and nwe braunches full of grene leues, 
semyng vnto alt creatoures that it was a thing ayenst the 
course of nature, but only by the might of God, to whom no 
thing is inpossible. And so he hathe wrought for this good 16 
an example to lady mani other greet miracles. And therfor, here is vnto you 

others to use 

charity as crood ensaumple to be charitable, and to use the werkes of 

these ladies . 

did. charite, as ye haue herde before of two ladyes and of the good 

Eaab, how in what wise almighti God rewarded hem in the ao 

[Pol. 87, ende for * thaire good seruice. 

»i. 2.] ^ 
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CHAPTEK LXXXIX. 
[Of Temperanoe in eating and drinking.] 

Theparentsof "■" wol tell vou another ensaumple, of the fader and moder 

Samson were ■ 

bStliadSr* I ^^ Sampson the fort, whiche were holy folkes, and trew in 24. 

child; -M- Yxer manage, but they might haue no childe, how it be 

that they made mani cryengges upon God, with praiers of high 
deuocion. And it feit on a day that the good woman went 
vnto the chirche, atte that tyme called the temple ; and so as 28 

but Ood told she made her praiers wepinge, and fult of lamentacion, God 

themotherby * r o i > ^ 

sh *rfiwlid** ^^ ^^® goodnesse hadde pite on her, and lete her wete hi an 
have a son. aungel that she shuldd haue a childe, the whiche shulde be 

the strengest man that euer was, and he shulde enhaunce 3a 
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the lawes of Gcd bi his streiigtlie. And whanne this good 

woman had yuderstonde by the aungelt in what wise she And iii« told 

hw husband, 

Ehnlde haue a childe, she went forthe in haste to her hosbonde, 
and tolde hym how God of his goodnesse hathe parueyed for 
her, and that she shulde here a sone, wherupon her husbonde 
putte hym in prayer, beseching vnto God that it plesed hym 
to shewe hym by his aunge!t as he hadde sheweda vnto his 
8 wifP. And thanne God sent vnto hem bothe his auntre], spekinff to whom aira 

GodMiitby 

vnto hem in this wise, "Qod comaundithe you bothe to sufifre ?!• »P8«L ,, 

' *' that he should 

and to do abstinence, and that ye kepe and gouerne yo^^e ^jjf jlXmt 
childe from excesse of drinkinge, and from delicasies of diuerse ?«»"**• 

1 a metes ; " for the aungelt saide vnto hem, '^ excesse and gromandise 
in etyng and drinkinge werithe ayenst the body and the soule." 
And whanne the aungett had said in this wise, he departed 
from hem, and they fulfelled the * comaundement of God bi • [Foi. s7&. 

1 6 the aungett, and fasted, and dede gret abstinence, & afterwarde 

thei hadde this childe, that mightly maintened Goddes lawe And the son 

• became a 

ayenst the payent[sj, and made mam gret occysiones and dedly strong man, 
batailes upon hem, as God gaue hym strengthe and halpe hym ^*h tt»f 

20 therto, for with his owne hondes he discomfited .iij. M^ persones. 
And therfor, bi this, here is a good ensaumple to do abstinence, 
and for to faste ; for who so wilt deuoutly require and beseche 
God, it mot be by ofte confession, with gret repentaunce of 

24 misleuyng, and bi fastinge and abstinences, by the whiche we 
may wynne of almighti God alt that we praie for. And as 
the aungelt saide vnto the fader & moder of Sampson the 
fort, that thei shulde kepe thaire childe from ouer moche 

a8 etyhge, but atte the houres resonable, and that more ouer in 

special ouer moche drinkinge; wherfor that whanne the an example 

of the good 

holy aungel, that knowiihe so moche bi the vertu of Gk)d, of avoiding 

^ the two vices 

and defended these ij vices, thanne it is gode ensaumple of over-eating 

., und drinking. 

32 to alt men and women how thei shulde eschew and be ware 
of these and of att other vices. For by this ij vices we 
entre into the .vij. dedely synnes, as ye shal fiude it more 
pleinly in the boke of youre bretheren, where it spekithe 

36 how ther was an hermite that felt into that synne of glotenie, 

8—2 



116 THB EVILS OF I|RUNKENNESS. 

Ginttonyfa by the whiche afterwarde3 lie felt into ati the .vij. Aedlj 

•^ginning o' Bjiiue^, for he chesithe the synne of glotonie, wenynge that 

it had be the leste of ait the synnes, wherof y shal teH 

you how Salamou saithe in a boke that he makithe of an 4 

ensaomple. 

r^o*j376 I j^TIrst, that wyne troubelifi, makithe rede eyen, and feble 
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Wine r^ to the sight, and impetrithe the Eres herkeninge, and 

■«»■«» «po»to "^ Btoppithe the nostrelles ; and it makithe the uisage falce 8 

fleumed rede, and full of white whelkes, and makith the 
and makes hondes to tremble and to quake, and waschith the good blode, 

tliehands ^ » o ^ » 

tremble. and febelitho the synnues and the vaynes; it chaungithe the 

body, and it hastith the dethe, and troubelithe the witte and la 
memorie, wherupon, as saithe Salamon, that there may be 
no good woman nor trewe of her body and she be drunken, 
for, of alt the [un]goodly condiciones that may be in a woman, 
dronkynnesse is the worste; for whan she is drunke, she is i6 

Wherefore, disposed to att manere vnclennesse and vices. Wherfor, &ire 

beware of 

the Bin of doughtres, be ware of that foule synne and vice of dronkinnesse, 
and of other delicious of oner moche etinge; for onis vpon 
the day to ete and drinke, it is angelik; and .ij. tymes 4t is so 
the lyff of man and woman; and for to ete ofte lymes after 
the flesshely appetite, it is the holy lyff ^ of a beste. And att 

forasyottCBe comithe but of vsauuco and custume; for right as ye costume 

yourtdf in 

youth so you youre selff iu youro youthe in etinge and drinkinge, and in J4 
do in age., att youro Other disposicion, right so ye shatt desire euer 
more for to continue in youre age. And therfor it behouithe 
and it is right necessarie, faire doughters, that ye putte remedie 
euermore contrarie to the flesahely appetite, that vertu and a8 
worship goueme you euer more; as ye may see bi this 
• [F01.88, ensaumple of the good aungel that taught and enfor^med 

col* l«j 

the fader and moier of Sampson the fort.* But this aungel 
Another spako uot in like wise as the aungett that warned Zacharie, 32 

angel told *^ , . ® ^ * 

zadiariah how that his wiff shuldo here a childe and shulde be called 

thatheshou.d 

have a ion, lohn, the whiche shulde neue[r] drinke wyne nor ale. But this 

* ^for holy (wholly) the lyff. Fr. ** vie de beBte," p. 176, ed. 1854. 
» Fr. "Sampron fortin." 
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childe Sampson was ordeined and enstabelisshed by the might 
of God, and bi the swerde, to kepe the faithe ayenst the payens 
and Ennemys of God. And seint Io£n was committed* and who wm to 

pnadi the 

4 ordeined bi God to preche the faithe, and forto be mirroor 'uth and ufe 
and ensaomple of chastite, of fastinge, and abstinence, and 
forto were the hayre, in shewing vnto us oure saluacion and 
lyff euerlastinge; how be it that y passe oner in this matere, 

8 and y shal teH you an other ensaumple. 



CHAPTER XC. 

[How children ought to be sent to school.] 
Shall telt you an other ensaumple of a good woman and Deborah, 

when a girl, 

a lady, that hadde a doughter ynamed Delbora, which ^^ent to 
I a "*" doughter she putte vnto scole; and by vertu and grace of 
the holy goste, this maide Delbora, so fuU of pacience and of 
sapience, she loued holi scripture, & she was of holy lyfP, and 
knewe the secretis of God, and spake of thinges that were ^nd became a 

. propheteei, 

i6 to come, in so moche that, for so gret wisdom that was in her, 
as the pepilt was counsailed bi her, & in especial! of thingges 
that were to comen touchinge vnto the Reaume. And she had 
an husbonde that was dispiteous and crueU, but she, [by] her and by her 

wit pleased 

ao gret witte and good gouemaunce, she coude byhaue her selffhercraei 

husband; 

SO weH vnto hym that euer more she plesed hym, and brought 

hym oute of hys frensye, and made hym paisible *vnto her •rPoLSR, 

and vnto att other peple. And bi this good ensaumple that ^n example 

^4 yong women, maydenes, shulde be putte vnto scole to lerne wom«^shouid 
vertuous thinges of the scripture, wherethoi*ugh thei mayediooi. 
the beter see and knowe thaire sauuement, and to duel! and 
for to eschewe al that is euel in manere, as dede the good 

a8 lady Delbora. And in the same wise seint Katerine, that, by Aim saiut 

" ' ' ^ Katherine 

her witte and clergy, with the grace of the holy gost, she overcame the 
surmounted and ouercome the grettest philosophers in Grece, "opben, 
and by her dergie and sted&st faithe she wanne the victory 
33 of martirdom. And her body was borne xij lumeys longe m ci^ried^ 
upon the mount Synay bi the aungeles of heuen, where as martyrdom. 
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AiwAcfaiid her blessed bodi yeldithe oyle ynto this daye. And yet y 

of niiM jfcm^ 

vim had been glial} teS you an ensaomple of a childe of ix yere, the 

four jean at 

mfMrJaSi ^^c^^ ^^ ^ ^j 7^^ &^ ^^^ scole; and bi the grace of 



Grod he disputed the faithe ayenst the payens, and oaercome 4 
hem all in erroor ; so that there was sum of the payens that, 
whanne they aspied hym, thei tok^^^wm and manaced bym 
to stone hym ynto deth, or ellys forto po hym to deye by 
sum other cruel turment; but, for no thinge that they coude 8 
do, they might not make the childe forsake his faithe; and 
atte the laste they axed the childe where was his God that 
he leuid Inne. And he ansuered hem, '' My God is in heuene, 
and euermore stedfastly withinne my soule, and within myn 12 
who after- herte;" and hereupon the payens slough the childe, and 
*»™» for dispite drowe oute his herte, forto see yef hys God were 

•[Foi.386. therin. And whanne *they had opened his hert, they sawe 
wiienawbite that there flawe oute of it a white done. And bi that i5 
of bis heart, miracle, mani of hem were conuerted vnto the faith, and 
beleued in God. And therfor this is a good ensaumple to 
putte yonge children vnto the scole, and to make hem bokys 
of wisdom and of science, and bokes of vertu and profitable ao 
ensaumples, whereby they may see the sauement of the soule 
and of the body by the ensaumples of good leuinge of the 
holy faderes before us, and not forto studio in the bokis that 
It is better to speke of louo fables, and of other wordely vanitees. For it is 34 

read examples 

of holy living beter and more noble thinge to here speke of good ensaumples, 

than feigned 

stories and and of Yortuous Icuiuge of seintes, whiche profitethe to oure 
sowles and body, thanne forto studie or to rede of fayned 
etories and fables, suche as may not cause encrese of science, 28 
and is inprofitable vnto the soule. How be it there be suche 
men that haue opynion that thei wolde not "pat her wyues 
nor her dough tres shulde knowe no thinge of the scripture : 
as touchinge vnto the holy scripture, it is no force though 3a 
women medilt not nor knowe but litefi therof but forto rede; 
eueri woman it is the beter that canne rede and haue knowinge 
of the la we of God, and forto haue be lemed to haue vertu 
and science to withstonde the perilles of the sowle, and forto 36 



OF KUTH AND HER STEPSONS. 119 

use and excerse the werkys of thaire saaement, for that is 
thinge aproned and necessarie to ait women. 

CHAPTER XCI. 
[Of love to stepchildren.] 

4 AN other ensaumple y shal left you, of a good lady named of Ruth, an 
Uk Eut^, of whom deB*cended the kinge Dauid. Holy scrip- U^t] '*' 

ture praisithe moche the same lady, for she louithe Qod anoaitnH of 

King DtM6, 

truly, and she honoured hym. And she honoured and oheyed wholionoared 

5 vnto her hushonde, as a good woman, atte alt tymes ; and for [|p<> ^ bii 
the loue of her hushonde she honoured and loued att his 
freudes, and bare hem more fauour and priuete thanne vnto 

her owne frendes ; wherupon it befett that after, whanne her 
I a husbonde was dede, his sones that were of another wyff, they 

wolde haue lefte her no thinge, nor londes, heritage, nor meuble ; 

and she was of a straunge contre, and fer from her frendes. 

And the woman felt into a gret heuinesse bi the occasion 
i6 hereof; but the frendes of her husbonde, that loued her for and the 

the gret goodnesse and chersinge that thei had founde in her her after h«r 

husband's 

the tyme before in her husbondes [lyff] \ they withstode ayenst the death; 
sones of her husbonde. And thei were with her in her helpinge, 

20 in so moche that she had al that she aught to haue by right 
and of custume. And in this wise the good woman saued and 
wanne her owne, for the frenshipe and good campani that 
she had ydo vnto the kyn of her husbonde, and yuto bis 

34 frendes, whiles he was leuinge. And therfor here is a good a good 

, . example to 

ensaumple how euery good woman owithe to worshippc aiid}^^«tj« 
to loue kyn and frendes of her husbonde ; for ay the more J?nJ^"*" 
semblaunt of loue that she shewithe vnto hem, the more welthe 
38 she shal haue amonges hem. So as it befett vnto the good 
lady right that, forto loue and worshipp« the kyn and frendes 
of her husbonde, she * recouered her iuste partie of the heritage • [Foi. so, 

coL 1,] 

and the goodes of her husbonde, in the manere as ye haue 

32 herde. 

^ ** Mais leg amis de son fen seigneur, qui Tamoient pour la grant 
doulceur et la privets et le grant semblant d*amour et service qu'elle 
avoit toujours port^/' p. 179, ed. 1854. 
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CHAPTEK XCII. 
[Of women who honour their husbands.] 
^*»*8»nh»d» "]\"T'0[w] y wol telt you another enBaumple of a good lady J>at 
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owithe gretly forto be praysid, and she was ynamed Aby- 

gal, & she had an husbonde that was of meroailous Conner- 4 

sacion ynto her, and unto his neigheboures, and eueli spekinge 

of hem. So it befe!t he had do a forfeit vnto the kinge 

whom the Dauid, wherfor that the kinge wolde destroie hym and putte 

king would ° . . 

put to death; hym to dothe ; but the good woman his wiff, that was wise, 8 

she went vnto the kinge, and clothed her selff in louly wise, 
butsheniAde and with the faire speche that she made, she made pees be* 

P«M»be- , 

tweenthem; twono the kingc and her husbonde, so that she kepte hym 

atte that tyme, and at mani other tymes, in gret and diuerse i> 
daungeres and periles, that he had deserued hi his folyes and 
hys wicked speche. And atte a!t tymes this good ladi amended 
his defauutes by her prudence and goodnesse, wherfor that she 
owithe to be gretly preised. And also for as moche as she '^ 
Buffered paciently the payne and sorw that he made her forto 

an example endure. And therfor here is a good ensaumple vnto euery. 

to save and 

keep your good womau how shc is beholde to suffre her husbonde; and 

husbands. 

]>at she owithe to supporte hym ouer ali and to saue and >o 
kepe hym, how be it that he be fole or diuerse, synne God 
hathe knette hym togedre by bonde of manage ; for, in as moche 
as she hathe gretly to suffre, and she deport her selff humbly, 

• [Foi. 89, and goueme her goodly vnto her husbonde, and ayenst * his ^4 
folye, so moche the more she shall be beloued of God, and 
worshipped in the worlde ; as y wiU shewe by an ensaumple 

Agoodhidy, of a good lady and wife^ vnto a Senatour of Rome. This 

wife of a ° '' 

RonMu Senatour was leloys of his wiff, and withoute cause, and he ^8 

senator, *' ' ' 

was diuerse, angry, and dispitous vnto her. So it befell that 

he had waged bataile ayenst another knight, but he was a 

fought a cowarde, and failed the day of his bataile, and his champion 

battleforher ' '' ' ^ 

husband, who that shulde hauc fought for hym was syke, so that for the 3* 

was a coward, 

day he coude fynde no man that wolde fight for hym. And 

in this wise he stode upon the point to be disworshipped; 

* MS. «• wise." 
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but the good lady bys wiff considered the gret shame that 
shulde haue befatt onto her lorde; she went her into a 
chambre, and made her to be armedi and mounted vpon a 
4 good cursere, and rode into the felde, and hadde her uisage 
deffait in Buche wise that she was ynknowe ynto eueri creatoure. 
And for as moch as God sawe the bounte and trouthe of her, and Ood 

gave her tht 

and that she dede it in the saluacion and the worship of her vietory, 
8 lord and husbonde, and for the loue that she had vnto hym, 
God sent the victorie and the honoure be vnto her husbonde 
hi her handes, for she conquered his enemy. And whanne the 
bataile was ydo, the emperesse wold* se who was the champion 
12 for the senatour, and she was brought forthe and dysarmed 

before the Emperesse. and the Emperesse knewe her weH and thus ah* 

had gnat 

the wyff of the Senatour ; and from that day forwarde she & houoor in 

Rome; 

alt the ladies of Rome worshipped *and helde her in Reuerence [•foi.386. 

1 6 moch more thanne euer thei hadde ydo before. And she was 
meruailously worshipped and beloued, as welt for that she 
hadde bore her stille simpely and debonairly atte alt tymes 
vnto her husbonde, notwithstonding the displesaunce that he 

ao hadde ydo vnto her in worde and dede, for this lelosye, and 

withoute cause. And therfor this is a good ensaumple how euery a good ex. 

* ample to bo 

woman shulde lowly suffre of her husbonde : for she that most suf- humue to 

, hr-"--- -■- 

ferithe,and makithe no countenannce of her di[s]e8e, she is worthi 
34 to be highly preised, as Salamon saithe, where he spekithe of 
women, in praisinge some ^ and in dispraisinge of other. 

CHAPTER XCIII. 
[Of one of King David's 'wives.] 



Nother ensaumple y witt tett you, of one of the wyves of one of the 




35 f^ kinge Dauid, how che appeised the wrathe of her lorde. David, 
Ye haue herde how that Amon Rauisshed and defouled 
his owne suster of her maydenhode, and how that Absolon her 
brother venged that same foule dede, and slow Amon ; wher- ^^j^ j^^ 

33 for that Absolon fledde oute of the contre, for that the kyng JX AhSSm, 
his fader wolde haue slayne hym; but that good lady made^^l^^ 

» MS. " Bore." 
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OF ABSALON AND HIS STEPMOTHER. 



• [Fol. Z&b. 
col. 2] 



AndAbflalom^ 
protected her 
alter the 
king's death; 



an example 
to love the 
sons of your 
husbands by 
other wives. 



The queen 
of Sheba 
came from 
the East to 
see King 
Solomon, 



and to have 
his counsel. 

•[Pol. 40, 
col. 1.] 



Lis pays vuto the kiuge ; for she shewed so mani good resounes 
vnto the kinge her husbonde, that he forgaue Absolon alt his ^ 
wrathe. And she was not his owne moder, but wiff vnto his 
fader, but she kept and helde in loue her lorde and his children, 4 
as a good lady, and as ought to do eueri good woman. For 
a woman may not wel shewe gretter loue vnto her husbonde, 
thanne forto loue his '*' children of another wyff, in that she 
conquerithe double worshipp^ to susteine hem as moche as her 8 
owne; for atte the laBte ende she shait finde thereby good 
and worships, as it befelt vnto this same ladi, for, whan the 
kinge was dede, there were such as wolde haue do her wronge, 
but the kingges sone wolde not sufiPre it, and saide opinly before i a 
the pepiH, ^'Attthough she were not his owne moder, she 
shewed hym gret loue and kindenesse, and bare hym worshipp«, 
and vnto alt the kinges children that were comen of her body ; 
wherfor she shal not lese her right." And therfor, hi this is a 16 
good ensaumple how that eueri woman shulde loue and worship 
her husbonde, and atl tho that be come of hym, as the children 
that he hathe hadde hi his other wiffes, and suche as be of his 
nexst kinrede, for gladly there is none welded but hit deserued 20 
atte sum tyme, as ye haue herde how it befett vnto this goodly 

lady. 

CHAPTER XCIV. 

[Of the evil of flatterers.] 

NOw y wott te!t you another ensaumple of the queue 24 
[of] Saba; and she was a wise lady and a good 
woman, and she came from the parties orientys 
vnto lerusalem to be counsailed hi the wise Salamon, and 
she lost nother pas nor her trauaile. Wherfor, bi this good ag 
ensaumple that euery good body owithe to chese a good 
man and a prudent to be counsailed by, and forto holde the 
pepiii in loue and Concorde. For where as there be Kiottis and 
debatys and stnff, the wisdom of gode counsaile of a prudent 3> 
man withdraw^ithe and amoderithe suche thinges, and sette 

1 But Absalom, killed by Joab, died before David. See 2 Sam. xviii. 
14, 16. — Clarendon PreM, Reader's Proof, 
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hem in pees, and bringithe hem vnto good ende ; and who so 
werkii£ by good couusaile, leuithe in prosperite and shatt 
ende worshipfuUy ; as it befell vuto this noble lady, the quene 
4 of Saba, that come from fer contre to soke counsaile of the Mrise 
Salamon, kinge of leioisalem. 

^Nd yet y wolde that ye knewe an ensaumple of an Emperour AnEmpenyr 
in Borne. This saide emperoure on a tyme befel sike, and ui. and about 

^ ^ ^ to die, but hl» 

8 ■*•■*• shulde deye : but alt his lordes and the senatoures , forto eoortienMad 

, he would get 

plese the emperour, they saide vnto hym that he shulde be all weu again; 
hole in hasti tyme after that he had slepte and swette ; but he 
had no frende aboute hym that counsailed hym for the helthe 
12 of his soule. So he had a chamberleyn with hym that he had 
norisshed from his childehode, and had serued the emperoure 
truly euermore. This chamberleyn sawe wel that his lorde but a 

'' ebiunbeiiain 

might oot ascape that dethe, and that all the lordes counsailed 
i6 hym vnto his plesaunce. The chaumberleyn come vnto his lorde, 
& axsed hym, *'SirI how fele ye youre self, and in youre 
hert ? " And the emperour saide vnto hym, <' Y fele my selff 
right feble and sike." And thanne his chamberlein beganne 
ao to saie vnto hym in right discrete and goodly wise, '' Syre ! told him the 

truth* 

God hathe yeue you in this worlde gret honoures, Richesses, 
and alle worldly welthe and ioye j wherfor, thanke Qod therfor, 
and haue youre mynde vpon hym for his goodnesse; and of 

34 the worldely goodes that he hathe sent you, departe hem 
amonges * the poure pepill, and to suche as haue nede therto, • [Foi. 40, 
and dbpose youre self in * suche wise as there be founde no 
reproche in you before God«" And the emperoure herkened 

a8 wel vnto that he counsailed hym, and saide vnto hym in 
^ this wise, '^Beter is the frende that prikithe, thanne the flatour "Better is 

, . ' , , , the friend who 

that oynteth. ' And this he saide bicause of the lordes spake pricketh tiian 

•^ "^ the flatterer 

no thinge vnto hym but for the helthe of his body, for to plese who^anoint- 
33 hym, and to flater hym; and his chamberleyn spake vnto hym 

sharpely and truly, for the helthe of his soule and for his 

aaluacion. For who so louithe the body, shulde loue the soule ; 

for who so louithe his frende, he shulde not flater hym, nor 
S^eschewe to counsaile hym truly in all that longithe vnto his 



124 OF THE PROPHET ELISHA. 

True friends worshippe and profite, and euennore to telt hym his Botbes 

the truth, & trouthe witboute flatme, or ellys he is not hia good frende ; 

and not forto plaie with placebo, as the lordes dede with the 

emperoure^notwitbestondinge thei wost wel he was in that point 4 

that he might not escape the dethe, and wolde not ooonsaile 

ajdid thto hym the profit of his soule, as dede his trewe poore servaunt, the 

cluunberUIn. . . *^ 

chaumberlein, ynto his lorde that putte hym in the way of his 
sauemeut. And so the emperoure trowed his counsaile, and de- 8 
parted his goodes, and gaue it largely for the lone of Qod. 

CHAPTER XCV. 
[Of the prophet Elisha.] 



womimhad T ®^^ *®^ ^^^ another ensaumple of a right good woman 
husSSidi I ^^^^ hadde a symple man ynto her husbonde; and thei la 

were good folke, and loued welt togedre, and the woman 
•rFoi.40^. was ryght * charitable, and loued the seruaontes of €k)d. And 
so there was an holy profyt in the contrei fast by lerosalem 
and the pro- that biffht Elezeus, and this crood Twolman^ had gret de- 16 

phetEliaha . ° , * O L J © 

»««toH^« uocion vnto this holy man, and required and praied hym 
forto come to herburgh and loged in her hous; and her 
husbonde and she made a chaumbre solitarie for this holy man, 
where as he might' vse his deuociones and seme Qod. Bat ao 
this woman might haue no child* nor lygne bi her husbonde. 

and prayed This holy profit auised it, and praied for hem bothe vnto Gkd, 

forthemthat , .-.^fi^- 

they might in suche wiso that atte the laste she conseiued and had a nure 

hayeacliild; 

childe, whiche leued vnto the age of xv yere, and thanne the 34 
childe deyed in the same chaumbre where as the holy man 
was herborued and loged before. And this good woman went 
and sought ouer alt in the centre, til she had founde ayen 
this holy profete, and bi her prayer brought hym ayen ynto a8 
and, after- her hous, and into the chaumbre, where she sheued hym her 

wards, when 

the chUd died, childe that was dede, and saide in this wise, " AI holy man, lo 
here the childe that Ood gaue me thorugh thi deuoute praieie, 
whiche was alt my ioye and sustenaunce ; y beseche the that 3> 
^ Fr. **Celle bonne dame,*' p. 185, ed. 1854. 



A CHILD RESTORED TO LIFE. 125 

thoa wylt praie God to sende ine my childe ayen, or ellys 
that he witt take me ynto hym also, for y wolde [not] leue 
after the dethe of my chUde/' And this holy profit Eliseus he pnjed to 

4 had pitee and compassion vpon this holy woman, and praied ^i^i."* 
deuoutly ynto God, wherethoragh the childe had his lyff ayen, 
and leued longe after that, and was * an holy man. Wherfor, • rpoi. 4M, 
my good doaghters, ye may vnderstonde bi this, how it is good aTii^pto 

8 and profitable to be aqueinted with holy men of good lyff to kiSwrnva 
and of good conuersacion, as had this gode woman that had ^^ 
a childe bi the praier of the holy prophete. And after the 
childe was dede, ayen bi the praier of the said holy man the 

12 child* resuscited, and releued ayen from dethe to lyff; and for 
certaine, God is this day as mighti and as debonayre as he was 
ener here before vnto hem that deserne it. Wherfor putte 
yoore diligence with humble and devoute hert to seme God, 

1 6 and holde the companie of good folke, of good leuing and of 

charitable werkes, and truste hem that counsaile you to vertu who wfli give 
and worship ; for all goodnesse comithe therby, as it befell vnto counsel, 
this good woman, as ye haue herde before* 



CHAPTER XCVI. 
2o [Of meekness in women.] 

iNother ensaumple y wilt tell you of a good woman that sara^daugh- 
Uk bight Sarra.^ Ye haue weft herde how she had yij hadaevenhus. 

_j\ ^ . •* banda, who 

husbondes, the whiche were mischeued and slayne bi the ai» died for 

*" wickedneub 

34 Annemy of hell, bicause thei were yntrue in thaire manage ; 

and how her chaumbrere reproued her how that alt her and she was 

blamed 

husbondes mischeued and deied from her. And this good therefor; 

woman sawe her chaumbrere wolde haue chidde and striued 
a8 with her, as a fole as she was, this good woman right wisly 

and humbly she saide ynto her, '* Faire loue ! nother to the but she bore 

ne to me it apertenithe not to speke of the lugementis of God; 

and more she saide not ynto her. She sembled not ynto the 
31 doughter of a senatour of Home, that * had so cruel! hert * [Foi. 41, 
^ Called by her father's name, Baguett, on p. loa, above. 
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The daughter that she straue Sc chidde in the plaice strete wit her nevfifh- 

of a Roman ^ ''^ 

senator stoove i)oure8, wherfor she had suche renonn^ that she was hadde 

and chid with ' 

w^Seby^siie ^^^ ^^ ^®^ fi>^^^ helthe of body, as for frentyk and not of good 

JJJ^^JL mynde, for whiche cause she loste her manage. And, therfor, 4 

it is gret foly to euery woman to chide, or eUys to ansuere 

ynto hem that be of suche yngoodly condiciones, full of noyse 

and striff, and cruel, and wilfu)} [and] hasty, wherof y shaD tell 

Anothw you an ensaumple that y sawe by a gentiti woman testi and 8 

woman wai m. ^ f o 

quarreuing hasti ; whorfor y saide vnto her, '* Madamoiselt ! y praie you 

that ye ansuere not ynto this fole, that is of suche condicion 

and would not rather to speke euetl than wele." But she wolde not do bi my 

be counselled 

to peace, counsaile, but chidde with hym, and ansuered worse thanne la 
she hadde ydo before, sayeng vnto the man that he was 
not worthe. And he ansuered her that he was beter worthe 
a man thanne she for a woman. And somoche the wordes 
and the noyse encresed betwene hem bothe, tilt atte the i6 

till the man j^stc the man saide vnto her, he knew suche one that had her 

spoke evil ' 

of her, Q^^^ ^[^ comaundement bothe day [and] night, whanne that 

he wolde, so that there was moche foule speche betuene hem, 
and before moche pepilt, and the woman defamed for her ao 
hautyuete and her foly and chidinge. And, therfor, her shame 

and defamed and disclauuder was shewed opinly there before the peple, that 

her before all. 

hadde no kuowinge therof before. She was not lyke vnto the 
wise Sarra, ]>at made no gret ansueres vnto her chambrere ; for 24 
ofte tymes, by vnauieed speche, of r[i]ght is made the wronge. 
•[Pol. 41. And it is a myschaunt thinge for any gen*tilt woman, other 
to striue or to chide in aui manere, as y shatl shewe you 
Curs growl ensaumple bi the properte of sum bestis, as ye may see bi a8 

and bark, but , *^ ■» . r i • i . -i i i 

greyhounds thesc currc doggis ; of thaire nature thei growne and berke 

do not so. ^ 

euermore, but gent it! greyhoundes do not so. And so aught 
it to be of gentilt men and gentiti women. 
An emperor j^ 2{d ako y shalt tett you an ensaumple of an Empeionre 3a 

that was ferce and right cruel, but he wolde ueuer more 
chide with no creatoure. And it befett on a tyme that be 
dM^hton fonde his ij doughtres chidinge, wherfor that he wolde haue 
chiding, an ^^^^ j^^^^^ ^^ hadde it be that other went betwene. And 36 



A 
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thanne he saide ynto his doughtres, "Oute of a gentili herte <*yiie words 
shnlde neuer come velenye word* ne dede, for hy chidynffe is com* out of 
knowe the gentil from the yilanie, that spekithe it with his 

4moathe/' And, therfor, it is gret gentihiesse and uohilnesse 
to he pacient and humhle, and not to chide, nor to striae in 
speche with suche as he not wise. And for sertaine it hefallithe 
often tymes, that a worde folyly saide or folily ansuered, engen* 

8 derith suche thinge as after caasithe disworshipptf and shame* 
And therfor, faire doughtres, here is ensaumple how often An example 
tymes ye shan nnde, as foles that be of haultane oorage, ny <um 

things for 

whanne there is holde noyse or Riotte ayenst hem, they witl vengeftnoe, 
I a ansaere and speke yelanie thinge^ of thaire malice, suche as 
was neuer do ne thought, hut forto auenge hem in her gret 
yre. And as welt euery woman aught to be ware in ansueringe and how wise 

women 

her husbonde before pepilt, for mani causes, as forto holde »rehumbi6 

^ * ' and meek. 

i6. her pees and be * still, she shall haue worships and be holde * foi. au. 

. col.l] 

wise of all that know and see her. And yef she ansuera 
ynto his displesaunce, there shall come vnto her harme and> 
disworship^, as it is saide before. 



CHAPTER XCVII. 
20 [Of Queen Esther.] 



I 



Shall tell you another ensaumple, of queue Ester, that Qa««n Either/ 

" x^ » ^ 'la praised in 

was a good woman, and a noble lady, and right wise, Scripture. 
and she loued & dredde the kinge her husbonde aboue att 
H thinge ; and holy scripture holdith her in gret recomendacion 
for her goodnesse ; but the kinge her husbonde was daungerous, 
and of diuerse condicion with her, and full of yngoodly speche ; 
but for no thinge she wolde neuer ansuere hym that iniflrht*'***'^^ never 

^ JO displeased tier 

2^ be, to his displcEaunce. But mani tymes whanne she sawe hym husimnd, 
hi hym selff, and that he was oute of his yre, with her faire 
and humble speche she coude so wel behaue her selff ynto 
hym in ffoodly wise, that she shewed hym all his faute : and though the 

•^ . , . . showed him 

3' therfor the king loued her merueilously, and saide wttAin his faults. 
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hjm selff that he might nener be wrothe with his wiff, she 

was euermore so plesaunt and so weft aoised in her speche. 

The W W good and in alt thing, for it is one [of] the ^ good thinge that may be 

tobeonttite in a woman, to be in a litett speche, and not to ansuere ynio 4 

her husbonde in wrathe; for a gentitl hert is euermore dredfuS 

other to do or to saye ani thinge that might displese vnto hym 

whanne she owithe to lone, worshippe and drede. Wherof the 

tale is reported in the boke of Kinges, of this good ladi that 8 

•fFU.4ift. had 80 memeilons a kinge and lorde vnto her hos^bonde, 

^3Qbo 2%I 

but she her selff was euer humble and good. And upon a 
When ate tyme her gentill woman saide vnto her, ''By asmoche as ye 



idijatedid be faiie and yonge, whi wili ye not plaie and disporte you ^ 

not ploj and 

g^«* otherwhilesl" And she ansuered hym ayen, "For y must 
Btefloid,**! meintayne and gouerne my selff in suche wise as y' know 
pMoewithmy best that it plesiihe vnto my lorde, myn husbonde, and as 

his wilt that y gouerne, forto haue his loue in pees with hym i6 
euermore." And in this manere the good ladi saide vnto her 
damoyselt and gentiH woman. Wherfor, my faire doughtres, 
y praie you to haue these ensaumples in youre herte, and in 
youre rememberaunce ; and ansuerithe not with none anoyeus so 
wordes of ungoodly speche vnto youre husbondes, nor striue 
not with youre langage with no creatoure; but euermore be 
gracious, humble, and curteys, as was this good lady the quene 
Hester, as ye haue herde. And, as she that saide vnto her 24 
damoysefi, her herte was in the loue of her lorde and husbonde, 
wherby that she dede hym euermore plesaunce, and lyued 
and tut three with hym in ioye and pees. And after that, she saide vnto her 

things were 

better than woman, that thre thinges distrained her for to eschewe diuerse a8 

pleaaure, ° 

SS*' aSd plesauncej, disportes, and other loyeuseie, and tho were, loue, 
tovTorS di-ede, and shame ; aud these iij thinges maistred her • : the loue 
draad^his ^^^^ ^^® ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ lorde her husbonde kepte her, that neuer 
tuS^Simto! B^o wolde do thinge that was his displesaunce ; drede, that kepte 3a 
'^^ ' her from synne and di&worshipe ; shame, to be auised and saued 
from velanie reproche.^ 

^ Fr, " une des bonnes taches," p. 190, ed. 1854. ' MS. ye. 
' Fr. ** Cee iij. yertus la maistrioieDt," p. 190. * Fr. " Tillain reproche.'* 
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[CHAPTEE XCVIII.] 
[Of Sttsazmah the wifd of Joaohim.] 
A Nother ensaumple y shatt tett you, of Susanne, that was [^oi. 42, 
l\ the wyff of lochim, bat was a gret lorde in Babiloyne. smannahwu 

1 m . . . the wife of a 

4 This Susanne was a faire lady, and of holy lyff; and it great lord, 

befe)} that there were .ij. prestis of the lawe pHuely hidde in 
a gardein, where as this lady bathed her, and these ij preestis 
come sodenly ypon her vnauised. And thei behelde the gret 

8 beauute that was in her, and they desired to fulfett thaire and two 
flesshely delite and concupissent of thaire body with her, in Bind to u« 

__ ••*■• * » with her, 

SO moche that tho two false preestis saide unto this good lady, 
that, yef she wolde not consente to fulfett thaire flesshely 
za plesaunce, they wolde here witnedse kybnst her that thei had and thnat- 

* \ ^ . ened other- 

founde her with a yonge man with whom she hadde ydo J"^^ *<> •«»«« 

\ •'her iklaely. 

fomicacion and luxurie, and enfraynt her mariage, for the 
whiche she shulde be bete with stones vnto the deth, or 

1 6 ellys her body shulde be brent, as the ysaunce of the lawe was 
atte ]>ai tyme. Wherof this good lady was gretly abasshed, and 
in grete feere and doute that, by the false witnesse of these 
prestis, she sawe her dethe'but yef she wolde consent vnto thaire 

30 foule delite ; for ij witnesses welre atte that tyme trusted 
and bileued, and moste, of hem that were the prestis of the 
lawe. And hereupon she auised in her thought and herte Bat she 

. ° thought it 

that ^she had leuer to dye the worldely and bodely dethe thanne hettertoiose 

*> ^ ni her body than 

i\ for to putte her soule in auenture and to do synne, and to de[ye] *^« "oui, 
upon the dethe euerlastinge ^ and refused the falce prestis, and 
putte her selff in the will and in the disposicion of almighti 
God, in whom * was her hope and beleue. And she ansuered * [Foi. 4a, 

. col. 2.] 

28 and saide vnto the prestis that they were falce, and she wolde and would 
not consent vnto hem, but she hadd* leuer to deye worldely ° 
dethe by falce accusacion thanne forto deye in the sight of 
God rightfully, by cause of synne in brekinge his lawe and 

3a the sacrement of mariage. And thanne these ij prestos and Then they 

accused her 

iuges accused and witnessed ayenst this lady Susanne, how of adultery 

® •' 11, ^^ another, 

they hadde founde her with another man thanne her husbonde 

^ ''elie aymoit miealx mourirde la mort mondaiiie quede la mort pardurable." 

9 
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in the Bynne of aduooltre, wlierfor that she was incontenent 
iuged ynto the dethe. But she cried with high vojs ynto God, 
and with deuoute praier, as he that knew the troathe in kepinge 
her mariage, he wolde Youchesauf entende to her deliueraunce. 4 
but Daniel And almighti God, that foryetithe noght his servaunt, sent 

was sent by 

God to help sodenlj I^niel, whiche with gret Toys cried and saidoi '^ O 
ye inges of Israel, iage not ynto dethe the woman whiche as 
Inconuenient and falsely acosed of synne and blame, but her 8 
accusatoure^ be enquered eche by hem selff in what wise they 
fonde her;" wherof alt the peple was ameniaUed to here and 
se^ a childe speke in sache wise, and west wel that it was 
and he que*, by opin mirade of God; and so they were departed, and eche la 
ftccnaerby of hem examined by hem selff. And the forst saide that he 

hhnsdf, 

had foonde hem ynder a figge tree, and the secounde saide 
he hadde fonnde hem ynder* a plmnme tre pruner. And for 
and 80 proTed the defauute was in hem, they were bothe founde fals of that 16 

thebr ^ • ' 

foiMhood. they had saide, and. they were iuged ynto the dethe. And, 

•rFoi.42«. whanne they *8awe that there was none other remedye but 

that thei shulde deye, they were beknowe of thaire fals 

accusinge of this good ladi, and that thei had wel desemid ao 

h°*G^^^ the dethe. And therfor here is a good ensaumple how God 

kMpeth those ^epithe and sauithe hem that louith and seruithe hym truly, 

^^"^ and putte al thaire disposicion ' in his honde and grace. And 

this good lady, that hadde ben [fainer^] to chese the worldely 34 
dethe than forsuere the lawe of God and to be fals in her 
mariage ynto her husbond*, doutinge the dethe euerlastinge of 
her sowle more thanne ani worldely thinge, wherfor God of 
his goodnesse kepte and saued her sowle, body, and worshippe, a8 
Wherefore as ye hauc herdc. And therfor euery good lady and euery 
ladyiiiouid good woman aught euermore to haue her faithe & hope in 

havefiUthand , , 

hopeinOod, Qod and in his lawe, nor for worldely ioye, ne payne, nor 

drede of dethe, to consent to synne, nor to breke the sacrement 3a 

as Susannah of her mariage, as by this good lady Susanne ye haue herd* 
faire and good ensaumple. Whei*for, faire doughtres, y praie you 
that ye withholde this ensaumple in youre herte euermore. 

^MS.80. * MS. under ynder. ' MS. dispooioiclon. « '<qm mienlz ▼onloii.'* 
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[CHAPTER XCIX.] 
[Of Elizabeth^ the mother of St. John.] 

I Shalt tett you another ensaumple, of seint Elizabeth, that BUabeth. 
tiM mothw of 
was moder vnto semt lohn. She seraed furst God, and saint John, 
Mrved ftrit 
4 after her husbonde, and loued and dradde hym. And yef <^oa and thm 

... herhuiband, 

there hadde ani thinge befatt withinne hys hous that shulde haue 
turned her vnto his displesaonce, she wolde amende it, or kepe 
it secrete ynto the ijme that it were amended, in suche wise 
8 that her husbonde fonde neuer occasion of disple*saance : for * [Pol* ^^* 

» - *^ col 2.] 

she was so good, so wen auised, and of so noble attemperaunce, 
that she kepte her husbonde in loye and pees, and oute of>n<>>okepc 
wrathe. And so aught euery good woman to do in the same ^y *"<^ 
la wyse as this holy woman, that louithe and dredithe God, and 

bare feithe and honoure vnto her husbondl And, therfor, God m Ood n. 

wuded hor 

sent her to here a childe the good seint lohn the baptist, in by wnding 

her a son. 

that she was wel guerdoned, for a woman that louithe God and 
i6kepith her clene oute of synne, God rewardithe her in this 
worldely lyff, an hundred sithe more after the departinge oute of 
this worlde, as God gaue Tnto this goodly lady bothe worldely 
prosperite and heuenly ioye euerlastinge. And so he guerdonithe 
20 and rewardii^ a)} suche as louithe hym and kepe truly thaire 
mariage, and haue thaire faithe and beleue in hym; as these 
good ladies Elizabeth and Susanne, in the manere as ye haue 

herde. 

[CHAPTER C] 

24 [Of Mary Magdalene.] 

Nother ensaumple y shatt tett you, of the Magdalene that Muy nag- 
purged and clensed her selff from synne by the teres of "^"©^ »"* 

* *' . wept for her 

her eyen, wepinge whanne she wysshe the fete of oure ■^°"' 
a8 lorde Thesu. Crist, and wyped hem with the tresses of her hede. 
She bewaked and wepte for her synnes, ]>ai was the loue of God 
and the drede that she had for her misleuinge. And in such 
wise we aught to wepe and to haue gret sorugh for oure synnes, as weougiit 
3a with gret shame that euer we dede so moche yilesse and ynclen- ours, 
nesse, and with gret repentaunce and gret humilite come to 

9—2 
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and to confess confession, and to confesse. and shewe, and tell it oute ynto the 

them to the 

priest; preest truly "'and faithfally, in the same manere^ and the 

col. 1.] ' condicion and moyan, day and tyme, as the synne hathe he do, 

withoute any excusacion for drede of God, and the hardynesse that 4 

man or woman hathe with the shame of his misdede and synne, 

for ihame Sc for to confesse it truly ynto the preest. That shame, with 

and repent- . , ; 

anoe avaiieth forthenkiugo of synne, auailithe moche ynto the mercy of Gk>dy 
hothe in remission of his synne, and ynto the allegeaunce of 8 
payne ; for Giod, that seithe the humilite Sc knowithe the repent- 
aunce in euery herte ynto hem that he so sorufult and repentaont 
of her misdede, he his stered ynto my[l]se, and eslargithe his pitee 
ypon hem, and of his grace yeuithe hem pardons and forjene- xa 
nesse ; as he was mercifuit ynto this hlessed and holy Magdalene, 
whanne he forgauis her synne for the contricion and repentaunce 

icary Mag^ that she hadde. Another reson there is wherfor the hlessed 

dalene iaalso 

praiMd for Magdalene aught to he gretly praised: that was, for the gret loue 16 
had tor that was SO feruent ynto oure lorde Ihesu. Crist, that she loued 

Cnnst, 

hym ahoue ani thinge that euer was or might he. And for the 
gret faith that she hadde in hym, for the miracles that he 
who had re- wrought whanno he resuscited the Laser, her owne hrother, from ao 

stored her 

brother to dothe ynto lyff, whiche tolde her afterwarde what payne it is to 
deye, and what paynes it ys to suffre after this lyff, for hem that 
he synfult and haue leued in synne in this worlde. For the 
whiche cause the holy Magdalene was neuer ioyfuli, hut euer H 
sorufutt of the dethe and of the gret peyne after the departinge 
* [FoL 43. oute of this worlde, in so moche that she putte her *lyff in the 
desert, and lyued in gret ahstinence the space of xx wynter. 
Hwd'ta * ^^^ "^^^ whanne she had so longe continued, doinge gret penitence, »9 
for twenS *^^ *® ^^ courso of nature she might no longer endure, God of 
L?the?^ his mercy yisited her, and sent her the heuenly fode & angelyk 
hMveniy sustenaunce, with the whiche she was refeccioned and sustened 
A good ex. ynto her lyues ende. And therfor this is a good ensaumple how Z* 

ample of the i /» • • 

good of good and how prontahle it is to he sorufutt for synne, and ofte 

penitence* 

tymes to he confessed, Sc to do penaunce, almesdede, and praier, 
and to drede God, the dethe, and the payne that is to come 
after this lyff for oure mysdede, as ye may see hy ensaumple of 3<^ 
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this good holy Magdalene, that so moohe loued and dredde God, 
and wepte for her synnes, and with the teres of her eyen wysshe 
his fete; and afterwarde she leaed in desert longe tyme in 
4 gret penitaunce ; and atte the laete how Ood had pitee upon 
her, and hy the aungetl sent ynto her heuenly sustenaunce* 
And in the same wise he wytt do ynto alt other good men and ood wiu 
women that wiH be sorufutt for her synne, and loue and drede who repent, 

" and love and 

8 Ood, and do penitaunce in fastinge and abstinence, and for euer ^^^^ i>^°>* 
more to refuse, and forsakinge synne, as did this good Marie 
Magdalene, 

[CHAPTER CL] 

[How women should oare for their husbands.] 

Nother ensaumple y shall tett you of ij women, that were Two heathtn 

• i* 1 1 1 j tasn had 

the wyues of ij men that were oute of the beleue and chrurtian 

wives 

faithe of almighti God. Notwithstonding that her hus- 
bondes were wicked, the women were good, and ministred and 

i6 serued God truly ; so by this is good en*saumple that euery good * IFo'. *«*• 
woman, how so it be that her husbonde were of wyked condicion, 
the woman shulde not therfor eschewe to be good, nor to take 
ensaumple atte his wickednesse, but moche the rather to be 

ao pacient and deuoute, and [to] contenu euer in praiers to purchace 

grace the rather of God for her husbonde. For the goodnesse of The goodness 

of the woman 

the woman makithe fsmal &] lessithe the wickednesse of the man ^, lesaeneth the 

*- -i . ^ man's 

and aswagith the wrathe of God, and encresithe hem bothe in good wickedness. 
34 and in worships ; for the good dede of the woman supportithe 
the euel dede of the husbonde, as it is conteined in the boke of 
lyff of the olde faderes, where he spekithe of a wicked man that a wicked 

man was 

ii] tymes he was saued from yelayne dethe hi the praier of his saved three 

^ ^ ^ ^ times by bis 

aS good wyff ; and whanne it befell that she deyed, and her bus- wife's 

prayer^ 

bonde had no more the praiers of his goode wyff ynto God for 
hym, the kynge of the contre made hym forto deye upon euell 
dethe, for his wicked lyff of the tyme passed. And therfor it to that a 

" * wicked man 

31 is necessarie ynto a man that is of wicked lyff to haue a woman >bouid have 

^ ^ ^ •' ^ a good wife. 

of good lyuinge ; for in as moche as a woman felithe her husbonde 

of euett conscience and of other euel} lyff, so moche the more 

\ Fr, " amendriBt le mal de lai," f . 196, ed. 1856. 
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she is boonde to be good, and do abstinence, and forto praie for 

if then be hjm; for, and the goodnesse of that one sapporte not the 

tonvethf wickednesso of that other, that is to saie, the goodnesse the 

it ii lost wickednessei all shulde perisshe and fatt into perdicion. And 4 

yet y saie you that obeysaunce vnto Ood, and the drede of 

God, is before mariage ; for we owe farste to obeye vnto oure 

• [Foi. 486. Creatoure that hai$ *made us vnto his semblaunce and ymage. 

Yet no For the lawe comaundithe fiirst obeye vnto Ood ; for no 8 

■houM serve woman aught not to seme her hnsbonde before God, of whom 

her husband , tv*i r it iji • ^•- 

before Ood. to serue comithe the promt of the some that is euerlastmge. 
For, as the scripture saithe, that atl the good seruice of the body 
is the saluacion vnto the soule, for the welthe of the soule la 
hathe he no parail; and therfor the wyf is bounde furst to obeye 
and to serue God, and after vnto her husbonde, by the faithe of 
mariage, and to praye for hym, benignely and paciently to 
counsaile hym for the welthe of his soule, and so to detume 16 
hym from eueri eueli dede, in as moche as is in her powere ; for 
therto is bounde euery good woman. 

[CHAPTER CIL] 
[Of Martha the sister of Mary.] 
Mtw&lMmrf Another ensaumple, of Marthe, the suster of Marie ao 
wMdiriJ^' r% Magdalene. This good lady was custumer^ to herburg^ 
chrisfto -^-^- the holy profitees and the seruauntes of God that 
woSd'iodge preched and taught his lawe, and she was fult of almesse 

dedes unto the nedy and poure folkes ; and for her good H 
and holy lyuinge, oure lorde Uieni wolde be loged in her 
hous with her. And this was she that saide vnto oure 
lorde Ihe^u Crist that her suster the Magdalene wolde not 
helpe her to aparaile the labour of the hous ; but oure j8 
Lorde ansuered her goodly, that Marie had chose the beter 
seruice, for she satte at his fete and herde his doctrine, and 
wepte, and made sorw for her synne, and cried hym mercy 
with humble herte. As the good lorde saide trouth, there is 3' 
no seruice that God louithe so moche as to crye hym mercy, 

' jFV*. ooQstami^re. 
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and to be "^ repentannt of misleuinge, and to forsake ati synne; *rFo].44, 
for seiDt Marthe dede her seruice to herbargh and to logge jf^ha 
oure lord* Ihe«u, and forto aparaitt mete and drinke for hym ^^dM^ 

4 and his disciples, with goode deuocion and trewe entent of htsdiiciptoiii 
her hert. For Ood dede mani miracles for the lone of her, and 
come to comfort her in her deyeng, and reeeyued her soule 
into his ioye euerlastinge ; and in this wise she was rewarded for which lib* 
8 of Ood for her true loae and seroice. So that, bi thiB. euery l^^, 
woman may take ^ good ensanmple how it is good to herberugh an example 
the seruauntz of Ood, and suche as be prechinge and techinge help the 
the lawe of God and the faythe, and for to herburgh pilgrimes ^^^^ 

12 and other peple, and to refresshe hem that be nedfult to 
receiue almesse; & God hym selff witnessithe in the Gospett, 
that saithe atte the ferefull day of his gret lugement he wol 
axe of hem that shatt ansuere byfor hym, how and in what 

i6 wise they haue received and uisited the pore in his name, 
whanne as they shall yeue acompte of thaire habnndaunce of 
the worldely goodes that they haue had, and not goaemed 
hem vnto the plesannce of God, in good werkes of charitee, as 

2o they were lerned bi the comaundement of God to do. And For it is a 

noble virtue 

therefor it is a noble vertn to do almesdedes, and to herbartrh to give aims 

^ and visit the 

' the seroauntes of God, and to Eecomforte and uisite all suche poo*^ 
as by lugement are' pore, and in aduersite of prison, or in 

24 any other infirmite ', for there befallithe euermore good auenture 
ynto hem that do soo. And God rewardithe hem a thousande 
partiez aboue alt that they canne or may do; *wherfor he •[F01.44, 
saithe in the Gospell, that who that receiuithe ani of his 

a8 seruauntis in his name, receiuithe hym selff, for they be his 
messengeres & shew his trouthe and uertu. 

[CHAP TEE cm.] 
[Of women who were full of pity.] 
iNother ensaumple there is, of the good ladies that wepte Good Mies 

Tm *^ ' o * of holy Me 

3j Zi for oure Lorde whan he bare the crosse upon his shuldres, jep* when 
whereupon he vouchedsauf to sufire dethe, for the redemp- *>*• «<>»» 
> MS. toke. *~* leB pelerins, les povres, et ies 8«rgen8 de Dieu. ' MS. and. 
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don of 118 BjimerB. These good ladyes were of holy lyff, and 
mndhtwpokm had her hertiB pitoos, and Qod tamed towardes hem and said* 
Tnto hem, '' JLj doughters ! wepithe not for me, but wepe for 
the Bomes that be to come;" and shewed hem the miscbeef 4 
that is be&fi ein hedirwarde, as ye shal finde it in the boke 
that y bane made for yoore bretheren \ These goode hid yes, that 
had pitee upon the som that oure Lorde suffered, thei loste 
to reward not the teres that they wepte for hym, for he rewarded hem g 
hyly: and therefor by this ye may bane ensaumple, bow euery 
good woman aught to bane pitee upon the disese of the pore 
pepilt and seroanntes of God. As he saithe hym selff in the 
GU>speli that, " Who that bathe pitee upon the pore, in the la 
reuerence and for the loue of me, y wol haue pitee and mercy 



Ammmn upon hem." And as the wise man saithe, "The woman, of 
monpiftiibi nature sbulde be pitoos moche more thanne the man, for the 

man is of more of bard^ corage than the woman." And, therfor, 16 
it is saide, a woman that is not bumble and pitous she is 
mannissbe and not womanly, whicbe is a uice in womanhode 

• [Foi. 44fr. to be rude or of bautaigne courage. * And also the wise man 

saithe, a woman shulde not be a chiche of that she bathe in jo 
gret plente, that is to saye, of wepinge teris, and of piteous 
herte, to haue pitee on the pore peple, vpon her kyn and 
frendes, that she seithe in necessitee. And there was a gode 

A connteM lady that was Coontesse of Anion, and founded the abbey of ja 
Burgeyl, and she is there yberied; and it is saide she is there 
in flesshe and blode, seminge in coloure thougb she were 

g&ve^her quicke lyyinge. This good lady, she balpe and gaue her goodes 

^ ' ynto her pore kyn, unto pore gentitt women and maydenes, ,8 
to susteine and meintaine her estate, to kepe from synne and 

and to poor mjsleuinge. And she enquered thorugb euery parisshe for 

man and _ 

women, pore men and women that were wedded and had children, 

and had not wherewith to susteyne hem, and for such and 3a 
for diuerse sikenesses or other aduersitees might not laboure 
ne trauaile, and upon poure women in gesyne : alt suche . 

^ Cf. Caxton*! " as hit la reheroed, in the booke of my two aomiea." 
Sign, n in bk., p. ao5 below. No copy ii known. 
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pepitl, and mani other, she releued and comforted with almesse 
of her charitable deuocion. And also she hadde her medicines 
and surcrens forto hele and medicine alt suche as were nedefu!!, »nd had 

o nirgeoiis for 

4 wherthonigh that for her bounte and goodnesse, God hathe ^' •**** 
shewed mani miracles for her : for, as it hath be saide, whanne f*"*** >>«• 

' ' for when ah* 

she shulde receiue her matenis, [t]he saulter or other bokes of "^^^^ 
deuocion they were brought vnto her oute of the ayre as by J^Vr?S?!f 

8 miracle. And, therfor, hi this a good woman may haue gret ^ ^' 
ensaumple how and what it is good forto be pitous upon * the •[Poi.446. 
ponre pepili, and to be charitable. So as atte this tyme y 
passe ouer to speke more of these good ladyes, and retome ayen 

I a to other thingges, whiche y shal shewe ynto you in other manere. 



M 



[CHAPTER CIV] 
[Of charity and forgiveness.] 

I faire doughtres, be ware and kepe you wett euermore Bewaitof 
that ye be not ouercome with the synne of yre orwrathe; forgiv* wiui 

patienos and 

x6 -^-^-■- for God saithe in the Oospett that we shulde foryeue all humility. 
oure mysdedes, and to be fuH of pacience and humylite ; for who- 
so desirithe vengeaunce, desirithe contrarie vnto the lyff of the 
soule; For who-so takithe vengeaunce upon his malefactoures, he 

ao lesithe the merite of humble sufferaunce & pacience, whereupon 
oure Lorde saith that '* rather make pees with thi neyghboure, 
and be in charite togedre, thanne thou come with discorde to 
make thine oblacion before mjn. auuter." For, furst be in charite Be in charity 

24 with ali creatoures, and thanne suerly make thine offeringe and fore offering 
praier; for Qod receyuithe not the praier nor oblacion of man Ood, 
nor woman that is in the synne of yre and wrethe. For God, 
that made the pater-noster, saithe in the praysing the fader of 

38 heuene, in ensaumple to alt creatoures how they shulde for- 
yeue, Et dimitte nobis debita nostra, that is to saye, God 
foryeue ys as we foryeue ; and as we desire to haue mercy and 
foxyeuenesse of God, right so we must foryeue a!! oure mysdoers, 

3^ euermore to be in charite. And who-so saithe or praieth his 

pater-noster in other wise, he is not in parfite charitee, *and eci.!.] ' 
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thanne his pnders are liteli or not acceptable. 'Wliereup[on] y 



not accept, shafi UtH jovL an ensanmple of a burioyse, a riche woman, as 
Anenmiiia J baue beitle it precbedy wbiche as by seming was a charitable- 
wtem au woman, and fult of ensaomples of good leaynge ; TiH: it be- 4 
charitable, feft that she toke siknesse and sbulde deye; and the person of 
the chirche, that was a perfit holy man and a good preest, and 
come forto shriue her, and herde her confession. And whanne 
she shnlde shriue her of the synne of yre, the preest laide vnto 8 
her that she sbulde be in^uerraj charitee, and foryeue dS. tho 
that had trespaced or offended her, in the same wise forto i^e 
foryeuenesse of alt them that she had do vnto ani offence. And 
until, ynhm as unto that article, she ansuered her confessour, that a woman ^^ 

dying, aha ' ' 

lefned to that was her neighboure had do ynto her so gret offence that she 
J^^ might neuer foryeue her with good herte. But this good ma», 
bi faire ensanmples, and with faire speche, saide ynto her in 
Then the that wisc, oure lorde Ihesa Crist forgaue paciently his dethe, and 16 

priest by the <• ^ • ^ • ^ 

example of also he saido ynto her another ensaumple of a kmghtis sone, 
in what wise, bi the counsaile of an holi heremyte, ynto whom 
he was shriue, he foryaue hem that had murdred and slayne 
his fader, bi the counsaile of the holy hermiie, whanne he ao 
shewed hym in what wise that almighti Ihesu. oure saueoure 
forgaue and perdoned hem \)ai crucified hjm ypon the crosse, 
with mani other deyoute and good ensanmples that he had - 
k^b^'* saide ynto the knightis sone, wherfor he forgaue the deth of his 34 
hb ft[tiS?r ^^^^ ^^ ^® reuerence of God, in so moche that upon a tyme as 
"J"']?*'™^ he ^kneled before the crosse, saieng hys praiers and deuocions, 
cui.2.] the crosse with the ymage bowed ynto hym, and [he] herde 

a yoys that saide to hym in this wyse, '' For as moche as thou a8 
haste foryeue the dethe of thi fader ynto hem that axed th^ 
mercy and grace, in the reuerence of me and of my passion, 
right so y foryeue the all thine offences and synnes ; and thou 
sbalt haue my grace euermore ; and in the ende of thi lyff thou 3a 
shalt duel! with me in the ioye of heuene euerlastinge ." A 
tried to per. in this manere this good holy preest counsailed this woman to 

■nade her to ova 

be in charity, foryeue the woman her neygheboare; but for no amonestement - 
nor counsaile that her gostely fader coude do nor say, she 36 
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wolde Dot pardone, she was bo fuli of yre, by encomberaance but she would 

. '^ *' not,anddtod 

of the deaett, bat she deyde in this foule dedly synne of wrathe in ang«r. 
and yre. So that in the same night this holy man dremed that The priest 

, , dreamed thftt 

4 hym semed by aaision how the deuett bare awey the soule of the deru 

*> " " ^ bare away 

this bnrioys, and that he sawe a gret foule tode sittyng ypon ^er soui, 
her herte ; and upon the morw, whanne the day is come, it was 
tolde ynto hym that she was dede ; wherfor that her kyn and 
8 frendes were alt sembled forto bery her, and sent for this 
preest to do her seruice fbrto bringe her body ynto the chirche, 
as it is the Tsaunce; but he ansuered hem that she shulde not and therefore 

he would not 

be beried, nother in the chirche, nother in none other holy place have her 

' ^ ^ ' ^ , ^ burled inthe 

I a where as the cristin bodyes were beried, for she deyde in dedly church, 
synne of wrethe and yre, and wolde not foryeue another woman 
that was her neyghboure, of certaine ^displesaunce that she had *[Foi. 4J6S. 

col. I.] 

ynto her; for the whiche cause, that she deied in dedly synne, she 
i6 was dampned; & more ouer he saideynto hem that there shulde 
be founde within her body, upon her herte, a foule tode. And And, when 

they opened 

for this cause her frendes were displesed with the person, and her body, a 

* * toad was 

saide it was not so, it was but a fafnltesi : but her frendes atte the fo""^ holding 

' L J ' b«r heart 

30 laste opened her dede body, and fonde it trewe that the preest 
had saide ynto hem, where they founde a foule orible tode with- 
in her body, that grapped her hei*te with her pawes, wherof 
they were hougely ameruailed. And thanne this holy man, this 

24 persone, coniured this foule tode, wherfor that he was there in 

that place, and what he dede. And this tode ansuered and The toad said 

he was a 

saide, that he was a deuett of hell, that by the space of twenty devii, who 

' ' *f r'f had tempted 

wynter he had tempted that woman vnto mani synnes, but her for 

•' * rf ' twenty yean^ 

a8 in special ynto that whereinne he fonde most auauntage, and 
that was in the synne of yre, or of wrathe, " for syn that tyme 
she had so gret wrath ynto her neygheboure that she wolde 
neuer foryeue it; for y putte so grete hate, that she might neuer 

3a beholde her with her sight but she were oute of charite. And 
that other day whan thou herdest her confession, y was ypon and pre- 

■ vented her 

her herte, and grapped it so sore with my iiij pawes, and from yielding 

^ to the per- 

helde it so streite and enpoysoned, that she might haue no wilt suasions of 

toe priost* 

36 to yeue foryeuenesse. And yet atte one tyme y had gret fere 
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that thow hast not take her away from me, and conuerted her 

*[Foi. iSb, with thine longe prechinge and * good ensaumples; but as now 

y haue the uictorie in suche wise as she is myne, and shal be 

dampned in heU for euermore." And alt the peple that were 4 

aboute, and herde this ' thinge, thei were aferde and hoogely 

ameruailed, and durst no more speke to burye her within no 

holy place ; but the body was ordeyned for, as longpithe therto. 

An •zampto So this is good ensaumple how euery creatoure owithe to be in 8 

should be at loue and charitee, and to be mercifull vnto hem that axe 

peace and ' 

<*«*ty. mercy^ and to foryeue with good herte ; and who that witt not 
foryeue, may not be foryeue of God, and thanne might fatt in 
such peri!t as ye haue herde of this woman the burgoise. x^ 



That people 
■hould hasten 
to reeeire 
visitors, 



A knight 
came home 
from a long 
Toyage, 



and brought 
two gowns for 
his nieces, 

but one kept 
him waiting 
while she 
dressed 
herself, 

• [Fol. 46, 
col. 1.] 



[CHAPTEK CV.] 

Off hem that shulde come in the same estate as they be, 
and shew hem selff in suche wise, whanne thaire frendes 
and cosynes come forto uisite hem and to see hem, 
wherof y shatt teH: you an ensaumple. 16 

THer was a knight, a noble man, that had ben oute in 
straunge uiage byyende the gret see ; and he hadde ij 
fayre neces, the whiche he had norisshed, and afterwarde 
he maried hem and loued hem meruaylously. And, in the comyng ao 
homwarde from his yiages, he bought for eche of hem a gowne 
of the best and goodlyest shappe and deuise as atte that tyme, 
and welt & richely furred. And it happed he come late ynto 
the manoyre and place of one of his neces, and cried and called 34 
for her, and sent ynto her that she shulde come and see hym. 
And she *went streite ynto her chaumbre, forto array her in 
the most fresshe wise, and sent hym worde that she wolde come 
to hym in haste ; and so the knight abode and sawe his nece aS 
come not, and sent ayen ynto her, and she ansuered and praied 
he wolde not thenke it longe, for she wolde come ynto hym 
anone. So the knight abode so longe ynto the tyme he dia- 
deyned therof that his nece taried so longe, and come not ynto 3^ 
hym, by as moche as he hadde by longe tyme be in straunge 

» MS. «<Mid herde tbu & heide this." 
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contre, and that she liad not see hym a gret while before, and 

toke his horse, and rode his waye, and went forto see his other m he wene 

.__ KWtkJf And 

nece. And as faste as she herde the uoys of hym, she knewe it went to th« 

J J * other nlMe, 

4 was her yncle that hadde be so longe oute of the centre ; not- 
withstondinge this woman a litett before, for her playser and 
disports, toke upon her to make lenein for brede of whete, 
and with her hondes as thei were, pasted with the leuein that 

8 she handeled, al floury, in the estate as she was, she comithe who hMtened 

to meet him* 

forthe with gret ioye, and enbraced hym plesauntly betwene 
her armes, and saide vnto hym, "My dere lorde and vncle, ye be 
right welcome ! in the same astate as y herde youre voys, y am 

I a come to you for the gladnesse that y haue of youre presence 
and of youre comynge as this tyme ; but that y am come in so 
symple a wyse before you, plese you to foryeue it me." And the 
knight rewarded vnto the womanhode and manere of his nece, 

i6 and within her selfif he praised her gretly, and he loued her 
moche the more thanne euer before. And he ffaue her the ii so he g»Te 

"^ her both 

gownes * that he had ordeined and bought for her and her sown*, 
suster ; and so she that come ioyfuUy in the state that she was coi. 2.] ' 

20 in before her vncle, she wanne two gownes; and she that taried 
to arraye her self so queintly, she loste the grace and loue of 
her yncle. And, therfor, she that come before her vncle in 
BVLch arraie as she was inne, and ^ afterwarde she went into her 

34 chaumbre and abeled her self in the best manere, and sin saide 
vnto her vncle, " Y haue aparailed my selff in this wise to do 
you the more honestly sendee," she wanne the loue and the 
grace of her vncle. Wherfor, by this ensaumple, how a woman 

a8 may with her worshipp^ come to receyue her kyn, or [be] perfit 
founde, in suche arraye and habilement as she is inne for the 
tyme. And there was a boronesse that was a ffood lady, and a baroneM 

o J> would not 

she wolde not but seldom vse her fresshe arraie, neither in the o'^" w«<^ 

her fine 

3a atyre of her hede nor for her body ; wherfor her seruauntes ^^^^ I 
women saide vnto her, " Madame, for what cause plese it you 
not to holde youre self beter beseyn in youre vesture ? " and she 
ansuered her and saide, " And y were euery day in my good 

^ Leave out and. 
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which she array, and richely clothed, how moche and wberof shulde y be 

kept for great ^ "* 

occasions, amended the day of the high fest, or whanne y most repaire 
vnto the presence of my princesee and of other ladies 1 for the 
Ysaunce of the Freshenesse^ and of goodly array requirithe 4 
tyme and place ; for euery day lyke to other is thinge eomune, 
it is selden praised." \car chose commtme n'est point pri8%ei\ 



[CHAPTER CfVL] 

[Of a maid who was saved by a knight.] 

• [F01.46&. nr Shatt tett you an ensaumple of a knight that * faught and 8 
AfiUse I ^®^® bataile for the loue of a faire malde. Ther was 

knight, duellinge, in the centre of a gret lorde, a falce knight that 

required and praied a fayre yonge mayde of loue for his foule 
delite; and she wolde not consent to his desire for no thinge of la 
beheste, or in ani other wise, but that she kepte her self in 
for revenge, clenncEse of virginite. And in despite hereof, the knight thought • 

in hym selff that he wolde do her disworship^ and displesaunce; 
polwned ^^^ ^^ treson he enpoysoned an aple, and gaue it vnto this mayde 16 
^!?,for*the *^ ^®^ ^^ "^^^^ *^® lordes sone. And this yonge woman bare it 
u!d charged forth vnto this childc, by the whiche he was enpoisoned; and 
murdiT. thanne this untrue knight accused her, and saide J'at she hadde 

take and receyued gret rewarde of the lordes enemys to enpoison to 
his childe ; so that this yonge roayden was dispoiled vnto her 
smocke, and oixleined forto [be] brent in the fyre ; and she wepte 
and made gret lamentacion vnto God, besechinge hym to be her 
comfort, and she was not gylty, and that it was the false knight 24 
of whom she hadde resseiued the aple to here it ynto the childe. 
But the knight denied it, and there was none forto offende * this 
mayde, nor that durst fight for her in that quarelt ayenst the 
But God sent kuight: he was renomed so worthi a man in armes. But almighti 28 

a knight to ° ^ ° 

fight for her, Q^^^ fji^t hclpith cucry rightfuK true cause, had pitee vpon this 
mayde, that was Innocent of the dethe of the lordes childe ; and 
as by auenture of the grace of God, there come a worthi knight 
ycalled Fatrydes in the defence of the mayden, as she shulde 3a 

co^?*] *^' ^® putte into the * fire. The knight behelde her wepinge and 

* MS. " Frenshenesse." • %/or defende; Bee "defence," 1. 32. 
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makinge so gret sorw, be liadde pite vpon her, and enquired of 
her the cause of her disese ; and she tolde hym from point to 
point of euery thing the trouthe as it was, wherof the most 
4 party of the peple bare her recorde & witnesse. And thanne and in the 

^ '^ ^ *^ ^ - ^ duel he de- 

the noble knight; that was pi tons and had compassion upon this g^ th« 
mayden, gaged bataile ayenst the false knight, and there was 
a sore bataile betwene hem bothe ; but the discoraiitture befell 

8 upon the fals knight, and was mischeued for his falsnesse ; and 
upon the point of his dethe he knowlaged ait the treson that he 
had wrought ayenst this yong mayde. But yt happed so that bat wm him. 
the good knight was hurte in .y. parties of his body with .y. to dc*th. 

xa dedly woundes, wherthomgh that he must nedely deye. And 
whanne he was disarmed, he sent his sherte, that was pershed in 
.y. places and n^ blody, ynto the mayden for whom he hadde do 
his bataile. And Bhe resseiued it, and kepte hit att her lyue, and 

i6 praied for hym contynuelly, for the gret goodnesse and kinde- 
nesse that he shewed ynto her, to suffre deth for her deliueraunce, 
and for to respite her dethe and aquite her of att shame and 
att falce accusacion of treson, and oueroome her ennemie, and 

20 made her free for euermore. Right so oure lorde Ihem Crist so Jems 

° Christ our 

faught for us, for the gret compassion and pitee that he hadde ^^!j^^^^^ 
upon att humaigne lynage, whanne he deliuered us from the^* 
derkenesse of hett and dampnacion perpetuel, where as [he] faught 

34 for us by the yertu of his glorious passion, whanne he * suffred * [FoI- 47. 
for us his .y. woundes ypon the crosse, and bought us with his 
precious blode, and receiued dethe for oure redempcion and 
deliueraunce, and fraunchised us of att thraldome, and restored 

2S us ayen ynto his ioye and blisse euermore lastinge; and thorugh 
hys mercy, debonairet[e], and yertu, and for loue and pitee that 
he hadde ynto att his creatoures. And in this ensaumple eueri ^n example 

^ how all 

man and woman aught to haue pitee and sorw of the disese of '^^^^ ^^^® 

° ^ pitjronotlien. 

32 thaire frendes neighboures, and ypon the poure creatoures of 
God, — Bight so as the knight had pite upon the mayde, — and 
to wepe pitously, as wepte the good ladyes after oure lorde 
IhesvL Crist, whanne he bare the crosse to be crucified, and sufire 

36 dethe for oure synnes. 
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[CHAPTEK CVIL] 
[Of the three Maries, and of charity to the dead«] 

The three iNother ensaumple there is. of the iij Maries, whiche cam 

Maries came /% r r t ' 

early to Ijk erly in the morw vpon Pasque, forto anoynt the body of 

Lord's body, -^-»- q^j.^ lorde IhesvL Crist, for thei had made precious oyne- 4 

ment of gret coste, and they had deuocion to serue God euermore, 

as thei that Were brennynge in the loue of his seruice. And 

there thei fonde the aungett, that saide unto hem how oure 

and found he lorde IhesvL Crist was resuscited, wherof thei hadde stret ioye: 8 

had risen ^ w .# * 

H^io, ||,ixcL for that gret gladnesse, thei went and tolde vnto the apo- 

steles of his resurreccion. This good ladyes wached longe tyme 
forto make this precious oyneipEient ; and thei arose before the 
Sonne risinge, supposinge to haue anointe the precious bodi la 
of oure lorde before his resurreccion, that thei shulde haue 
do her seruice. Wherfor here is a good ensaumple hou that 
eueri good woman that is wedded, or of religion, aught to 

• [Foi. 47. be * curious, and diligent, and wakinge in the seruice of God, 16 

ooL 2 1 

thei that may do it, for thei shatt be guerdoned an hundred 

sithes double; as were these .iij. holy ladyes whiche God loued and 

When Nero cuhaunced. It is redde in the cronicles of Rome, that whanne 

martyred the 

Christians, the empcroure Nero and other tirauntes of the lawe martired ao 

good bidies 

buried their the holy sciutes, (as it is contened in thaire legendis,) that the 
good ladies of Home toke the bodies that were dede, and 
beried hem priuely, and dede hem gret worships ; and also thei 
arose erly, and serued God with good deuocion. And al were 14 
it so that in that tyme there were mani tyrauntes, neuertheles 
there were mani good women and charitable, and blessed ladies 
futt of pitee, bothe in Rome and in mani other places, where 
daV'^liit ^ y trowe now atte this day the charitee and holy seruice of a8 
sown?* ****°'^ women is right thinne ysowen ; for there be mani that haue 
more thaire herte upon the worlde, and forto obeye ynto the 
worldely plesaunce, than to the honoure and seruice of God. For 
thei dispose hem selff more to make hem selff fressh arraied, 3a 
forto be loued ypon of sum yonge louers, thanne for any other 
entent. But and suche women dede tfiaire peyne to come and 
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here the seruice of Qod, and forio saie deuoutlj thaire praiers, 
as the! haue thaire thoughtis elljs where, and as they putte 
thaire diligence to make hem selff gay, goodly hehauing in 

4 fresshenesse, vnto the worlde, and also to eschewe al! manere 
of speche, or forto berkyn the iangelyng of foly plesaunce, whiles 
thei hen in holy place, and in the chirche, it were the beste 
for afi Buche women ; for yef thei wolde not refuse and putte 

5 * awaye suche vsaunce, thei displese gretly Qod, and they shalt *rFoi.47^. 
be punisshed withoute mesure for thaire synne. 

CHAPTER CVm. 
[Of the example of the flre wise virgins.] 

T Hereupon it is also saide, now a dayes, or these faire Young i«diM 
yonge ladies mow arise, or they haue kemed ber hede, |J'*^JJ,'°JJt 
and iurred or avised hem selff in a mirrour, and atyred ^J^'^J^giJ^ 
hem selff with thaire riche & fressbe atyre, the procession is ^*^ ^ 
past, and alt the masses and seruice is songe & doo ; wherof as 
1 6 by ensaumple God spekithe in the Gospell of suche women, 
of .y. maydenes that were purueyed by thaire good pi-udence 
of oyle, light, and lompes, and Were diligent to wasshe, and, to whom, m 

, an example, 

whanne the spouse was ycome by night, they entreted* with hym God .poke of 

ao into the ioye and gladnesse of his duellyng place, and saide the virgins, 
yatis be redy opin vnto hem. But there were other .v. f>at »n<|^« ^^e 
were inprudent, that slept e and were not purueyed, nother of 
lyght, oyle, nor lampe ; and wbanne they come and wolde haue 

34 entred into the place, they fonde the gatis shette and closed 
ayenst hem, and the lorde the espouse saide vnto hem, whanne 
thei wolde haue entred, that he knew hem not, for they were 
come to late. So that, like vnto this ensaumple, y doute there be 

a8 mani suche women as be slouthfutt and slepe whanne thei shulde 
wake in the seruice of God, and shulde be purueyed of a!l suche 
thingges as longithe vnto the saluacion of thaire soules, that is, in 
good werkis and holy praiers, and forto haue grace of God. And tl'^/^l^^, 

33 y doute me that they tarie and haste hem not of thaire amende- S^onilifeT'* 
ment, in truste of longe lyff unto her ende, of *the whiche ende *J[f J|j *^^* 
* Read " entred," Fr, entrbrent : see line ^6, 

10 
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of tliaire lyff they haue no snertee, nor know the day nor the 
bnt.iikath6 hoore. Y BUppose thei shatt iinde the irate shette of thaire 

fooltohvir- . . . 

gins^tbeymay gauacion, & shall be saide vnto hem as was saide ynto the .▼. 

cometooUto. 

maidenes that were folys, that slepte and were vnpuraeyed, the 4 
espouse knowithe hem not; and than it shal be to late, the 
repentinge^ for there is none recoueraunce of tyme. And they 
shal be shamfuti whanne they see hem selff departed from God 
and his holi seintes, and forto be ledde ynto the waye of hetl, g 
with the horrible companye of the fendes, where as is cruel 
payne and sorw continuel, that neuer shal haue ende. Alas! 
How dear how doro it shafi be soldo the queintise, the plesaunt folyes, 

then will BMni 

^•^*J"<rfand the foule delytis, that haue be used for flesshely delectacion la 

and worldely plesaunce; right so and by that waye shuli passe 
Bat the good the womeu that haue leued sinfully ; and the ]good women vnto 

women will 

go to biifls the blisse euerlastinge, for thei shatt goo with thaire espowse, ]>at 
the wise is to saie, with God her creature. And they shatt fynde the gret i6 

virgins. ' •/ •/ o 

gate wyde opin vnto hem, forto entre into the gret ioye,bi as moche 

as they were diligent and wakinge with the light of her lampes, of 

the espowse, that is to saye, that they had do holy werkes, and 

were redi purueyed, by clennesse of good, abyding the houre of ao 

the dethe, to departe oute of this worlde ioyefutt; and were not 

encombered nor heui to slepe in synne ; but euei*more they helde 

hem selff clone and oute of synne, and they were ofte tymes sbriue, 

and kepte hem self oute of dedely synne, and loued and dredde 24 

coi^i*! ^' ^^ aboue * att thinge. For who that louithe God, he kepithe 

Who loveth hym selff clone, and hatith synne. For synne is displesaunce vnto 

huuMif clean. Qod, and departithe the creatoures from tte lyff euerlastinge, as 

ye haue herde here by ensaumple, hi the worde of God in the 28 
Gospelt. 



[CHAPTER CIX.] 
[Of the Virgin Mary.] 

4. 

t^Th th^ *1V"T ^^ y ®^*^ ^^^^ ^^^® speke vnto you of a lady that hathe 
Esther of the I ^ ^^ paraile, that is, she, the right glorious mayden Marie, 32 
Saviour, -L 1 g^^d moder of the Saueoure of the worlde. And this is 
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80 hig^ an ensaumple, that it may not be discreued, the whiche 
the hig[h]nesse, the beauute that her eone Ih^^u bathe enhaonced 
her aboue all the heuenly thingges, as the renouun of hym, 
4 her eone that is God and man, right so the renouun of this whose renown 

^ ' ^ !■ everlEBting. 

heuenly quene, moder and maide, is euerlastinge, whiche as for 
her gret humilite she dred her sone more than euer dede mcder, 
for she knew wett from whennis he come^ and what he was, 
8 and therfor she was the chaumbre and the temple of God, who wm 

msde the 

where as was made the espoisait, and the alyaunce and knyt- temple of 
tynge of the godhede vnto the manhode, diuinite ynto humanite. 
Bi this glorious mayde is come the lyff and the saluacion of 
12 mankynde. God wolde that she were espowsed and wedded vnto God wedded 

her to Joseph, 

the holy man loseph, that was an olde rightfatt man ; for God an old good 

man, 

wolde be borne witAinne the bonde of holy mariage, in ful- 
fellyng and forto obeye vnto the lawe, and forto eschewe the 
i6suspecion of the worldely speche. And also that the blessed timt she 

should hftve 

mayde shulde haue companie to plese her forto kepe her and a guide and 

protector : 

for *to gouerne her and to lede her into Egipte. And it *rFoi. 48, 
befett that whanne loseph aperceiued that she was gret with 
ao childe, he wolde haue forsake her, and saide he knew wel that 
the childe was not his; but that same night the fader of heuene and toid 
almishti sent vnto loseph his auncel uisibly, that saide vnto she was with 

® ^ 1 i. child by the 

loseph that he shulde no thinge doute nor be abasshed, for Hoiy Ghost. 

34 she had conceiued a childe by the vertu of the holy gost, the 
whiche shulde be redempcion and saluacion of alt the worlde. 
And thanne this olde loseph had gi*et ioye, and peyned hym And Joseph 
selff to do her worshipp^ and seruice, for he knewe wel that 

a 8 by the profitees as they had profesyed that the Bone of God 
shulde be Incamat of mayde that hight Marie, and visibly 
shulde be sayne man here in erthe ; whereof loseph thanked and thanked 
God humbly of his grace and reuelacion, that it liked vnto his 

33 goodnesse to make hym so worthi to see here with his eyen 
and to be seruaunt vnto her that was the clene mayde and 
moder vnto God and man. And in the same wise the holy But Mary 
mayden honoured and was obeissaunt ynto her husbonde loseph, to her hus. 

... band; 

36 wherein the scripture praisithe her highly ; and for as moche 

10—2 
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also as the aunge]} fonde her solytarle in the temple, in de- 
an example to uocion & praier euermore contynuelly, whiche is ensaumple to 

every young 

ladyandevery euerv ffood ladv that IS yonge, and to euery" good woman to 

good woman. " ^ ^^ . . . 

be devouute in the praief, and in the seruice of Qod, and 4 
to loue clennesse, & to be humble and charitable. Also, the 
scripture praisithe her hily, this blessed mayden, by as moche 
« [Foi. 48^. as she was sumdel * abaisshed and douted whanne the aungeli 

col, L] 

Mary asked salued her ; and whanne she demaunded how, in what wise, she 8 

aiaveachud, might concoiue a childe that neuer had companie ne flesshely 

manr knowinge of man; and the aungeit assured her, and saide that 

she shulde haue no drede, nor be ameruailed therof, for she 

shulde be fulfelled with the holy goste, and that there was no la 

thinge inpossible ynto Qod, that is to saie, God may werke and 

but likewise do att thinge unto hys plesaunce. And in the same wise, her 

her cousiii 

Elizabeth had cosyne Elizabeth had conceyued childe, that vj monthes had 

conceived in 

her old age, be bareyu and passed age forto here childe. And whanne the 16 
aungelt had assured her in this wise, she ansuered and saide 
vnto the aungeli, ^' Lo ! here the chaumbrere of almighti God ! 
so be it do unto me upon thi worde as thou hast saide ! " 
and Mary This blessod lady Marie, she wolde furst wete how it might be ; ao 
it might be, but Eue, oure furst moder, wrought not in that wise, for she 
trowed to lyghtly whanne the serpent made her to breke 
the comaundement of God in Paradys, whanne she bote upon 
the appilt, whereby she was deceyued, as mani other symple 94 
women be now a dayes, that trowen lightly flateringe of foles, 
wherby they fal into synne and vnto ynclennesse, for they 
enqueren not, nor take no reward* nor doute not, the last ende 
of suche thinges ar thei consent to doo, that is to saie, worships a8 
for welt doinge, or shame and punissyon for synne. Wherfor 
doubting, In the glorious maydeu Marie, by as moche as of her yertuons 
tm £Tknew* prudence she douted whanne she resseiued the annunciacion bi 
wasfromGod. the aungeS, tin she * knewe hym for the messenger of God, 3a 
coL2.'] ' axinge how it might be that a mayde shulde conseiue and 
here a childe ; wherby is gret ensaumple ynto you alt women, 
that whanne there is saide or reported ani thinge ynto you, 
that neither ye ansuere ne consent till ye be assured what may ^5 
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befalt vnto you in the ende, worship or blame, as by this glorious 
mayde Marie ye haue ensaumple. 

[CHAPTER ex.] 
[Of the Virgin Mary as an example of humility.] 



'X 



Lso, aH holy scripture praisithe this noble ladi of gret Holy scrip- 
ture praiseth 

humilite that was in her, whanne the aungett saide Mary for her 

' ° humiUty, 

vnto her that she shulde be moder vnto the kinge, and 

sdnne of God, of whom the kingdom and reigne shulde be ende- 

8 lesly; notwithstondinge att this, she humilied and* obeied her self, 

saieng she was an humble ohaumbrere and seryaunt vnto God, 

withoute ani presumpcion, but desiringe the witt and plesaunce u desiring 

'^ *^ ' ° * only the will 

of almighti God to be fulfelled in her euermore, whiche plesed »?^P^®f"*"* 
12 hig^y vnto the fader almighty, the gret lowlinesse of this 
blessed mayde; and for that humilite she was chose the most 
worthi of alt creatoures, and so plesaunt unto the diuinite, 
that, within her pure uirginalite of her flesshe, blode, and 
i6 bone, the Sone of God toke humanite; wherthorugh here an example ta 

all good 

is good ensaumple vnto ait women to loue this vertu offo™?"®' 
humilite, that is to saie, to be humble vnto God and vnto 
the worlde, and for a wedded woman to be obedient and 
ao humble vnto her husbonde. For, as the scripture saithe, who 
that makithe hym selff lytell by waye of humilite, he shal 
be moch, and enhaunced by grace of God *vnto worships. And •[Poi.49, 

coK l.j 

for certayne, God and the aungelt praie and loue more humilite 
34 thanne ani other vertu : for it destroiethe pride, whiche is the which de- 

^ ' . . stroyeth 

synne most displesaunt vnto God, as it sheuithe that for the p'^^*)?*® ^ 
same synne the aungett felt oute of heuene. And therfor g^""* ^ 
euery woman shulde be humble & curteys, and thenke upon 
a8 the glorious maide Marie, as for the most good ensaumple 
vnto att women. 

A Lso the scripture praisithe this good lady for her cur- ture praiseth 

IM , her courtesy 

/-% tesye & good nature, whanne she went forto uisite her and good- 

2 M f o nature, as 

92 "^ cosyn seint Elizabeth, and the childe that was withinne shown in 

9* J ' ^ visiting 

her, whiche was seint lohn the baptist, reioyed by the grace of EUzabeth; 
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the holy goat. And seint Elizabeth^ Baieng VBto oure lady that 
she was blessed abone all women, for the fruit that was with- 
in her, and that it was not reson the moder of the Sone of 
Qod shulde come to uisite so pore as she was. And in this 4 
wyse full goodly thei reuerenced and obeyed eche to other, 
an example as louyng cosynes and parentys. As by ensaumple hereof 

how we ought i x x i • 'j. j 

to love and ye may see how ye aught to loue, uisite, and reuerence yonre 

visit our 

kindred. kyn, and eche vnto other, in the manere as ye haue herde of 8 
these ij good ladies, & not forto sale that, — as there be som 
amonges women that of that gret pride they sayn, — ^^'Y am 
the gretter gentilt woman, and of the more nob) lynage, 
and gretter maistresse, wher she shal come rather vnto me; " la 
or ellys thei be envyeusis whiche shi^ goo forst np on the 
ofiferande, forto haue most of the vayne glorie of the worlde. 
• [Foi.49, So that there be mani women that haue thay*re hertys suolt 

col. 2.] . • . 

For many be fult of pride and euuye, as atte diuerse assemblees and festis x6 
and pride, thei auyse to be the furst yset and serued, and haue the 
honoure, or ellis for despite they wilt not ete nor drinke, for 
the gret enuie that is within hem. Wherfor ye may see that 
who think sucho womeu thenke litelt upon the humilite and curtesye that ao 
hamiiityof was betwcnc thcse two ladies, Marie and Elizabeth. Wherfor 

these two 

ladies. wete it welt, that suche creatoures, so full of vein glorie and 

enuye, thei shall be sore punisshed for thaire synne, and litelt 
sette by in the sight of Qod ; and as saithe the good lady, qaene ^4 
Ester, that, " ay the more that a woman is of gret birthe and 
noble lynage, she shulde be the more humble and curteys,'' 

Byhumuity for by the vertu of humilite the pore is enhaunced and the 

the poor is • • o 

enhanced and riche is y Worshipped. For the pore semithe hym selff in grete ^^ 
wonbipped. worships, whanne he is cherisshed of the riche; and the rich 3 
is gretly honoured whanne he is beloued of the pore ; as unto 
the riche forto haue good renouun, and forto be beloued, and 
forto uisite thaire pore lynage, and to susteyne hem in honoure, 3> 
as ye may take ensaumple of the queue of heuene, that uisited 
and worshipped her cosyne ^ seint Elizabeth, that was a good 
blessed woman. 

» MS. « toByne." 
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[CHAPTER CXL] 

[Of the Virgin Mary as an example of pity 

and of suffering.] 

Iso, the scripture praisithe highly this holy mayden Marie, aim Mary is 

praised for 

in as moche as she went ynto Galilee vnto a manage^ W pity, 
where as the wyne failed atte the feest ; and this good 
lady had pitee therof, and she required her sone Ihem, as hy 
manere of complayninge, by as * moche as the wyne was failled; 
8 find the benigne lorde Uiega Crist, knowinge the entent and • [Foi. 495. 
desire of his moder, turned the water into wyne, for he had pitee i^^^^jiing her 
upon that he sawe his moder pitouse ; and, therfor, bi this wie*r*iSo° 
good ensaumple how that a woman aught to haue pitee upon ^^^' 
12 her parentys, kyn, and frendes, and upon the pore peple, and 
helpe and socour hem in att that she may, for it is gret 
charitee and fraunchise nature!l. And after this, the glorious Mary lost her 
maiden went after her sone, whanne he was goo from her when he'dia- 

puted with 

16 forto dispute & preche ayenst the lues and the maistres of the Jews; 
the lawe, and she west, not where he was bycome. And she 
fonde hym whanne she had sought hym longe tyme, and saide 
unto hym in this wise, '' My faire sone, youre parens and frendes 

20 & y haue had gret fere and doute forto go and seche you." 
And he ansuered his moder, that suche as were his parens 
and frendes, tho were they that fulfelled the comaundementis 
and the wilt of his fader in heuene. Wherof the lues and 

24 the wise men were highly ameruailed of his gret prudence 
and science that was of so yonge age. After this sorw, that 
she went to haue loste her sone, she hadde another, for 
whan she offered hym in the temple vnto the holy Symeon, also she 

, offered him 

28 that gretly had desired forto see hym, and euer praied vnto intheTempie, 
Gk>d that he shulde not deye vnto the tyme that he might 
see with his eyen the sone of God, the helthe and redemptoure 
of mankinde, thanne by the grace of the holy gost he sawe and simeon 

.^ o J c> ^ thanlcedGod 

32 knewe hym yerraly, and thanne he tha[n]ked God, and saidethathesaw ^ 
with high yoys, " Lo ! he^'re the clere light, and the sauement coi. 2.i 
of the worlde." And also Symeon saide ynto the moder of savioS, * 
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and prophe. Jhesa that she shuld* see the tyme whanne the swerde of sorw 

aonowto shnlde pensshe thoragh her herte^ that is to saje, that she 

shulde see hym euSre his holy passion from the beginnynge 

ynto the ende, for the whiche ynnethe there was ani defence 4 

betwene his passion and her sorugh, sauing the dethe for oure 

anexampieto redempcion. And, therfor, by this is good ensaumple ynto att 

othen to bow 

^^ ladies and good women, that whan the quene of heuene and lady 
of the worlde had so gret sorw in this worlde, that none other 8 
creatoure anght not to be ameruailed to suffre displesaimce and 
ynese, whanne so high a lady suffered and endured so gret sorw 
and tribulacion. And therfor we aught wel to suffre and 
forto haue pacience ; and we that be continuelly in synne, and la 
futt of ynclennesse, and that for oure Iniquite and synfufi 
desertis deserue euermore punission, we aught not by reson 
to be spared to endure and suffre ti*ibulacion and sorw for oure 
deseruinge, where as the sone of God spared not his owne blessed 16 
moder to suffre her to be sorufaS that neuer offended. 

[CHAPTER CXIL] 
[Of other examples of oharity«J 
Nd that ait ladyes and women shulde be pitous and chari-* 



A 



^saiBg r% ^^K as by ensaumple of the holy lady that distributed ap 
ouuwehjtfit- "^ Bud gaue for the loue of God the gret partie of the good 
Able ladies, ^^|. g}^^ ]jj^^ ^j^^ ^ eusaumplo of her in the same wise as seint 

Elizabeth, seint Luce, seint Cecile, and mani other ladyes that 
were charitables, they gauen the most parte of thayre good vnto 34 
pore peple that were * in necessite and mischeef, as it is expressed 
*{Foi.£io, and shewed in thaire lesende; as y sh^ shew you hi the 

col. 1.] o ' y y 

ensaumple of a good ladi of Rome. As she was atte her masse, 
she loked behinde her, and she aspied a pore [wo]man that a8 
andofakdy trembeled for colde in a gret froste and colde .wynter ; wherof 

ofRome^wbo , " , * • 

aeeing a poor this good ladi had grete pitee, and she cleped the pore woman 

woman at i i j* i 

maw took her ynto her, and lefte the masse, and led her home vnto her^ hous, 

home to 

clothe her, ^nd priuely this lady gaue her a gowne welt furred, and other 3a 
clothinge as was nedefiiit ynto her; wherof ther filt gret 

1 MS. his. 
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miracle, for the preest that was atte messe might neuer speke andtheiirieit 

. A could not 

worde vnto the tyme that the ladi was come ayen. And as sone spwktui her 

•^ ^ ^ return} 

as she was come, the preest had his speche and his voys, and saw 
4 in auision the cause, that for the pitee that oure lady hadde upon 
the pore naked woman that she went forto clothe, that the preest 
shulde abide of in his masse ynto her cominge ayen, for the loue 
of the gret charite and pitee that she had upon the pore woman. 
8 For Qod receiued before his aungelt that almessedede in gret 
praisinge, for the goodnesse & humilite of the lady. Whereby here an example 
is a good ensaumple vnto ladies, & vnto alt women, in what wise ^^ P*^f*^ 

^ ^ ' ' with charity, 

they shulde be charitable and futt of almesdedes vnto alt crea- 
13 toures, as fer forthe as they haue powere; for almesdede plesithe 
moche vnto almighti God, for it comithe of fre nature, and of 
good loue vnto Qod, and to a!& creatoures that be in necessitee. 

[CHAPTER CXIIL] 

[Of examples of good living and ohastity.] 

1$ TV'T Ow here before y haue spoke of the glorious maide ]ila*rie, • (Poi. so, 
I ^ ^^^ whom there may be no comparison; and there shatt or Roman 
now be sheued you of the good ladyes that were vnaraied, iwed 'chaste- 

,17 and 

duellynge in Borne, the bifore tyme thei had be maried, and deaniy,* 
ao how after that they leued chastely, denly, and holyly in thaire 
manere, and wered crounes in token of clennesse and chastite ; 
but it shulde be longe tyme to reherse and speke of hem att 
before tyme and comynge of oure lorde Jhesn Crist, and it bathe 
34 be founde in the Bible. And after y tett you of sum good 
ladyes that haue be syn the nwe testament, that is to sein, sen 
God was borne of the holy mayden Marie; and, as the scripture for as scrip. 

. . . . tore praiseth 

praisithe the good ladies of that tyme, it is resona that we good ladies of 

old times, so 

a8 praisen sjim ladies of the tyme whiche that we be, and of suche thoaid we 
a^ in oure knowinge, as y shaH sale of euery astate an en- uve now, 
saumple or twey, forto shew ensaumple ynto other; for the 
goodnesse and worshippe of hem that be now in oure dayes 

3a shulde not be hidde nor withdrawe, but they shulde be praised 
and putte in memorie, and regestred perpetuelly, as welt as 
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OF WOMEN OF NOBLE FAMILIES, 



Of 

Jeume, late 
Queen of 
VimocB, 



• [Pol. 50b. 
col. 1.1 



and many 
other noble 
ladiea. 



who lived 
good lives, 
and should 
be praised. 



Of a noble 
and foir wife, 



who had an 
• ungoodly * 
husb&nd, 
whom she 
lored and 
honoured. 



they ihai were here before, withoute ani disdajne., And forst 
y shewe joa of the noble princesse Johanne, now late qnene of 
Fraonce, for she was a woman charitable and of good lyff, foli 
of deuocion and of almesdedes ; and she kepie her astate so 4 
noble, and of so good ordenaunce, that it were gret thinge to 
recorde from point to point and in at) wises. After, j putte the 
duchesse et cetera, that hathe had moche to snffre, and euermore 
she * hathe kepte her self in holy lyuinge, whiche were longe8 
thinge to reherce and ieH of her goodnesse and vertnous 
condicion. And also it is not to foryete the countesse moder 
ynto the erle et cetera, how that nobly she gouerned her selff and 
used holy lyff. Also, of a baronesse that was of this contree, la 
faire and yonge, the age of xxv wynter whanne her lorde 
deide, the whiche was gretly required and desired of mani 
lordes and knigthis; but for the loue that she had ynto her 
lorde her husbonde, and vnto the children, she wolde neuer i6 
after be wedded, but lyued in gret perfeccion, wherof that she is 
highly forto be praised. And this good ladi was the baronesse 
Darius. 

[CHAPTERS CXIV, CXV.] 

[Examples of wives who hare honoured and ao 
attended their hnsbands.] 
k Iso, y shaft tel! you of a lady that was a knightez wif, how 
U^ it befeft vnto her sin the tyme and loumey of Crecy, the 
whiche is xxyj^ wynter agone *. This lady was faire and ^4 
yonge and right gretly desired, but for no thinge she wolde not be 
wedded, but she loued and norisshed her children worshipfully 
and goodly; wherof that she had gret praisinge of the worlde. 
And yet she was moche more preised in tyme of her husbonde, a8 
for her husbonde was ungoodly, and right unlykly to haue so 
faire a lady; for she was a gentiH woman and of worthi lynage, 
more thanne was her husbonde, and neuertheles she wor- 
shipped and loued her husbonde as moche as thow he had be 3> 
the most goodly man of the royalme, and she dred hym and 
serued hym humbly, wherof the peple praised her memeylously. 
^ Twenty-five years since the battle of Crecj. 
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And for ^this cause this lady owitbe weit forte be putte in «cfo1. 606. 
rememberaunce amonge other ladyes that were good, for there 
was neuer no reproche founde in her womanhode. And now y ofanoue 
4 sbalt tefi you of another good ladie, the wiff of a knight, and wife whose 

buslMuid waf 

she was faire and yonge and of noble lynage, and her hnsbonde ▼•nr old, 
was right auncien, and turned ayen into childehode for age; 
and for siknesse and febilnesse he made the issues of his 

8 purgacions oueral and in his bedde, as a yonge childe ; but this 
good lady was euermore entendaunt aboute hym, and serued 
him in as humble wise as thou she had be a chaumbrere. And 
ynnethe there might haue be founde a woman but atte sum 

13 tyme she wolde haue lothed her, or ellys to haue be right 

scoymous to ^ haue do the seruice as thes good lady serued her whom she 

"L 1 J 11 A • 1 served con- 

husbonde contynuelly. And atte diuerse tymes she was sent tinuaiiy, 
for to come vnto the daunces atte the festes amonge other ladyes, 
i6 but right selden she wolde not come thereatte, nor no thinge 
might withholde her but that she was euermore redy atte the 
houre that she west to do her lord* seruice. And as ofte tymes though often 

prayed to 

it was sayde vnto her, ''Madame, ye shulde be ioyfutt, and use to leave him, 
ao playe and forto disporte you, and lete youre good olde husbonde 
slepe, for he takithe no rewarde but vnto hys reste." But she 
vnderstode and wost wel what suche speche was worthe, and 
she ansuered ayen, '* In as moche as myn husbonde is olde and atyiag, * my 

play and glad* 

34 desirithe reste, so moche more y am bounde to wayte vpon '''his *[Fai.6i, 
seruice, to kepe hym in reste and from ait dissese, in as moche neas is to ^ 
as it may be in my powere, for that is my play and my 
gladnesse to be aboute hym, and forto do hym seruice unto 

38 his ease and plesaunce." For as forto saye as for her beauute 
and her youthe, there were mani that entreted her vnto diuerse 
worldely plesaunces, but she wolde neuer consent vnto no 
thioge contrarie vnto goodnesse, she was so true vnto her 

33 husbonde. And after, wh&n her lorde was dede, yef she were of 
good gouernaunce in her mariage, she was alwey after a de^ 
vouute lady, and right good vnto God and vnto the worlde, and 
wolde neuer consent to be maried, but euer forthe she leued in 

> MS. t». 
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Therefore she chastite and clenneBse ; and therfor slie owithe wett forto be 

should be , 

praised for putte in rememberaunce and storied in scripture with other 

her chastity * ^ * ^ 

and goodness, good ladyes. Al were it so that she was not a gret princesse, yet 
as a good she owithe duly to be recomended in alt worship and praisinge 4 

example unto , , . 

others, bicause of her goodnesse ; the whiche is good ensaumple and 
mirrour ynto other ladyes and women; £or the praisinge of hem 
that loue worshippe and trouthe shulde euermore be had in 
rememberaunce as they haue deserued. And therfor y haue 8 
tolde you of suche ladyes as haue be now late in oure dayes ; 
but and y wolde reherce, and telt you of alt my matere, it shulde 
be longe, for there be mani worthy ladies in the Eeaume of 

These ladies Fraunce. and in other contrees also. But these ladyes of the xa 

were true to 

thdr mar- whichc y haue spoken vnto you, thei be withoute ani reproche, 

*[Foi'6i» and aproued in thaire marriage, trew ladies, and afterwarde 

they leued chastely and deuoutly before Qod in worshipe and 

vnto the worlde, and refused all vayne plesaunces, wherfor that x^ 

no creatoure might neuer speke of hem but in al goodnesse. 

and took no And also ye may ynderstonde that these ladyes toke none nwe 

new hu8* 

hands, husbondes for worldely loue or flesshely plesaunce, al be it so 

that ofte tymes high astate obeyethe for love and plesaunce ao 
vnto lowe degree, as there haue be diuerse ladyes that haue do 
BO ; good entent shal haue grace, but mariage that be made in 

as some that Other wise, there befallithe gret Inconuenient, as suche as 

•fleshly^ ^ wedde hem selff ayenst the wyll of kynne and freudes, and 24 
only for the flesshely delite. And whanne the tyme rennithe 
as from somer to wynter, as whanne plesaunce is fayled, and 

and after they see hem selfiP lesse honoured, thanne ofte tymes they £a.lle 

repent, , 

into Repentaille, so that loue and plesaunce is foryete ; as the a$ 
Nightingales nightyngales, as longe as they be amerouses, they synge pie* 
amorousTbut sauutly day and night ; and whanne they haue reioysed thaire 
waidssQent amerous desyre and plesaunces, thei make abace melodye, for 

thei syng^ no more. So that y passe ouer atte this tyme to 3^ 
speke ani more of these ladyes, or of suche matere. But, my 
faire doughters, take hereby a good ensaumple, that yef be 
fortune ye fait into good mariage, and afterwardes Qod take 
youre husbondes from you, wedde you not ayen ynauisely for 36 
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vain plesaunce, but werkithe bi the counsaile of youre true *rFoi.5iA 
frendes, and not by the instaunce of * louinge peramours ; for 
there befallithe gret repentynge vnto hem that putte thaire 

4 plesaunce in suche vnsuertee. And, therfor, to kepe the honoure, 
and that ye entre not into none reproche, but that a!i good- 
nesee and worship may come to you, close youre eres, and 
herkenithe not vnto the speche of faire spekers, for in suche 

8 wyse mani women haue be deceyued. But as now y wyl) cese 
of this matere. 

[CHAPTER CXVL] 
[Of the honour and respect th&t attend a good life.] to bear a 

«- -^ "J good name u 

MY right dere doughtres, yef ye knewe the grete honoure honour,*"^* 
and the gret welthe that is forto be wett Renommed, to 
here a good name, and to be wett spoken of, whiche is ^ 
one [of] the grettest grace that may be in the worlde, ye wolde 
putte youre hei-te in payne to entende therto; right as a 
z6 knight that desirithe worshippe and vaillaunce, the whiche 

he wynnithe by gret payne and laboure in hete and colde, »nd worth 
and puttith his body in so mani aduentures of dethe, and »*****» and 

* ^ ' preserve. 

aS for to Wynne worships and good name, as by straun^e 
aoyiages, by harde assauutes, by diuerse gret batailes^ and by 
mani other gret perilles in armes. And after that he hathe 
suffered thus moche, thanne he is drawe forthe and putte vnto 
moche worshiper and the princez yeue hym gret lordshippes 
H and gouemaunces, for his noblesse and for he hathe no parailt 

in honoure of £food name. Riirht so it is of a good woman, a woman to 

° ^ o » have a gooil 

that in att places berithe a goode name of honoure andp»™«™»wt 
goodnesse, as she that hathe atte al tymes putte her payne °^®^' 

28 in trauaile to kepe her body *vndefouled and in clennesse, 'f.''?;^^*' 
and refused the delytes of youthe and of foule plesaunces, 
wherby she hath wonne good name and moche worships, 
for euermore to be putte in the nombre of good ladyes and 

32 of alt good women, wherby she hathe also wonne the loue Jj^^^ ■<> ''^y 
of God, and of her husbonde, and of the worlde, and the ^^ a*nd the 
saluacion of the sowle, the whiche is the worthiest and the^®'**' 

1 MS. " is is." 
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besie of att. For the sowle is the precions marguarite vnto 
God. And so it is ensaumple to afi creatoures, in what wise 
^^gojTji tliej ove to pieifle a good woman ; for she is as moche worthe 
in the sight of God for her goodnesse [and] yerto, as is the knight 4 
for his annes and worthinesse in bataile. But the right rale 
fiJIi th e as now, for honoure is not yeue vnto hem atte al 
tymes that best hathe desemed it, as it might be shewed in 
diaerae causes, who so wold* as forto saje of mani good women. 8 

[CHAPTER CXVIL] 

[How foolish young men were reproved by their elders.] 

^'«>*^««>«» A^[^J therfor, y shall tett you upon that as y haue herde 
Jj^^JJjw^ Uk mani lordes and knightes speke, how good women were 
SodoM!'*^ praised and had gret worship, and suche as were blamed la 

'•^* of her gouemaunce, how they were scorned and putte out of 

companie of ali other good women. And it is not yet longe 
tyme agoo that suche custume was vsed, that there was no 
woman so hardy that durst aforce her selff, for she were 16 
blamed of foly, to putte her self in the companie and felawship 
of hem that were vnreproued, that they shulde with gret 
disworship be putte awey from bem. As y shall telle you 
HPoi.51, *of y knigthes that were in that tyme, whiche were called 20 
Th»e wen StV Baoul de Lucre & Str Piere de Luge, and they were bothe 

two knights, *=* ° "^ , . 

**'***J»f«>» of bretheren and kniirhtes of irret worshipp^, the whiche as in 

STCftt renown, ® ^ . . 

tho dayes desire[d] to do armes and sought worship in straunge 
cuntreies, and they hadde gret Benome, as Charmylour, Cicault, 34 
or Sarmitre, wherfor they hadde thayre speche and were herde 
in all places where as they come, for thaire worshippe and 
good name. Wherupon that and they sawe ani yonge man of 
who. when thaire lynages do ani thinsre that were not wele vnto worships, a8 

they saw any ./ o o 

young men do thei wolde blame hem, and teche hem before att peple. Wherfor 

evil, would ' *^ *■ 

be^pM™ie y^°8® °^®^ ^^^ ^®°^ ^° *^ places. And as y haue herde tell, 
the said StV Piere de Luge, he was atte the feste where as 
were gret foyson of lordes, ladies, knightes, and squieres and 3> 
gentilwomen ; and so there come in a yonge squier before hem 
that was sette atte dyner, and salued the companie; and he 
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was clothed in a cote hardy upon the guyse of Almayne, & And once 

, when a young 

in this Wise he come farther before the lordes and the ladies, knight came 

' valnlydrewed, 

and made hem goodly reuerence. And so the said Sir Piere *®J P"- 
4 called this yonge squier with his voys before alt the statis, JJjj]Jj|jJ? * 
and said ynto hym and axed hym, where was his fedylt 
or his Eibible, or suche an Instrument as longithe vnto a 
mynstratt. "Syr," saide the squier, "y canne not medilt 
8 me of suche thinge, it is not my crafte nor science/' " Sir," 
saide the knight, " y canne not trowe that ye saye, for ye be 
counterfait in youre araye, and lyke vnto a mynstratt, for 
y haue knowe herebefore alt youre *AunBetours, and the •[Poi. 52, 

12 knightes and squiers of youre kyn, whiche were alt worthi 
men, but y sawe neuer none of hem that were counterfait, 
nor that clothed hem in suche array." And thanne the yonge and so the 

' squier ansuered the knight and saide, " Sir, by as moche as it altered his 

dress, 

16 mblykithe you, it shafi be amended," and cleped a purseuaunt, 
and gaue hym the cote hardy. And he abled hym selfiPin an 
other gowne, and come ayen into the halle, & thanne the auncyen 
knight saide opinly, " This yonge squier shalt haue worshipe, and was 

Draised for 

20 for he hathe trowed and do hi the counsaile of the elder, his respect to 

, , » -r» ^^^^ counsel ; 

withoute am contraryenge. For alt yonge folke that troue 
and be counsailed by the techinge and ensaumples of the 
olde wise, and they do and gouerne hem selfiP there after, 
24 they may not faile to come vnto gret worshipp^. So that an example 

that the 

hereby is a good ensaumple how euery yonge man or yonge young should 
woman owithe to receyue the doctrine and techinge of hem *Je advice of 
that bene thaire eklres, and wiser thanne they; for alt that 

28 they saye and teche, it is for the profite of hem that be 
yonge; but the yonge folkes now a dayes lust not to do 
there after, but they haue dyspite whanne they be blamed 
of thayre folye, and whanne they be more wyser thanne suche 

32 as be moche more cunninge, and as haue seyn the cours of 
the worlde longe tyme afore thaire birthe. For that is gret 
pite, as in youthe to be vncunnynge and vnknowyng^ of hym 
selff, for euery gentilt man or gentilwoman owithe for to 

36 haue gret ioye to leme, and for to *be blamed of euery vice. ^ifjV*' 
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For who SO is a gentitt nature desirithe naturaly gentilnesse 
and thinges vertuous, and louithe hym that counsailithe and 
techithe hym for his beter; but a cherlous condicion is att 
contrarie, for he desirithe nother vertu ne cuning, and he 4 
lackithe and hatithe hym pat saithe hym trouthe or coun- 
sailethe hym to worships. Now haue y shewed you how, in 
[what] wyse, they chastised the yonge men in tho dayes by good 
counsaile, and also how thei gaue good ensaumples unto the 8 
yonge ladyes and gentitt women. 

[CHAPTER CXVIIL] 

[How ladies lose respect and hooour by careless 

living.] 

peaw^and*^' AS forto saie in that tyme it was the tyme of pees, & with- la 
feasung, /% ^^^ werre, whanne the lordes and ladyes, the knightes 

and squiers of eueri astate in thaire degre, eche feste^ 

and felawshipped with other in mani Eeuelles, and in diuerse 

plesaunces, as thei assembled atte mani tymes, bi gret loue 16 

any lady of and for honoure. The good knightes in that tyme, and hit 

oftiVh birth ^®^®^ ^y ^^ aduenture that lady or damoisett hadde ani 

il renouun or was blamed of folye & of her honoure, and 

she wolde putte her selfF before ani of the good ladyes or ao 

.damoyselltf^, alt were it so that she wei'e of gret estat and 

of high byith and in richesse of manage, anone the knight 

^^^}. shulde of right come and saye vnto the said lady before all, 

D6IOW wtlCMB 

ofgoodfiune, "Madame, displese you not though this lady or damoyseH 24 

of lower astate goo before or stonde aboue you, al be it so 
*[Foi.626. gte be not of so noble lynage and of so gret Eichesse as ye 

C01« S.J 

be of; but for as moche as she is not bla*med of her worships, 
and therfor she is putte before you in the nombre of good a8 
ladyes and of other goode women, to receiue the worship 
that she bathe deserued, and for to be know as she is with- 
oute defauute. But yt may not be saide so of you ; whiche 
thinge me displesithe, for here is none other assemble, but 33 
t6 worship hem that haue deserued it, and therfor meruaile you 
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not hereof." And in this wyee the auncyen knightes shulde 
furst putte them vnto worshippg that were of good name 
and renowme, wherof they hadden gret cause forto thank God, wherefore 

4 that had gene hem grace and might to kepe hem in suche be given to 
clennesse and vertu, wherthorugh they were putte vnto so 
gret reuerence and honoure. And other for thaire foly 
receyued gret disworship and blame. And therfor it was 

8 good ensaumple vnto a£t gentiit women, that, for the blame 
that they might here one of another, they douted and dradden 
forto do ani thinge other wise but wett. But now atte this Bat now 

tli06e who ttto 

day, and that is pitee, there be mani that here gret blame, blamed have 

nonetheless 

I a and neuer the latter yet haue they gret worshipc, and more worship. 
made of thanne suche as be right good, the whiche is straunge 
ensaumple; but there be sum that sayen therfor "asmoche 
worship haue they that do amys as they that be vndefamed, 

1 6 so that it berithe no force to do ilt as forto do welt ; alt 
passithe and vnder one thanke." But that is nother wel thought 
ne wel saide, for it is a gret vice. For truly, what chere or 
what sembelaunce that men make vnto * suche women in [• Foi. «8, 

col. 1.] 

ao thaire presence, whan thei departith from them a felow saithe Men speak 

. ji It T t V. i.»*» 1 • • 1 1 well of women 

vnto another, " Loo I suche a gentilt woman, she is right to their foces, 
curteys and kynde, for she wilt suffre you to do with her them behind 

their backs * 

afi youre plesaunce, and mani a good felaw hath had his 
24 parte." And thus saithe one to another of suche women. 
And in this wyse, he that spekithe right fayre, and makithe 
her reuerence as his lady before her, whanne they be departed 
he spekithe suche worshippe of her as she hathe deserued. But but foolish 

* * * women per. 

a8 suche women as be foles aperceiue it not, but they seme that no oeiveitnot. 
man coude knowe nor aspie thaire fauute, for they be so bolde 
in thaire synne, and witt not vnderstonde nor knowe thaire 
shame, so that the tyme is chaunged. But it were moche beter 

3 a forto she we hem thaire blame and thaire synne, as the auncyen 
knightes sheued vnto women thaire foly in that tyme, as here 
before y haue tolde you. Wherfor y wolde that the tyme 
were come ayen, to that entent to encrece the worship of aS 

36 goode, and forto correcte [and] amende suche as be worthi and 
blame. 

11 
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Women *1% /TOre and women thought upon the tyme that was before 
more of old I \/ 1 the biithe of our lorde Ihem Crist, whiche was the space 

of .y. thousande jeere, as of women that were de£9imed, 
and most of wedded women, and it might be proued upon 4 
when a her bv tweyn witnessis that and ani other man had flesshely 

woman taken , . ' 

inaduiteiy companie with her but her husbonde, she shulde be brent or 

was stoned OT * ' 

burned; * gtonod vnto the detho, so noble and trwe was the lawe of 
col. 2.] God and of Moyses, ther was no richesse of gblde ne syluer, 8 

nor for none estate, pore ne riche ; and yet y ynnethe knowe 
but in Eng. no fioyaumes atte this day, but the Eeaumes of Fraunce and 

land, Frano6!( 

and the of Inglonde and the Base Almaigne, but that there is do iustice 

Netherlands ° ° 

there is no upon that synno, and the woman deyed that were founde iaia 

Justice for this ^ *> ' <i ^ 

^"' suche blame assone as the trouthe is yknowe, that is to saye, 

in Prouince, in Spaine, in Aragone, and in mani othe[r] Reaumes 
and contreies. In sum places thaire throtes be cutte, in sum 
places thei be brent, in sum places bothe man and woman 16 
putte alle quik in erthe, for the shame and punission of the 
synne. And this ensaumples is good for aK women to here, 
now be it that there is no iustice do thereon in this Beaume, 

Yet women as there is do in other, yet neuertheles suche women as do 90 

that do amiss 

live in blame amisso and use synne and folye, they lyue in blame, in 

and slander, ^ ^ . . 

esclaundre, and in gret disworship, and lese the name of 
thaire estat and noblesse before God and in this worlde, as 
forto yeue langage to speke ynto langeloures, that atte 34 
alt tymes haue thaire disportes and scomingges in suche 
foule plesaunces, and outre hem self from the grace of Qod, 
and in the loue of the worlde, and departe hem selff firom 
the companie of alt good women, and putte hem selfiP oute a8 
of which there of memorie of good name and renome for euermore. As it 

are many , ^ 

examples in is couteyncd in the olde ensaumples of tyme passed, wherof 
[•FOI.63&. there might be mani ensaumples wrote, whiche were a *longe 
*"'*' **^ thinge to write, and y shall shewe you bi ensaumple as for 3a 
the highest and the nobelest of whiche holy scripture makithe 
mencion, how almighti God praisithe the bounte of a good 
woman. And syn God with his owne mouthe praisithe so 
highli a good woman, weH owithe all other creatoures to 3^ 
loue and praise all such as be good. 
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[CHAPTEK CXIX.] 

[How Christ speaks of good women.] 

T is conteined in the gospelt of the virgines, as cure Lorde Christ com- 
preched and taught the peple, and he spake vpon the ^^^ *" * 
mater of women that liueden in clennesse, he likened suche p®*''*^ 
a woman vnto a precious margarite, the whiche is a bright 
thinge, rounde, white, and clene, a stone so clere and faire 
that there is no tache therein, nor spotte of vnclenne[B] ; and 

8 this is saide be a woman that is not wedded, and she lyuithe for a chaste 
in uirginite, clennesse, and chastite ; or ellys bi a woman true wife 
that is wedded, and she kepitlie truly and honestly the sacre- 
ment of mariage, & also by them that worshipfuUy and perfitly 

12 kepe thaire wedwhode, that^lyuen in chastite and in sobriete. 
These be the .iij. manere of women the whiche God praisithe, 
and likenith hem ynto the precious margarite, that is ali 
faire, withoute ani foule tache or ani foulenesse ; for this saithe 

i6 holy scripture, there is no thiwg beter thanne a good woman is greatly 

praised 

and rather more praised before God & the aungett thanne befow co^ 
man. And by cause and Baisone that woman is of more 
light courage thanne man, that is, for asmoche as the woman 
ao * is ycome and was drawe oute of the man. and in asmoche [• foi. 686. 

col, 2.] 

as she is more feble to withstonde the temptaciones of the 

flesshe, whanne she withstondithe and ouercomithe the flesshe, 

in so moche she is worthi to haue the more merite and thanke 

H before the man. And therfor God comparaged a good woman 

ynto a precious margarite, and also the scripture saithe in TbeScriptare 

says a fair rose 

another place, how it were a foule thincre to take a faire shouid not be 

*^ , ^ putinasthik- 

Buete rose and putte hem in a stynking vesselt; right so the*n»^««»^"»<'' 
a8 clennesse of a mayde or of a good woman that she misuse Jfji]^„*^""" 

it not with vnclene men, that desyren false flesshely plesaunce ; 

but the women kepe euermore the clennesse of uirginite, or 

eWes trewe mariage, so that the foule synne of lecherie deface 
32 not the lyknesse of the precious margarite, the clennesse of 

maydenhode, the sacrement of mariage, the faithe of God 

11—2 
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ifwivet, and holy chirche, and the chastenesse of weduhode. For and 
widows mis. these .uj. manere of woman misuse the vertues, these vertues 

luo thsir 

virtues, they beforesaide, the maide her maydenhode, the wyfiP her mariaire, 

are like roses 

in stinking the wedwe her weduhode, thanne be they liche vnto the Eoses 4 

vessels. ... . 

in a stinkinge vessefi, for thei haue lost thaire fayrenesse, 
thaire suetnesse, and thaire yertu, for the vnclennesse that 
they be inne ; and thanne they be right not apparent nor like 
ynto the precious margarite. Wei aught a woman be displesed 8 
and hate her selfiP in her yngoodly lyuinge, wher for her defaute 
and foly that she is putte oute of the nombre and memorie 
[•Pol. 54, of *att good women. As wherfor they aught wel to thenke 
Unchaste upou these thinges, and she that is to marie and to be wedded, la 

maidens lose 

^hev n^- and she defoule her maydenhode, she lesithe her manage and 
wives lose uie j^er Worship and her good name euermore, she deseruithe 

love of God. x- o 7 

shame and hate of her frendes; of women that be wedded, 
in brekinge thaire mariage thei lese afi worshippe, the loue 16 
of God, of her husbondes, and of afi her frendes, she lesithe 
afi worldely prosperite, and causithe her owne shame con- 
tinuelly. For the harme the gret defamacion that fallithe bi 
that cause of brekinge of mariage yt were to longe forto ao 
reherce, but sothely it is gret displesaunce vnto God, for the 
more partie a^ suche as breken thaire mariage as man or 
woman, there is departing of loue^ falsinge the sacrement, 
and synne dampnable. And the deuefi bathe suche pouere 34 
in hem, that thei make hem forto haue so gret delite in thaire 
synne and rybauudise, and so brenninge plesaunce, that they 
wol neuer eschew thaire synne> so that thei pursue vnto thaire 
True mar- endeles dampnacion. But true mariage is ordeined be God in a8 
God'***! ui *^® plesaunce betwene man and woman, is withoute dedly synne; 
powwttferein ^^^ therfor the fende of belt hathe no pouer in that holy 
sacrement, but he peynithe hym euermore to eschauufe^ and 
to draw the man or woman by sum falce delite vnto synne ; 3a 
and, as a smithe that is euer blowinge in the fire, and right so 
seruithe the ennemy of heti that besiethe hym euer forto 
kendili and lyght the fere flame of dedly synne witheinne 

1 MS. '* eschauuse." 
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the hertis of man and woman bi fals delite, whereby *he [•Foi.64, 

coL 2.1 

bringithe the sowles vnto halt. For that is ait his crafte and 
ioye, as a chosen hunter that chasithe ali the day, and atte 
4 the night he takithe the beest, and ledithe it forthe with hym ; 
and right so the ennemy dothe with suche men and women Man, maid, 

wife, or 

as lyuen upon thaire flesshely delite, man, mayde, wifP, or j^^oj'^ *»»** 
wedow, as it is saide before. And so saithe the scripture, that <>eiight, 
8 a!i suche as vsen to lyue after the brenninge desire of luxurie, 
and they haue take thaire fowle stynkinge flesshely delite, right 
so they shatt be led into the brennyng flawme of the fire of 
heQ, as saithe an ermite in the ly£P of the olde fadres, '' It is 
12 rayson that suche as haue lyued in the brenninge plesaunce 

of flesshely delite in this worlde, right so to be rewarded ■*»*i>i>«««-. 

'' " warded witli 

with the brennynge flawme of the fyre of hel}, by right J**®^"*®^ 
that one hete forto duett euermore with that other hete/' 
i6 And as almighti Qod saithe, " Ther shatt nor good dede nor 
good lyff [go] vnrewarded, nor no wickednesse vnponisshe^/' 



[CHAPTER CXX.] 

[How a knight's daughter lost her marriage 

by her vanity ^] 

2o I Shafi tett you of a ensaumple of a knightes doughter that 



I 



lost her manage bi her nisite '. Ther was a knight that had a knight had 

threo 

iij doughters, of the which the eldest was wedded, and daughters, 
there was a knight that axed the secounde doughter bothe for 
24 londe and manage ; in so moche that the knight come for to see 

her that shulde be his wy£P, and forto be assured and fyanced and another 

knight came 

togedre, yef thei were plesed eche with other, for neither of to wed one of 
hem ne hadde saie other before that tyme. Aud the damoiselle 

28 that knew of the knightes * comyng, she araied her selfP in the 

best finiyse that she coude, forto haue a sclender and a &ire [*foi.54&. 
shapin body, and she clothed her in a cote hardy vnfurred, the ^ho arrayed 
whiche satte right streite upon her, and it was gret colde, gret to look weii5 

33 froste, and gret wynde; and for ]>e simple vesture that she 

^ par sa folie, p. 236. ' poor sa cointise. 
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And the cold had vpoii, and for the gret colde that was atte that tyme, the 

made her so 

pale that he coloure of the mavde was defaced, and she waxe al pale and 

chose her •/ j *- 

ws^insteod blake of colde. So this knight that was come forto see her, and 
behelde the coloure of her att dede and pale, and after that 4 
he loked upon that other suster that she had, and sawe her 
~ coloure fresshe and ruddy as a rose, for she was wel clothed, 
and warme ayenst the colde, as she that thoaght not upon no 
mariage atte so shorte a tyme, the knight behelde furst that one 8 
suster and after that other. And whanne he had dyned, he 
cleped two of his frendes and of his kynne, and saide vnto hem, 
" Sires 1 we be come hedir for to see the doughters of the lorde 
of this place, and y know wel that y shulde haue whiche that y 12 
wolde chese, wherfor y wolde haue the thridde doughter." And 

aSw"*<rfhi« ^^® frendes ansuered hym, that it was more worship vnto hym 

friends. f^j. ^ }iQ,\ie the elder. ** Faire frendes," saide the knight, " ye 

see but litett avauntage thereinne, for ye knowe wel the! haue 16 
an elder suster, the whiche is wedded; and also y see the 
yongest, the fairest and fresshest of coloure, more plesaunt 
thaiine her secounde suster, for whom y was spoken vnto forto 
[•FoT.646. haue in mariage; and therfor *my plesaunce is to haue her." ao 
And the knight axed the thridde doughter, whiche was graunted 
hym ; wherof folke were meruailed, and in especial the mayde 

Bntwhenthey that went forto haue be wedded vnto the same knight. So it 

were married, 

he saw her happed within short tyme after, thei maried the yonge damay- 34 

that he had 

refused gelt, the whiche the knight hadde refused bi cause the colde 

warmly dad ^ 

bettertha? ^^ paled her coloure and withdrowe her fayrenesse; after, 
wife'!***' **^ whanne she was welt clothed and furred, and the wedir was 

chaunged to warmer, her colot^ and fairenesse was comen ayen, 38 
so that she was fressher and fayrer an hundred parte thanne 
w^as her suster, the knightes wiff ; and so the knight saide vnto 
her, " My faire suster, whanne y was to wedde, and y come forto 
see you, ye were not so faire bi the seuenthe part as ye be now, 3» 
for ye be now right faire and welt coloured, and tho ye were 
alt pale and of other coloure, and now ye passe youre suster, my 
wyff, in fayrenesse, wherof y haue gret meruaile." And thanne 
the knightis wiff ansuered, " My lorde, y shal telt you how 36 
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it was: my suster thouirlit wel that ve shulde come forto fiaunce when his 

.«. o . wife told him 

her as for youre wifP; and forto make her gentifi, and smafi, bowitwafr- 
and faire bodied, she clothed her in a symple cote hardye, not 

4 doubled ; and it was cold" wynter, and gret froste, and gret 
wynde, and that permuued her coloure ; ^ and y, that thought 
as muche to haue suche welthe and worship as forto haue you 
vnto my lorde withoute ani nisete, y clothed my selff in warme' 

8 furred gounes that kepte my body warme, wherfore I had" [Oua(m, 

sign. 1. ij.] 

better colour than she had*^, wherof I thanke Qod, For therfore 
I gate your loue; And" blessyd' be the houre that my suster 
clothed her self so lyght, For yf it had" not be so, ye had not 
13 take me for to haue lefte her/' Thus loste, as ye haue herdi 
theldest doughter her maryage, bycause she coynted* her self. 
Kow haue ye herd good* Ensample 'how one ought not to coynte &» example 

" * to dress our- 

her body for to shewe it small and" better shapen^ & specially JJ^JJ^J!!™''^ 
1 6 in the wynter, in so moche that she lost her manere and 
colour. As ones it befell to Syre Foucques de Laual, as he 
told me vpon the fayt of this Ensample, of whome I shal speke, 
and* telle vnto yow what that happed" to hym. 



[SECOND CHAPTER CXX] 
ao How loue wylle be kepte warme. Capitulo C xx * 

Ire Foucques de Laual was a fayr knyght, * clone & wel '^'?!^* 
s besene emong other, & was of good* manor, and" of fayr |l[*cSd*™^"' 
maynten*. It happed to hym, as he told me, that ones he ^''^*"*®'* 
24 was gone for to see his peramours in the wynter season, that the 

froste was grete, and the wether passyng cold. He * thenne hadde ^* i* U* <> ] 



o6o 



'-' Fr, et je, qui ne pensoye a tant d'onneor et de bien avoir comme de 
Tons avoir k seignegiir, ne me oointiay point, ainB9oiB estoie bien foorr^e et 
chandement vestue, si avoye meilleur couleor, p. 238, ed. 1854. 

' The Mannsoript ends here, and the concluding part of the book is 
given from Caxton's printed translation. His pause-bars (//) are not 
reprinted. Some capitals are added to his. 

9-s Fr, comment 1 en ne se doit mie si lingement ne si joliettement vestir, 
pour soy greslir et faire le beau corps, p. 239. 

* jFr. De mesfeire Fouques de Laval, qui ala veoir sa mie. Chappitre 
VI« P. 

'-' Pr. et moult net entre tons autres chevaliers, et si savoit moult sa 
mani^ et son maintieng. 
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[Caxton.] in the momynge coyntecP hym self of a scarlatte gowne wel 

thinly dad, broudred, & of a hood" of scarlatte sengle & wythoute farrynge, 

and^ nought els he had* on hym, sauf only his fyn sherte ; For he 

had* no mantell^ neyther gloues in his handes. The wynd* and* 4 

the cold* were grete, wherfore he had* eoo grete cold*, that 

and the wind te became of colour black and" pale, For the perles ne the 

made him * * 

pale; precious stoues, wiche were on the broudryng of his sengle 

gowne, couthe gyue hym no hete, ne kepe hym fro the coldl 8 
There came another knyght, whiche also was amerous of that 
lady, but he was not so gay aourned) ne so sengle of clothes, 
but he had* on hym good and warme gownes, & had* a mantell, 
" and a double hoodj and* was reed* as a cok, and* had* a good* la 

and the lady lyuyngc colour. The lady thenne welcomed this knyght, and 

preferred 

*^^ ttf ***™ maade to hym better chere than she dyd* to Syre Foucques, and* 
Jjljjg^** held* with hym better companye. And sayd* to Syre Foucques, 
*^®*^' " Syre, hold* yow nere the fyre, for I doubte that ye be not al 16 
hool, for your colour is dede and* pale." And he ansuerd* that 
his. herte was ioyous and* well at his ease. 

This other knyght was fayrer to the lady syght than Foucques. 
But within a whyle after, Syre Foucques aspyed the knyght, ao 
whiche was goynge toward* the place of his peramours. He 
arayed* hym otherwyse than he was wonte to doo, And* so moche 
hyed* hym, that he ^came thyder as soone as the other knyght 
dyd*, for to preue how the mater and* his faytte shold* ende. H 
But after- But certaynly he was thenne take of his lady for the fayrest and* 
clothed him- jjggt coloured*. Wherfore he told* me how loue wylle be kepte 

self warmly, " * 

choflenb'the ^^^® *^^ warme, And* how that he had approuued* hit. Ther- 
^^y* fore hit is grete folye to kepe hys body sengle of clothes, for a 8 

to seme to the folkes syght better maad) and fayrer of body. 

Yet vpon this matere I wylle reherce vnto you a grete mer- 

ueylle, how many one deyd* for coldl 
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[CHAPTEK CXXL] 

Of the folysshe loue wliiche surprysed* and* ouercame the [Oaxtan.] 
Galoys and* the Qaloyses, wherfore many one of them deyd* 
for cold: Capitulo C xxj. 

4 L I j^Ayre doughters, I shalle telle yow of the Galoys and in Poitou 
r^ Qaloyses, how the deuylle by his arte made many of them »»»»<» "any 
] to deye for cold) with the helpe of the flamme of Yenns, 
goddesse of loue and* of lecherye. It byfelle thenne in the partyes 
8 of Peyton and* in other Countrees nyghe, that the goddesse Venus, 
whiche hath grete power vpon yongthe, that is to wete, vpon the 
yongefolke,(Forsomme she makethto be amerousof loue resonable, 
And" other of folysshe loue and vnresonable, wherof somme lese 
13 theyr honour and* worshyp, And other bothe body & sowie, &) 
made many knyghtes and* squyers, ladyes and* damoysels, to loue 
peramours eche other, And* to make an ordenaunce of a moche 
sauage and* wyld* guyse, and* ageynst the kynde of the tyme, 
i6 whiche ordenaunce was this, that in the somer they shold be and to wear 

warm clothes* 

clothed* bote and warme with theyr furred* gownes and* with and iiave 

, large fires in 

mantels and* double hoodes, and euer fyre they shold* haue in ■ommer, 
theyr chemenyes, were it neuer so grete a hete; And* that they 
ao shold* make of the somer wynter, & thus to the contrarye, 

In the wynter tyme ; and as it was hard* frosen, these Galoys & and wear thin 

clothing and 

Galoyses dyd" on theyre shertes but only a shorte and* sengle g> ^?**?{J* 
gown withoute lynjmg; and* had* no mantell ne hood*, but sengle, ^i^ter. 

34 for no grete cold* ne wynd* that myght come. And yet more, 
theyr chambres were withoute fyre, and* dayly made swyped* 
clone ; And* yf at that season ony herbe or grasse, or somme 
thynge fresshe and* grene, myght be found, it was had* into 

a 8 theyr chambres & strawedT on the floor. And* vpon theyr beddes 
they had thurgh al the nyght but only a sengle and* lyght 
couerlet, and" nomore they myght haue, after theyr owne or- 
dynaunce. Ferthermore, it was ordeyned, that as soone as a ai«o the 

husband was 

33 Galoys cam ther as a Galoyse was, & yf she had ony liusbond, to wait upon 

alls WlXo 8 

he must by this ordenaunce go & take the Galoys horses, whiche visitors, 
last was come thyder, and ryde oute of his place, & neuer to 
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ICdxum] come ageyne as long as the Galoys s^olcD be with his wyf. And 
also, yf her husbond were a Qaloys, & went to see his peramours, 
another Galoyse, & found* her husbond with her, it had be grete 
shame to the husbond yf he had abyden at home, neyther to 4 
haue ordeyned ony thynge whyles the Galoys had be with his 
wyf, for he had thenne no more power within his hows than 

[* Oaxton, had* a straunger. This lyf * lasted longe whyle, ynto the tyme 

1. iii. b.} 

And this that the most parte of them was dede and* perysshed* of the 8 

lasted till 

they were grete cold* whiche they sufifred. Many of the Galoys deyde in 

nearly all 

dead. theyr ladyes bedde, And* so dede in lyke wyse the GkJoyses with 

theyr frendes and* peramours, scomynge them that were warme 
and* wel clothedl And som of them were, to whome men must la 
dysseuere theyr teethe wyth knyues, and* toste and Bost them 
before the fyre, as a chyken hard* of froste. Wherfore I doubte 
moche that these Galoyses & Galoys, whiche deyde by suche 
maner, were martired* by loue, & that as they deyde of cold^ x6 
they shalle haue to the contrarye a grete hete and* a warme 

Bat if they clothynge in the pytte of helle. For yf they had* suffred* for the 

had suffered 

for the love of loue of God, whiche sufiPred* soo moche for them, the tenthe parte 

God one tenth ' ' -^ 

ST w<mid*' of the payne and* dolour whiche they dyd* sufire for the fowle ao 
rmrdintbe ^^7^ ^^ theyr stynkynge lecherye, they shold'haue hadde mercy 
other world, an^fgrete guerdon in the other worldl But the deuylle, whiche 
euer is aboute to make the man and" the woman to dysobeye to 
God*, made them to fele gretter delyte and* playsaunce in folysshe 24 
loue, than to doo somme seruyse ynto Godl And by this reason 
whiche wel is approuued", how the deuyll tcmpteth and" essayeth 
man and* woman, And* holdeth in perylle bothe the sowle and* the 
body; And hou he gyueth folysshe playsaunces and* many euylle 28 
maners, that is to wete, somme by couetyse to drawe to hym the 
good^ & Bubstaunce of other ; And* somme he holdeth in grete 
pryde by the pi-aysyng of them self and* dispraysynge of other ; 
The devu Somc also by enuye, whanne they see other haue more goodes aa 

temptethby */ y j j , T i 

•nvy, than they; Also by glotonye, wherin the body delyteth hym 

gluttony, seif^ 1^^ maketh hym to falle in-to the synne of dionkeship, 

whiche synne taketh fro them reason and" entendement and* 

maketh them to fall in-to carnal delyte. Eyther also by lecherye, 
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makyng them to haue their peramours with them, and to loue [Ocua<m,] 
them wyth folys&he loue and* playsaunce, As dyd* the folysshe ^i^^; 
Galoys and Galoyses, and* amonge them suche a folysshe and* 

4 hrennynge loue that he brought them to an euylle ende, and* 
to deye of dyuerse dethe. But, notwithstondyng al this, I saye 
not but that there is a trewe loue without blame and* dishonoure, 
And* wherof moche worship cometh. These ben trewe, the 

8 whiche requyre nothyng wherout may come ony falshed or 
abusion. *For he pat loueth not trewely, thynketh for to haue {•oaxum, 
^dishonoured his loue and* her estate; And* suche loue is not 
trewe, but is fals dyssymylynge and'trecherye. Therfore to grete 

13 lustyse may not be made of them; but so moche I telle yow well, 
that ther be of suche folke whiche ben of dyuerse manors, that 
is to wete, somme trewe, somme fals and deceyuable, and*gyue no 
force at al but to haue theyr fowle delyte and'wylle. And* many J^l^J*"?^ 

i6 suche folk is as now in this world) wherfore the world* is hard* to ***^ ^'^ 
knowe, and moche merueyllous. And* suche wene wel to knowe 
them self; but wors they knowe them self than done ony other ^. 

[CHAPTEE CXXn.] 
The Argument of the knyght of the Towre and of his wyf. 
ao Capitulo C xxij 

Y dere doughters, as for to loue peramours I shal tell i wui teii your 

° ^ aU the debate 

m yow alle the debate and* stryf of me and* of your moder. i had with 

^ 1 " your mother 

I wold* susteyne ageynste her, that a lady or damoyselle **><»"* ^o^«- 

24 myght loue peramours in cei*tayne caas. For in loue is but good* 

worship, withoute ony euy]l be thought in it. In this thenne 

wherin is thought ony euylle is not loue, but rather it is grete 

falshede and mauuastye ; wherfore take ye hede, And* here ye 

a8 the grete debate and* stryf whiche was bytwene her and* me. 

Thus thenne I sayd* to your moder, "Lady, why shalle not i8a»dtiiatm 
the ladyes and* damoysels loue peramours 1 For in certayne, J^^JjJ^J^jJJJ^^ 
me semeth that in good* loue and trewe, maye be but welthe Jj^*^.****®' 
32 and* honour, and* also the louer is the better therfore, & more 
gay and* loly; and* also the more encouraged* to excercyse 

^ Cazton leaves out Chapter CXXIII. of the printed French edition, 
1854, pp. 244-6 : '* Que nuUe femme ne doit point croire trop legierement 
oe qu'on lui dit.*' 
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[Oaxton.] hym eelf more ofte in armes, AncT taketh therfore better 

also a lady is 

the better for maner m al estates, for to please vnto his lady or loue. And* 

loving. , * "^ 

in lyke wyse dothe sBe of whome he is enamoured*, for to 
please hym the better, as ferre as she loueth hym. And* also 4 
I tell yow that grete almesse it is, whanne a lady or damoysell 
maketh a good* knyght eyther a good* squyer." These ben my 
reasons. 



[CHAPTER CXXm.] 

Liiu. A] The answere whiche the lady of the towre maadT vnto her lord. 8 

Capitulo C xxi[i]j 

Tiienyour Henne ansuerd'to me your moder, **Syre, I merueyll me 

t not, yf amonge yow men susteyne and* holde this reason, 

that al women oughte to loue peramours; But sith this la 
debate and* stryf is come before our owne doughters, I wylle 
answere after mjm aduys and* Intencion, For, ynto our children 
we must hyde nothynge. Ye say, and* so done all other men, 
that a lady or damoysell is the better worth whan she loueth 16 
peramours. And* that she shalle be the more gay, & of fayr 
maner and* countenaunce, And* how she shalle do grete almesse 



mother said, 



"This is but to make a good knyght. These wordes are but sport and* 

sport; 

esbatement of lordes and* of felawes, in a langage moche comyn. ao 
For they that saye that alle the honour and* worshyppe whiche 
they gete and? haue, is comynge to them by theyre peramours, 
And" that theyr loue encourageth them to goo in vyages, And* 
for to plese to them by state of armes ; but these wordes coste 24 
to them but lytyll to say, for to gete the better and* sooner 
the grace and good* wylle of theyr peramours. For of suche 
wordes, and* other moche merueyllous, many one vseth full 
ofbe ; but how be hit that they saye that ' for them and* for a8 
theyr loue they done hit,' In good* feyth they done it only 
for to enbaunce them self, and* for to drawe vnto them the 
therefore. gracc and* vayne glory of the worldl Therfore I charge 
*^ur^h** y®^» ™y fayre doughters, that in this mater ye byleue not 3* 
your fader. But I pray yow that ye hold your self clenly 
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ancT without blame^ and? that ye be not amerous, for many [o^c^on.] 
reasons whiche I shalle reherce vnto vow. Fyrste, I saye Every good 

•' ft 1 V woman may 

not but that euery goocT woman of age maye loue well and* love^pie.of 

4 better the one than the other, that is to wete, folke of worship 
and* honour, And* them also that shalle counceylle her for 
her owne helthe & worship. And* thus men oughte to loue, 
by this manere, the one more than the other. But as for 

8 to be so ferforth enamoured", in soo moche that this loue be 
mayster of her, and* maketh them to falle in somme fowle 
and" shamefuU delyte, somtyme with ryght, and" somtyme with 
wronge, for the watche whiche men *haue vpon this shameful [»0£Mr<<m,i. 

t2 dede or feate, and" also suche dishonour and* escry, whiche 
soone is not put oute, And by the false watches & bacbyters 
whiche ben neuer cessyng to talke of som euylle rather than 
of somme good) wherby they take away & dyffamen the 

i6 good" Benomme of the good" wymmen, and" of many a good* 

lady. And* therfore alle wymmen whiche ben not wedded but all women 

*' ^ should keep 

may kepe and* hold* them self fro hit: And" that for many from beipgthe 

'' m: ' " slaves of love. 

Reasons. The fyrste Eeason is, by cause that a woman whiche 

20 is enamoured* of a man maye not serue God" of no good* herte 

ne trewe, as she dyd* before. For many one I haue herd* saye, 

the whiche haue ben amorous in theyr yongthe, that when they 

were in the chirche theyre thought and" melancolye made them 

24 ofbe to thyoke vnto theyr delytes and* to theyr peramours more 

than they dyd* to the seruyse of Godl And* also the arte of 

loue is of suche kynde, that whanne one is in the Chirche to 

here masse and* the dyuyne seruyse, and* as the preest holdeth 

28 the body of oure Lord" bytwene his handes, than cometh most 

to his mynde euylle and* fowle thoughtes. This is the arte BvU love is 

the art and 

or crafte of the goddesse that men calle Venus, the whiche ^JJ^^"*® 
had the name of a planete, as I herd* saye of a good* and* venus. 

32 trewe man, whiche preched and" sayd* how ones the deuylle 
entred* into the body of a dampned* woman, whiche was loly 
and* gaye, and* moche amerous. The deuylle that was within 
her body made her to doo many fals myracles; wherfor the 

35 paynyms helde her for a goddesse, and worshipped" her as a 
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OF TWO WOMEN THAT DID EVIL IN CHUECH. 



[CaxUm.] 

Tenus gave 
counaelto 
the Trojans, 



and is the 
goddess of 
love, and 
leadeth 
people to 
lechery. 

* [Oaxton, 
I.V.6.] 



god. And* this Venus was she that gaf counceylle to the Troians 
that they shuld* sende Parys, the sone of kyng Priamns, into 
Grece, and" that she shold* make hym rauysshe and* haue with 
hym the fayrest lady of al Grece, wherof she sayd* trouthe. 4 
For Parys dyd* rauysshe the fayr Helayne, the wyf of the 
kynge Menelaus, for the whiche faytte or dede were slayne 
afterward more than xl kynges and* .xii. C M other persones 
and" mo. Wherof this Venus was of al thys grete meschyef 8 
pryncipall cause. She was an euylle goddesse, fulle of euylle 
temptacion. She is the goddesse of loue, whiche kyndeleth 
and chauffeth the amerous hertes, and maketh them to thynke 
bothe day and* nyght to the loye and* foule delytes of lechery; ij 
And* specially whan they be at the masse or heryng *the 
dyuyn seruyse, the deuyl causeth this for to trouble their 
feythe and* theyr deuocion whiche they haue toward* oure 
Lordl And* knowe ye for certayne, my fayr doughters, that 1$ 
a woman whiche is amerous shalle neuer sette her herte to 
God", ne she shall not saye deuoutely her houres or matyns, 
ne the hert open for to here the dyuyne seruyse of God. 
Two queens Wherof I shall telle yow an Ensample. Two queues were ao 

went to ^^ ___ 

church, and at this sydc of the see^ which in Lent, vpon the Holy Thursday, 

didevilthere; , i.i-ii -mi 

in the Passion weke, took theyr fowle delytes and* playsaunoe 

within the Ghirche duryng the seruyse dyuyne, And* rested* 

not of theyr foly tylle hit was alle done. Wherfore God*, 34 

whiche was displeased* wyth them for theyr enorme and* fowle 

synne, made theyr fowle dede and* faytte to be openly knowen 

amonge the folke, In suche wyse that they were take and* 

putte ynder a grete and" heuy coope of lede ; And* there a8 

wherefore they deyd* of an euylle dethe. And* the two knyghtes, theyre 

the knights, putycrs, deyd* also, as they that were flayne, they beynge yet 

?**"if n®^ on lyue. Now maye ye see how theyr fals loue was euylle 

nayeQ aiive* 

and* dampnable. And" how the temptacion of Venus, the god- 3 a 
desse of loue and lady of lechery, tempted them so moche, 
that she made them to take theyr fowle plesaunce In suche 
holy tyme as vpon the Thursday and* Holy Frydaye in the 
Passyon weke. By this Ensample is wel sene and" knowen 3^ 



M£N MISLEAD AND DECEIVE WOMEN. 175 

how that euery woman amerons is more tempted* wythin the ioaxum.] 
Chyrcbe than in enj other place. And* the same is the fyrst 
reason how a yonge woman must kepe herself fro suclie 
4 folysshe loue, and* not be in no wyse amerons. The other Manymenare 
rayson is by cause of many gentylle men, whiche ben so and mislead 
fals and* deceyiiable, that they requyre euery gentylle woman fkuepromiaes, 
that they may fynde; And* to them they swere that they 
^ shalle kepe to them their feythe, and* be trewe to them, and* 
shalle loue them without falshed* or deceyuaunce, and that 
rather they shold" deye than to thynke ony yylonye or dyfr- 
honoure, And* that they shalle be the better preysed for the 

I a loue of them, And* that, yf they haue ony good* and worship, 
it shalle come by them. And thus they shalle shewe and* saye 
to them so many reasons and abusions, that a grete meruaylle 
is to here hem speke. And* yet more they gyue oute of theyr 

1 6 brestes grete and fayned syghes. And make as they were 

thynkynge and Melancolyous, ""And after they cast a fals loke. ^loueum. 
And thenne the good and debonayr wymmen that sene them, 
supposen that they be esprysed* of trewe and feythfuU loue. 

ao But al Buche manor of folke whiche vsen to make suche 
semblaunt, ben but deceyuours or begylers of the ladyes and 
damoysels. For there is no lady ne damoysell that wold here to whom no 

woman can 

them, but that they shold* be deceyued of them by theyr fals "•ten with- 

34 reasons, whiche they shold not here. These ben contrary to the 
feythfulle and* trewe loners. For he that loueth with god and 
trewe loue, as he cometh before his peramours, he is ferynge 
and dredefuU lest he doo ony thyng" that may displease her; 

28 For he is not so hardy to discouere ne say one onely word*. And 
yf he loue her wel, I wene that he shalle be thre or four yere 
er he dar saye his secrete vnto her. But thus do not the fals 
loners; For they praye al them that they fynd*, as aboue is sayd, 

32 And are not in drede ne in fere to saye al that cometh vpon 
theyr fals tongues; And no shame ne vergoyne they haue of 
hit; And al that whiche they maye vnderstand of them, 
they reherce and telle it amonge theyr felawes. And of them 

36 they hold theyre talkynge, wherof they laugh and* scome and 
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[OaxUm.] 

and being 
afterward 
mocked and 
Bcorned of 
them. 



take theyr disporte of hit. And* thus by suche a waye they 
mocke and* scome the ladyes and* damoysels, and* make newe 
talkynges and" lesynges of them whiche before were neuer sayd" 
ne spoken of. For they to whom they tellen hit, put to it ^ 
rather somme euyll than eomme good*. In so moche that, fro 
word* to word) and* by suche mockynge and* fryuoUes, many 
ladyes and* damoysels ben ofte blamedl 



If a man 
begin to talk 
of such things, ^ 

leave him, or 
call another 
to hear also.' 



[* Caxlon, 
1. vi. b.] 



[CHAPTER CXXIV.] 

How a woman ought not to here the wordes or talkyzige ^ 
of hym that requyreth her of loue. Capitulo C xxiiij. 

Nd* to thende ye be not deceyued", kepe yow wel fro the 
talkynge of them. And* yf one begynne to resoune and* 
talke with yow of suche mater, lete hym alone, or els la 
calle to yow somme other body to here hym say what he wil ; 
And* thus ye shalle voyde and breke his talk3nige. And" knowe 
yow for certayne, that yf ye doo thus ones or twyes, *he shalle 
nomore speke to yow therof, but in good" feyth at the last he i6 
shalle preyse and? drede yow, and? shalle saye, ' this woman is 
assured* and ferme.' And* by this maner of waye ye shalle not 
be put in theyr langlory and* talkynges, and* shall not also haue 
no blame ne diffame of the world*." 



ao 



[CHAPTER CXXV.] 
How the knyght answereth to his wyf. Capitulo C xxv. 

The knight Henne I ansuerd*, " Lady, ye be moche hard* & euyll, in 

some knight t as moche that ye wyll not suffre that your doughters be 

seek to many «>,« i xiit^x 

our daughter, amerouse : And* yf so came that somme gentyl knyght, 34 

shall she not 

love him?" worshipfiil, myghty, and* puyssaunt ynough after theyre degree, 
had* sette his herte on one of them, and* be wyllynge to loue 
her, and* take her to his wyf, why shalle she not loue hym ? " 
** Syre," sayd his wyf, " To this I shalle ansuere yow. It is so as a8 
to me semeth, that euery woman, mayde, or wydowe, may wel 
bete her self with her owne staf ; For al men ben not of one 
condycion, ne of one manere ; for that thynge whiche pleseth 
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to one is dyspleasyng to the other. And* somme ben, the [Oaxtm.] 
whiche taken grete playsyre of the grete chere and* semblaunt ask their 
that is done to them, And" that thynken but good" and* honeste. be their 

wives, but 

4 And* 8om also ben therfore more curyous to demauTide and? some do not. 
aske theyr peramonrs to be theyre wyues. But many other ben, 
whiche are not of suche manere, but all contrarye; For 
whanne they see that theyr peramonrs paynen them self to 
8 make them chere, they preyse them lesse. And? within theyr 
hertes ben doubtyng^ of them. And*, as they see them so lyght 
of wylle and^ so enamowred", they leue them, and^ demaunde 
them not for to be theyr wyues. And* thus many one, for to 

13 shewe them self to moche amerous, and? for to be to moche 
open in beholdynge and* in gyuynge feiyre semblaunt, lese 
theyre maryage. For, in certayne, they that kepe them symply, 
and? the whiche gyuen noo fayre token or semblaunt to one 

1 6 nomore than to other, ben most preysed", and* they be therfore 
the sooner weddedl Wherupon ye told* me ones an ensample 
whiche I haue not forgeten, which *happed to yow of a lady to * [Caxum, 
whome I gyue no name, the whiche ye wente ones to see her, 

20 wyllynge to take her in maryage. She, that wyst and^ knewe well The knight 
now it was spoken of yow & her lor her maryage, maade to yow a i%dy whom 

he was to 

as grete chere as she hadde loued^ and* knowen your personne marnr, but 
all the dayes of her lyf. Ye prayd? her of loue ; but by cause p^®**^!^"* 

34 that she whiche was not wyse ynough to ansuere yow curtoysly 
and* wel, ye demaunded her not; And? yf she had^ hold* her 
self more secrete and? couered, ancT more symply, ye had* take 
her to your wyf. Of whome I haue syn herd* saye that she 

a 8 hath be blamed", but I wote not for certayne yf it was so. 
And* certaynly, Syre, ye be not the fyrst to whome suche 
aduenture is happed*; For many wymmen haue lost theyr 
maryage by cause of theyr amerous loke and" fayr semblaunt. 

33 Therfore it is good" to euery woman vnwedded" for to behaue 
her symply and* clenely, and* specially before them of whome 
is spoken for her maryage. I saye not but that men must here 
honoure to eueiy one after that they be." 

12 
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[CHAPTER CXXVL] 

[Oaxton,] How men ought to lone after bis estate ancT degree. 

Capitulo C xxyj. 

Souid'art ( ^*^ ^*y® y^^» ^^^Jy wolcT ye haue kept them so straitly 

num oMoww *^*^ ^^^ sholcf not take somme plesaunce more to 4 

^*»™*' somme than to the other ? " « Syre, I wylle not that 

they haue or take ony plesaunce of them that ben of lower estate 
or degree than they be of; that is to wete, that no woman yn- 
wedded* shalle not sette her loue vpon no man of lower or 8 
lasse degree than she is of. For yf she tooke hym, her parentes 
and* Frendes shold" hold* her lassed* and" hyndered*. These 
whiche louen suche folke, done ageynste theyre worship and* 
honoure. For men ought to desyre ne coueyte nothynge so la 
moche in this world" as worship and" the frendship of the world*, 
and of hir Frendes, the whiche is lost as soone as she draweth 
oute her self oute of the gouernement and fro the counceyll of 
them. As I myght telle, yf I wold) an ensample of many whiche 16 
therfore ben dyffamed* and* hated* of theyr parents 8c Frendes. 
*[Oaxton, *" And" therfore, Syre, as I theyr moder charge and" deffende 

1. vU. 6.] V V ^ o 

them that they take no playsaunce, ne that in no wyse sette 
theyr loue to none of lower degree than they be come of, Ne ao 
nor yet of also to none of hyhe estate, whiche they may not haue to 

higher estate. '' ' y */ 

their lord. For the grete lordes shalle not take them to theyr 
wyues ; but alle theyr louynge loke and* semblaunt, they do it 
for to deceyue them, and* for to haue the delytes and 24 
playsaunce of theyr bodyes, and for to brynge them into the 
folye of the world." 

[CHAPTER CXXVII.] 

How wedded* wymmen, whiche haue sette theyr loue to 
some of lower degree than they be of, are not worthy to be aS 
callyd* wymmen. Capitulo C xxvij. 

Women that Lso, they whiche putte and* sette theyr loue on thre 

set their love "a 

on we<Med manor of folke, that is to wete, wedded" men, prestes, 

men, priesti, ' ' » r ' 

and servants, ^kud monkes, and*as to seruauntes and" folke of noughte, 3a 
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These maner of wymmen whiche take to theyr peramours aucT [Oaxum.] 
lone suche folke, I hold^ them of none extyme ne valewe, but that than harioti, 
they be more gretter harlottes than they that ben dayly at the poverty. 

4 bordell. For many wymmen of the world* done that synne of 
lechery bnt only for nede and* pouertO; or els by cause they 
haue ben deceyued* of hit by false counceylle of bawdes. But 
alle gentylle women whiche haue ynough to lyue on, the 

8 whiche make theyre peramours or louers suche maner of folke 
as before is sayd) it is by the grete ease wherin they be, 
and* by the brennynge lecherye of theyr bodyes. For they 
knowe wel that, after the lawe of theyr maryage, they may 
I a not haue for theyr lordes, ne to be theyr husbondes, men of 
the c^irche, ne other of no valewe. This loue is not for to 
recouere ony worship, but alle dishonour and shame." 

[CHAPTER CXXVni.] 

How hit is almesse to enhaunce a man into grete valour. 
1 6 Capitulo C xxviij. 

^ T the leste, syth ye wylle not graunte ne accorde that }^?"» 

youre doughters loue no man peramours as longe as 

they shalle be ynwedded*, please it yow to suffre that, 

ao whanne they shall be weddedj they may take somme plesaunce 

of loue, for to hold* and* behaue them self the more gaye and* 

loyefull, and* for the better knowe theyr behau3nige and* maner 

emonge folke of worship. And*, as before this tyme I haue 

34 sayd* to yow, It were to them grete welthe and worship to make 

a man of none extyme ne of valewe to become of grete valour." 

[CHAPTER CXXIX.] 
The answere of the lady of the Towre. Capitulo C xxix. 

Ire, to thys I ansuere yow, I wylle well, and* am content, women 

«B ' ^ J ' J '^ 'should make 

s8 that they make good* chere to all worshipfulle men, •^^^^^^f^'fj? 

more to sompe than to the other, that is to wete, to them [°*°t^°^" 
of gretter name and* more gentyl, or els better men of theyr ^^^^^ J 
persones. And* after that they here to them worship and 
52 honour, And that they synge and* daunce before them honour^ 

12—2 
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[Oaxtan,] ably. But as for to loue peramours sythe they shall be wedded, 
give to men withoute it be of suche lone as men ought to here vnto folke of 

such love as 

wuimake worshippe, for to loue and* worshippe them after that they be 

them better ^^ . 

and more worthy and* of valour, And* whiche haue had* grete payne and* 4 
trauaylle to gete and* acquere glorye and* wor^yp by theyr 
valyauQce in armes, These must be loued", doubted) serued*, 
and honoured) withoute hauynge in them ony plesaunce, sauf 
only for the bounte of them. But to saye and" hold* hit good) 8 
that a wedded* woman shold^ loue and* haue a peramour, Ne 
take the othe and* feythe of none, to thende that they be 
theyr louers and peramours, Ne also to gyue their feith and* 
othe to none, I trowe and^ wene certaynly that no lady ne la 
damoysell wedded) ne woman of other estate, shall not put her 
estate and* worship in this balaunce, for many reasons; the 
whiche I shalle declare vnto yow. Wherof the fyrst is ai before 

No amorous I told* yow, that none woman amerous shalle neuer be soo 16 

woman can *' 

vouuy*' deuoute in her prayers, ne to here the seruyse of Gk)d) as she 
• [Oaat<m, * was before. For oute of loue spryngen and* comen to many 
thoughtes, and* Melancolye, as men sayn ; And* many one ben 
so enamoured* and* enflammed* of loue that, yf they herd* ryng ao 
the last peel of a masse, and* that they knewe that theyr 
peramoure wold* haue come to see them, they shold* lese the 
masse for to please to theyr peramoure. This is no game egaly 
parted*. But suche is the temptacion of Venus, the goddesse of 24 
lecherye. The other Beason I doo compare to the mercer, 
whiche weyeth his sylke whiche is fyn and* lyght, but yet he 
maye put so moche of it into the balaunce that it shalle 
ouerbere the weyght whiche is at the other syde of the balaunce ; aS 
That is to saye, that the woman may be soo moche enamoured*, 
nor love her that lasso she shalle loue her lord* therfore, and* that the loue. 

lord duly. ^ ' 

worship, and cheuaunce whiche he shold* haue, she shalle take 
fro hym, and* gyue it to other. And* for certayne, a woman 39 
may not haue two hertes, no more than a greyhond* may 
renne after two bestes. Therfore, Impossyble is that she myght 
loue her peramour of trewe loue, and* her lord aiao, withoute 
&ttte or deceyuaunce. But Qod* and Eeson naturell con- 36 
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strayneth * her. For, as the clerkes say, and the predycatours, [Oaxton.j 
God* beganne the world by maryage of man and woman ; And'the worwby 
God? hym self, whanne he came in to this world, he spake and? 

4 treated" at a sermon that he made of maryage, sayeng that 
maryage is a sacrament loyned* and" annexed* of God? to the man 
and? the woman, & how they be but one body, and? that they 
oughte to lone eche other more than fader ne moder, ne other 

8 creature. And? therfore, syth that God* hath assembled" them, 
no man mortal ou^t not to separe them, ne take fro them the 
lone whiche is bytwene them. This, sayd" God* of his owne 
mouthe. And? therfore at the dore where as the preest maketh and men and 

women swear 

I a them to swere that they shalle loue and? kepe eche other, bothe »« church to 

" * love each 

seke and? hole, And* that they shalle not gwerpysshe or leue o*®'* 
eche other for none other better or worse ; and" therfore I saye, 
syth the creatour of al the creatures sayd* so, it is but one 
1 6 thynge and? one body, that men ought to gwerpysshe and* leue al 
other worldly loue, for to take the loue whiche oughte to be in 
maryage, how thenne shold* the wedded woman gyue her loue how then can 

a woman give 

ne do ony oth to some other, withoute consent of her lord"? I herioveto 

•^ ' * another? 

20 trowe that, after *the wylle of God? and* the commaundementes •[Cdztan, 

m {1 

of holy chirche, that this may not dewely be done withoute feythe 
be broken of one syde or of [o]ther, and? many horryble dedes 
done. For in good? feythe I doubte not but that they whiche ben 
94 amerous, and gyuen theyr feythe to other men, louen but lytel or 
nought theyre husbondes, and* that they be cursed? of God"." 

[CHAPTER CXXX.] 

How a woman whiche wylle kepe her honour must doo ne shewe 
no manner of semblaunt to none. Capitulo C xxx. 

38 Here ben yet other Eeasons for to kepe the loue of her if a woman 

, love a man, 

'*t lord? clenely, withoute daunger or parylle, that is toan<Jher 

'=' *^ " servant or 

wete, ageynst enuyous folke that haue euylle and cursed? *"°*«'»« 

tongues, whiche maken the fals reportes ; that is to saye, that yf 

33 ony woman maketh somme semblaunt of loue to some man, And* 

yf that somme other her seruaunt, or ony other body, perceyueth 

it, As they shalle be departed? fro her, they anone shalle 

* Orig. oonstrayueth. 



I 
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[Ouisn.) talke and* speke therof before the folke; And'ihuB ehal the 
talked Dt and wordes BOO feiTe goo, that at the laste, men shalle saye that 
biuii«d, she hath fowted* ia dede ; and by this maner Is a good* & trewe 
woman blamed and dishonoured! And* yf lut befalle that by 4 
somme aduenture her lord' Laue ony knowlectynge of hit, he 
■DdioHfaer alalia take her in hate, and* of hertely lone he shalle nener 
m™. loue her, And" euer he shalle saye euylle of her. And thus is 

the trewe lone of maryage lost and? go fixi them, anct netier S 
parfyght loye ne lone shalle they haue togyder. And' therfore 
grete parylle is to euery wedded' woman to pnt her lord'anf hia 
estate, & the welthe & loye of her maryi^e, in this balaunce 
& in suche perylloua anenture. Wherfor T conmceyll not to no n 
good woman to bane ony peramoar, ue to be amerous, in £o 
mocb that she be aubget to other than to her lord ; for by eucbe 
a cause many good maryagea haue ben left & forgoten, &, for 
one word? that is come therof, an C euyls ben comen therfor. i6 
I sbal telle yow therof one example of them wMobe ben dede, 
& haue fynyashed tbeyr lyues by the peryla whiche ben in 
Of nun J folysahe loue. The lady of Conssy ft her peramonre deide 
diedwithont tberof, & alao dyd" the castellayne of the Verger, And? after » 
'[Ouion, her the duchesse, 'And" alao many other deyde therof, only for 
aiwiforone ^^ ''^'^^f "id" the moat pai-te witboute Confesayon or ahryfte, 
ihV'^^ wherfore I wote not how they doo in the other world: But I 
bmina double not but that the delytea and" playsauncea whiche they '4 
tooke therof in thia woi'ld* shalle be to them derely soldi AnfC 
the delytes of tbem that ben amerous ben sucbe, that for one 
loye that they receyue of hit, they sufire and" haue therfore 
an dolours, And' for one worship, bonderd' shames. AnfiS 
euer I haue herd* saye, that a woman amerous shalle nener 
after loue her lord? with good* herte, but that she shalle euer be 
in Melant^lye and in amalle thonghtes." 

[CHAPTER CXXXL] 
Bow aknyght loned'tbe lady of the Toure. Ca. Cxxxj. ga 
Ady, ye moke me to be memeylled' bow that ye ao sore 
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byleue that ye be so trewe in your spekynge, that ye neuer [Oaxton,] 

were amerous ? Gertaynly I haue wel herd* the complaynte of 

some, of whome ye holcf wel your pees." ** Syre," sayd* the lady, The lady teiis 

the knjght 

4 '* I trowe that ye wold not byleue me yf I told* to you the very 
trouthe therof ; but as for to saye I haue ben prayd of loue, 
I haue many tymes perceyued* how somme men were aboute to 
speke to me therof, but euer I brake theyr wordes, & called 

8 to me somme other, wherby I dyd* breke theyr faytte. Wherof 
ones hit befelle, as many knyghtes and* ladyes were playenge 
with me, that a knvffht sayd to me how that he louefdl all the that a knight 

. . . talked to her 

ladyes that ben in this worldl And* I dyd* demaunde and* asked of loye; 

)3 hym yf hit was long syn that sekenes & euylle had taken him. 
& he ansuerd that it was wel ij yere gone and past, and* 
that neuer he durst telle it to me. I thenne ansuerd to hym 
that it was nothynge of that space of tyme, & that he hasted" 

1^ hym to moche, and that it was but a temptacion, & that he 
shold goo to the chirche for to cast vpon hym holy water, and 
that he shold saye his Aue maria, & that his temptacion shold" 
sone after go fro hym. For the loue was newe. And" he 

20 demaunded of me why. And" thenne I sayd" to hym that but she toid 

him to wait 

none peramoure or louer ought not to saye to his lady that he seven years, 

and a half 

loueth her, *tyll the tyme of seuen yere and* an half be •[Oaxton, 

. m. ii. 

passyd & gone, and that it was but a lytell temptacion. 

^4 Thenne he wende to haue argued} and* put many reasons vnto 
me, whanne I sayd" al on tyghe : * Behold" ye all what sayth 
this knyght, whiche is but two yere syn he loued" fyrst one 
lady I * And" thenne he prayd" that I shold" kepe my pees therof, 

a8 and that in good" feythe he shold" neuer speke to me therof. 

But at the last he sayd to me, ' Lady of the Towre, ye be moche and he re- 

plied she was 

euylle and" straunge; and" also after your wordes ouer prowd" evil and 

strange. 

in loue, I doubte that ye haue not be euer so straunge. Ye be 
33 lyke the lady of the fucille, whiche said to me thus, that she 
wold" neuer here ne vnderstand the noote and" wordes of none, 
sauf one tyme that a knyghte prayd" her, but she had an vncle 
whiche she made to hyde hym self behynd her, for to here and" 
36 vnderstande what that the knyght shold" seye ; wherin she dyd^ 
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iOnctm.] grete treason. For lie wende wel aecretely to eajo hie rayEOUj 
and* Tend' not that ony one hacT herd' hym, bat her self 
alone, Wterfore I dare almost aay that bothe yow and" she be 
but gret« spekers, and* lytell pyteoas of them that reqnyre 4 
mercy and* grace; And' she iB of your oppynyon, that no 
ladyes or damoyseh may not disporte them with none othar 
than with theyr lord, for the reeona which ye bane sayd before.' 
But, i^re, sayd thewne the Lady of the Tour to her lord", 8 
as for your dougbters, ye may saye to them and charge them 
of that what shalle befalle yow, but after the faytte or dede 
The Ud7 of ryght shall be done. Syre, I pray to God' that to worship and" 
pn/itiut honour they may come, ae I desyre. For myn entencion and*'! 
najcoiiiBto wyll ia not to ordeyne vpon none ladyes ne damoyaels, but yf 
iionour. iiit; be vpon mjn owne doughters, of wbome I bane the 
chastysement and* charge. For euery good? lady or damoyselle, 
yf God be pleased*, shalle goaeme and kepe hem self well to i6 
theyr worship and* honour, withoute I, that am of lytell wytte 
and lytell Inowynge, entremete me therof." 

[CHAPTER CXXXIL] 
Yet speketh the knyght of the Toure. Capitulo C sxxij. 

m ij ao 
* [Owton, T the lest, my lady, I wylle yet argne to yow, sayeng< 

"a that, yf sbe may seme to come vnto wor^ip and'valotir, 
the whicbe had nener, ne also shold" haoe courage ne 
hardynes to pnt hem self in payn to bane hit, but it were for 34 
the loue and* playsyr of bis lady, and* by good* trust to be a good* 
knyght, and'Keaommed'amonge the valyaout and* hardy, for to 
Yei ths K^** worship and" the grace of bis peramour. And" for a lytell 
^suovs chere, a man comynge of lowe degree may be enbaimced'by bis 18 
■oHdagTM. lone, snd'be compted' amonge the worthy and valyaunt." 
[CHAPTER CXXXIII] 
How one must be wyly and* Bubtyll for to disconere hia lone. 
Capitulo C xzxiij 

Uit; nr Ire, bit si'iuctli me that there be many maners of loue. And*, 3> 

led, lint ^ ns men saye, the one is better than the other. For yf Mt 
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be 80 that a knyght or sqnyer loueth somme lady or damoyselle [Oaxton.] 
by wors^yp and* honoure only, AndT for to kepe her worship for wowhip 
and the curtosye of her, and* for the good that she shalle do to only. 

4 hym, suche loue is good) whiche is wythout prayer or request." 
** What, lady, yf he requyreth her to kysse or embrace hym, it 
is no force, the wyndes blowen it awey 1 " '* Ha, a I Syre, I The hdy 
answere vnto yow, that as wel to my dooghters as to other that 

8 me semeth ; And* therto I consente, that they maye make to 

them good* chere, and* that they kysse them before all, to thende 

that they lose not theyr valour. But, as for my doughters 

whiche ben here present, I defende and* withsaye to them the 

I a kyssyng, and* alle suche maners of disportes. For the wyse lady that Uasfng '■ 

parent and 

Kebecca, whiche was ryght gentylle and* noble, sayth, the cousin to foui 

Qeeos. 

kyssynge is nyghe parente and Cosyn vnto the fowle &ytte 
or dede. And* Sybylle sayth, that the fyrst signe or token of 

i6 loue is the loke or beholdyng ; and* after the amorous loke they 
come to the kyssynge, and* thenne the dede or faytte; The 
whiche dede taketh awey the loue & worship of God & of the 
world; & thus they come from one dede to another. & I lete 

ao you know that me semeth that, assone as they suffre them to be 

kyssed, they * put them self in the subieption of the deuyll, * [Oixton, 
whiche is to subtyll. For suche one weneth wel at the 
begynnyng to kepe hym fermely and* be stronge, the whiche 

H he deceyueth by his subtyll arte and* crafte, and* by suche 
kyssynges. And* thus, as one kyssynge draweth to hym another. 
And as the fyre kyndeleth a strawe, and* fro that strawe it ab one straw 

settetli a 

Cometh and* kyndeleth another, & thus atte last the bedde house on fire, 

so love 

aS is a fyre, & the hows also ; in lyke wyse is it of suche loue. wndieth eva. 
And* yet I charge yow, my fayre doughters, that ye be no 
players. For suche playeng causeth oftyme many a folysshe 
loke and* beholdynge, by the whiche may perauentur come 

93 blame and* euylle renomme. I herd* ones reherce and* saye a Tiie Duciien 

^ '^ ^ of Bavaria 

tale of the Duchesse of Bauyere, how that she had* wel twenty 

subgettes, as men sayd*, the whiche loued her, and* to echo of 

them she gaf signe and* token of loue. She playd with them at 

36 the tables, and wan of them coursers, and* hakneys, and* dere 
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OF A HOLY HEBMIT 



[Caxton, 

took gifts 
from many 
who loved 
her, but was 
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last. 
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womnn is led 
to evil by 
covetousness. 



•[Qixten, 
m. iii.6. 



A holy 
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twenty-five 
years on 
bread and 
herbs, 



and in a 
vUion was 
told to go to 
Aquileia, 



and* ryche furrynges, and* also rynges and" precious stones, and" 
many other lewels ; and* grete prouffyte she had by them. But, 
for certayne, she coude neuer kepe her self so wel, but that at 
the last she was blamed* and* dyffamedl And* better it had* be 4 
for her worshyp, that she had boughb and payed* alle that she 
had* of them half derer more than it was worthe. Therfore 
grete perylle is to euery lady or damoysell, and* to all other good* 
and* worshipfuU wymmen, to vse suche playenge and* be of suche 8 
lyf. For the most appertyse and* wyse fyndT them self at the 
last, by suche delynge mocked* and* blamed*, and'fowle dyfifamed*. 
And* therfore, my fayre doughters, take ye here good* ensample, 
and* be ye not to curyous to ony playe for to wynne suche la 
ouches or fermaylles ; For, by the couetousnes to gete and* haue 
suche lewels for nought, many a woman put her self in subiec- 
tion ; and* oftyme it befalleth therfor that they be deceyued. 
And* thus is it good to aduyse and* beware hym self before the i6 
comynge of the stroke." 

[CHAPTER CXXXIV.] 

How the holy lady approuued* the heremy te. Ca. C xxx[i]v. 

•• • 
m uj 

Ayr doughters, I wylle telle yow one of the last ensamples 20 

of this book. It is of a full good lady whiche is moche 

to be preysed. And this ensample is reherced in the 

booke of Vitas Patrum, how the wyf of the prouost of Acquylee 

approued an holy Heremyte by his bounte. 24 

Ther was thenne an holy Heremyte in an heremytage, the 

whiche had* ben there by the space of xxv yere, where as he 

ete but breed* and* herbes and* Botes, And* ofte he fasted*, and* 

was of good* and* holy lyuynge. This good* and* holy Heremyte a8 

beganne ones vpon a tyme to saye, " A, good lorc^ my creatour 

and* my maker 1 yf ageynst the I haue ony thyng mysprysed*, I 

demaunde and* crye to the, mercy ; and* yf I haue this xxy 

yere done ony good*, dwellyng stylle in this Heremytage, what ^2 

meryte shalle I haue therfore 1 " A vysyon came sone to hym, 

by the whiche hym thought that he sawe oure Lord*, whiche 

sayd* to hym, " Thow ghalt haue the meryte of the prouost of 
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Acquylee and* of his wyf." And* thenne, whanDe he hed seene this [Oueum ] 
yysyon, he sayd* that he shold neaer reste tylle he come into 
Acquyllee for to enquere of the lyf and* condycions of the 

4 prouost and* of his wyf. He wente thyder, And, as Qod wold*, 
thurgh the grace of the holy ghoost, the prouost and* his wyf 
knewe wel the comynge of this Heremyte, and* the cause also 
why he came thyder. It befelle thenne, as the Heremyte was 

8 nyghe by the Towne, he sawe the prouost, whiche yssued? 
oute of hit with a grete companye of men, and* wente to make 
lastyse of a Squyer, whiche had slayne another Squyer ; And* 
was the prouost rydynge vpon a fayr courser, And had on hymi 
la a fayre gowne of sylke rychely furred", And* all his men that 
were aboute hym wel clothed* & arayedl Andi as sone as the 
prouoste sawe the Heremyte, he knewe hym, as the wylle of where the 

■ provoat sent 

God* was, and* callyd' hym, and* saydl *' Good' and* trewe man, hhntohis 

" wife, 

i6 goo ye home to my wyf, and* take her this rynge. And* telle 
her that she doo to yow as she wold* doo to me." The Heremyte 
demaunded* of hym what he was. And* he answerd* to hym that 
he was the prouost of Acquyllee. The Heremyte thenne, that 

ao sawe hym in suche estate and* boo Kychely clothed", was 

abasshed", and ryght sore merueylled) that he *was so *[Cdxton, 
coyntely arayed*, and* that he wente for to make a man to be 
hanged*. He wyst not what he shold* thynke or saye, and* was 

a4al troubled* and* abasshed) And* hym thought that he had* 
nothynge deserued of God*. But neuertheles he wente to the 
prouostes place, and founde there the lady his wyf, to whome 
he toke the rynge, and said vnto her that her lord sent hym 

a8 thyder, And* that she shold* doo to hym as she wold* doo to 

hym self. The good lady receyued hym, and* made the table to who receired 

him with 

be couerd, & prayd hym to sytte before her. She made hym to bonoor, 
be semed of grete plente of good and* delycate metes, and* of 

53 good wynes. And* the Heremyte, whiche was not wont to haue 
before hym suche metes, Neuertheles he ete and dranke there, 
And sawe how the good lady toke the good* metes that were put 
before her, and how she brake and* dressed the good capons 

36 and other metes. And* thenne slie dyd* put it al togyder in a 
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lotxton.] grete dysshe, and sente it to the poure folke, And toke only 

for her refection brede and* water ; And* thus 8he dyd euery day, 

and made botbe at souper and at dyner. And as the euen came, she had 

him lie in her . 

lord's bed. the Hercmyte into her chambre, whiche was rychely hanged 4 
with cloth of sylke, and nobly dressed and arayed, and sayd to 
hym, '* Good* and trewe man, ye shall lye in the bedde of my lord 
and in his chambre." The Heremyte wold hane reffused it ; but 
the lady sayd that she wold do the comaundement of her lord, g 
And that fpr certayne he shold lye there. There she made to 
be brought to hym good spyces, and stronge and good wynes, 
wherto the good Heremyte tooke boo good a sanoure that he 

And he was etc and* dranke soo moche, that he was dronke, and* ful loyous za 

heated with , f J 

wine, in his spekynge ; For the good* wyn had soone ouercomen hym, 

by cause he was not wonte to drynke of hit. He wente to 
bedde, and the lady vndyd* her clothes, and leyde her self by 
hym, and* beganne to embrace and* taste hym. And* the i6 
Heremyte, that moche hadde taken of metes and drynkes, 

80 that when awaked, and his flesshe beganne sore to be meuyd*, And wold 

the lady 

cnme to bed haue accomplysshed the faytte or dede of fornycacion with the 

to him, he 

would have ]ady. Thoune sayd she to hym, " Swete Frende, whanne my ao 

embraced " " '' 

her, but she lord* wyl haue to doo with me of suche thyng, he goeth fyrste 

d^coid'mtto'^ to bathe, and wassheth hym selfe in that Tubbe, whiche ye see 

• [Cfawton, yonder full of water, for to be the more * clone and fayre." And* 

m. iiii. h.\ 

thereroyte, whiche thoughte to nothyngi than to fulfylle and* 24 
accomplysshe his wyll, sterte in the tubbe full of water, and* 
bathed* and* wasshed* hym in the water, whiche was cold* as ony 
yse; and anone he was as half dede of coldl Thenne the lady 
called* hym to her ; And* he came alle shakynge, For his hete aS 
was gone, and* also his euylle wylle. And* the lady embraced* 
hym ageyne so moche that he gate hete, and was so chauffed* 
that he wold* haue done his folyBshe delyte. And* as she sawe 
hym soo chauffed* and so brennyng in that fowle delyte of 3^ 
lecherye, she prayd hym that he wold*, for the loue of her, goo 
and wasshe hym ageyne in the tubbe, for to be the clener ; And* 
and this he he, that yet had* not slepte and* was full of myghty and* stronge 
second time, wynes, as a man oute of his wytte, rose vp oute of the bedde, 5^ 
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and* wente and* bathed? hym ageyn into the tubbe ; and* anone [Caxton.] 
the cold* water made hym feble & hard* for coldl Thenne the 
kdy called? hym to her ageyne ; And? shakynge he came to her, 

4 as he dyd? before ; his teeth shoke and" bete eche other for 
cold*, And? alle his grete hete was passed? and? gone. The lady 
roose vp, and? couered* hym well with warme clothes^ and* lefte 
hym alone, to thende he shold take his reste. And* soone 

8 after, as he was a lytyll warme, he fylle into a slepe, for his and then fen 

asleep. 

hede was ryght pesaunt and* heuy. And* he awoke not tylle the 

morowe was come. To his rysynge cam an old" preest or 

chappellayne, whiche demaunded* hym how he dede. And? 

12 whanne he perceyued? that he laye in so fayr a bedde, and that 

he was so taken and surprysed) he was full of shame, and* in the mom., 
moche merueylled* how in that dronkeship and" folysshe wylle he ashamed, and 

'^ *> 'f asked about 

was falle. He thenne sawe wel, that they were of gretter **»• p^^ost 

and Qu wue* 

1 6 meryte than he was, And* demaunded? of the Chappellayne, of 
the lyf and? gouemaunce of the Prouost and* of his wyf ; And* he 
told hym that the most parte of the dayes of the yere they 
wered* the hayre, And* that the good metes whiche were 

30 brought at the table before them they sente to poure folke, 
and? ete black brede and metes of lytyll sauoure, and? dranke but 
water ; And how they fasted* the most parte of the weke. He 
after demaunded* of hym why that tubbe full of cold water was 

34 sette by theyr bedde; And* he answerd that it was put there for 

to kepe them fro the brennynge wylle of *lecherye, for as ^lOaxton, 

^ m. v.] 

soone as she or he is chauffed, and* their flesshe mouyng to that 
fowle delyte, they ryse out of the bed, & wasshe and* bathe 

a8 them self in this tubbe, whiche is ful of water, excepte one 
daye of the weke. Thenne as theremyte had* this examyned the 
old" Chappellayne vpon the faytte of the prouost and* of the 
lady his wyf, and* that he was well certayne how they ledde 

3a theyr lyf, he thought that the prouost, how be it that he 
were nobly and Eychely arayed* withoute, and* to the sight of 
the folke, whiche secretely, vnknowynge to no man, bare and 
had on his flesshe the hayre, and* made good lustyce and the 

36 execucion of the mysdoers to be done and executed" bifore hym. 



190 THE HERMIT REPENTED OF HIS SIN. 

icaxtan.] was worthy to haue, and* aho his wyf, seuen tymes more 
And thinking meryte. For he remembrycT hym of the fowle dede whiche 

of the past 

night, lie was he wold hauo commysed" or done with the good* lady, And* 

ashamed and 

cursed how sho essayed*, wherof he was moche vergoynous and* 4 

shamefully and within his herte he cursed* hym self that euer 
he departed" oute of his heremytage, and that in trouthe he 
was not worthy to puUe of theyr shone and hosen fro theyr 
legges, wherfore fro thens he departed shameful and*wepynge, 8 
sayenge with a hyghe voys, **Fayre God* and* good* lordj I 
knowe no gretter tresour more noble ne more precious than 
is the good* lady whiche hath essayed* me, sene my foly, and* 
appronued* my fallace and* decepcion ; And* veryly she is wel » 
worthy to be called and named* the precious Margaryte, as ye 
sayd* in the Euangely/' Thus spake the holy Heremyte in hym 

and repented Self allone, and repented* hym of his mysdede, and* humbly 

cryed to God mercy, praysynge the good* lady of her good* lyf. *^ 
Therfore a woman is to be preysed* whanne she essayeth her 
self, and* that she can resiste ageynst the temptacions of the 
deuyl, and* ageynst the feblenes of her mortal flesshe, the 
folysshe wylle of her fowle delyte. And* thenne, as that fowle ^^ 
and* dampnable delyte is by them accomplysshed* and* done, 
they repente them of it ; but it is to late. For the denyl, as he 
hath purchaced and brought them therto, he holdeth them in 
his subiection, and for his seruauntes, and* assembled* and* H 
bynde them togyder, in suche wyse that with grete payne 
they may be vnboundl 

[CHAPTER CXXXV.] 

[Caxton, How the deuylle tempteth many one of the synne where as he 

*"• '• '"' fyndeth them most wyllynge and* redy to. a8 

Capitulo C xxxY. 

A great tody N Ensample I shalle reherce vnto yow of a grete lady, 

was a widow, rm»ii 

with one a whichc was lady to a Baron. This lady was longe tyme 

married 

daugiiter, in the state of wedowhede, and* had* but a doughter, 3^ 

whiche was wedded* to a grete lord*. She thenne became seke, 
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and* laye in her dedelj bedde, and* made the cheste, where as her iOnxion.] 
tresoure was in, to be sealed! and* the keye to be brouffht vnto deathbed she 

hid in the bed 

her, whiche she put in a lynen clothe vnder her bak. The dethe the key of a 

, chest, 

4 ranne fast vpon her ; and* she, whiche had* euer thoujt to her 
tresour, lyfte yp her hand*, makynge signe or token that 
none shold* approche ne come to her back. And* thus she dyd* 
styll, tylle that she deyde, and* rendryd* her sowle oute of her 

8 body. Thenne came the doughter, whiche was a grete lady, 
and* demaunded* of them that were at her deth yf she had* 
ony tresour. They ansuerd*, that they knewe of none, but 
thought that she had* some, and* that yf she had* ony, it was 

fa hyd'somwher aboute her bedde. They told* to her the maner of 
her moder, and* how she wold* not suffre that ony body shold* 
come by her, and also how she maade a cheste to be sealed*, 
and* the keye of hit brought to her, whiche keye she kepte 

1^6 euei* vnder her back. The corps was meued* and* toume$ and* 

the keye found*. And* thenne her doughter wente into a Towre in which her 

daughter 

where as the Chyste was, and* opened* hit ; wherin she fond*, as found great 

wealthy 

wel in coyne as in plate, more than thyrtty thousand* pound*; 

zo but the gold* was found* in cloutis and* ballys of threde and* of 
wulle, and* in other thynges ; wherof alle they that knewe and* 
sawe the maner of it, were merueylled^ and abasshed. The 
doughter thenne made a Crosse, and* sayd*, that in good* 

3^ feythe she held* her not so ryche by the xxv parte as she was, 
wherfore she merueylled moche, and* was sore abasshed*. And* 
yet she sayd* how of late she and* her lord also cam to her, 
and* prayd* her to helpe and* lene to them some of her good* tyll 

aS a certayne tyme that they shold* rendre it and* paye it her 

ageyne, And* that she sware & made grete othes to them that though she 

had pre- 

she had* no money, ne no syluer, but suche plate as they sawe tended to b« 
abrode, that was a coup and* a * pyece only ; And* therfore was * [Cdxton, 

3a she moche merueylled* to fynd there so grete a tresour. Thenne 
sayd* the folke whiche were with her, ^'Madame, be not ye 
merueylled, for we ben therof more merueylled* than yow; 
For yf she wold* send* on a message, or els as she had* som 

3$ other thyng to do, she borowed* some money of oure ser- 
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The daughter 
and her hus- 
band kept all 
this money, 
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prayers for 
their mother, 
nor made any 
tomb for her. 



Of a widow 



m, yi. b.] 

who led a 
good Ufe, 



uaiintes, & sayd* that she had* no money, by her feythe." The 
doughter tooke alle this good* with her, and* went her waye 
toward" her lord*, to whome she was welcome ; And* of all this 
tresour was neuer gyuen a halfpeny for the sowle of theyr 4 
moder, but soone they forgate her. For it is not yet longe 
tyme gone that I was where as she was buryed, and demaunded* 
and* asked" of the Monkes of the Abbey e where she lay, and* 
why she had* no tombe on her, or some token of her. And 8 
they ansuerd" to me that, syn she was entered" there, no masse, 
ne no seniyse at all, ne none other good" ther had" be done for 
her. By this ensample may ye knowe how the deuylle is subtyll 
to tempte the folke of the synne where he seeth them most 12 
entatched"; & soo fast he holdeth them in it, that they maye 
not lene it, withoute to be therof Confessyd"; and" maketh 
them his seroanntes, as he dyd the forsayd" lady. For he dyd* 
soo moche that she was subgette and seraaunt to her gold, in 16 
suche wyse that she durst not take of hit to doo her ony goodl 
And therfore, my fayre doughters, here is a good ensample that, 
yf it befelle that God of his grace sende yow ony grete goodj 
that ye departe largely of hit to the poure folke, in the worship ao 
of God and for the loue of hym. And specially to youre poure 
parentes and" neyghbours ; and leue it not to be departed by the 
handes of youre heyres ; as dyde this lady, for whome, after 
her dethe, was neuer masse ne none other good done for her, as H 
ye haue herd'tofore, 

[CHAPTER CXXXVI.] 

Thexample of a good wydowe. Capitulo C xxxvj 

Nother Ensample I wylle telle yow contrary to this. It 
is of a good lady, whiche longe tyme was in wydowhede. a8 
She was of a holy lyf, and moche humble & * honourable, as 
she whiche euery yere kepte and" held* a Feste ypon Crystemasse 
day of her neyghbours bothe ferre and* nere, tyll her halle was 
ful of them. She serued" and* honoured", eche one after his 3a 
degree; And specially she bare grete reuerence to the good^ 
and trewe wymmen, and* to them whiche had" deseruyd" to be 
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worshippedl Also she was of suche customme, that yf she [QuOoni 
knewe ony poure gentyll woman that Bhold* be wedded) She po^r pe^e 
arayed* her with her lewels. Also she wente to the obsequye of unSfunnSa, 

4 the poure gentyll wymmen, and*gaf there torches^ and* all suche 
other lumynary as it neded therto. Her dayly ordenaunce was, 
that she rose erly ynough, and* had* euer Freres, and two or 
thre chappellayns, whiche sayd* matyns before her within her 
8 oratorye ; And* after she herd* a hyhe masse and* two lowe, 
And* sayd* her seruyse full deuoutely ; And* after this she wente 
and* arayed* her self, and* walked* in her gardyn or els aboute 
her place, sayenge her other deuocions & prayers. And* as tyme 

12 was, she wente to dyner ; And* after dyner, yf she wyste and* 

knewe ony seke folke or wymmen in theyr childbedde, she went^ »nd vUfted 
to see and* vysyted* them, and* made to be brou^t to them of her 
best mete. And* there as she my^t not go her self, she had a 

i6 seruaunt propyce iherfore, whiche rode ypon a lytell hors, and* 
bare with hym grete plente of good mete and drynke for to 
gyue to the poure and* soke folke there as they were. And* after 
she had* herd* euensonge, she wente to her souper, yf she fasted* 

ao not. And'tymely she wente to bedde; And* made her stywardT 
to come to her to wete what mete sholde be had* the next daye, 
■and* lyued by good" ordenaunce, and wold* be purueyed* byfore 
of alle suche thynge that was nedefull for her housholdl She obwnring 

"^ ^ Also all tba 

H made grete abstynence, and" wered* the hayre vpon the Wednes- Jj"**?**** 
day and vpon the Fryday. And hou I knowe this, I shalle telle 
it to yow. This good lady dyed* in a Manoyr whiche she held in 
dowa[r]ye, the whiche was apperteynynge to my lord* my fader, 

^8 And* I and* my susters, whiche were but yonge of age, cam to 
duelle there ; And* the bedde wheron this good* lady deyd* was 
broken in pyeces, & vnder the strawe was founde a hayr, 
whiche a damoysell toke, And sayd* to ys that it was the hayr of wb«n ahe 

33 her lady, And that she wered* it two or thre dayes in the found that 

•he had worn 

weke; And* also told** and* reherced'to vs her good* condycions •[autan, 
and* her good* lyf. And* how she Rose euery nyght thre tymes, "hair-«hirt 
and* kneled doune to the ground* by her bedde, and* rendryd* *'****''•*• 
36thankyngeB to God*, and* prayd for al Crysten sowles, And* 

13 
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ICaxtonJ} 

The Udy was 
CecUe of 
Ballenylle ; 



an example 
to all other 
women; 



of whom I 
recollect 
many things, 
though I was 
but young 
when she 
died. 



[Oaxtonf 
m. Til. b.] 

Cathon was 
a Roman 
philosopher, 



how she dyd gi-ete alines to the poures. This good* lady, that 
wel is worthy to be named* and* preysed*, had* to name My lady 
Cecyle of Ballenylle. And* yet I hane herd* saye that her broder 
myghte spende yerely xviij M pound'; but, notwithstondynge 4 
that, she was the most humble and" the most good* and* curtoys 
lady that euer I knewe or wyste in ony countrey, and* that 
lasse was enuyous, and* neuer she wold* here say ony euyll of 
no body, but excused* them, & prayd* to God" that they my^t 8 
amende them, and* that none was that knewe what to hym 
shold happe. And thus she blamed them that spake enylle of 
other folk, And*maade them abasshed*of that she repreued*them 
so as s^e dyd*. And* thus oughte to doo euery good* woman, la 
and* euery good man, at thexample of this good* lady. And* 
knowe ye that hit is a noble yertu not to be enuyous. And* 
not to be loyeful of the dommage or scathe of other. And*, 
for certayn, this good* lady sayd that they which auaunced'16 
them of the euylle and* ommage of other, and* that mocked 
theyr neyghbours and* other, And* that God shold punysshe 
them or some of theyr nyghe frendes and parentes, wherof 
came to them grete shame. And* that haue I sene ofte befalle, 20 
as the good lady sayd*; For none oughte not to luge ne 
reproche the dammage or euylle of other. Many suche fayre 
and prouffytable talkyng of this good* lady is in my memorye, 
Notwithstondyng the yong age whiche I was of whanne she 94 
deyde ; For I was not aboue ten yere old*. She had* a ryghte 
noble ende, and, as I wene, ryght agreable to God*; And*, as 
men say communely, of honest and* good lyf cometh euer a 
good* ende. 98 

[CHAPTER CXXXVn.] 

The thre enseygnementes or lernyngcs whiche Cathon gaf to his 
sone. Capitulo C xxxvij 

Nother eusample I will tell yow, of the wyse Cathon, by 
whos wysedome was all the Cyte of Bome gouerned. He 3a 
made & wrote many fayr auctorytees, the whiche yet as 
now make grete memore of hym. This Cathon had a sone, 



a 
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and as he was in the bedde of his deth, he callyd* his sone to hym, [OxoBton.] 
the whiche had* to name Cathonet, and sayd* to hym, " Fayre ^th^he*" 
sone, I haue longe lyued* in this world*, whiche is moche hard* to uis^iif ^ 

4 knowe, and* moche meraeyllous, and* alwey shall wexe wors, as 
I trowe ; wherfore I wold* and* desyre moche that your goueme- 
ment and* manor of lyuynge shold* be good, to the worship of 
yow and* of all your frendes. I haue take therfore to yow by 

8 wrytynge many enseygnementes, the whiche shalle prouffyte 
to you herafter, yf ye therto wylle sette your herte, and* haue 
them in youre memorye. Neuertheles, I haue bethought in whom he 

advised; 

my self to telle and* gyue yow other thre er I deye ; wherfore 
ta I praye yow that euer ye wyU haue them in your memorye. 

[CHAPTER CXXXVIIL] 

The Pyrste enseygnement. Capitulo C xxxviij. 

He fyrst enseygnement of the thre is this, that ye take fint: to 
none oflfyce of your souerayne lord*, yf so be that ye haue Jf^^^* 

i6 good* ynough & good* suffysaunte after as your estate ^j®"^^. 

oughte to haue, and* nomore ye ought to aske of God*; And* *"***» 
therfore ye ought not put your self in subiection to lose your 
good* by somme euyll word* or by somme euyll reporte. For 

20 certaynly, my fayr sone, there be lordes of dyuerse condycions 
and* maners. Somme ben hasty, and* that lyghtely bileue ; And* 
somme haue other maners of condycion; And* therfore men 
oughte to haue suffysaunce, and* be doubtynge to put hym self, 

34 his estate, and* worship, in parylle and* in the daunger of folke 

whiche ben lyght of wylle. The second* enseygnement is, that second: to 

, spare no one 

ye respyte no man that hath deseruyd* to deye, & specially yf he Ju«tiy con 
be custommed* to doo euylle; For, yf ye soo dyde, ye shold* be <*»**»« 
aS participant in al the euylle that he afterward* * shold doo, as m/vui.r*' 
ryght were. 

[CHAPTER CXXXIX.] 

The thyrd* enseygnement. Capitulo [C] xxxix. 

'' [rpHe thyrd Enseygnement is, that ye preue and essaye your turd: to 

I 111 1 prove if hie 

3 J J wyf, to wete and" knowe yf she shalle kepe secretely your wife mum 

13 — 2 •wsreta 
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counceylle, w^iche perauenture mjght be cause of your dethe. 
For there ben Bomme wl^che ben moche wyse, and* that can 
wel kepe secretely what that someuer men sayen to them, and* 
the whiche also gyue good* counceylle and* aduysement. And* 4 
somme ben, that can neuer kepe their tongue, but telle alle 
that is sayd* to them, as well ageynste them, as for them." 
And* thus the wyse Cathon gaf this thre ensygnementes to his 
sone, as he lay seke at the poynt of his dethe. This trewe 8 
and* wyse man Cathon deyde, and* his sone abode on lyue, 
whiche was hold" sage and* wyse, In so moche that themperour 
of Home toke ^ym his sone for to endoctryne and* teche hym. 
And* afterward* he maade some lordes to speke to hym for to 19 
withold* Tajm to goueme, and* sette in good* rewle, the grete 
fayttes and* materes of Eome, and* promysed* hym to haue 
therby grete auaylles and* prouffytees; wherfor, and* by the 
couetyse of these proufifytees, he consented* to take thofifyce, 16 
and* toke on hym the charge of it, and* forgate thenseygnement 
and* techynge of his fader. And* after, whan he was stablysshed* 
and* receyued* in his o%ce, he rode on a daye thomgh the 
hyghe strete with grete companye of folke whiche folowed*ao 
hym. He sawe a theef whiche men conueyed* to the galhows 
for to be hanged*, whiche was moche yonge. Thenne sayd* one 
to Cathon, whiche stood* by hym, '*Syre, bycause of the nouellyte 
of your o%ce, ye may wel respyte and* kepe this man fro 24 
dethe." And* he, without enquest by hym made of the caas why 
he was luged* to receyue dethe, made %ym to be vnbound) and*, 
by cause of the nouellyte of his offyce, he kepte tbe theef fro 
dethe. He was to hasty ; For at that tyme he thou^t not on a8 
the commaundement that his fader had* made vnto hym. 



[CHAPTER CXL.] 
*^5S^,??* *How Cathon, after he had done ageynst the two com- 

m, Ylil. O.J o «/ 

maundements, essayed the thyrd on his wyf. Capitulo C xl. 

In the night ^ ^ ^^® ^yg^t was come. And* that Cathon had* slept his fyrst 3a 
slepe, he had* many yysyons vpon this matere, in so moche 
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that he remembrycf how he had* broken and* done ageynst two [Oaxum.] 
of the commanndementes of his fader ; And} seynge this, he remembered 
thought that he wold* not breke ne do ageynst the thyrd*; advice, 
4 wherfore he wente to his wyf, and* sayd thus to her, " My good" wife he 
frende and* my wyf, I wold* telle yow a grete counceylle, whiche her, as a 

leeret, 

toucheth my persone, and* myghte be the cause of my dethej 
yf I wyst that ye shold* kepe it secretely." " Ha, a ! my lord*," 
8 sayd* she, ^'on my feythe, I hadde leuer be dede than to discouere 
to ony body youre counceylle." "Ha, a! my frend, thenne 
shalle ye knowe hit," sayd* he ; — " Trouth it is, that themperour 
toke to me his sone, as ye wel knowe, for to lerne and teche 
1 2 hym ; but certaynly hit is not longe tyme gone, for somme 
wordes whiche he sayd" to me, that I, as a dronken man and* as 
he that was wrothe of other thynge, hastely toke the Child* and* that he had 

killed the 

glewe hym, and* more I dyd", for I tooke and* arrached oute wnperor'n 

son. 

i6 of his bely his herte, the whiche I made to be confyte in sugre 
and* other spyces, and" sente it to themperour his fader, and*, 
to his moder, And* they ete hit ; And* thus I auenged* me of 
hym, but I knowe wel now that it is an euyll and abhomynable 

30 dede done, wherof I me repente, but it is to late ; Therfore, 
my good Frend* and my wyf, I praye yow as affectuelly as I 
can, that ye kepe this counceyll secrete withyn your herte, as 
I trust me to yow." But the morowe after, she beganne to 

34 wepe and* maake grete sorowe ; And* a woman whiche was with 

her demaunded* of her, " Madame, what haue ye that ye make The wife toid 

' . the story to 

suche sorowe 1 Haue ye ony heuynesse wythin your herte?" *»er friend; 
« Veryly," sayd she thenne, "ye, my Frend", and* that a grete, but 

38 rather I shold'deye, er it shold'be knowen." " Ha, a; madame I 
she wer wel oute of her wytte that shold telle and dyscouere 
Buche a counceylle, yf ye had* sayd* hit ; And* as for me, rather I 
shold lete me drawe than I shold* telle it ageyn." "Ye," sayd* the 

3a wyf of Cathonet, " maye I truste in yow 1 " " Ye. by * feyth," • [Owfen. 

n, i. 

saith the other woman. She tooke her feythe and* her othe, And* 

thenne to her she told* and* discouered? her secrete, how her 

lord* had* slayne themperours sone, and* his herte, confyted* in 

36 spyces, had* sente to themperour his &der and* to his moder, & 
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[Caxton,] iio^ ijjgy ]^ qIq of hit. Tliis woman maade a Crosse, as sfie 
were sore merueylled, and* sayd* that she shold" kepe hit 
secretely. But certaynly her taryenge there, after that she 
knewe hit, thought her longe, for to haue go and" telle it to 4 

this woman other: For, as soone as she was departed fro Oathons hows, 

told the ' * ^ ' 

empress what g^e wonto forthwith where themperours wyf was, and* came 

Cathonet's * •/ » 

wife had told ^j^^ knclod" before her, and* saydj " Madame to your good* grace 
I wyll speke secretely of a grete counceylle." And* thenne 8 
themperesse commaunded her ladyes to go aparte. And* the 
sayd* woman beganne thus to speke: '^ Madame, the grete loue 
whiche I here vnto yow, and* for the grete good* that ye haue 
done to me, And* as I truste that ye yet wyll doo, maketh me 12 
to come hyder for to telle yow a grete counceylle, the whiche I 
wold* not telle but to youre persone ; For I myght not suffre ne 
and this she sec your dishonour, for none erthely goodl Madame, it is so 
envy to that ye loue and* haue dere, Cathonet, more than ony other, as it 1$ 

Cathonet. iii-i « ii t> ,i r^ , 

appyereth wel ; For ye haue made hym gouemour of the Cyte 
of Rome, And* ye shewed hym gretter loue whanne ye gaf to 
hym the kepynge of your sone, to whome he hath hold* such 
felauship that he hath slayne him, And* hath take his hert out of 20 
his bely, And wel dressyd* and confyted* in sugre and spyces, and* 
hath made yow to ete it." " What saye ye V* sayd* themperours 
wyf. '* Madame," sayd she, " I telle yow trewe for certayn ; For 
I knowe this by the mouthe of Cathonets wyf, whiche, sorowfnl 34 
and wepynge, told it to me in grete counceylle." And whanne 
The empreas themperesEO herd* her so speke, she with a hyghe voys beganne 
Md7h *"^ *® ^^^i ^^^ made suche a sorowe that it was pyte to see, In 
emperor, g^^ moche that the tydynges came to themperour, how the a8 
Emperesse made so grete sorowe. Themperour was sore 
abasshed, And* came there as themperesse was, and* demaunded* 
of her why she maade suche sorowe; And* she, with hyghe 
pleynt, ansuerd* and* reherced* to him al that the damoysell had 3a 
told her of theyr sone. And whan themperour wyst that they 
• [ Caxton, had eten * the herte of theyr child, he bicame ryght angre 

n. i. o-^ 

who ordered and* sorowfull. And* commaunded that Cathonet shold* forthwith 
be put to be take and hanged* in the myddes of Rome, there as the folke 3^ 
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myg^t loke on hym as vpon a fals murderer and traytour. [Caxtm.] 
His Serffeaunts wente and* toke hym anone, and* told* hym the But the 

° . . officers, for 

commaundement of themperour, and that it was for his sone love of 
4 whiche he had^slayne. Cathonet thenne sayd'to them, "It is no fjSf^^^„*^*JJ 
node that al that men sayn be trouthe ; ye shall put me in ^^' 
pryson, and shalle say that it is to late to make ony execu- 
cion of lustyce, And^t£y> to-morowe I shall be hanged* before 
8 the peple." The sergeaunts loued* hym moche, and* soo dyd* 
alle, manere of folke ; they dyd" as he badde them to doo, And* 
thenne wente and sayd* to the Emperoure and* themperesse that 
hit were for the beste to make lu&tyse of hym on the morowe 

I a nexte comynge, and* that hit was to late, and* how more 
people shold* thenne be gadered* and* assembled* for to see hym. 
And the Emperour, whiche made grete sorowe for his sone, 
graunted hit 

1 6 And* notwithstondynge this, in the meane whyle that Ca- cathonet 

meantime 

thonet was conueyed* to pryson, he callyd* to hym a Squyer of »«nt » squire 
his, And* seyd* to hym, " Goo to suche a knyght that kepeth "»** *^«pJ **»« 
themperours sone, and* telle hym how the Emperour weneth ■®°» 

ao that I haue put hym to dethe. And* that he faylle not to be 
here to-morowe with hym before the houre of pryme, or els I 
shalle be in grete perylle to receyue a shameful dethe." This 
Squyer departed) and* soo faste rode and? waloped*, that that 

H nyght he came aboute one of the cloke after mydnyght there as 
Cathonet hadde take to kepe the Eone of the Emperoure, as to 
his trewe and* irood* Frende, whiche was a trewe man, and* who was 

° ' his friend. 

moche wyse. And* merueyllously they loued* eche other. The 
a8 squyr beganne to calle wyth an hyghe yoys, And* dyd* soo 
moche, that he came tofore the bedde there as the trewe and" 
noble Baron laye, And* told* hym how somme had* done byleue 
to the Emperour that Cathonet hadde slayne his sone, And* 
33 how hit was ordeyned that he sholdT be on that next morowe 
hanged*. 

And* as the Baron herd* this, he was sore abasshed*, & moche And the 

, , baron arose 

* merueylled* of this auenture ; & forthwith he rose oute of his •[caxton^ 
36 bedde, and* made his men to be redy, and* came to the bedde 
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[Oufim.] where the sone of themperonr lay, and* tolcT to hjm the 

Sm piSm? mernejll. And" wbanne the c^d ynderstood* it, he had* grete 

toidum Borowe in his herte, For ouermoche he loned CathoDet his 



cuhcML maystre. Here I leae to speke of the Baron, and* of thempe- 4 
roars sone, and'tonme agejne to speke of Cathonet, whiche was 
in pryson* 

CHAPTER CXn. 

How they wold* hange Cathonet. Capitolo C xlj. 

was modi Athonet was meraeyllonsly loued in Eome of all maner of 8 

BcamoB, folke, as he that was wyse, hamhle, trewe, and curtoys, 

and* whan the morow was come, he sayd* to one liis grete 
frend", that at all auentnre he shold* make the hangmen of the 
towne to hyde them self secretely somwher tyll it were ahoat la 
the hoore of tierce. And* he dyd* as he had prayd hym to doo. 
Cathonet thenne, ahoute the houre of pryme, was conneyed to 
^Sm^*^^ the galhows of alle the peple of Bome, whiche made grete 
hte^gotothe gorowe for hym; And" yet gretter sorowe had" they made, hut 16 
they wened* veryly that he had* done the dede of whiche he 
was accused*, wherof they had* grete merueylle; And* sayd* 
emonge them ''How may suche a wyse man haue he so sore 
tempted* of the deuylle, that he hath slayne themperours sonef 20 
how may this be ? " Of this faytte was grete talkynge amonge 
them: Somme hyleued* hit. And* somme sayd* it was not so. 
Neuertheles he was had* to the galhows, and* was asked* after 
h2[^^J^ the hangman, but he coude not be found* there; wherof hit 24 
foand,"** befelle a grete merueylle, for he whiche Cathonet had* respyted* 
& saued* fro dethe as men led* hym to be hanged* came forthe 
thorn * "*° * ^Ajd, " Lordes, the dede is fowle, dishonest, and* vylaynous, 
«J!S*ft?i5** and* for the loue of themperour I oSre my self to doo thoflfyce, 28 
ShMg'hta y^ *^ere be none other that wylle doo hit." Euery man loked* 
"®^* thenne on hym & sayd, "Is not that he to whome Cathonet 

graunted* his lyf whanne he was newe putte in thofiyce of 
gouemour 1 " " Certaynly," sayd* the other, " hit is he & none 3a 
other, withoute fawte." Wherfore, in token and* eigne of a grete 
•icaaum, merueylP, they blessyd* *them with theyr handes, sayeng, 

n. U«6>] 

^ Caxton, meeueyll. 
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it 



He is wel a foole that saueth and* respyteth ony theef fro the [Oaatan.] 
galhows ! " Cathoii[et] thenne loked on hym, and sayd", " Thou 
arte wel passyng redy. Bemembryst not thow the tyme passed*? 
4 but thus gone the merueylles of the worldl" And as soone as Jutt then a 

111-11 14*1 great cry was 

he had* sayd* these wordes, there was a grete nombre of men al heard, 
on horsback, whiche made grete clamour, and* cryed*, ** Put not 
to dethe the trewe man Cathonet ! " 

CHAPTER CXLII. 
8 How themperours sone^ came to saue his mayster Cathonet, 
and* of his escape. Capitulo C xlij. 

Nd whan the people perceyued* and sawe the horses and the 
rennynge toward* them, and* sawe anone the sone of aoncameon 

horseback, 

13 themperour, whiche cryed, " Touche not, neyther ley hand 

on my maysters body, for I am alyuel" they were gretely 
merueylledl The child* anone lyght of his hors, and* wente and* 
ynbonde his mayster, & sore wepyng, kyssed hym ful tendirly 

i6 & said, '' Ha, a ! my swete frend & maister ! who hath this pur- to save his 

master 

chaced, & so grete a lesyng fouTide & contryued vpon you, the Cathonet; 
which my lord my fader hath so lyghtely byleued ? " And thenne 
he embraced & kyssed hym ageyne ; & al the people, whiche was 
ao gretely merueylled, as they sawe the pyte & good nature of 
the child*, thanked & mercyed God with al theyr hertes, of the 
delyueraunce of Cathonet. The child* made his mayster to be 
sette on horsbak, & ledde hym thurgh the stretes of Bome by and led him 

, to the em- 

34 the raynes of his brydell, till they came in to the palais where peror. 
themperour his fader was. And whanne themperour and* his 
wyf knewe for certayne the comynge of theyr sone, they wente 
and* met hym with grete loye; and* as they sawe hym ledynge 

a 8 his mayster Cathonet by the raynes, they were gretely 
merueylled*, ft held them ashamed* and vergoynous toward* 
Cathonet, and* cam to hym, and* eche of them kyssed* hym, 
and* made to hym the grettest ioye and* chere and* the grettest 

32 honoure that they couthe. And* excused them toward* hym of 

this dede. Thenne sayd'the child* to his fader themperour, " Ha ! 

my lord*, wylle ye vse of so hasty lustyce, withoute makynge of 

^ 8OU0, Caxton, 
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[Oixton.] none enqneete vpon the dede or fayite 1 For a man of so hygbe 

3?ed hST estate as ye be, sbold & oujt to be more blamed tberfore, than 

ISq^ire who another of lower degre or estate. For (yf) ye hadde maade hym 

cSthSrtT' to l>« dampned* and* * destroyed* withoute cause, it had" be gretc 4 

n.^2^*^ Py*®*i'^^g'^*® Pommage; AndTcertaynly nener afterl shold'hane 

had loye in my herte. For yf I can ony good*, it oometh of 

hym." Themperour ansuerd*, ** Fayr sone, hit was euylle done 

of Ys, and* in this we bane gretely offended* and* gete shame, but 8 

the loue that we haue in the, and the trust that we haue in 

thyn preferrement, toke reason fro ys, and bestoumed* our 

bat Catbonet wytte." Thoune spake Cathonet, and" sayd* to themperour, ** Syre, 

told them all 

how hi* merueylle yow not of this thyoffe : I shalle now telle Ynto yow, la 

father bad *> ^ y a 

'^"h'^alS ^^y ^^ *^^® ^*® saydl My fader, whiche in his tyme was a 
^^ ryght wyse man and a trewe, and* borne in this land^ shewed to 

me many good* eoseygnementes, yf I had be so wyse to haue 
had* them euer stylle in memory e ; And* yet as he was seke in 16 
his bedde, and* nyghe at his last ende, he callyd* me to hym, 
as he whiche moche desyred* that I myght leme and* knowe som 
and adviMd good*, and* prayd* me that I wold* wel kepe in my memorye thre 

enseygnements, emonge al other that he before that hadde ao 
taught to me, the whiche I wylle now recorde and* declare 
them, to thende that they may be ensample in tyme to come to 
euery man, as to hym to whome they haue happed*, and* that 
done the contrarye. 24 

CHAPTER CXLHI. 

How Cathonet told themperour of the lore of his fader, 

and* of his escape. Capitulo C xliij. 

SSe aSy* ^ "f f M^ He fy rst enseygnement that he taught me was thys, that 
office under '" I T yf cuer God* gaf me chaunce and" good* ynough, that I a8 

J shold*thanke hym moche of hit, and* haue in me sufiy- 
saunce, and* not coueyte ne aske more of Godl And* by cause 
I shold* haue suffysaunce, he commaunded* and* charged* me that 
neuer I shold* put my self in subiection of none ofEyce Ynder my 3> 
souerayne lord*. For yf I dyd* eo, by couetyse of more good*, 
somme enuyous, by Eomme fals repporte, Ehold* make me to 



the emperor; 
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lese my good* and? my self also. AncT that hit was a peryllous [(kuoon.] 

thynge to serae ony prynce or grete lord* of lyght and* hasty 

wylle ; For many one ther ben whiche * enquereth them not \Oaxton, 

n, iii. b. J 

4yf the repporte to them made is trewe or not, wherfor the 
commanndements of suche hasty lordes ben straunge and 
peryllous, as ye now haue sene how this ensample is to me, 
whiche almost hath be shamefulle & greuable. And yf I had 

8 byleuyd the connceyll of my fader, I had nener falle in suche 
perylle. For, thanked be God, I had of eithely goodes ynough, 
and more than I haue deseruyd to God, and myght wel haue 
deported my self of takyDge of thoffyce. The second enseygne- ■?<»"<* • *^ 

la ment was, that I neuer s^oldrespyte ne saue to no man his lyf, |J^°iJJ5f° 
whiche had deserued to deye, and in especiall a theef or an JjJfJSd*** 
homycyde, whiche were custommed to theftes and murdre of 
folke ; And that, yf I dy$ I shold euer be partener of alle 

1 6 suche euylle dedes that they myght doo afterward. And this 
commaundement I haue enfrayned and broken. For this daye 
haue I sene hym, whiche I haue respyted hym fro the shamefulle 
dethe, that ofired and presented hym self for to be the hang- 

aoman of my body: lytell reward he offred to me. The thyrdthw, to 

prove 

enseygnement was that I sl^old essaye my wyf or euer I shold whether iii» 

*'° ^ " ^ ^ wife could 

discouere to her ony grete counceylle ; For therin is to grete ^®®PJ*^ 
paryll. Neuertheles ther ben some that can wel kepe secretely 

34 what men eaye to them, and in the whiche men fynd good 
counceylle and comforte ; And" other also whiche that can no 
thynge kepe in secrete. And thenne, as I me bethought how I 
had broken and done ageynst the ij enseygnmentes of my 

a8 fader, I thought and sayd in my self that I shold preue and 
essaye the thyrd. Wherefore that other daye, as I was a bedde 
wyth my wyf, I awaked her, and, for to essaye her wylle, I 
sayd to her that I had slayne the sone of themperour, and that 

3a his herte, confyted in spyeces, I had made themperour and his 
wyf to ete hit. And that, for the loue of whiche she loued me, 
she shold kepe this in secrete, soo that none myght neuer 
knowe no thynge of hit. Now haue I proued and essayed how 

36 she hath kepte secretely my counceylle, as euery one maye now 
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[OuCtfit.] see and knowe. Bot I gyae me not to grete memejlle therof ; 
For hit 18 not of newe, how that a woman can not kepe secietelj 
that whiche men sayen to her in oouncejile. 

CHAPTER CXLIV. 

* How CSathonet exposed his auentnre, or hap. 4 

Capitnlo [C] xliiij. 

Ow hane ye herd* how it is happed'to me by cause I dyd* 
not byleae the coanoeylle of my Fader^ whiche was so 
trewe and* wyse a man. To me therfore is come ahnost a 8 
grete euylle." And* notwithstondynge, thus sayd'Cathonet to 
themperoor, "Syre, I rendre and* discharge me of your o%^ce, And* 
from hensforth I shalle not he empeched'of hit." And* he therof 
was discharged* with grete payne. Neuertheles he was receyued* i' 
for to be maysier of the grete counceill of Rome, And* in 
especiall of the grete fayttes and* dedes ; And* themperoor made 
hym to hane grete prouffitees, and* gaf hym grete yeftes, and* 
loaed* hym aboue al other, And* regned* moche holyly in the 16 
loue of God and* of the peple. And* therfore, my fayre donghters, 
this is here a good* ensample how ye ought to kepe the 
counceyll of your lord) and not telle it to no body, what 
someuer it be. For ofte comen therof many euyls ; and* for to ao 
be secrete, and* specially in suche thyng that is deffended*, may 
not come sauf only goodl And* in lyke wyse as the shafte 
is departed* fro the bowe, must take her flyght and* cours, and* 
neuer cometh ageyne to the bowe tyll it haue smyte somme 24 
thynge, Soo is the word* whiche yssued* oute of the mouthe 
lyke it ; For after that he is put out of the mouth, it may neuer 
be put in-to the mouthe ageyne, but that it shal be herd, be it 
good* or euylle. Wherfor we ought wel to haue in our memorye a8 
the saynges and* auctorytees of the wyse Salamon, whiche sayth 
that men must thynke on the wordes twyes or thryes, or 
they be putt oute of the mouthe. And thus ought to doo al 
wyse folke; For ouer many grete euyls haue ben done and* 3a 
engendered* for to haue discouered* the counceyll and* suche 
thynges as haue ben sayd* there in counceylle. Therfore I pray 



As the shaft 
from the bow, 
•o the word 
from the 
mouth cannot 
be recalled. 



THE EVILS OF HASTY SPEAKING. 205 

yow, fayr doughters, that ye wylle haue this ensample in your [Caxum,] 
memory, and* neuer forgete it For all good and* worship may 
therof come to yow. And* hit is a vertue the whiche escheweth 

4 grete hate and* grete ennye, and* many euyls also ; for many Many hare 
one I knowe whiche haue loste moche of theyr eoodes, & suffred* and fuflbred 
many grete euyls, for to haue spoke * to lygntely of other, ■peaung too 
and* for to haue reported* suche wordes as they herd* saye, of the * [Oaxum, 

8 whiche they had* nought to doo at aL For none soo wyse is, that 
may knowe what to hym is to come. And full of naturel wytte 
be they whiche kepe them self fro recordynge of ony wordes ; 
For he whiche wythsayeth them that blameth other as wel in 
I a ryght as in wronge, he doth but wel. And* for to hold* and* kepe 
secretely the dommage and* eyulle of other, may come but good*, 
as hit is reherced* in the booke of my two sonnes, and* also in an 
Euangely. 

1 5 Here fynysshed the booke whiche the knyght of the Toure The 

Colophon. 

made to the enseygnement and* techyng of his doughters, trans- 
lated oute of Frenssh into our matemell Englysshe tongue by 
me, William Caxton, whiche booke was ended* & fynysshed* the 
2o fyrst day of luyn, the yere of oure lord* M CCCC Ixxxiij. And" 
enprynted* at Westmynstre the last day of lanyuer the fyrst 
yere of the regno of kyng Rychard* the thyrd*. 

[^Written at end,'] 

[Iste Liber Pertinet Thomas Lane, &c., GlaaoesUr, gentylman.] 
24 [Quod Thomas Lane.] 

[Cui scripsit carmen, sit benedictus. Amen.] 
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P. 1, 1. 6, the nyiinggdle, — ^The translator is accountable for the name of the 
nightingale, which he has substituted for the mesange of the Knight of La 
Tour-Landry. The bird called in French a tndsange is oiir titmouse, a bird 
more naturally associated with the thrustle and the thrush than the night- 
ingale. But Cazton also translates it, as the merle, the mauye, the ihruetell, 
and the nyghtyngdU, 

p. 2, 1. 10, the quene Prouee of Songrie, — ^In the original it is si eomme 
faisoit la royne Prinee, qui fu royne de Hongrie, Who was the queen of 
Hungary here referred to as having written a book for the instruction of 
her daughters appears to be quite unknown. Legrand d*Aussy suggested 
that it was EUzabeth of Bosnia, daughter of Louis I, sumamed the Great, 
who had three daughters, the eldest of whom was afiSanced to Louis of 
France, comte of Yalois, in 1374. M. Anatole de Montaiglon, the editor 
of the French original text of the Book of the Knight of La Tour-Landry, 
objects to this explanation that it is inadmissible on account of the date, 
but I cannot quite understand the force of this objection, as the mother 
would probably have written the book for the instruction of her daughters 
long before the eldest was married. M. de Montaiglon suggests that it was 
Jeanne of Bohemia first wife of Jean king of France, who died in I349y 
before- her husband became king. It may be added that, in the French 
text, the name may be either Prinee, or Priuee, for Privet, Caxton trans- 
lates it, as dide a quene I suppose she was quene of Hongry. 

p. 8, 1. 32, til ryme, — It is hardly necessary to state that at this period it 
was common to write books of instruction of this description in rhyme; and 
there is reason to believe that the author of the present book began writing 
it in rhyme. See my Introduction. 

p. 7f 1. 2, was gone to hide her in a htisshe. — ^The original says that she 
was gone into a garden ; en unjardin oit elle estoii reposte et mue^e pour 
la paour de lui; si eHoit en un fort huisson et disoU vigHles des mors, 
Caxton translates it, where as this damoyseUe was entred into an hoole, 
where as she entrid, and rested there for drede of hym, and th€U was in 
a husshe. 

p. 8, 1. 21, she come into the warderdbe to ete hrowesse. — In the French it 
is, elle s^en venoit en la garderobe et Id mengoit la souppe au matin cm 
aueune leseherie. Caxton translates it, she wente into the garderobs, and 
there ete a soupe or somme lyeorous thyng. 
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p. 8, 1. 24| rere gopers, — At this time the rere-Rupper, or arriere souper, 
wfts quite a new fashion, and only indulged in generally by persona who 
were conBidered greedy and lajcurions in their liring and were not satiiiied 
with the ordinary supper as their last meal in the day, or introduced on 
festive occasions when the socialities were continued late at night. There is 
a passage in the English translation of the Manuel des Pechiez by Robert 
of Brunne, relating to these rere-suppers and their abuse, which is curiously 
illustrative of our text. Here, also, the moralist is more especially severe 
against those who eat *' rere sopers yn pryuyt^ ;" for he tells us, — 

"^yt are ])er ouj^er rere sopers 
With men )>at seme kny^ys and squyers ; 
For al ])e day ])an wyl ]>ey be 
Before here maysters yn sobert^, 
But whan here maysters are brog^t to bedde, 
Than wyl ])ey fonde }>at "pey be fedde, ^ 

And sytte vp }>are wyth recolage. 
And )yt do moche more outrage, 
To 'pQ mydnyght ys but a ))rowe, 
But hyt be tyl pe cok krowe." 

Robert of Brunne*s ffandltf^ng Synne, p. ^52-3, E.KT.S., ed, Fumivall, 

p. 9, 1. 8, and .ij\ ofhi» men, — Le clavier et deux varlez in the original, 
which says nothing of the '' other women," except that it intimates that 
the lady had some of her chambermaids with her as well as the varlets, by 
the words which immediately follow, un de tea varlez, qui tenoit r^assee 
une des femmea de chamhre. The whole is a curious picture of medieval 
Ufe. 

p. 9, 1. 18, eette a colte, etc-^ln the original the saying appears as a 
rhyming couplet or proverb : — 

** Mettez poulain en ambl^ure, 
II la tendra tant comme il dure.*' 

p. 9, 1. 82, about prime, — ^i. e. 6 o'clock a.m., according to our reckoning, 
which was at this period the ordinary hour of dinner, and supper was 
usually taken about 4 PJf. 

p. 14, L 20, Ther was a lorde that y Jcnew, — ^The original text infonns us 
that this lord was Messire de Craon, or, as one of the manuscripts reads, 
Messire Pierre de Craon. Pierre de Craon was a well-known baron of this 
time, lord of La Suse, Chantoce, Briol^, and Ingrande; he died on the 
15th of September, 1376. Caxton also has, and this is my lord of Craon. 

p. 16, 1. 11, and the knight lemd that tdtde her qf the tailour. — These 
words are not found in the French text, and their meaning is not veiy 
clear. 

p. 16, 1. 7» had MJ, faire doughtres, — So it is in Caxton's translation. 
The French text says four daughters, as printed by M. de Montaiglon. 
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And the English translation is evidently wrong and apparently imperfect 
lower down, where it represents the following words of the French ; Et la 
ij fille avoit d merveUles de plait et de paroUea, et respondait souvent et 
menu avant qu*elle peuet tout entendre ce dont on luy parloit; la tierce 
n^estoit pas la plus belle d deviser, mais elle esloit bien la plus ag^riaible, 
et si avoit la manikre et le maintien seur et ferme, et paroloU assez pou et 
hien meurement, et son restart estoit humble etfermef plus que de nuUe des 
iiij. Yet the error may perhaps lie in the French text, as it now stands^ 
which says nothing whatever of a fourth daughter, Cazton translates, more 
ferme and humble than of that other two. 

p. 19, 1. 8, Amesse, the kingges doughter of Aragon, — ^The name of the 
king's daughter, Amesse, does not occur in the French text, and it is proba- 
bly a mere error of the English translator, who misread the words, la fille 
ainsnie au toy d^Arragon, Caxton translates it, hfJce as dyde the yonger 
doughter of Arragon K 

p. 22, 1. 10, Ther uhzs a iooman that had a pie in a cage, — The weU- 
known medieval story of the pie (or magpie) is found in several different 
forms, and in one form or other is often repeated by the medieval conteurs. 
In nearly the same form as told here, it is the subject of a much more 
modem story. 

p. 23, 1. 27, She was a ladi of Fraunce. — ^The original text adds that 
the lady was the dame de Languillier, and adds that her lord had full 
fifteen hundred pounds a-year, and not five hundred. Languillier is in 
Anjou. M. de Montaiglon reminds us that this same story is told in the 
thirty-seventh novel of the Heptameron of the queen of Navarre, without 
any names, but as having occurred in Anjou. Caxton has, this good lady 
was lady of LanguyUer, 

p. 24, 1. 11, And so with her goodly wordes, — The translator has here- 
i^presented very imperfectly the words of the original, which are : — " St 
aucunes fois, par ces doulees parolleSf le ctier lui en pit4oit et s*en gardoit 
une grant piice, Et ainsi toute sa vie, par grant obHssance et par grant 
eourtoisie h vainquoit ; car par autre voiejamaiz ne Veust vaincu, et tant 
que au derrenier il s*en repentist et se ehastia** 

p. 24, 1. 18, worse, not withstondinge. — rThis should have been printed, 
worse. NotwUhstondinge, as the latter word evidently begins a new 
paragraph. 

p. 26, 1. 15, Sit happed onis. — This story of the wager of the three 
husbands occurs, I am sure, elsewhere in medieval literature, but I cannot 
at present call to mind where. 

p. 26, 1. 16, from a faiere. — In the original it is, venoient de Vemplette 
de querre draps de Bouen. Caxton has. In a tyme it happed that mar- 
chaunies of Fraunce cam from certayn fayreSf where as they sought dra- 
peryCf and as they cam with marchaundysefro Hoan, 

p. 27, 1. 17, rere eggis. — In the French csufs moUs, Eggs that are 

^ Cftxton : Aaragon. 
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luiderdone.' Sere eggs are not unfreqaently spoken of id the treatises on 
Diet and Health published in the sixteenth century. In the Promptorium 
we have ** Bere, or nesche, as eggys, mollis" 

p. 30, 1. 1, and an other lorde. — According to the French original, this 
other lord was the sire de Beaiimanoir, who is identified with Jean lord of 
Beaumanoir, mar^chal of Brittany^ the same who fought with the thirty 
Bretons. His first wife, who is believed to be the one alluded to here, was 
Tiphaine de Ghemill^ (in Anjou) ; and his son, Jean lord of Beaumanoir, 
who died in 1385, married the daughter of Duguesdin. In Caxton it \B,.iind 
of the lord of Beaumont, fader of hym that is now lord. (T. W.) 

p.. 80. 1. 26, the princesses and ladyes 0/ Inglonct.-^The original isj 
la.prinoesse et autres dames d'Angleterre. The allusion is of course to the 
Princess of Wales, wife of the Black Prince. Our translator has, apparently 
from a feeling of patriotism, omitted a passage at the end of this speech, 
which stands in the original as follows : — Et aussy par renommde Von tient 
lee dames de France et de -cesies basses nuvrches Us meilleurs dames qui soient 
et les mains Uasmees* Mais en Angleterre en a moult de hlasm^es, si comme 
Von diet ; si ne s^y se c^est d tort ou d, droit, (T. W.) 

p. 80, 1. 28, gentitl women shtUde sonner take the gise after good women, 
— Compare our Knight'ft words with Robert of Brunne's Tales concerning 
new fashions, BEandlyng Sinne^.p. ii6| and his subsequent remarks, 
wherein we are told : — 

No]>ele8, of 3)0 newe gyse 

pe deuyl ha]> made hymself chefe iustyse. II8/3401. 
" Mercy," in Mankind, Macro Plays, 7/177, is a little more lenient : — 
The goode new gyse now-a-days, I wyll not dysalow ; 

I dysccHnende ]>e vycyous gyse ; I prey haue me excusyde ; 
I nede not to speke of yt ; yowur reson wyl} tell it yow ; 
Take pat ys to be takyn, & leue ]>at ys to be refusyde. (J. M.) 
p. 81, 1. ZO, for flies hidethe hem therinne. — In the original it is, les puces 
#> muceni. (T. W.) 

p. 32, 1. 9, a knight thai wcu a man wise of wordes.'— The original is, et 
Id fut le maresehal de Clermont, qui d merveUles avoit le siicle d main ; 
which is translated by Caxton, ther was the marchal of Clermont ^ whicJie 
merueiloussly had the world in honde. This was Jean de Clermont, lord of 
Chantilly, marshal of France, who was slain in the battle of Poictiers. (T. W.) 
p. 82, L 81, Bursygaunt — Bouciquaut in the original. The person here 
alluded to was the father of the iamous Jean de Maingre de Boudcaut, 
marshal of France and governor of Gennes ; he was sent on an embassy 
to the Duke of Burgundy by Charles y, and died at Dijon in I367.(T.W.) 
p. 84, 1. 6, ihei saide theg wolde drawe cutte, — See my remarks con- 
cerning these words under " Phrases." (J. M.) 

p. 84, 1. 19, a man that toas acused. — The anecdote here related is the 
same which is told elsewhere of Jean de Meung, one of the authors of the 
celebrated Roman de la Rose. See the life of the author in Moon's edition 
of that celebrated poeni. .(T. W.) 

14 
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p. 36, 1. 6, hetwene suche a lorde and me. — ^The original is, Ven parte 
moult de mal de moy et de mon nigneur de Craon, (T. W.) 

p. 86, 1. 8, notioithHondinge he and y hadd' gret eomnnunieacion diuerse 
tymes, hut it was neuer in no tteUni, nor in no eueU thought nor in dede. — 
The oriprinal of this iB,je ne dy mie qu'il ne couehast en mon lit, mais cefu,t 
Bane viUennie et sans mat y penser. This is the reading of the best mann- 
scripts ; but one, of inferior authority^ bas, perhaps through a desire of the 
writer to diminish what we might consider the scandal of the lady^s avowal, 
je ne dis pas qu*il ne me touchat en mon lit. In all cases, it is a singular 
illustration of the freedom of medieval manners. (T. W.) 

p. 38, 1. 25, and eusr lowly to her Ghd, — ^The translation is imperfect ; 
in the original it is, et fut dhs lors en avant moult humble envers Dieu, which 
Gaxton translates, and was euer after moehe humble towarde God. (T. W,) 
p. 39, 1. 21, suche a carton as is youre body. — ^An example of the attitude 
that the distorted medieval mind adopted towards earthly things and their 
joys. Compare the lines on p. 38 : worldely peple, the whiehe are but donge 
and erthe, and on p. 1 1, «o w the bodi dongge, wormes, andfelthe ; and also 
the words of " Mankind " in Mankind, p. 8, Macro Plays, £. E. T. S. : — 
Thys ys to me a lamentable stovy, 

To se my flesch, of my souli to haue gouemance : 
"Wher pe goode wyfF ys master, )>e goode-man may be sory. 
A-lasse ! what was )>i fortune and ]>i ohaunce, 
To be assocyat with my flesch, pat stynkyng dnnge-hyl!. 
Many other similar examples could be cited. (J. M.) 

p. 41, chap, xxix.— This tale of the fiends and the parchment is to 
be found in Dr. Fumivall*s Eobert of Brunne's Handlyng Synne, and else- 
where : — 

As y redde )>at yche tyde 

Twey wymmen Tangled )>ere besyde ; 

Betwyx hem to, y say a fende 

with penne and parchemen yn honde, 

And, wrote alle ]^at euer ]>ey spake, 

Pryuyly be-hynde here bake : 

whan hys roUe was wryte alle ful. 
To drawe hyt oute he gan to pul ; 
with hys iepe he gan to drawe, 
And harde for to tugge and gnawe, 
I'at hys rolle to-braste and rofe ; 
And hys hede a^ens ])e walle drofe. 

Handlyng Synne, p. 391, K £. T. S. (J. M.) 
p. 43, 1. 5, the person, — au chappelain in the original, which is rather 
imperfectly translated here: si avint la nuit ensuiwint en avision au 
chappelain par ,ij, foiz ou par troix. (T. W.) 

p. 48, 1. 18, holdinge in her honde a cote and a smocke. — ^The words 
of the original are une cotte et une chemise. (T. W.) 

p. 51, 1. 10, And thannCf dc — ^This sentence should have been printed as 
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follows: And Ihanne she tolde the squier aft that had hehapped her. 
NotwWistondinge he had hoped to haue turned her; hut she toaa so afermed 
in goodnesee, that it wolde not he, (T. W.) 

p. 51, 1. 24, Oare Lady of Beaul^on. — In the original it is, une eglise 
qui est en ma terre, et a nom Nostre-Dame de Beaulieu, M. de Mont- 
aiglon has remarked that the pUce alluded to as being in the Knight's 
lands (which lay on the borders of Anjou and Brittany) may have been 
either Beanlieu in the neighbourhood of Loches or Beaulieu near Mans. 
Gaxton read it very cotniptly, oure lady of Bealem. (T. W.) 

p. 51, 1. 27y Pers Lenard*. — In the original the name is Perrot Luart. 
Caxton has, Perrot Lenard. It may be remarked that a similar miracle is 
related in several of the medieval religions legends ; in one a Welsh king 
and his queen are the offenders. In Fumivall's edition of Bobert of 
Brunne's Handlyng Synne, p. 28 1 , E.E.T.S., we have the story of a man and 
his wife who had fled for safety to a monastery, and been allowed by the 
abbot to take shelter for the night in a chamber adjoining the church, in 
which they committed a similar offence, and, as it was too near the sacred 
edifice, they were punished by a similar miracle. Rof)ert of Brunne dwells 
at length on the greatness of this offence in a manner that would lead us 
to suppose that it was not uncommon. (T.W.) 

p. 51, 1. 27, sergeaunt of Candee. — ^The French text, as edited by M. de 
Montaiglon, has sergent de Cande en la mer, but he informs us that one of 
the MSS. omits the words en la mer, and another reads, sergent de garde 
en Vannie, (T. W.) 

p. 52, 1. 14, called Chimefere, — ^The original has une ahhaye qui a nom 
Chievre Fage. It was the abbey of Chievrefaye in Poitou. The French 
text says that the church had been damaged through the wars ; dont VeS' 
glise a est4 empirde pour les guerres, M. p. 81. (T. W.) 

p. 52, 1. 17, that hight Pigreet.^ln the different MSS. of the French -\ ' 

original he is called PigUre, Pigere, and Piger^e. Gaxton read the name ^ ^ ^ 
Pygrere. (T.W.) ,• 

p. 52, 1. 29, of loue ofmariage, — M. de Montaiglon has remarked in a 
note here, by way of explaining this sentiment, that, since the times of the 
barbarians, the church usually served as a place of refuge in time of war ; 
and as people under such circumstances lived in it as in a house, the eccle- 
siastical authorities had granted to married people a permission to do that 
which would not have been prevented by its refusal. (T.W.) 

p. 58, 1. 8, thei that seethe the good, &c, — In M., p. 82, this is given as 
a popular saying In rhyme, — » 

Qui le bien voit et le mal prent, 
A bon droit puis s*en repent. (T.W.) 

p. 58, 1. 29, For the whiche folyus dede.—M..y p. 94 : Si avons cy grant 
exemple comment par le trespassement d*une petite pomme soyent devenus 
tant de douleurs et de mauJx. (T.W.) 

p. 60, 1. 29, For y know a man, — In M., p. 95, it is, Dont je congneux^ 
tin haron, (T.W.) 

14—2 
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p. 61, 1. 83, that in shryfte exeusithe hem and polifs^tthe her synue^—^ 
This duty imposed upon the female sex, to describe their sins and vices 
fully and minutely, is continaally insisted upon by the ecdesiastical writen, 
and was no doubt one of the most objectionable parts of the popish system of 
confession, and led to endless disorders. In M., p. 96, it is, n «e excusent 
en lew confession devant leur prestre, et pollu^t leur meffait, e^esi-d^ire 
qu*ih ne dient pas leurs pechiis sy vilment eomme ilz ont meffait, et en ont 
honte de le dire; nmiz ilz n'avoient pas honte de lefaire, (T.W.) 

p. 62, 1. 11, tempered her and made her erre, — ^This appears to have been 
miswritten by the English scribe. In M., p. 97, it is, la fist pechier et 
errer. (T.W.) 

p. 62, 1. 22, and hadde high homes, — In M., p. 98, et estoient Jnen 
hranchues et avaient grans eomes. Caxton translates it, the remenanni of 
their heedes was lyJce two homes. An allusion to the head-dresses of the 
ladies, which at this time were made In the form of two long pointed horns 
standing out one from each side of the head, and were a fertile subject of 
derision to .contemporary satirists. (T.W.) 

p. 63| 1. 4, and shewed her brechis, — In the original, this is explained 
much more fully and plainly : II diet que Us femmes qui estoient ainsy 
comues el hranchues ressamhlent les limas comus et les lieomes (sometimeB 
the head-dress was formed of one horn projecting forward), el que elles 
faisoient les cornes aux hommes cours vestuSj qui monstroient leurs eulz et 
l^urs hrayes et ce qui leur hoce devant^ c^est leur vergoiffne, et que ainsi se 
mocquoient et hourdoient Tun de Vautre, c'est le court vestu de la eamne 
(M., p. 98). This will be best explained by comparing it ¥nth Chaucer's sa- 
. tirical description of contemporary costume in the Persones Tale. (T.W.) 

p. 64, 1. 1, fouled cd her clothes and array. — This story forms the six- 
teenth in the Latin Disciplina Glericalis of Peter Alfonsi, and also in The 
Castoiement in French verne, printed in Barbazan, vol. ii. p. 135. (T.W.) 

p. 64, 1. 23, there was onis a gentitl woman. — ^Tbis part of the Knight's 
book, which forms chapter xUx. of the original, is very much abridged, and, 
in fact, a great part of it omitted, in our translation. It was not the bishop 
who told this story of the "gentifi woman" in bis preaching, but a lady of 
the acquaintance of the Knight of La Tour-Landry , who, as an eye-witnessy 
told it to him as having happened on the feast of St. Margaret (July ao) in 
the same year in which he entered it in his book, which he says was A.D. 
1372, so that he had already spent more than a year in its compilation. 
Dontje vous en diray une merveille que une bonne dame me eompta en eest 
any qui est Van mil trots cens Ixxij. Caxton translates this account of the 
strange head-dress as follows: — For her clothyng and araye was different 
and no thyng lyJce to thegr, and therfore she had wel her part heholdyng 
and lokyng, Thenne said the good ladyes to her, ** Myfrende, telle ye vt, 
yf it please yow, how ye name that aray that ye haue on youre heed t ** She 
answerde and saide, " The galhows arag,'* ** Ood blesse os," said the good 
lady, **the name of hit is not faired . . . As f erre as I me remembre of it, 
hit was hyghe culewed with longe pynnes of syluer vppon her hede, after the 
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fnahynge and nianer of a yyhet or ffalhotvs, right siraunge and mermylom 
io u, (T. W.) 

p. 66, 1. 30, for thai fire doihe hut purge and dense on ain/uit delite. 
That fire signifies a fire of seFeu years. The French text is more explicit 
' than the English : <St regardez que pour un pechU eelle fat tant en feu ; 
\aa%» hien puet estre, H eomme dit le saint honu, que ilz acoient eommis ce 
€lelit environ x. ou xij.foiz ; ear pour ehascunfaii et delit ten est tij, ans 
oufeu de purgatoire, non ohstant la eonfession, car lefeu de vij, ans n^eet 
que pour espwrgier et purifier Vame de chaseunfaulx delit (p. 107). And on 
p. lod we read again, j70ttr chacunefoiz que Ven lefaitj Ven est, Hj. ans ou 
feu et enflambe en purgatoire, non ohstant la confession, (J.M.) 

p. 67, 1. 7, a gowne of Aiij,^. or »;** scutis, — ^The original has, qui ont 
hien le cuer dfaire acheter une rohe de Ix. ou de iiii.^. francs ; mais eUes 
tendroient A grant chose se elUs avoient donn6 pour Dieu un seul franc ou 
une cote d^un franc d un poore homme. Gaxton has, And get mang one is 
in this world that wel Kaue the courage soo prowde, that wel they dare hye 
gownes of thre or foure score crownes, and get thgnkyng hit of lytel prys, 
that yf so were theg must gyue to poure folke two or thre shyllgnges they 
shold holde that ouermoche. In what follows, the original is again abridged ■ 
in the translation. (T. W.) 

p. 67) 1. 15, holg women that were seintis. — The French text specifies 
sainte Elisabeth, sainte Katherine, et sainte Agathe, (J.M.) 

p. 69, 1. 14, tolde me of a lady, — The original is, Je vg une baronnesse 
hien grant dame, laquelle Ven disoit qu^elle se fardoit, Gaxton translates 
it more literally, 1 sawe a baronnesse, ryght a hyghe and noble lady 
of Iggnage, the whiche as men saide blanked and popped or peynted 
her self. (T.W.) 

p. 69, 1. 18, more thanne .iiij.'*. gownes, — In the original, plus de Iz. 
paires dcTohes, (T.W.) 

p. 70, 1. 6. Sochmadame. — In the original it is, Nostre Dame de R^che- 
madour. This was a well-known place of pilgrimage near Cahors, famous 
in the middle ages for the miracles performed there. (T.W.) 

p. 70, 1. 28, the citee of Venges, — In the original this is given more fully 
and .correctly, et pour ce devint comme une pierrej tout aussy comme Saint 
Martin de Verio^ quant il Jist fondre la cite de Erbanges, qui estoit en 
Tevesehi6 de Nantes, &o. The life of St. Martin de Verto is printed by 
Mabillon in the Acta Sanotorum Ordinis S. Benedioti. . Tlie dty of Her- 
banges is called in the Latin life of the saint Herbadilla. (T. W.) 

p. 71,- L 31, And so her brother, — ^It should be brothers; in the original, 
etlesfr^resfCelle, (T.W.) 

p. 71, 1. 34, and made her ete hem, — ^The French text, yery becommgly, 
does not supply this information, simply stating, si eopphvnt les choses du 
roigne et les jetterent au visaige de leur mcM* (p. 115). (J.M.) Gaxton, 
also, makes no mention of it. (T. W.) 

p. 74, L 18, acognted her of the sone of an erle of that eountre (Greece). 
^The French text runs, eUe {laftUe du roi de Orice) accointa lefllzd'un 
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conte, qui tengroUsaf p. 117. Without the mention of this last part the 
war and murder of the daughter seem inexplicable. (J. M.) 

p. 74> 1. 23, hewen in vmal pyeeet. — ^This conclusion was probably sug- 
gested by the story of the concubine, Judges xix. 29. See also p. 94 of 
this book. (J. M.) 

p. 78, Chap. LX. — ^This chapter, like the one preceding and one following, 
is much abiidged in our version. The French text reads that the nephew 
was nephew of Aaron, and named Fin^es (Phinees or Phinebas), and thai 
the lord was named Zambry (Zambri or Zimri), and was of the lineage of 
Simeon (see Numbers xxy. 7, and i Maccabees, ii. 26). The text then 
proceeds to condemn the sin of marriage between Christians and folk of 
other religions, as Jews or SiEbracens. (J. M.) 

p. 78, 1. 21, no woman shulde in no loyae he with no man aUone, See 
Bobert of Bi*unne*s Handlyng Sinne, p. 24b, where we are told, on the 
authority of St. Paul, that no man should be alone with a woman. See 
also 55/34 ^^ ^^^^^ book. (J. M.) 

p. 79, 1. 7, a Bopers wiff. — This story, or one closely resembling it, forms 
"^the subject of one of the medieval fabliaux, or stories, but I cannot at pre- 
sent refer to it. (T.W.) 

p. 80, 1. 15, ihe prioures hreke. — ^This was a popular mediev^ stoiy, and 
is found with various modifications. It was the subject of a &bliau pub- 
lished under the title of Les Braies au Cordelier, in Barbazan, vol. iii. 
p. 169, and analysed by Le Grand d'Aussy, Fabliaux et Contes, vol. L p. 543, 
where other sources of the story are pointed out. (T.W.) 

p. 82, 1. 18, the potte. — This well-known old proverb is given in one of 
its French forms in the original text, St pour ce est hien dit, que tant va 
la cruche h Veaue que le cut y demeure. See Le Boux de lincy, Livre des 
Proverbes Franfais, tom. i. p. 44. (T. W.) 

p. 83, 1. 8, seint Katerine, seint Margarete, seint Luce, — The original 
adds, after St. Margaret, de sainte Cristine, for which one of the French 
jMSS. has sainte Justine.' Caxton also has, of saynte Crystyn, (T.W.) 

p. 83, 1. 28, Apemena„,Verar, — The French text reads Apamena and 
Bejart, The London MS. has Berut, and one of the Paris MSS. Baries. 
(M. p. 297.) (J.M.) 

p. 84, 1. 22, the gret Jcinge Heroudes wyff, — ^This, like some further state- 
ments about Herod in a subsequent chapter, was taken from one of the old 
legendary histories of Herod. (T. W.) This wife of Herod was Mariamne, 
whom he married B.C. 37 in Samaria. When Herod went to Laodicea he 
left Mariamne in the keeping of his brother-in-law Joseph. Salome, the 
king's sister, spread infamous reports concerning Joseph and his charge, and 
Joseph was killed. In 30 B.C. Herod visited Augustine in Bhodes, and 
Salome and her mother again made charges, the result being this time, that 
Mariamne was slain. This history is given by Josephus. See Byron's 
poem "Herod*s Lament for Mariamne** in 'f Hebrew Melodies" and 
Voltaire's drama Mariamne. (J.M.) 

p. 85| 1. 30, ihe shulde he mued aft a ycre. — The French text says seven 
years. See Glossary under ilfue<{. (J.M.) 
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p. 86, 1. 2, aitajfeere, — Seven years in the French. See note above to 
86/30. (J.M.) 

p. 86, 1. 26, so pore and presumptuout, — The word pore must of course 
be a mere error of the scribe for proud; the original has, etfust Jier et 
presumpdeuac, (T. W.) 

p. 86, 1. 28, had norUshed ike queue after, — Another scribal error. The 
French text reads, avoit nourry la royne !EHer, qui fut bonne dame et 
juateyi^, 136. (J.M.) 

p. 87,1. 16, he and his children. — M. lui avec see vij. inffam, p. 137. (J. M.) 

p. 88, 1. 27, the king Ataz, and about ,lx. children. — ^The Fr^ch text has 
Acas. (T.W.) 

p. 90, 1. 6, named Bran. — The French text gives the name more properly, 
Breneheuet. (T.W.) 

p. 90, 1. 6, Stbille. — ^The French text gives the pretended prophecy of the 
Sibyl as follows : Ce fust la femme dont Sebille parla en prophetimnt et 
diet: *' Brune vendra de vera Espaigne ou royaume de Gaule^ c'est 
France, qui f era merveiUes de cruaultez et puis sera detraiete*' p, 141. 
To this Montaiglon adds a note, p. 297 : '' Nous n'avons trouve ces vers" 
de la sibylle ni dans I'ancienne Edition d'Opsopoeus, ni dans la nouvelle de 
M. Alexandre, ni dans la publication du cardinal Mat. II est certain que 
notre chevalier n'a pas eu affiure^ d*anciens textes, mais k des remanlments 
latins ou fran9ois qu'il seroit difficile de. retrouver." The edition of 
M. Alexandre to which Montaiglon refers was published in Paris, 1841-66. 
It was, of course, not likely to contain the prophecy given above. Anciently 
the Sibyls were a number of women prophetically inspired by heaven. 
Their number is uncertain : Plato mentions one; Martian Capella gives 
two, the Cumseau and Phrygian; Tasso says there were ten; and the 
medieval monks give twelve, each with her particular prophecy and 
emblem. The first Sibyl was the daughter of Dardanus and Neso, and from 
her the name sprung ; but the most famous is the Cumsean, known best by 
her name of Amaltbsea. She was beloved of Apollo ; she directed ^neas 
in his journey through the underworld; and it was she who bargained 
with Tarquinius for her nine oracular books, and finally sold him three. 
These books were preserved in the Capitol, and perished during the war of 
Sylla in the fire of 83 B.C. Sibylline fragments were then collected from 
various parts ; they were made by Augustus into two books, which were 
guarded in the temple of Palatine Apollo until they^were burned by 
Stilicho early in the fifth century. Meanwhile the Alexandrian Jews had 
turned their attention to Greek sibyllines. *' The rise of Jewish apocalyptic 
literature of a sibylline character probably dates soon after Alexander the 
Great, when Judaism began to look in a spirit of philosophic inquiry into 
Greek and Oriental literature, attaching itself to such elements as seemed 

congenial The Alexandrian Jews were the first to adopt this course 

by fusing the remnants of Greek sibyllism with their native prophecy " 
{Enc* Brit, ii, p. 177).. The fourteen books of Greek hexameters still 
extant, purporting to be sibylline oracles, were the work of these Alexan- 
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drians and of the early Christians in support of their religion. . The Sihyl 
thus became- looked apon as a divine prophetess by the early Christians, 
although some of them, we learn from Qrigen, refused to regard her as 
such. Coming to the middle ages, we find God saying, in the miraclft play 
of The Annunciation : 

As moyses sayd, and Isay, 
Kyng dauid, and Jeromy, 
Abacuk, and danieB, 
SybyS sage, that sayde ay well, 
And myne othere prophetis alt, 
As thay haue [sud] it sbali befall. 

Towneley Plays, 87/47. E. E. T. S. 
And in The ProphetSt a play contained in the same volume, the Sibyl 
herself enters and prophesies concerning the judgement day, after the 
mysterious Latin lines : — 

gibilla pi'opheta, — ludicii signum tellus sudore madescit, 
E celo rex adueuiet per secla fnturus 
Scilicet in carne presens vt iudicet orbem. 

Towneley Plays, 61/i6z. (J.M.) 
p. 91, 1. 3, called Archana, — Archaria in the original, which reads Phe- 
nomia for the Phanona of our translation, and ^n»a for Ama, In Caxton 
.the names are Hdchana, Fenenna, and Anna, (T. W.) 

p. 92, 1. 3, wiffto Sampson forte. — ^i.e. Sampson the strong. The origi- 
nal is, Samson fortin. (T. W.) 

p. 93, 1. 2, thorugh couetise. — MS. sorough, for thorug%s perhaps a mere 
error of the scribe. The original is, par convoitise tTargent. (T. W.) 

p. 95, 1. 17, a gret lorde of Chreee, — ^The original makes no mention of 
Greece. (T. W.) M. reads, Je votis diray sur Vexemple de grerie, p. 149. 
London MS. has dejlateurs ; Paris 7073 has de grieua, 

p. 96, 1. 8, the troutiL — Our translator has here omitted two anecdotes 
given by the Knight of La Toui^Landry, which read as follovrs in Caxton's 
version : 

They be lyke to the jouglours, whiche wylle make of a cole seme and 
shewe a fayr thynge ; for they preyse a thyng before the folk, and behynde 
them they blame hit ; wherfor one ought not to byleue that what they 
sayen. For they retche not what they say^ but that they may please yow 
and to haue yoive loue. And yf ye be wyse, ye ought to knowe them 
better than they shalle you, and put them fro yow, and take suche one that 
shall telle yow the trouthe and your wele. Suche flaterers deoeyue the 
ryche men, as dyd a flaterer to a woman that sold cheses, whiche was 
fowle of vysage, and he made her to vnderstonde that she was fayr and 
praty, and the woman was so folyssh that she wende he had sayd tronthe.' 
Somtyme she gaf hym a chese, and, as he hadde it and was behynd her 
bak, he mocked her of it. I wold ye wyst thezample whiche I sawe in the 
toun of .Angolosme, as the duk of Normandy cam before Aguyllon. Ther 
were kny)tes which, for to take their disporte, shotte at a marke. - And 
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whanne the duke cam into ihe parke where as they were for to playe and 
dieporte hym, he demaanded of one of the knyghtes a bowe and an arowe 
for to shete. And soone after he had drawen his arpwe, there were there 
by hym two or thre that sayd, ^* Certaynly my lord shoteth wel/' " Holy 
Mary ! " sayd another, " how he draweth ryght of mesnre ! " " Ha, a I " 
sayd the other, " I wold not be armed, and that he had hit me." And 
thus they began to preyse hym ; but for to seye trouthe, it was nothynge 
els but flateryng, for he shotte the worst of al other. And therfor grete 
merueylle is how every flaterer is agreable, and so moche pleaseth the 
lordes and the ladyes now in these dayes, and how they make them 'to 
bylene that they 1)0 stronger and more wyse than they be, and by theyre 
flateryng make them to falle in greto surquedrye of them self. (T. W.) 

p. 96, 1. 21, the tale of the sqmer,—T\nB appears to have been rather a 
favourite story in the middle ages. It is given in my " Selection of Latin 
Stories,** p. 104, from the Promptuarium Ezemplorum, and it forms chapter 
cxxv. of the Gesta Romanorum, where the squire is made to void a black 
crow, instead of laying an egg. A rather different version of it will be 
found in the Mdnagier de Paris, tom. i. p. 180. In more recent times it 
has been told in French verse by Lufontaine, Fables, liv. viii. fab. 6, and 
in English verse by John Byrom, Poems, vol. i. p. 31, who follows the ver- 
sion of the Gesta Bomanorum. Our translator has only given the Knight 
of La Tour-Landry's story imperfectly; for in the original the gossips raise 
the number of eggs not to five only, but to a hundred. (T. W.) This, 
however, is in accordance with the London MS. Montaiglon says, p. 297, 
<' le ms. de L. ({.e..Londre8) met a tort cinq au lieu de cenV* (oeufe). (J. M.) 

p. 101, 1. 11, Roboam, — This is Jeroboam. The story of his sick son, 
and of the visit of his wife to the blind prophet at Shilofa, may be found in 
the Septuagint. (J. M.) 

p. 102, 1. 8, dunge of swalues, — ^The French is : Si advint que Us arron- 
delleschiirent»urle8yeulxdupreudhomme,p,i^S, (J.M.) 

p. 102, 1. 22, Raguetty that had mJ, hutbondes. — The French toxt speaks 
of Scirra, femme au petit Thclne. Ceste Sarra fat moult preude femme el 
futtfille Raguel, p. 159. (J.M.) 

p. 108, 1. 28, blame God of this dissese. — Not in the French. (J. M.) 

p. 105, U. 1, 8, lohan — The MS. mark of contraction is properly aci'oss 
the h, and indicates a letter following it, representing its derivation 
from the Latin Johannes, like the French Jehan. When the name 
was intended to be represented in one syllable in old English, it was 
written Jb». (T.W.) 

p. 106, 1. 14, as the diihe she dede, &c. — ^The French is: elle ... 80 
tenoit devawt lay ty humble et sy doulces responses donnoit, que pour mourlr 
elle ne deist et ne feist- chose dont die le cuidwt corrocier, p. 163. (J. M.) 

p. 106, 1. 2Z,Alhalwifnnemakith€mencion, — ^The French text continues : 
si comme.saint' Jehan le racompte que il vit quant il fut ravy a-» dd^ p. 
163. (J.M.) 

p. 108| 1. 19, a woman that wasfrowarde and angri, &c.— A similar tale 
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of a caned obild is told in Robert of Brunne's Handlyng Sj^nne, p. 45. A 
mother went to bathe and took her daughter with her to mind her clothes. 
On calling after bathing, she cursed the child because of her slowness in 
making ready and in going to her : — 

|>e modyr ])at sat in here ba)) 

Wax ful of ire and of wra]>, 

And cle)>yd ^ eft-sonys aftyr here, 

kursyng with ryghte grete yre, 

And seyd, *^ ]>e devyl come on ]>e, 

For, jK>a art nat redy to me." 

" And y am redy," seyd Jw deny I, 

''To take ]>at ]>on me betaght with eQyl." 

be flegh on here ]>tire she stode. 

And made here wytte al wode. p. 46. 

In Chaucer's Friars* Tale we read of a similar cursing of a Sompnour, 
but here an element of justification is introduced, for the Sompnour is only 
seised by the devil on his refusal to repent of his villany. (J. M.) 

p. 109, L 5, whereof the ehilde was euer after in perittaithys Vyff. — M., 
de quay VenffantftU pery toute sa vie. For pery the London MS. has p»re« 
M. p. 298. (J. M.) 

p. 109, 1. 18. — As a noble lady that was quene of fftmyri, M., eomme 
faisoit sainte Elizabel, quifutfille au roy de Hongrie eifemme d. Londe^ 
yumey p. 167. To this Montaiglon prints a Note, p. 298 : Misez: femme 
A lendegrave. Son mari, Louis IV, ^toit, en effet, landgrave de Thuringe." 
(J. M.) 

p. 110, 1. 19, thertwas yretnobeliee and plente of Richestes, — ^The French 

presents us with more details and a more vivid picture. It runs : Lafeste 

fut moult grant et lesparemens de drape d^or et de soie; tout retenlissoit de 

joye et de soulas et de sons de tnenestriers, Les joustes furent grans ei la 

feste hien renvoysde, p. 169. Concerning this chapter there is a Note, 

p. 298 : 'Ce chapitre a ^t^ eztrait du MS. 7403 (i.e. Paris MS.) par M. de 

Mas Latrie, pour son Histoire de VUe de Chypre sous le r^ne des princes 

de la maison de Lusignan, t. II, documents, partie I, Paris, 1852, in-8<*, 

p. 132. II met le fait vers Tann^e 1324, et ajoute cette note : *' Constance 

d'Aragon, femme de Henri II de Lusignan, morte sans enfants, est la seule 

reine de Chypre k qui je puisse rapporter cette anecdote, qui n*a laisstf 

aucune trace dans les chroniques Cypriotes." ' (J. M.) 

' p. Ill, 1. 12, slee att the children excepie one, — ^The translator has here 

badly misunderstood his text. The French is, M., p. 169 : Pharaon . . . 

eomntanda que Ven oceist iouz les enffans d^un an, i. e., all the children of 

one year of age. (J. M.) 

p. 118, L 13, ilraaft.— This is for Baab, L e., Rahab. (J.M.) 

p. 114, L 1, Aragon, — ^The French text has sainte Arragonde, p. 17a, 
to which Montaiglon says, p. 298 : " Sainte Arragonde est sainte Badegonde, 

^ clepyd. 
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Bur laquelle on peut voir le reoueil des BoUandistes, au 13 aoi^t (AuguBti, 
t. ill. pp. 46-96), et, pour leg renyoia bibliographiqnes, la Biblioth^ue de la 
France, du p^re Lelong, it. 25,008-19.*' Caxton has sa^t Arrttgone. (J. M.) 
p. 114, 1. 6, come into Peytiers. — ^The French text reads : et ienfony en 
tapinaige de Paris jusques d Poitiers (p. 1 73) — and fled secretly from 
Paris to Poitiers. (J. M.) 

p. 115, L 86, ther vcu an hermite, — This was a popular story in the middle 
ages, and was repeated in many diflerent forms. See Moon's Fabliaux, 
▼ol. ii. p. 1 73. A hermit, who had fallen under the obligation of committing 
one of the three sins, drunkenness or murder or adultery, chose drunken- 
ness as the least. Having made himself drunk at the house of one of the 
peasantry, the man's wife accompanied him home to assist him ; on the way ' 
he yielded to temptation and committed adultery, and, the husband arriv- 
ing at the critical moment, the hermit, in fear of his vengeance, snatched 
up an axe and slew him. Thus he committed all the three crimes instead 
of one only. (T.W.) 

p. 116, 1. S,faloeJleumed rede, — ^This should be salee, &c,, a Chaucerian 
expression. Prologue, 1. 623 : — 

A SOMNOUB war ther with us in that place, 
That hadde a fyr^reed cherubinnes face. 
For eawcejUem her was, with eyen narwe. 
The expression arose from the supposition that the affected person had 
too much salt plilegm {saUam pJUeyma) in his constitution. See Prof. 
Skeat's remarks in his Notes to his Chaucer, p. 52, and p. 102, ** Breuyary 
Extracts ** in Borde*s Introduction of Knowledge, ed. Dr. Furnivall, £. E. 
T.S., 1870. (J.M.) 

p. 117, 1. 28, seint Katerine. St. Katherine of Alexandria, who is 
supposed to have lived early in the fourth century. She was famous 
throughout the middle ages for her culture and polemic abilities. It was 
after her triumph in argument with heathen philosophers that the spiked 
wheel was made to torture her: this wheel became emblematic of her. 
She was martyred in Alexandria. Capgrave wr6te her history in verse 
(E. E. T.S. 100). Herein we .find mention of the oil said to have been 
found at her grave : — 

The grete myracles whiche ben at hir graue 
Am ny vnknowe, right for grete distauns 
Be-twyxe that and vs ; but this knowleche we haue 
That oyle it renneth euere in abundauns, 
With whiche oyle of scores alle grevauns 
Whiche men suffre, it wil be hooled anoon. 

p. 402. (See also p. 4.) 
But he says afterwards, p. 403 : — 

I may weel leue that swyche merueyles ])er bee, 

But for be-cause I haue noon auctorite. (J. M.) 

p. 117, 1. 82, xy lunieye, — ^The French text has xiiij, jounUee^ 

p. 177. (J.M.) 
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p. 120,\.V,aSeKaloHri^Soine. Tbe Frencliteit cuatiiiuen: ti eomme 
il ett eoiUaiu it eroniqHt* det Ronaint, p. l8i. Hontuglon's note, 
p. ti)S, infbnni □■ that the Puie MSS. do not give rfe* BomaiM after 
rfu croniqaa {it eronijiiM ?). It is prett; nearly, he Mye, the trtnuim- 
tioD of the title of the Qests Bonunonitii. (J. H.) 

p. 124, L 3, plaie triH placebo. — SI. re*da : ■( ne leJUttU paa t^e fairs U 
jilaceba.p. 1S4, — doee not fletter him that jilacelxf need not be done. (J Jtl.) 

p. 12j, 1.2i, Che ehUdtdeged in the »ane chairmbTt tokare at tht luAs vtan 
toat htrboraei and logid h^ore. The French text safs the motlier had 
the child pat there. H., Sg fitt mttire la mirt Faiffitnl m la ciambrB 
dm taint prophiU, p. 186. (J. M.) 

p. 126, 1, 2, *4b wat hadde ouie of ktr good kelthe of 6orfy,— The 
tranilator appears here again to have relied more on his inutgination than 
his text The French reads: eUt lanptU en plai%»e me actequtt ta 
toitine, tt taut erarent et monliitnt let parolet ^ue Taalre lai dial que tile 
tCt^oit pat KttU d» eorpt, dmi par cells parole, qui ala laM avant, etla 
tfptrdg ton mariaige, feiut veriU <m menfpnge. M. p. 187. (J. M.) 

p. ISS, 1. 8> a j/tnlilt woman leili and iatli. — Another inistransIatioD, 
amuireDtl;. M., _;'« tout diraf unfait gueje vy d'une bien geniitt femtae 
qui te»foit A un homme qui acoil male laite, p, 187. (J. H.) 

p. 12s, 1. 32, on etuaumpU of on EtttptmiiTe. — In the arlghial it ia, 
VatetapXe d« rempereur de Conelentiuotle. In the original text, toc> we have 
let ij.Jlh, not, aa here translated, liis two danghten. Caxton alio has, Ui 
two dougitert, and calls him tketaperour qf Conttantj/nopU. (T. W.) 

p. 120, Chapter XCVIII. HeeTAeBitiorso/SiuannaiuOM&pocrypbM. 

(J.M.) 

p. 120, 1. 3,/at mat a grel lorde in BiMli>j/ne.—1\\e branslator has here 
aingnlarl; misimdentood his original, which reads, qiti ettoit grant teignemr 
en la cieiivoiioti de BabUonie, who wu a great lord in the captivity of 
Bal^loD. Caiton'a translation is, tBhicke vat a grele lord in the caplytigte 
HfSahylone. (T.W.) 

p. 130, 1. B, in tshat UJiee l&eyfande htr. — The Frenoh text says, " nnder 
what tree they (bund her." U>, toiibz juel arbre Ua la troanirenl, p. iga. 

(J.M.) 

p. 131, Chapter C, — In Montaiglon'i edition, p. 19^, this heading la 
preceded by the lines : 

Cn commence Aparler det exempht dn Nouvtl 
Tettament depiiit que Dien vint on 

tenlre de la Vierge Marie. 
El pretniert de la Magdelaine. (J. M.) 

p. 134, L 27, An- nuter tke Magdalene. — The original has merely, ta 
tatr Marie. The translator is in error ; jet Caxton also translatea it, Ute 
outer nf Mars Magdalene. (T. W.) 

p. 134,1. 23, to aparaile tielabour qf tie Itout, M., Marie nt Ini ttHoit 
point aydier A f aire et appareiUer i mengier, p. 1 98. (J. M.) 
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p. 136, 1. 5, ike hoke that yhaue made for youre breiheren, — See aUo p. 4, 
1. 7; p. 115, 1. 35; p. 205, 1. 14, and Note to latter. Montaiglon puts a 
Note in his edition, p. 299, to the effect that the Paris MS. 7403 has a note 
in the margin by the phrase equivalent to that quoted above. The mar- 
ginal note'is : " No. qu*il fist ung livre pour ses fils." (J. M.) 

p. 136, 1. 24, Countesae of A num. — Montaiglon*s note, p. 399: '^Ia 
oomtesBe 'd' Anjou qui fonda Tabbaye de Bourgueil est Emma, femme de 
Guillaume due d'Aquitaine et comte de Poitiers ; elle fonda oe monast^re 
en 990. (Cf. le Gallia Christiana de Sainte-Marthe, in-fbl. iv. aoi-7.) " 

(J.M.) 

p. 137, 1. 7, were brought tnto her oute of the ayre, — ^The French is : 
quant Ven li baUloit eon livre o« tee gans, que aueune foiz ilz se tenoiettt 
en Vair ioui par eux, M. 100. (J.M.) 

p. 137, Chapter CIV. The English of this chapter does not well follow 
the French ; there are many differences to be found. (J.M.) 

p. 138,1. 17, another ensaumple of a knightU eone. — ^This beautiful tale 

of the merciful knight is told at greater length by Robert of Brunne, 

Handlyng Sinne, p. 130. A young knight pledged himself to avenge the 

slaying of his &ther, and to that end besieged his enemy in his strong 

castle. On the G^xkL Friday the besieged man looked out and beheld the 

folk wending their way churchward : so long was it since he heard mass 

that he decided to go too. He emerged from his castle, barefoot ; then the 

young knight met him, and* would have slain him ; but the other prayed 

him to forgive his sin on this day of days. In the end tliey wended to the 

church together : — 

And to ]w cherche bo)>e ]>ey )ede. 

Byfore Jre cros )>[e]y knelyd downe 

Yn ))e wursohyp of Ihesu passyownej 

For to kesse ^e cros ]>at day, 

As custume ys yn crystyn lay. 

f>e elder kny^t^ for honoure, 

^ede fyrst, and kyst hys creature; 

Aftyr )»n, jede pe chylde, 

f>at was become meke and mylde ; 

Wy]) ]>e tokene he gan hym blesse, 

And kneled down, ))e cros to kesse. 

f>e crucyfyz, )>at )>ere was leyd, 

hys armes fro the cros vpbreyd, * 

And clepd ]>e chylde hym betwyx, 

And aftyrward kyst hym, ytki cruoyfyx. p. 132. 

Bnme- Jones painted a water-oulour, ''The Merciful Knight,** in 18^3. 
Compare this tale with that of t)ie juggler who, to do honour to the Virgin, 
performed daily before her «ltar, and to whom her image descended to wipe 
with the edge of her mantle the sweat from his brow. See p. 93, L*JfiStui 
de Nacre, by Anatole France. (J. M.) 
p. 140, 1. 21} a gowne, — It must be borne in mind that at thin time gowns 
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■ad ■ome other artidiei of dres were YCfj coetij Uunga, smd were preaerveid 
and in oie £or nuuij yean. (T. W.) 

p. 141, L 6, Umeinfor brede of wkUe. — ^M., cette par mm eMbai m etloit 
primA/airepaiudefomnHe»ifp.io5» (J.M.) 

p. 142, L 16, am aple. — This inctdent of the poisoned apples fioms a part 
of other medioTal stories, as, tar ezample, thai of Paripe la DocheMo, iia 
whidi the eonspiiatois sgainst the life of the dadiesB send her a praaent of 
poisoned i^ples, one of whieh is eaten hj the duke's fitYonrite nephew and 
eanses his death, and she is aecosed of the murder and oondemned to be 
bomi. (T.W.) 

p. 142, L 20, offemde, — ^An evident enor of the scribe for deJTende, (T.W.) 

p. 145, L 25, the etpaaae taide vnto heta, Ac — The Frendi text says that 
the ftYe foolish virgins asked for oil and " Ten lemr diet : Neteto «of , c'est- 
h-dire qn'eiles u*en auroient point," ftc, p. a lo. (J. M.) 

p. 148. L 15, ikiU vj. mouiheM had he harejfn, &e. — ^llie Frendi text 
reads : ei mumemaU as eoutiue Elizahelh tttoU eneeinie bifs avoit vj, laotf , 
qmi estoU brahaiffKe el pasai. aage, p- 3 1 3. (J. M.) 

p. 148, 1. 27, reward— tegKt^ See Glossary. (J. M.) 

p. 150, L 24, quene Etter, See Chapter XGVII, p. 137. (J. M.) 

p. 151, L 14, And after tku.—'The editor of the French text has re- 
marked here that the Knight has fidlen into a ungdlar enor in placing the 
marriage at Cana earlier in date than the scene of C9iriBt*s diapntation with 
the doctors. (T. W.) 

p. 151, 1. 16) preeke ayemt ike lues and ike maisiree of ike lawe, — ^The 
BVench text reads that Christ egtaU aU disputer et presckier eoatre lee 
eaiges de la loy. The text then adds Bomething that our translator dis- 
regards : Sjf cwida la bonne dame que il feast monti ou del, &c; the good 
woman tboaght he bad aaoended into heaven. ( J. M.) 

p. 151, 1. 24, his gret prudenee and science, — M. reads : les saiges tomz 
esbakis du grant sem queUz trouvoient en lui, &c., p. 217. (J. M.) 

p. 158, L 19, tke before tyme tkei kadbe maried, i. e., that had previously 
been married. These ' ' good ladyes *' were widows. The French text says : 
elles se tenoient seintement el nettement en leur vefoeti^ which our trans- 
lator renders : tkey leued ekastelyj clenly, and holyhf in tkaire manere. 
The word vnaraied, L 18, is also remarkable. The translator appears to 
have returned to, and misconstrued, the expresnon a few lines back : A 
qui nul ne s^appareiUe, said in connexion with the " glorious maide Marie," 
allbough he has already adequately rendered it : vnto wkom tkere may be 
no comparison, 1. 17. (J. M.) 

p. 153, Chapter CXni. The division of Chapters is not here the same 
as in M. Chapter CXII continues in the French to Premiihremeni je y 
mettray la royne Jekantte de France, p. 31 p. (In our edition : And/urst 
y shetoe you qf tke noble prineesse Johanne, now late quene of FrauncCj 
154/1.) (J. M.) 

p. 154, 1. 2, prineesse Jokanne, — ^The Knight says of her : qui n^a gairee 
qu^cUemonrntffketeaige et de sainte vie, &c., p. 320. Montaigbn^s note 
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is : '< La reine Jeanne de France n'est pas la femme de Charles V, mari^ 
en 1349 ®^ morte en 1377, cinq ans aprte la composition da livre des En- 
seignements; ni Jeanne, fiUe dn comte de Boulogne, seoonde femme de 
Jean 11, marine en 1349 et morte en 1361, diz ans avant que le chevalier 
^Grivlt ; mais Jeanne, fiUe de Louis, comte d'ETreux, troisi^nie femme da 
roi de France Charles IV, dit le Bel, marine en 1325 ; veuye en 1328, et 
morte en 1370, aprte avoir pass^ la fin de sa vie dans la plus fervente 
pratique des bonnes oeavres ; le mot du chevalier de La Tour morte n'a 
gairea prouve qu'il n'a pu penser qu*k celle-lk." p. 299. (J. M.) 

p. 154, L 7, duehesse el cetera, — This in M. is Za duehesae d^Orldans, 
p. 220. — ^To his reading Montaiglon says: «Si la phrase relative k la 
duchesse d'Orl^ans, 'qui moult a eu k souffrir et s'est toujours tenue 
sainctementdevant et apr^s' (see 154/7), ^toit une interpolation, on la 
rapporteroit naturellement k la belle et touchante Valentine de Milan. 
Si eUe est bien du chevalier de La Tour Landry, cela est impossible, oar 
Valentine n'^pousa le due Louis d'Orl^ans qa*en 1389. Avant elle il 
y a eu une aatre duchesse d'Orl^ans, Blanche, fiUe de Charles IV le Bel 
et de la reine Jeanne dont nous venons de parler, n^ en 1327 et morte 
le 7 f^vrier 1392, apr^ avoir ^pous^, le 18 Janvier 1344, Philippe due 
d'Orl^ans, dernier fils de Philippe VI de Valois, et mort le 1*' septembre 
1375 ^^'^'^ enfants l^times. Ce qui ne parolt supporter cette interpr^tion, 
c'est que le MS. de L. (Londres) est le seul qui disc la duehesee d^OrUanSy 
et les autres la duehe^ee derrenihre de eette royne, oe qui ne pent se 
comprendre que demibre fille de la reine Jeanne, et cette premiere duchesse 
d'Orl^ans est en r^alit^ sa demi^re fille. — Sor oe Philippe d'Orl^ans, on 
pent voir an article de Polluche dans le Mereure de France, num^ro de 
juillet 1749, p. 3-9*** p* 299. Caxton has the duchesse of Orliaunce for 
our duchesse et eetera. See Note below to 154/i8. (J. M.) 

p. 154, 1. 10, the eountesse moder vnto the erle et cetera. The French is 
simply : la contesse TtUre au eonte, p. 220. CazV>n has the good eountesse 
of Boussyllon. See Note below to 154/i8. (J. M). 

p. 154, 1. 11, how that nobly she gouemed her selffand used holy lyffl — 
The translator, who seems to have taken comparatively little interest in the 
examples selected from modern history, has here abridged his original, which 
reads, comment elle s'est nohlement gouvernie en sa vef-oeti et nourri ses 
enffans et sa terre hien gouverni et us6 de honne vie. (T. W.) 

p. 154, 1. 13, the age of xxv wynter whanne her lorde deide, — ^The 
translator again misreads his text. The French text reads that the 
baroness remained a widow for. twenty-five years : une haronesse . . . 
qui a resU hien tefte Vespace de vinyt-cinj ans, et estoit jeunne et helle 
quant son seigneur mourut, p. 220. (J. M.) 

p. 154, 1. 18, And this goodladi* — Et la vous dtsdaireray: i^est madame 
(CArtus, French original. Caxton gives this chapter as follows :— 
Of the quene Johane oflVaunee. Capitulo csrj. 

The good quene Jane of Frounce, whiche of late passed ont of this world, 
and the whiche was wyse, of holy lyF, and moche charytaUe, and also ful 
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of deuocion, held her estate so denly and so noble by so good ordenAUfice. 
that grete thynge were to reheroe it. After, by her shal we set the 
duchesse of Orliaunce, which in her lyf sqffred moch, but she kept her euer 
clenly and holily, but to long it were to recounte of her good lyf and good 
condycions. Also we may not forgete the .good conntesse of Roussyllon, the 
whicbe, she beynge a wydowe, kepte and gouemed her self so denely, and 
BOO peasyble dyd nonrysshe her children, the whiche also kepte good juatyoe 
and held her land and peple in pees. Also I wylle telle yow of a baron- 
nesse whiche duellyd in onr coontrey, the whiche was in wydowhede by the 
space of .XXXV. yere, and was yonge and fityr whanne her lord deyde, and 
of many one she was requyred; but she sayd in her secrete that for the lone 
of her lord and of her children she shold neaer be wedded, and held her in ' 
her wydowhede clenly withoate ony reproche, wherof she ought to be preysed. 
And her name I shalie declare vnto yow, it was my lady of Vertus. (T.W.) 

p. 154, L 22, how it hefeit vnto her sin the tyme and loumey ofCrecy, — 
The translator here omits an essential thing, probably through misreading. 
The French text runs that the lady had been a widow from the time of the 
battle of Crecjr : qui est vefve die le terns de la hataille de Creep, 
p. 221. (J.M.) 

p. 155, 1. 4, the vfiff of a knight, — ^The French text reads haehelier, 
p. 221. This is the reading of Paris MS. 7403. The other Paris MS. 
(7073) and the London MS. have chevalier, Montaiglon remarks, p. 300, 
that hachelier did not apply only to literary degrees, and is the correct 
. term. Gaxton translates the passage : the ioyf of a symple man. In 
regard to hachelier, cf. : — 

Byschopes and bachelers,*a,nd banerettes nobiUe, 

That bowes to his banere, buske whene hym lykys. 

Morte Arthure, 3/67. E. E. T. S. 
And also : 

|>ys yche slayn kny^t had a chylde, 

A doghty haehelere, and a wylde. 

Cost chinaler qe fu oacis, 
Pruz et uaillant aueit un fiz. 

Robert of Brunne, p. 180 /3803. E. E. T. S. 

p. 156, 1. 28, Repentaille, — Our translator departs from the order of the 
French text after this, the comparison of the nightingales coming in 
Chapter CXV (M., p. 22i|.), in connexion with the following anecdote:' — 

Dontje e^ff hien un exemple cTun simple chevalier qui espousa une grant 
dame, mats, toupee lesfois que messire de Dorval le veoit, le premier saint 
que il lui fist si estoit lui siMer, et puis lui dit que il ressemble an ros^ 
signol; car, quant le rossignol a jouy de ses amours, U suble, Sy vone 
dy hien que le chevalier n'est mie li6s dcla hourde, quelque chih-e que 
il en feist. 

Montaiglon annotates this Dorval : ** lisez I>erval. Dans rarmorial de 
Gilles de Bouvier, dit Berry, premier h^rault d'armes de Charles VII 
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(fonds Colbert, No. 9.653.5.5), je yoib dans le Poitou, au nom de sire de 
Derval, qu'il portoit d'argent k deux fasceg de gueules.'* M., p. 300. (J. M.) 

p. 157, 1. 27, putte her payne in trauaile, — M., la preudefemme qui met 
paine el travail dtenir nettementaon corps, p. 225. (J.M.) 

p. 158, 1. 1, the precious marguerite, — ^T^e phrase also occurs ag^bin 
I63/4 : he likened suchs a woman vnto a precious margarite, the whiche is 
a bright thinge, rounde, white, and clene, a stone so clere and faire that 
' there is no txtche therein, no?* spotte of vnelenne[8']. This last is more the 
rendering of the first than of the last corresponding passage in the French : 
car it Vappelle la precieuee tnargaritet c'est une fine perle, qui est blanche, 
ronde et cUre,sa7is taichey veoir, M., p. 226. The second passage is the 
words of Christ on good and chaste women : Una preciosa margarita com- 
paraviteam, M., P..233. See also 190/ 1 3. Cf. : — 

Perle plesaunte to prynces paye, 

To danly clos in golde bo clere, 
Oute of oryent I hardyly saye, 
Ne proned I neuer her precios pere, . 
So round, so reken in yche araye. 
So smal, so smo]>e her syde) were. 
The Pearl, 1-6. Early English Alliterative Poems, p. i. E.E.T.S. (J. M.) 

p. 158, Chapter CXVJI. The diyision of chapters here again differs 
from the division in the French text, where Chapter CXVII commences 
with the passage corresponding to oar WTierupon that and they sawe ani 
^on^e man, &c., 158/27. M,, Dont it advenoit, ko., p, 221, (J.M.) 

p. 158, 1. 21, Sir Baoul de Luge A Sir Piere de Luge, — In the original 
it is, Mesiire Saoul de Lugre et Vautre Mtssire GHeffroy, These namog 
appear to be unknown in history. One of the French MSS. reads Lugne . 
while another has Luge, as in the English. Caxton gives the name as 
Lyege. (T.W.) 

p. 158, 1. 24. Charmylour, Cicault, or Sarmitre. M., Chamy, Bouci- 
quaut ou Sainlr4, The names in the English are mutilations of those in 
the French. For Saintri, Paris MS. 7403 has Caintri, and London MS. 
Saint-Tref. Montaiglon's note, p. 300, tells us that Chamy is Geoffroy de 
Chamy, lord of Lirey, who figured in the wars after 1337 and who died at 
Poitiers. The other names are well known. (J. M.) 

p. 158, 1. 83, a yonge squier, — The French text itself makes no mention 
of a squire ; but Paris MS. 7073 reads Sg arriva un ecuyer (M., p. 300). 
(J. M.) 

p. 159, 1. 16, oleped a purseuant, — The French says that the young man 
called n minstrel and gave him the costume : Sg appella un menestrel et 
lui donna sa costs et la luijist vestir. M., p. 237. (J. M.) 

p. 161, 1. 17, and vnder one thanke. Probably a bad reading of the* 
. French '* tout se passe" Mais toutes voies ce est mat dH, &c. M., p. 230. 
(J.M.) 

p. 161, 1. 86, suche as he worthi and blame. The whole of this sentence 
is the translator's rendering of Sy voMroye que cellui temps fust revenu ; 

15 
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ear je peiue que U n*en feast mie tant de hlasnUes eomme it est A present, 
M., p, 331. (J. M.) 

p. 161, 1. 33, as here he/are y ham tolde jfou, — ^In the original there 
follows here another anecdote of Geoffroy de Lngre, which our transUktor 
has thought proper io omit. St rous diray encores plus, eomme fay ou,y 
eompter d plusieurs ehetaliers qui tirent cellui messire Qiefftoy de Xtugre 
et autres, que, ae xl checauchast par le pays, H demandant: **■ A. qwi est 
cellui herbergemenl Id?** et Ten tuiJeist : " (Test d telle; '* se la dame 
feust hlasnUe de ton hcnneur, il se torsiet avant d*un quart de lieue que ii 
ne vensist devant la ports, et luy feist un pet, et puis pransist un pofjf de 
croye qtCil portoit en 8on saichei, et eserisist en la parte ou en Vuis : **Zfn 
pel, un pet," et yfaisoit un siynet, et s*en vensist. St aussi, au contraire, 
8s il paisast decant Vostel d dame ou damoiselle de tonne renommie, se H 
n*eust moult grant haste, il la. vensist veoir et huehast: **Ma honne attsyet 
ou honne dame, ou damoyselle, je prie d Dieu que en cest bien et eesie 
hofyneur il vous vueUle maintenir en nomhre des bonnes ; car hien devez eetre 
lovie et honnourie.'* Et par eelle voye les honnes se craingnoient ei ee 
tenoient plus /ermes et plus closes de ne /aire chose dont elles peussent 
perdre leur honneur et leur estat. Sy vouldroye que celltii temps fuei 
revenu, &c. This paragraph is translated as follows by Caxton : — 

1 haue herd reherced of many Jcnyghtes whiehe saw and knewe the sayd 

syre Geffroy de Lyege, how that (u he rode thorugh the dountrey, and as he 

itspyed and sawe some place or manoyr, he demaunded and asked ike 

place, and yf he pnderstode by ony maner that the lady of the manoyr or 

place were blamed of her honour and worship, he shold haue gone oute of 

his ryght way, rather than he had not gone to the gate of the same place, 

and make there a faytte, and put and seite his signes agrynsie the gate, 

wid thenne rode ageyne into his ryght way. And contrary to this dede, yf 

hit happed to hym to passe before the place of a good and renommed lady 

or damoyselle, al had he neuer so grete haste, he wenfe to see her, and sayd 

to her, " Mygoodfrende,*'' other *' my lady,** or els "damoysell,** '^Ipraye io 

God that in this weWie and honoure he wylle euer hold and mayntene yow 

into the nomhre of the good wymmen,for wel ye oughte to he preysed and 

worshipped.** And thus, by this maner and way, the good wymmen drad 

and held them more sure fro doynge ony thynge wherby they myghi less 

theyr worship and honoure. Wherfore 1 wold that tyme were eome ageyne. 

For, as I wene, many one shold not he blamed and diffamed as they he now. 

Hessire Geoffroy de Lugre must have been a rather singular indiyidual. 

(T.W.) 

The London MS. gives the name simply Gieffroy ; Paris 7403 has Lugne ; 
l*ari8 7073 Luge ; while Caxton renders it as Lyege. (J. M.) 

p. 162, 1. *!, «o noble and trwe was the lawe of God. — ^The French says : 
^e pour or nepour argent elle n* en feust racheUe, tant noble feustj sdon la 
^^y de Dieu. M., p. 331. (J.M.) 

p. 162, 1. 14, in Prouince, in Spaine, in Aragone.—ln the origiikal it is, 
*** ^ommenie, en Espaigne, en Arragon. (T.W.) 
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p. 162, 1. 15, In sum places, &c. — ^The original enumerates the paniah- 
mentB as follows : En aueuns lieux Ven Isur oouppe Us gorges, en auires 
lieux Ven Us murtrisi d touaillons, en autres lietix Ven Us emmure, 
Cazton translatefl it, In somme places^ msn leytte of theirs tkrotes, and in 
somme they he heded before the pepU, and in other places they he mewred 
or put hytwene two walles, (T.W.) 

p. 163, 1. 5, a precious margarite. — See note above to p. 158, 1. i. 
Une marguerite, explains the French text, est une grossfi perle r6onds 
d*oriant, cUre, blanehe et nette, M., p. 233. (J. M.) 

p. 168, 1. 26, it were afouU things to take a fairs suete rose ani putle 
hem in a staking V0««eiSr.— The French text proyides quite a different 
illustration: aussg eomme t^est laide ehose d haillier un hlanc et deliS 
eveuvreehief d un grant seigneur ouquel en lui baiUant Ven espendroit 
grosses gouttes <Vencre noire, et aussy celles gouttes noires les espandre sur 
une esculSe de lait qui est blane, &c. M., p. 234. (J. M.) 

p. 165, L 22, iij daughters, — M., plusieurs ^les, p. 236. (J. M.) 

p. 167, 1. 17, Sgre I*oueques de Lauai. — M., Messire Foulques de Laved, 
p. 239. Montaiglon says, p. 301 : " Messire Foulques de Laval ^toit le fils 
de Guy IX de Montmorency Xjayal, l*dpoux de Jeanne Chabot, dame de 
Bais, et le chef de la branche de Laval-Bais; il mourut en 1360. 
(Cf. Paris, V. 85.)." (J.M.) 

p. 167, Second Chapter CXX. This is Chapter 121 in M. (p. 239). 
Our Cliapter CXXI is Chapter 122 in M. Chapter 123 (M., Chappitre 
YI^lIP, p. 244) is omitted from our book. (See footnote, p. 171.) This 
is the missing chapter : — 

" Que ntdUfemme ne doit point eroire trap legierement ce qu'on lui dit, 

CHAPPITRE VI"nP. 

ET pour oe est noble chose k toute femme de bien et d*onneur y prendre 
garde et soy garder, et non mie eroire tirop de legier oe que Ten leur 
dist, et se prendre de garde de ceulx qui usent de telles fanlcetez et qui font 
de petlz signes et des faulx semblauA, comme de faulx regars Ions et pensis, 
et de petis souspirs, et de merveiUeuses contenances affect^es, et ont plus de 
paroles k main que autres gens. Sy est bon de soy garder de telles mani^res 
de gens qui veulent user de avoir tel si^le ; car la bonne femme qui bien 
se scet garder de telx gens doit estre moult lou^ et honnour^. Car c'est 
grant honneur et grant victoire avoit £ait de eschiver le mal langaige 
du monde, et qui se puet tenir nettement et hors de leurs folles parleures, 
sans oe que celles folles langues puissent dire ne racompter que ilz I'aient 
tzouv^e en nuUe foiblesse ne molests de cuer, ne qui se puissent bourder ne 
gangler de elles, et cestes bonnes femmes qui ainsi se tiennent fermes, 
et qui ainsi se rusent de leurs faulces malices, doivent estre bien lou^ 
entre les bonnes, tout ainsi comme I'en loue les bona chevaliers et les bona 
escuiers qui passent par vaillance et par honneur ; par la paine que ilz y ont 
trait tous autres pour le grant labour que ilz y ont souffert pour venir 

^ Caxton: pUires. 

15—2 
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k bonneiir, iwni ils plus priaies et haonoares que geos da monde. Taut 
auwy et par mailleiir niton doit astre la bonne dune qui bien a reacwux son 
bonneur oontre tellee maoi^res da gens qui ainii ownt. Et si toub dy bien 
qae mon entente n*ett point par oert livre b bUsmer bonne amour et cenlx 
qui uaent de loyault^; car oioolt de grans biens et bonneuis en aont 
adyenus. Mais la bonne dame de Villon, qui tant fut belle et prende 
femme, dont par sa bont^ et sa beaolt^ moult de cbevaliers f urent amoureoz 
de elle, et elle, qui moult fut saige et de grant gouTemement, leur diaoit 
que toute saiga femme qui bien rouloit nettement garder son bonneur doit 
avant essaier son amy, e'est oelui qui la prye on qui lui fait sembUuit 
d'amour. £t quant elle Taura esprouve vijl ans, adono elle sera certaine se 
il l*ayme de cuer ou de bouebe. £t lors le pourra accoler poor eangnie 
d'amour, sans plus. Mais de oeete bonne dame je me tais, car elle avoit le 
cuer trop dnr. 11 est bien meatier que celles de aujourd*uy aient le cuer 
plus piteulx, et, se Dieux plaist, sy auront elles, car trop long tempn 
a en vij. ans. Le plus d'elles n*attendront pas que elles n'en ayent plus 
brief mercy, se Dteu plaist. Mes belles filles, je vous laisseray nn peu de 
oest fait et de cestes Galoises, et vous compteray un debat qui est entre 
Tostre m^re et moy, sur le fiut qu*elle debat que nulle femme ne doit amer 
par amours, fors en certains cas, et je sousUens le contraire, et pour 
ce est le debat d*entre elle et de moy, sur lequel je vueil racompter.'* 
M., p. 344. (J. M.) 

p. 169, 1. 4, of the Galoys and Galo^ie$. — Whence the Knight derived 
this strange story ifc would not be easy to guess. In old Freiich, gaUoite 
meant a woman who lived licentiously. (T. W.) See Glossary. 

p. 171, Chapter CXXII.— The whole of the debate between the Knight 
' and his lady is contained in one chilpter in the French edition (Chappitre 
yp'^IIIP, p. 246). The French chapter 125 (M., p. 266) is our Chapter 
CXXXIV, p. 186, How the holy la^y approuueitthe heremyte. (J. M.) 

p. 17 1> 1. 22, anet of your'moder, — She was Jeanne de Boug^, the first 
wife of the Knight of La Tour-Landry. She was still alive at this time, 
for she did not die before 1 383. (T. W.) 

p. 174, 1. 7, xl, kyngee an/ct^ii. CM other persones and: mo,—^^., phis 
de xl. roys et plus de cent mille personnesy p. 249. The Loudon MS. has 
Ix, roys, M., p. 301. (J. M.) 

p. 174, 1. 2^2,fowle ddyies and" playsaunce wiihin the Ckirehe. — The 
French again gives more details : il fiU deux royne» par dega la mer qui 
leursfauh delis de luxure faisdient aux tenures le jeudy absolu et le saint 
vendredy aour6, quant Ven estaingnoit les chandeUes, et en Uurs oratoires, 
&c. M., p. 250. Jeudi absolu was the Thursday of the Holy Week. As 
to le saint vendredy aour6, compare : — 

|>an fyl hyt on >e gode fr^day. 
Auint le vendredi ahwri 
Qe Deu pur nus fu crucifix. 

Bobert of Brunne's Handlyng S^nne, I8O/3819. 
. In connexion with the service of .Tenebrae, the Dictionnaire de 
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rAcad^mie'Fran9aifie Bays : '* £n parlant De TOfiSce de la Semaine sainte, 
on appelle TifUbreSf les Matinee qui se chantent rapr^ehdln^ dn Mercredi> 
du Jeudi et du Vendredi." (J. M.) 

p. 177t 1. 18» a lady to whome I gyue no name, the whiche ye wente ones 
to see her, — See the Knight's history, p. 18. (J. M.) 

p. 177, 1. 23, Ye prayd' her of loue, &c. — Cazton has transited this 
passage imperfectly, or perhaps some words have been omitted by his 
printers. The original is, St les responses ne furent par trop sauvaige^, 
mats assez courioiseg et hien legierettes, et, pour le grant semblant qu^elle 
tousjlstt vous vous retraystes de la demander,et se eUe sefiut tenue unpeu 
plus eouverte et plus simplernenty tous VeussUs prise, (T. W.) 

p. 181, 1. 11, at the dore. — M., d la porte de Veglise, p. 258. (J. M.) 

p. 182, 1. 19, The lady of Coussy, &;c M., la dame de Coucy, Our 
Verger, ). 20, should be Vergi. M. has Vergy. These are well-known 
stories, and were great favourites ih the [middle ages. Concerning the 
duehesse (v. 182/ai), Montaiglon says, p. 30T : <<il n'est pas aussi 'simple de 
savoir oe qu'est lldstoire de la duehesse. J'avois pens^ an roman de 
ParisB la Duehesse ; mais il ne convient nnllement." The history of the 
Chatelaine of Yergi has come down to us in a number of MSS., t>ne in the 
Bodleian Library, and a number of editions of the poem have been made. 
The latest is that of Dr. Brandin, published London and PariS| 1903, with an 
Englishing by Alice Kemp-Welch. This text is, with a few modifications, 
that of Raynaud's 'earlier edition (1892). Dr. Brandin says, p. zviii, that 
the reader will see in Raynaud's introdiiction '* how the Lady of Vergi 
became, as early as the fourteenth century, the Lady of Vergier, and how 
fihe was confounded, at the end of the eighteenth century, with the heroine 
of a romance which enjoyed the greatest success in the middle ages— the 
Chatelaine of Couci." (J. M.) The Chastelaine de Vergy will be found in 
Barbazan's Fabliaux, vol. iv. p. 296, and in Le Grand d'Aussy, vol. iv. 
p. 98. (T. W.) 

p. 188, 1. 9,playenge with me. — ^In the original it is, Doni il advint une 
fois que tout plain de chevaliers et de dames jouoient au Roy qui ne ment 
pour, dire verity du no'rn s'amie, Oaxton appears not io have known an 
English name for the gataie, the nature of which is earily seen and under- 
stood. An account of it will be found in the fabliau of Le Sentier Battu in 
Barbazan, vol. i. p. 100. (T. W.) 

p. 183, 1. 22, tyU the tyme ofeeuen yere anct an halfhep€Uiyd'& gone. — 
See the French Chapter 1 23, printed above. (J. M.) 

p. 188, 1. 29, But at the last he sayd to me, " Lady of ihe Towre,'* &c.— 
Caxton's text is nothing but a mess here. The unnamed knight who spoke 
of love could hardly have called her '' Lady of the Tower " before her 
marriage. His words should really end at : in gooc^feythe he shold* neuer 
speke to me therof (1. 28). M., et en ionne foy onques puis ne m^en parla, 
p: 261. At this point our Knight himself breaks in : M., Lorsje lui dis: 
** Madame de La Tour, rous eetes moult male et estrange , . .. &c.," 
p. 261. (J. M.) 
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p. 183,1. 82, lyke the lady ofthefucilU. — Cazton has here made a droll 
literal tranalatioii. The original is, Vous restemhlez madame de La faille, 
M. de Montiiiglon supposes this to have been Margaerite dame de La Jaille, 
the wife of Harjdouin de la Porte, lord of Yesins in Anjou, one of wlioee 
children was married in July, 1388. (T. W.) 

p. 186, 1. 16, Ah^ Syhylle tayth, — ^The original, as edited by M. de 
Montaiglon, has, Et la royne de 8alha diet: but one of the French manu- 
scripts reads, la royne Sebille, which was evidently the text Caxton had. 
Either is a curious authority on the subject. (T. W.) 

p. 186, 1. 38, the Duchegse of Bauyere, — ^Bavaria, of course. In tha 
French text it is, J*ay ouy raeonter d^une dame de Baniire, as M. de 
Montaiglon prints it, for it may of course be read BattUre. (T. W.) 

p. 186, 1. 36, coursers, and' hakneyt, and'dere and'rychefurrynyes, &c. — 
M., yainynoit aouvent a eulx a celluijeu corss^s, drapi^ pennes de ver, perles 
ei grans joyaulr, &C, p. 265. (J. M.) 

p. 186, 1. 28, the prouost of Acquylee. — ^This is a very well-known 
medieval story, which will be found in a metrical form in M^n's Noaveau 
Becueil de Fabliaux, torn. ii. p. 187. (T. W.) 

p. 191, 1. 1, and' made the cheste, where as her tresoure was in, to he sealed*. 
— ^The French text says she had her bed made devant Puis d?une four oit 
estoit sa chevance et son or, etfist mettre la elefde eette tour sceUee en un 
drapel sovhz ses reins, M., p. 271. (J. M.) 

p. 191, 1. 24, hy the xxv parte.— lA,, U xxafi. (J. M.)' 

p. 191, 1. 30, hut suche plate als they sawe ahrode, that wa* a coup and'a 
pyece only, — ^This would appear to have been the ordinary amount of plate 
exhibited on the sideboard of a single person who made no show. The 
original is, fors sa vaisselU d^ argent de chascun jour, (T. W.) 

p. 192, 1. 34, to he worMippeeT,— Caxton has omitted the following rather 
interesting passage, which follows what represents these words in the 
original text : et Id estoieni les menestralx et plusieurs insirumenSf A qui 
ellefaisoit moult grant ehiires, et leur donnoit du sien largement, tani 
quHlz Vamoient d grant merveilles, teUement que, quand ellefut morte, Ux 
enjlrent une chanson de rfyret d'elle, oil il y a au reffrain : 

Helas / dla CralonnUre 
N^avons nous plus hel alei% 
Comme endroit ma dame chiire, 
Qui tant nous souloit amer, 

Et ainsi la reyretoient. Et aprhs ee elle avoit telle eoustume, &c. (T. W.) 
p. 193, 1. 26, vpon the Fryday.—M. adds also et U samedi, p. 276. 
(J. M.) 

p. 194,1. 3, My ladyCecyU of BaUeuyUe,—^,,madame Olive de BeUeVille, 
p. 276. Paris MS. 7073 has Aline, Montaiglon says, p. 302 : ''Dans la 
traduction anglaise du temps de Henry VI (cf. Retrosp. Heview, p. 193), elle 
est ftppel^ Cecyle of BaUevylle, Bans ce passage il y a une faute de lecture 
ou dMmpression : il ne falloit pas s/ie held in Dowaye, mais she hdd in 
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dowage, — Dans rarmorial dejli cit^ de Gilles de Bouvier, on trouve, dans la 
partie oonsacr<^ an Poitou, V^ca da seigneur de Belleville, qoatre de gueules 
et qaatre vair^s d'azur et d'argent — £lle ^toit peut-dtre de la famille de 
Jean de Harpedenne, 8* da nom ; seigneor de Belleville, en Poitou, qae 
Charles VII maria k Marguerite, sa soeur naturelle, fille de Charles YI 
et d'Odette de Champdivers, la petite reine." Our text has dowalrlye. 
198/37. (J.M.) 

p. 194, 1. A, mygkte spende yerdy, — M., son-fr^re tenoit hien xviij. mil 
litres de rent, p. 276. (J. M.) 

p. 194, Chap. CXXXVII.— In M., Chapter 128, containing the whole 
story of Cato and his son, and ending the book. (J. M.) 

p. 195} 1. 2, had' to namfi Cathonet, — Cathon was the medieval form of 
the Boman name Cato, and Cathonet was the diminutive of it — ^little Cato. 
It Ss used here as the name of distinction between the son and the father. 
It is hardly necessary to say that Cato was a very celebrated individual 
during the middle ages, especially for his wise sayings, a reputation which 
arose from the popularity of the Disticha de Moribus. (T. W.) 

This singularly curious story about Cato and his son appears to have 
been founded upon, or at least it is in substance identical with, a tale in 
the Gesta Bomanorum, chap. 134. It is found slightly varied in the details 
in the Dolopathos of Berbers, and forms the first story in the well-known 
Facecieuses Nuits of Straparola. The name of Cato is only given to the 
hero in this form of the story under which it presents itself in the book of 
the Knight of La Tour-Landry. (T. W.) 

p. 197, 1. 16, to be covfyte in tuyre and* other spycea, — ^In the original 
it iS) et leJU confire en bonne drag4e, (T. W.) 

p. 205, 1. 14, in the hooke of my tuoo sonnee. This does not appear in M., 
which reads : si comme il eat contenu ou livre dee saiyes, et aum en une 
evanyUle, p. 290. (J. M.) 
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p. 2, 1. 6, y tawe come towardea me my Aij. douyhtert, — ^With the list of 
corrections to the edition of 1868 issued with " The Minor Poems of William 
Lauder " was the following note : " Mr. Wright*s statement on p. vii, L 13- 
14, that the Knight 'has in no instance mentioned the number of his 
daughters ' must be understood as applying to the French MSS. examined 
by the French editor, M. Anatole de Montaiglon, whose Prefisce Mr. Wright 
was abstracting, and not to the English text. M. A. de Montaiglon says : 
Quant aux JUlee, ellei doivent avoir 4U au nombre de trois ; en effet, 8i 
aucvn des manuserits que itous avons vue ne paroU avoir appartenu A 
Gefforey . . , toutes les fois quHl y a une miniature initiate, on y voit 
toujour^ iroisfillesy el il n^eat pas d, eroire que cette resaemblance ne soit 
pas originairem^ent produite par une premiere source authentique. Accord- 
ingly, the- early English version edited by Mr. Wright for the Society 
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states distinctly on p. 2, 1. S. y »""* f*™* toaardet me my Aij. lUvghtera, 
though (he-oorrespon^Dg passage in the French edition of 1S54, p. a, 1. 14, 
is odI; *t ig Bta fillet vcnir. The viiniature of the English MS. also' giim 
the Knight three daughters." 

p. 26, Chflpter XIX.— With this tale of the tiul of wives compare The 
Taming qf the Shrea, Act V, Sc. ii, wherein the husbands send for their 
iriTes and Petmchio prove* Katharina. (J. M.) 
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By JOHN MUNRO. 

[It has been necessary to make an entirely new glossary, a great number 
of important words having been omitted in the old one. A list of note- 
worthy phrases is also added. I have made differences in, and additions to, 
the Notes dealing with the text subsequent to p. 30, the old ones, by 
Thomas Wright, being initialled T. W., and the new ones J. M.] 



CONTRACTIONS USED. 



n^f noun. 



adi.t adjective. 
aav., adverb. 
AS., Anglo-Saxon. 
Cax. Dial., Dialogues in 

French and English, 

by William Caxton. 

Ed. H. Bradley, 

E.E.T.S. 1900. 
Eneyd., Caxton*s Eney- 

dos, 1490. Ed, W. 

CuUey and Dr. Fur- 

nivall,E.E.T.S. 1890. 
F., French. 
G., German. 
Grod. of Bol., Godeffiroy 

of Boloyne, translated 

A. 

abace, v. abate 156/3 1. F. abaisser. 
abassbed; pp. I87/24. M. eshahif 

p, 267. 
abraided, v. past, Zs, upbraided 

• 37/5. AS. up + bregdan. 
abregge, v, abridge 8/33. OF. 

ahreffiert L. ahbreviare. 
abusion, n. deception 171/9* F. 

abuser, 
aoousatoiirea, np. accusers I3O/9. 

L. accusator, fh)m acousare. 
a ohiche, adv, niggardly 136/30. 

M. chichCf p. 200. 
acoynted, v. past. 3«. acquainted 

74/13. M. accainta, p. 117, OF. 

s'ctccointier de. 



fipom the French by 
William Caxton,1481. 
Ed. Mary Noyes Col- 
vin, E.E.T.S.1898. 

Ice., Icelandic. 

int,, intransitive. 

L., Latin. 

M., Le Livre du Cheva- 
lier de la Tour Landry. 
Ed. Montaiglon. Pa- 
ris, 1854. 



OF., Old French. 
0HG.,01dHighGerman. 
p,y plural number. 
pa8t,t past tense. 



poss,, possessive case. 
pp,, past participle. 
pres.f present tense. 
pron.^ pronoun. 
s.f singular number, 
t?., verb. 

1, first person. 

2, second person. 

3, third person. 
Yergi, La Chatelaine de 

Yergi. Ed. Brandin. 
London and Paris, 
1903. 
Vill., CEuvres de Fran- 
cois Yillon. Ed. 
Jannet. Paris. 



Aoquylee, n. Aquilea I86/23. M. 

AequilUe, p. 266. 
aduoultre, n, adultery 130/i. M. 

avoultrie, p. 192. 
aferde, adj. afraid 24/26. AS. 

dfaran, 
afermed, pp. confirmed 51/i2. OF. 

afermer, L. afflrmare, 
afray, ». fright 48/2 1 . M.e/f/oy,p.75. 
AgniLS Dei 46/8. A portion of 

the Mass commencing, Agnus 

Dei,— "Lamb of God.** 
Alhalwyxme, n. Allhallows IO6/23. 

M. la Toussains, p. 163. 
Alia,n.Leahl07/3i. M.^^p.l65. 
alles, np, awls 67/28. AS. <e/, 

OHG. dUiy G. Ahle^ Cax. Dial. 

aUsnes: alles, p. 21.^ 

^ Note on Awl, The instrument with which the devils were often 
represented to torture their victims was an iron hook or crook. In the 
Life of St. Katherine, p. 105^ we read of Maxentius : '* he . . . het, on 
hat heorte, unhendeliche neomen hire ; t bute dom ananriht, ])urhdriuen 
hire tittes wi9 imene neiles " (Latin, clavis ferrets), 1. 2 116. The order is 
carried out, and we read later, p. 108 : '* Heo . . . tuhen hire tittes up of 
hire breosten, bi ])e bare bane, wiS eawles of ime," 1. 2175. It is instruc- 
tive to note that in the South'English Legendary, p. 99, the same circum- 
stances are described as follows : "he het bat men scholden hire lede : to 
])e tonnes ende And hire bresten fram hire bodi: with Irene crokes 
rende ", 1. 240 — and later : *'* crokes of ire *', 1. 248. Eatol is derived from 
OE. awel. The word in its various forms is glossed as Fuscinula, tridens, 
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almesdede, almesaedede, n. alms- 
deed 132/34, 158/8. AS. almeste 
+ d<kd. 

Alymayne, n. Germany 1 59/i . M. 
Alemaigne, p. 227. 

ameGTOtUB, adj, amorous I68/9. M. 
amoureuXf p. 240. 

amemailed, adj. astonished I5I/34. 
M. esbahis, p. 217. 

amiesiirey v. measure 25/i6. 

amodexithe, r. pree. 3 8. lessens, ap- 
peases I22/33. M.amodere,p.l8S. 

amonestement, n. warning I88/35. 
M. admotiestemaU, p. 203. . 

amys, adv. amiss 26/3. 

Anaatace, n. Anastatia IIS/21. 
M. Annatitaise, p. 172. 

anent, prep. 88/5. AS. one/en, 
M. vers, p. 138. 

angelyk, adj. angelic 110/8. 

annemy, n. Satan; the enemy 
125/24. M. Venemij p. 187. 

anoyeiLS, adj. annoying 128/20. 
M. reads enrieax, p. 190. 

aome, v. adom39/2 1 . M.par er,p.61. 

aoumed*, pp, adorned 16/ 10. M. 
gayement arrays, p. 240. 

apaied, pp. satisfied 35/6. 

aparaitt, v. prepare 135/3. F. 
appareiUer, 

aj>erceiaed, v. past, 3 s. perceived 
147/19. M. apperceuety p. 212. 

apertely, adv. openly 46/i8. M. 
appertement, p. 72. 

apese, v. appease I3/30. M. ap- 
paisier, p. 21. 

aplB:, n, apple 59/15. 

apparage, v. compare, vie 20/i. 
M. s'acomparaige, p. 31. 

apperteyned*, v, pcut. 3 s, belonged 
101/2. F. appartenir. 

appertyse, adj. experienced I86/9. 
M. appertes, p. 265. Gf. Tancre 
whiche moche was appert & hardy, 
•God. of Bol. 82/5. 

approuued*,!)!?. proved^made mani- 
fest 101/8. M. esprouv^, p. 157. 

approuued; v. potst, 3 s. tried, made 
proof of 186/ 1 8. M. v. pres, es- 
prouve, p. 266. 

ATagon,p.ll4. See Note to this line. 



arraohed, V. past. 1 s. dragged out 
197/15. M. arrachay, p. 280. 

an, n. arse 45/i 3. M. derrUre, p. 70. 

aasoiledy v. past. 3 «. absolved 41/2 7. 

Aaanr, a. Ansyria 85/15. M. As- 
tuh-e, p. 130. 

Astate, n. estate, rank 81/23, 
I6O/14. 

atised, r. past. 3 s. stirred up, in- 
flamed 87/35. ^* A^^) P- 138. 
Gf. the woman thus a-tysed wyth 
the Bwete flanmie of love. Eneyd. 
47/16. 

atiser, v. stir up, inflame 89/19. 
M. entiser, p. 140. 

atonre, n. attire 74/i. M. I'atour, 
p. 117. 

attercoppOy n. spider 68/18. M. 
iraingfte, i.e. Varaigneey p. 99. 

aoaled, v. past. 3 s. let down 113/9* 
M. avala, p. 172. 

auaylles, np. remuneration, per- 
quisites 196/1 8. L. valere, F. 
valoir. 

aactorytees, np. authorities I94/33. 
M. etjist moult tTauctoritez, p. 27 7. 

auent, prep. J anent! 86/14. M. une 
heste sauvaigef qui nulle rayson 
ne scet fors qvye nature qui lui 
esmeut, p. 135. A note on this 
point printed with the correctiona 
to the edition of 1868 reads: 
** auent is probably a vent^ wind, 
impulse .... Gompare Gotgrave^s 
' 11 se laisse emporf&r du vent, He 
rtinnes on freely, carried vpon the 
wings of his owne conceit ; also, 
he is inconstant, light-headed, 
variable, of a changeable humour :* 
carried away by every ' impulse 
(«en^),we might say.*' This is also 
Dr. Funiivall's reading of auent. 

auision, n. vision II/19, 43/2 1. 
M. advision, pp; 17, 67. 

aunolen, o^;* old 155/6. 'M.ancien, 
p. 221. 

aunaettersy np. ancestors 4/i8. M. 
ancesseurs, p. 5. 

auouutry, n. adultery 76/io. 

aaowtry, n. adultery 57/35. ^• 
avouUire, p. 90. 



ungula and creagtxi. (See Prof. Graigie's paper read before thePhilolog. Socy. 
Nov. 1905.) Although our alles, from the circumstances under which it is 
used, might seem to be a survival of awelf it is evident that the action is one 
of stabbing rather than of tearing, and the word can only be the same as 
modem atvl, from AS. <kl. The French is alesnes, M. p. 109. 
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aatomd, pp, confirmed, establish- 
ed 87/27. L. auiumare, to Af- 
firm. M. simply reads : ceulx qui 
8ont de bon lieu et iTaneeseerie, 
p. 137. 

auuter, n. altar 5I/29. 

auys, n. advice I6/28. M. avis, p; 26. 

avision, n. Tidon 48/5. ^* <>vt«ton, 
p. 66. 

axed, V. past 8 «. asked 26/31. 

axinge, pres. p, asking I48/33. 

azae, v, ask 59/i. AS. aseian, 

ayen, adv, again I2/9. 

ayenat, prep, against 10/8, 42/io. 

B. 

Bablloyne, a. Babylon 129/2. M. 

Babilonie, p. 191. 
baobyters, np, backbiters 173/13* 

M. mesdisans, p. 248. 
balled, adj. bald 22/27. 
bapteme, n. baptism II/31. M. 

baptesmet p. 17. 
barayn, adj. barren 75/3. M. bre- 

haing, p. 118. 
bariters, np. banters, quarrelsome 

people 53/25. 
Barsaba, n. Bathsheba 57/35. 
Base Almaigne, n. Netherlands 

162/1 T. 'M..basseAlemaisineyy.231, 
be,|>p. been 32/25. 
Beaulyon, n. Beauliea 5I/25. M. 

Beaulieu, p. 79. 
beden, pp. bidden 7I/25. 
bagylers, np. begailers 175/2 t. 
be-hest, v.pre^. 3 p. promise 57/i i. 
behi^ht, v, past. 3 p. promised 

92/10. AS. behdtan, M. pro- 

mistrentf p. 144. 
Beleen, n. Bethlehem 93/29. M. 

Bethleem, p. 146. 
belefke, v. past, was left 108/14. 

M. demoura, p. 160. 
beleue, ». belief I29/27. 
ben, V. be II/21. AS. bedn. 
ben, v.pres. 8 p. are 5/i6, &c. 
berell, n. apparel? 64/5. 
berielesy n. grave I2/22. M. 2a 

fosse, p. 19. 
berielles, up. bnrial 89/ii; ^ 

commaiKfa ^ roy .... qu^elle 

n*eust point de sepulcre, et non 

eusl'elle, ne de sepulture, p. 189. 
berke, v. pres. 8 p. bark I26/29. 

M. abbayenty p. 188. AS. horcian, 
Bersabe, n. Bathsheba 99/i. M. 

Bersabie, p. 154. . 



besemithe, v. pres. 8 s. becomes, 

suits 8I/11. 
bestailes, np. cattle, pastoral 

wealth 103/13. F. hetail. M. 

bestes vivans, p. 159. 
bestoumed*, v, past. 8 p. reversed, 

upset 202/10. 
besydea, prep, beside 48/9. 
bethe, v. pres. 3 p. are 49/30. 
be-thenke you, 6/31. M. sou- 

viengne vous, p. 8. 
betidde, v.past. 3 s. happened 2O/26. 
beye, v. buy 66/8. AS. byegan, 
bituxst, prep, betwixt, between 

19/16. 
blake, adj. black 29/3. AS. hlao. 
blemeashing, n. blemishing 23/15. 

OF. blemir. 
bobant, bobaunoe, n. pride, vain- 
glory 13/1, 38/4, 27. OF. hobance. 

L. hombuSf M. le bobant, p. 20. 
body, n. woman; good body I22/29. 
bone, n. boon 34/24. ^* ^^> P* 54. 
borde, v. chatter, gabble 40/3 1. 

M. V. past. 8 p. bourdoyent, p. 63. 
Bordell, ti. brothel 179/4. M. 

hourdel, p. 255. 
boronesae, n. baroness I4I/30. M. 

baronesse, p. 206. 
borun,pp. bom 64/i6. 
bote, v.past. 3 p. and 8 s. bit 43/19, 

148/23. AS. bitan. 
bounte, n. bounty, goodness IO6/4, 

162/34. M. bonU, p. 163. 
bourde, n. in bourde, in pretence 

111/26. M. par bourdes, p. 170. 

Cf. Verity, bourde, aujourd'uy 

m*est tout un. Yill. p. 111. 
braydes, np. brands 54/5. M. 

brandars, p. 88. 
breche, n. breeches 72/9. M. braiesy 

p. 115. 
breed; n. bread I86/27. M. pain, 

p. 266. 
breke, v. break 58/5. 
brenne,r.burn 12/2 3. AS. daemon. 
brenning, brenninge, cuT; . burning 

49/16, 68/4. 
brent, pp. burnt, id/20. 
briddes, np. birds 1/6, 40/28. AS. 

brid. M. oysillons, oiseHez, pp. 1, 

68. 
bronda, np, brands 54/7* M. tisons, 

p. 88. 
broudred, pp. embroidered I68/2. 

M. hrodee, p. 239. 
browease, n. pottage 8/21. Vide 

Note to this line. 



BuicotI, n. Bou^ueil IS6/35. M. 

Bourgued, p. 200. 
bnrcsr*. IV' burgtases O2/33. M. 

botaryeoU, p. 146. 
bnrgOTM, n. bnrgeiu 12/14. M. 

bourgjoin, p. IS. 
biiTlo7M, n. buif;e»e 138/]. M. 

hoargoiit, p. 202. 
bOBiIieiiieiit.n.ambagli 92/17. ^^■ 

OKbuf^tmeiU. Cf. put them all in 

a baahement, God. of Bol. 131/14. 

M. i^ paiena qui esloient em- 

baichez, p: US. 
Brbil^ n. Bible 51/14. 
byconne, jiji. b^un 74/33. 
brlanyd, pp. believed 203/S. AS. 

gtlifan. M. cre», p. 287. 

0. 

oanne, e. know, 27/13. 

Oftnonn of bya muie, 40/3o. M. 
muml Ufui A ton eatvm, p. 63. 
The canon of tlie maia waa the 
port CDDbuning the words of con- 

□i^on,aaiyoiiiie, «. carrioa SO/ii, 

68/33. U. cAorotnjT'X, p. fll. 
oaite, V. patl. 3 p. planned, plotted 

82/33. 
aut«l,«.caatlel00/i3. iS.ehasUl, 

p. 166. 
Oathon, n. Cato 194/39. ^■ 

Caihon, p. 277. 
OkUujnet, ■. diminutive ot Cathon, 

Cato, i.e. sonofCato ISS/i. M. 

Calhanntt, p. 278. London MS. 

hu tbroughont CAafoniiet. 
CRute, c. {Hii^ 3 I. caaBbt 7S/30. 
ce«ed, <r. pait. 3 i. laized IO8/37. 

M. laiig, p. 186. 
oluws, V. piuC. 3 (. ohoie 2O/4. M. 

e>2eut,p.31. AS. M^KHi. F.cAomr. 
obMnbrsroa, up. wanton women 

80/»o. 
otakmplon, 11. sabititute In battle ; 

champion I2O/31. M. ckatapum, 

p. 181. 
obAie, «. patl. ? a. ehose S2/i3. 

AS. eaiaan. F. cAoin'r. 
obaate, e. cbaatlie 28/t. OF. 

ehatlier. 
ohaa ty SB men t.". correct ion I84/15. 

U. ciasliai,ei,l . p. 26-3. 
ohaufed.jip. warmed, Ficit«d. F. 

chou^ lil/4. Cf. weHe oJuiSed 

rJOa the beeteii, EneyrL 63/4; 

odllateil Fjichanff, p. 19S. ' 
ohaumbrere, 71. umJilservaat, hand- 



ohemeiiTeH, np. chimniea I09/19. 

M. eAeminia, p. 241. 
oherisahed, pp. 8/19. H. ekiere 

tenue el caunis, p. 12. 
□herlona, ai^. diurliih I6O/3. 
obeniDBB, ». cherishing II9/17. 

OF. rferir. 
□hes, o. paif, 3 t. chose III/38. 
□hese, c, chooee I6/14. AS.erStam. 

Y, chouir. 
□hsuanoe, n. wealth, importnnce 

180/31. M. romour el la ciitre 

qa'il devra anoir de ton droiel, 

p. 257. OF. cbtvaiKt. See Note 

to 191/1. Andcf.: 



cheufBalie, c. provide for IO6/36. 

M. ciertr, p. 164. 
childbedde, n. 103/13. M. en 

ffeiine, p. 276. 
otulded, pp. given birth to child 

108/a. AS. eOdian. M. amtil eu 

fffant, p. 185. 
childince. n. childing, bearing of 

child 109/14. ' 
Obimefere, n. OhievrefaTc B2/14. 

M. Chievre Fayt, p. 81. See 

Note to 62/14. 
ohoae,I>p. chosen I6/16. 
Ofpre, B. Cyprus, IIO/13. M. 

Qhippn, p. 168. 
olatre, v. clatter 17/31. 
o\ev«&,pp. iMbA 63/* 3. as. dipian. 
□loped, c patl. S (. called I62/30, 

169/iG. AS.clipiaii. K-appMa, 

p. 227. 
olerete, n. clear brightnen 29/34. 

M. clarti, p. 46. 
QlergTi n. learning II7/39. M. 

clergie, p. 177. 
clowea, np. clawE O8/3. AS. eldiem. 
oloyitce, n. cloister 114/lo. M. 

diAMre, p. 173. 
ook,n. cock 168/13. M.cag,p.210. 
oolers, np. collars 8I/34. M. leart 

dot, their backi, p. 49. 
oolt, V. embrace 2I/10. - OF. eoler. 

M. acBoUr, p. 33. Cf, kysseth and 

eoUelh hjm. Enejil. 48/34. F> 

cot, neck. 
oombaroua, adj. qnamlume, 

troableeome . 2D/34. Colnerove, 
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Vexativus, Prompt. Parv. Cf. 

With that fers geant huge and 

comerous, Romans of Partenay, 

L 4066. £d. Skeat, 1866. 
oomen, pp. come 31/23. AS.cuma», 
oonunysed, pp. comitted I9O/3. F. 

commettre; pp. commis. 
oomparaged, v. paift. 3 p. compared 

I63/24. M. pp. comparOgi^Sf p. 

234. 
oomyns, np, commons, people 

76/i8. OF. commune, 
conoupissent, adj, concupiscent 

129/9. ^* coneupiacere. 
oonfyte, pp. preserved 197/i6. M. 

V. confire, p. 280. 
Constantixie-xioble, n. Constanti- 
nople 6/25. 
content, n. dispute, contention 

100/29. M. eontenSf p. 156. 
contraryenge, n. obstinacy, opposi- ' 

tion 159/21. M. V. pres, con- 

trarierU mie, &c., p. 228. 
oosyns, np, kinspeople, I4O/15. 

OF. cosin. 
oouenable, acfj, suitable, proper 

9/33. M. convenable, p. 14. 
ooaerture, ». covering IIO/28. M. 

pp. couvert, p. 169. 
ooaetise, n. oovetousness 17/7. ^* 

eonvoitise, p. 27. 
counceyled, pp. counselled 73/ 10. 

M. coMeiUitf p. 116. 
coup, 7*. cup 191/31. F. coupe, M. 

8a vaisseUe d'argent, p. 272. 
couranoe, n. wrath, ire 87/29. M. 

le corroux, p. 137. 
couroux, n. wrath 85/3. M. cor- 

roux, p. 134. 
couthe, v, understood 72/26. M. 

sceussieZf p. 116. 
ooyntyse, v. adorn gaudily 72/23. 

M. elles se eointiirent, p. 116. 
oreatoure, creature, n. creator 

68/14, 70/1, 146/16. M. createur, 

pp. 110, 211. 
oristen, ctdj, christian 5/23. 
erompithe, v.pret. int. 3 «. becomes 

corrupt 71/6. M. qui put tant 

ordement que la pueur en va au 

del, p. 114. 
orounes,' np. crowns 153/21. M. 

Ven les couronnoUy p. 219. 
onnne, r. acknowledge, 26/4. 
ourious, adj, careful, painstaking 

14i/i6. M. euneuaet, p. 209. 
cnrsere, n. courser, horse 19)./4* 

M. chevalf p. 181. 



cuBsinge, n. kissing 59/14. AS. 

cyssan. 
bustomer, adj. accustomed 134/21. 

M. couatumUre, p. 197. 
ciutiunanoe, n. custom, habit 8/23. 
cutte,n. lot 34/6. See under Phrases. 

D. 

Dalide, 91. DeUlah 92/3. M.Dalida, 

p. 144. 
damaysett, n. damosel I66/24. 

F. demoiselle. 
dar, V. dare I75/30. M. ose, p. 

251. 
daunsed, v. poet 3 9. danced 35/4. 

M. dansoyt, p. 55. 
debate, n. contention, discussion 

171/22. M. dehat, p. 246. 
debonaire, adj. 84/5. M. de- 

honnaire, p. 132. 
debonairet [e],». meekness I43/29. 

OF. debonnairete, 
debonairly, adv. 121/1 8. M. 

doulcement, p. 181. 
deceperacion, n.separationone from 

another 98/28. OF. deeeparaeion 

from deseparer, L. dis + separare. 

Not in M. 
deceytLours, njp. deceivers 175/2 r. 

M. deeeveurSf p. 251. 
dede, v. past, 1 s. did 13/4. 
dede of, v. past. 3 s. took off, doffed 

39/16. 
dedely bedde, adj. & ». death- 
bed 191/1. M. simply son lit, 

p. 271. 
deface, v. destroy 163/3 1. 
defames, np. calunmy 2/26. M. 

diffame, p. 3. Gf. : 

TJne chascune de ces femmes 
Lors prindrent' ains qu'eussent 

diffhrnes, 
L*UDe ung derc, un^ lay, Tautre 

ung moine. Yill., p. 44. 

defenoBf n. prohibition 56/28. OF. 

defendre. 
defended, pp. for'bidden 57/17. 

M. dejgfendu, p. 89. 
defClait, pp. spoiled, ruined I2I/5. 

M. deff'aU, p. 181, 
deffende, v. pres. 1 s. forbid 178/i8. 

M. Je leur deffans, p. 255. 
defouled, r. past, 3 s, defiled ; de- 
flowered 121/39. M. despuceUa, 

p. 182. OF. defouUr. 
defowled, pp. defiled 74/9. M. 

despucelke, p. 117. OF. defouler. 
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Delborah, n. Deborah 117/ii. M. 

Detbora, p. 176. 
dener, n. dinner 26/aa. 
denied, v, poft, 3 «. for deigned 

85/22. M. daignay p. 135. 
departe, v, divide 66/9. M. pp, 

departies, p. 106. 
departe, o. divide 123/24. M. de- 

partez, p. 184. 
departed, v, past 3 8. divided 98/2. 

M. avoit fait partir la mer, p. 

153. 
departithe, v. pres. 3 <• separates 

146/27. OF. departir, 
deported; pp, prevented, made de- 
sist 2O8/11. M. r. deporter, p. 

287. 
depuceld, pp. deflowered 74/9- ^M. 

despucelUe, p. 117. F. pucelle^ a 

inaiden. 
derke, adj, dark IO/32. AS. deorc, 

M. to nui^ obttcure^ p. 16. 
derkelyng, ac?;. darkling 2I/9. 
desdeyn, n. disdain 17/i 7. M. des- 

daingt p. 27. 
deseiuable, deseyuable, adj. de- 
• oeptive, deceiving 33/31, 55/29. 

M. deeevable, p. 53. • 
deseyned, pp, deceived 57/i3. 
destroubled,|)p. troubled, hindered 

43/34. M. destourbi, p. 68. OF. 

deatourbHer from deftourbier, 
detrenohid, pp. cut in pieces 74/25. 

M. despeoieCf p. 118. 
deyen, t*. die 29/9. Ice. detfja, 
deyen, v. pres, 3 p. die 39/25. 
deyeng, n. dying 29/3. 
digne, adj, worthy 5/i i. F. digne, 

M. sainote, p. 6. 
di^t, o. p(uf. 3 J), arrayed 19/i2. 

AS. dihtan. 
dirige, n. dirige, first word of Latin 

antiphon in office for dead ; hence 

name for that service 7/5. M. 

ffigillei dee mors, p. 9. Cf. : 

** That they doo and syng the same 

Day for my Soule & the soules 

aforsaid, JPlacebo & Dirige, k 

masse of requiem by note.** Med. 

Kecords of a London City Gh., 

p. 6. £. £. T. S. 
disolaunder, n. wrongful slander, 

126/22. 

disoounoeyUe, v. counsel against 
182/34. OF.dii + comeillet, 

di8oreaed,pp'<lcB<^l>6d 147/1. M. 
«. descriprBf p. 212. 

dispiteous, dispitous, a^\ harsh, 



pitiless 84/32, 117/19. M. detpi- 
teuz. Cf. : 

Pauvret^, chagriue efe dolente, 
TouBJours degpiteuse et rebelle, 
Dit quelque paroUe cuysante. 

VilL, p. 31. 

displesaunoe, n. displeasure 25/i8. 

OF. dettplaisanee, 
disporte,n. sport, play 176/1. 0F.«. 

desporier, M. e^tements, p. 252. 
disworshipped, pp, dishonoured 

6/30. 
domages, np, damages, ill effects 

74/10. M. le dommaige, p. 117. 
dome, ao^*. dumb 68/19. AB.dumbf 

OHG. tumb, deaf, stupid, dumb, 

G. dumpf* 
don, V. do 6I/9. AS. don, OHG. 

tuon, G. than, 
done of^ pp. taken off, doffsd 46/a8. 

Caz. Dlal."0«fesvostre chappron : 

I>oo of your hood," p. 4. 
do on, V, put on, don 37/i. 
donghilt, n. dunghill IO3/17. M. 

unfumier, p. 160. 
doubed, pp, daubed 8I/25. OF. 

dauber, to plaster, L. dealbare, 

from albus^ white, 
doughtres, np. daughters I6/15. 
doute,n.fearll4/4. M.dou5/e,p.l78. 
doute, V. revere 48/36. M. diauhUr^ 

p. 76. 
douted, ^..reverenced 92/24. M. 

doubUt p. 145. 
douted, V. past, 8 p. feared 161/9. 

M. dovibtoient, p. 230. 
doutinge, fre». p. fearing 130/a6. 

M. v.past. doubtoitt p. 1S2. 
dradde, pp. dreaded 44/31. AS. 

drJidan. 
dradden, v. past. 8 p, dreaded I6I/9. 

M. craingnoient, p. 230. 
dredeftill, adj. full of dread 175/2 7. 

M. doubteux, p. 251. 
drenohe, v. drown 6/14. 
dronkestkip, n. drunkenness 17O/34, 

189/1 4. M. yvresse, p. 243. 
dronkinnesse, n. drunkenness 

116/ 1 8. M. cellui mauvaie vice 

de trop boire, p. 175. 
drougli, drow, v. peut, 3 e. drew 

19/24, 78/9. AS. dragan, O. 

tragen. 
dryue,o. drift 111/15. AB.drtfan, 

OHG. triban, G. treiben. 
duelled, v. past. 8 s. dwelt 80/ 1. 

AS. dtoellan. 
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diired, v. past. 3 p. lasted, endured 
68/2. M. dure, p. 110. 

dwyned, v. petst. 3 «. dwindled 
35/30. AS. dwinan, 

dyffamen, v. pr&t. 3 p. defame 
173/1 5. M. ilz diffamenU p. 249. 

dysseaere, v, sever 170/1 3. M. 
deuerer, p. 242. 

dyssymyled; v, paft» 8 9. dis- 
sembled, made pretence over 
100/4. M. dissimulaj p. 155. 

dyssymylynge, n. dissembling 
171/11. M. faulx semhlant, p. 
244. ^ 

Ebreux, np. Hebrews 78/3* M. 

Ehrieux, p. 123. 
eeres, np. ears 40/2 5. 
EfDram, ». Ephraim 98/27. M. 

Effraim, p. 146. 
eserlyer, adv, more eagerly 82/13. 
Eleseus, n. Elislia 124/i6. M. 

ElizeaSf p. 185. 
embassitoiirs, np. ambassadors 

I6/13. M. messagiers, p. 25. 
empeclied, pp, hindered, held 

204/11. F. empicker. 
enouTBinge, n. cursing I2/33. 
endoctryne, o. instruct II2/4, 

196/11. M. endoctriner, p. 279. 
enfecte, pp. infected 92/i 2. F. /»• 

fecU» M. deeeue par convoitise, 

p. 144. Cf. " the infecte odour." 

Eneyd. 2I/26. 
enfrayned', enfiraynt, pp. violated 

129/14, 203/1 7. M. eriffi^aint, env- 

f faint pp. 191, 287. 
enharded,^. past. 3 s. encouraged 

66/36. 
enhorte, V. exhort 6I/10. M. eon- 

seillter^ p. 95. 
enis, €tdv. once 2/3. AS. dnes, gen. 

of (f». 

enprynted*, pp, imprinted 205/21. 

Caz. Dial, impressee, enprintedy p. 

51. 
enqudren, v, pres. 3 p. inquire 

148/27. M. enquiirent, p. 213. 
enqaest, n. inquiry 196/25. M. v. 

enquerre, p. 279. 
ensaumples, np, examples 8/25, el 

passim, 
enseygnementes, np. teachijigs, 

194/29. M. enseiffnemenSf p. 277. 
enstabelisahed, pp, established 

117/1. M. estahtyy p. 176. 
entatohed; pp. affected, tainted 

192/13. F. mtacher. 



entendaunt, adj. attendant 155/9* 
entende, n.heed I3O/4. OY, entente. 
entende, v. attend, pay attention 

114/4. ^- entendre, p. 173. 
entende, v, listen 2/ 1 9. M. enlendre^ 

p. 2. 
entendement, n. understanding 

170/35. OF. entendre. 
enteiit,n. intention, purpose I44/34. 

OF. entente. 
entremete, r. pres, 1 s. meddle 

184/18. M. entremettre, p. 262. 
enuyouse, envyeusis, adj. envious 

21/30, I6O/1 3. M. envyeuse, p. 34. 
erliche, adv. early 8O/13. AS. 

arllce, 
ermynes, np. ermines 88/33. ^* 

hermines, p. 139. 
Ershebiashope, n. archbishop 42/2. 
Esaw, n. Esau IO6/21. M. EsaU, 

p. 163. 
esbatement, n. play, sport 172/20. 

M. esbatements, p. 247. 
eachauufe^ v. heat, inflame 164/3 t. 

Mi r. eschauffh, p. 235. 
esconduyed, t*. past. 3 s. refused, 

denied 85/28. M. escandiroit, 

p. 135. Cf. Morte de s*amor Pa 

esoondite. Vergi, 88/658. 
esoxry, n. repute 1 73/i 2 . M. m, p.248. 
ese, n. ease 44/33. OF. aise. 
eslargithe, v. pres. 3 s. enlargens 

132/11. M. eslargist, p. 194. 
espoisatl:, n. espousal 147/9. M. 

les espousaillest p. 212. 
esprysed* (of), pp. smitten with, 

enamoured 175/19. F. s^iprendre. 

M. esprins d^amourSj p. 251. Cf. 

* ^ esprised in j* loue of this queue." 

Eneyd. 82/27. 
essayed, pp. made trial of; essayed 

190/1 1 . M. essaya, p. 270. 
essayeth, r. pres. 3 s. tempts I7O/26. 

In M. the verb is eschanffe, i.e. 

enflames, p. 248. 
Ester, n. Esther I5O/25. M. 

Hester, p. 215. 
eie^v.past. 3 s. ate 68/26. AS. etan, 
euericH, adf. every 2/33- 
eaeriohe, pron. each 84/22, 4O/25. 
Sutalia, n. Athaliah 89/25. M. 

Atalia, p. 140. 
exhaunsithe, v. pres, 3 s. enhances, 

exalts 91/22. M. essauce, p. 144. 
ezpouned, v. past. 3 s. expounded 

43/30. OF. Mpoiu^re. 'L.exponere. 
extraie, v, extract 8/27, 31. F. 

extraire. 
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eztyme, n. esteem 179/2. F. es- 

timer. 
eyre, n. air 56/7. ^* ^^^> P* 85. 



fader, n. father 8/36, &;c. AS.fader, 
fSftderles, adj, fatherless 29/19. 
fadozn, n. fathom ll/i. M. toises, 

p. 16. 
falce fieamed 116/8. See Note to 

this line, 
fall, pp, fallen 88/2, 47/32. 
fallaoe, *n. transgression, failing 

190/12. M.faillance (from OF. 

faillir), p. 270. 
falslled, n. wrong, falseness 171/8. 
fa[n]te8i, n. fantasy I39/19. OF. 

fantagie. 
fiBTded (her), r. past, 8 9. painted (her 

face) 69/15. M. *e/arrfot<, p. 111. 
faster, n. faster, one who fasts 13/2 1. 

AB./cBstan, M. lejeuner, p. 20. 
fawted; pp, sinned I82/3. 
fayne, cuHJ. vain IIO/32V 
fayre, v, make fair 69/31. AS. adj, 

fager, 
faytte, n. act, deed 174/26, 188/8. 

M./at^, p. 260. 
febelithe, v. pres, 8 «. makes feeble 

II6/1 1 . M. affaiblity p. 175. 
febely, adv, feebly, weakly 53/15. 

M. petitement, p. 82. 
fedres^np. feathers 22/2 5. AB,/€/er, 
fedyli, n. fiddle 159/5. ^< '^ vielle, 

p. 227. 
felausHip, n, fellowsliip 19 8/20. 

M. a fait telle compaignie, p. 282. 
felawshipped, v, past, 3 p, frater- 
nized I6O/15. 
felon, adj, felonious 74/30. M. 

feUm, p. 118. 
felthe, n. filth II/33. AS. /yW. 

M. 5ot(6, p. 18. 
fende, n, fiend, devil 40/8. AS. 

Ji(md, M. ennam^, -p. 62. 
fer dayes, n. 45/7. ^^ French is : S\i 

estoUmotUthaulteheure* M. p.70. 
ferde, n. fear 25/12. AS.fikr, 
ferdftiU, adj. fearful 7/io, 68/27. 
fere, n. fire 66/19. AS./yr. 
ferforth, acfv. extremely 173/8. 
fermaylles, np, trinkets, jewels 

I86/13. M.fermailles, p. 264. 

**Fermalf fermail, fermeillet, a- 

grafe, boucle, chalne, crochet, car- 
can.*' Roquefort's Glossaire. 
fers, adj. proud 19/i7, 25/6. M, 
JUres, pp. 80, 39. 



fersely, ade, fiercely 84/30. M. 

fidrement, p. 133. 
ferynge, adj, fearful, afraid 175/26. 

M. paoureux, p. 261. 
fet, V, fetch 93/32. AB,fetian, 
feuer, adj, fewer 47/ 1. A&.fea, 
flaonce, fyannce, v. affiance 99/23, 

167/1. M. /anccr, p. 238. 
flatour, n, flatterer I23/29. M. 

Jlatteur, p. 184. 
flawe, V, past, 3 ,<. flew' 118/i6. 

AS,Jleogan, 
flawme, n. flame 66/3, 166/14. M. 

lajlamhe, p. 236. 
flayne, pp, flayed I74/30. M. e«- 

corchieZf p. 250. 
fleashely, adj, carnal. M» adv» 

charnellementy p. 213. AS,Jlm8e- 

lic. 
fleashely, adv, carnally 6I/28. AS. 

JlcBselie, 
fleumed, II6/9. See Note to 116/8. 
floury, adj. 141/8. M. poMtewiea^ 

p. 205. OF, jlor, 
fode, n. food 43/33. AS. /o<2a. 
foiled, V. past, 3 p, did foolishly 

70/19. 
folw, V. follow 87/33. AS,folffian, 
foly, adj, foolish 21/i. OF./oZ, ». 

folie, 
folyuesse, oej;'. foolish 87/19. 
fonde, V. pa«£. 1 s, and 3 p. found 

3/3 1 , 27/9. AS. findan, 
font stone, 12/4. id.fons de 5ap- 

teme, p. 18. 
forsuere, v, forswear I3O/25. AS. 

forsioearian, 
forth right,, adv, straight forward 

I6/19. Cf."a/or/AJ2t5A<doggeof 

Iryn.*' Med. Beoords of a London 

Gity Ch. E. E. T. S., p. 224. 
for-yete, v, forget 6/17. AS. /or- 

gietan, 
fote, n. foot 66/35. AS./o^ 
fouled, pp, denied 68/5. AS. adj. 

Jul, 
f oute, pp. fought 92/i 9. AB,feohtan. 
fowle, a4;. foolish 72/37. M./0U, 

p. 116. 
foyson, foysun, n. abundance 

62/21, I68/32, M. foffsan, pp. 

98, 227. 
fraunohise, fC frankness, a fne dis- 
position I6I/14. M. unefranehe 

nature, p. 216. OF. franchise. 
firensye, n, 'frenzy 117/22. M. 

frenaisie, p. 177. 
ficentyk, adj, frantic, lunatic I26/3. 
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ftere, «. friar 28/30, M. frire 

mendiant, mendicant friar, p. 45. 
freres, np. friars 46/3, 198/6. M. 

fr^res, pp. 71, 275. 
finaotife, v, to become fniitfal 7/39. 

M.fructifier, p. 11. 
fryuolles, np. triflings 176/6. M. 

par telle frivoley p. 252. 
fticille 183/32. See Note to this line. 
tuTre,v»pre8. 3 p. fur, trim with fur 

31/24. M./ourrent, p. 49. 
♦ fust, n. fist, 27/2. 
fytithe, V, pres. 3 p. fight 54/4- 

A%,fSohtan, 

G. 

fi^adre, v, gather 93/7. ^^* ^<><^'**'<('i* 
galoys, galoyses, np, people of fast 
life ? 169/2. M. ffaloisy galoises, 
p. 241. OF. ffalloise, a fast 
woman. GalleSf pleasures, joys. 
GalleTt to lead a joyous life. Of. : 

Jeplaings le temps de ma jeunesse, 
Ouquel j'ay plus qu'autre £falU, 

Vill., p. 27. 

garderobe, n. private apartment 
111/26. M.garde^robe^p.VO. Of.: 

Et quant illueques ne la trueve, 
Au chevalier commande et rueve 
Qu*en la garderohe la qulere. 
Vergi, 91/853. 

gardonetll, v. pres, 8 ^.guerdons, re- 
wards, 4/32. M. gtberredonne, p. 5. 

garet, n. garret 88/31. M. portaU, 
p. 139. 

garnementis, np, garments 40/6. 

gelous, adj, jealous 23/6. M. 
jaUmae, p. 86. 

gendered, pp, engendered 66/33. 
M. engendri, p. 107. 

gerdonithe, 9/21, vide gardoneth. 

gestis, np, gestes, deeds, annals, yiii, 
3/28, 19/5. M. ffestes, p. 4. 

gesyne, lesyne, n, childbirth 
109/12, 113/33. ^' ^'> gisine, en 
ffesinee, pp. 167. 172. 

gette, n. acquired fiuihion 31/8. 

gi8e,n. guise I9/30. M. guUe, p. 80. 

gises, np, guises, 29/30. 

glomyng, n. looking black, frown- 
ing 86/25. 

glotonye, n. gluttony I7O/33. M. 
gloutonniej p. 243. 

god; adj, good 175/25. AS. god, 

GoddM sonde, n, Gk>d*B dispensa- 
tion, ordinance 46/30. AS. iand, 
Cf. G. Schickung. " But, blyssyd 



be godd of hjrs hye sonde,** Cap- 
grave's Life of St. Katherine 

12/194. E.E.T.S. 
godaib, n, female firiend 79/9. 
Gomer, n. Gomorrah 71/1. M. 

Gomorre, p. 113. 
good condiciones, np. good man^ 

ners and disposition 6/27. M. 

tonnes meurs, p. 7. 
goormaunde, v, gormandize 9/29. 

OF. gourmander, 
greuid, V, past. 3 a, weighed down, 

grieved 65/19. M. ffrevoit, p. 105. 
greyhoundes, np, 43/17. M. le- 

vrierSy p. 67. 
gromandise, n, gourmandizing, 

115/12. M. le trop gourman- 

der, p. 174. 
growne, v, pres, 8 p. growl I26/29. 

M. rechignentf p. 188. 
guerdon, gwerdon, n. reward 5/i i, 

73/26. M, ffiierredon, pp. 6, 117. 
guerdoned, pp, rewarded I3I/15. 

M. n. guerredon, p. 193. 
guerdoned, o. poet. 3 a, rewarded 

113/29. ^' gtterredonnay p. 172. 
guyses, np, scribal error for geeyne ? 

109/18. (See above. Not in M.) 
fiTwerpysshe, v, leave, abandon 

I8I/16. M. ffuerpir, p. 258. 

H. 

hakneys, np, ladies* ambling mares 

I85/36. OF. haquenie, 
halpe, V, past, 3 «. helped 82/34, 

42/1. AS. helpan. 
halydaies, np. holydays, feasts 

37/2 . AS. nalig + dag . 
hap, n. adventure 204/4. Cf. " hon 

eur: good happe." Cax. Dial. 

29/22. 
hardy, adj, bold 175/28. M. hardi, 

p. 251. OHG. harti, 
harpe, v, harp 98/4. M. harper, p. 

153. 
haultarie, adj. arrogant 127/io. 

M. haultain, p. 189. 
hautyuete, n. haughtiness 126/2 1. 
hayre, heyre, n, hair-cloth 89/7, 

48/26. M. la haire, pp. 61, 75. 

Cf. ** payde for iiij yerdes heer for 

])e hye awter.** MecLBecordsof a 

London City Cb., p. 256. E.E.T.S. 
hedir,a<2o.hitherl5/i8. A&.hider. 
hedlrward; adv, hitherward, hither 

17/24. 
Helayne, n. Helen 174/5. M. la 

belle Helaine, p. 249. 

16 
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beles, np, heels 31/25. M. leurs 
talons, p. 49. 

helthe, n. health, salvation I5I/30. 
Cf. "allelaya, galas vita lux. That 
is, heele, lyfe, and lyght." Begina 
Celi Letare, 1. 16. PoUtical Bel. 
and Love Poems, p. 176. E.E.T.S. 

lielys, np. heels 3I/30. AS. hela. 

hBTa, pran. him 14/31, 19/2 7. 

hem, pron, them I6/35. 

hem-self, pron. themselves 4/17, 

18/34. 
her, po88. pron. their I6/1. 

herborued, ;7p. harboured, sheltered 

124/26. OF. herhergier, Cax. 

Dial. ** herhergier : logged,*' p. 49. 

Perhaps of Teutonic origin, OHG. 

hergan, a camp, G. he/gen^ to hide, 

save. Skeat gives AS. herebergan. 
herbiirgll, n. harbour, shelter 

124/18. M. V. herhergier , p. 185. 
here, n. hair 23/ii, 30/ 14. AS. 

hSr, G. Hoar. 
heres, np, ears 27/io. AS. eare. 
heres, pron, theirs 53/24. 
hertis, np. harts 63/2. M. eerjs 

branchuSt p. 99. 
haul, adj, heavy I/2. AS. hefig. 
heyre, n. heir 107/io. M. hwitier, 

p. 164. 
highed, pp, exalted 2O/20. AS. 

hedn, M. a'essaulce, p. 32. 
hight,.^. named, called 125/22, 

147/29. AS. hatan. 
hily, adv, highly 148/6. AS. hedlice. 
hit, pron. it 4/i6, et passim. 
hode, n. hood 15/6. M. chapperon, 

p. 23. 
holde, pp, held 22/2. AS. healdan. 
holy, adv. wholly 116/22. 
homyoyde, n. 203/14. M. homi' 

cidCy p. 287. 
honde8,n29. hands 29/i 7. AS. hand, 
hool, (idj. whole, in good health 

I68/17. A.a hdl, 
hore, n. whore 34/25. ^> ^ P^^^ 

puie, p. 54. 
homes, »p. horns 62/22. AS. horn, 

M. comes, p. 98. See Note to 

62/22. 

hors,njp. horses 43/i7, 9O/15. AS. 

hors, 
hows, n. house IOO/20. AS. hue, 

M. hostel, p. 156. 
hnmalgne, a^, human 143/22. F. 

humain. 
humilied, v. past. 3 s. humbled 

149/8. F. s^humilier. 



huitinge, n. injury, harm 3/i i. M. 
le mehaing, p. 8. 

hym, pron, them I6/32. 

hynder, v, harm 84/25. M. let 
gens . . . luy flrent nuysanee par 
devers son seigneur, p. 133. 



impetre, v. impetrate, obtain by 

petition 101/ 13. M. empeirast, p. 

157, OF. impetrer, L. impetrare, 
impetret, v. pres. 3 s. impetrates' 

14/2. M. emphtre, p. 21. 
impetrithe, v. pres. 3 p. impetrate 

51/20. M. empttrent, p. 79. 
inoontonent, adv. incontinently 

130/1. M. iantost, p. 192. OF. 

incontinent. 
inpaoiens, adj. impatient 103/21. 

OF. impatient, M. elle se cour^ 

rouga, p. 160. 

.J. 

jangeloores, np. janglers, chat- 
terers I62/24. M. gengleurs, p. 

232. OF. jangler. 
jangelyng, n. chattering, jangling 

32/14. il. jangle,^. 50 : "iange- 

lyn, or iaveryn, iaberyn, garrulo 

hlatero." Prompt. Parv. 
janglory, n. chatter I76/19. M. 

gangleries, p. 252. 
jape, V, mock 4O/23. OF, japer, 
Japer, n. deceiver 3S/i6. OF. japer 

or japper, to chatter. M. hour^ 

dear, p. 52. 
Japing, n. chattering 9/3. OF. japer, 
jebet,n.gibbet64/28. M.^ri&^,p.l04. 
jelosie, n. jealousy 23/23. OF. 

jalousie. 
jeloys, <tdj. jealous 120/2 8. M. 

jaloux, p. 181. 
Jesyne, n. childbirth 113/3 3. M. 

en gesines, p. 172. 
Joadis, n. Jehoiacla 89/29. ^* 

Joadis, i. e. Joad or JcHada, p. 140. 
Joohlm, n. Joachim 129/3. M. 

Joachim, p. 191. 
Jolytees, np. pleasures 4I/13. M. 

amourettes, i. e. love - af&ini, 

amours, p. 64. 
journey, n. fight, battle 154/2 3. 

OF. joumee. M. la hataille, p. 

221. 
juellys, np. jewels 65/29. 
Jaes, np. Jews 97/32, 151/i6. 

OF.^ttt. 
jupardbre, n. jeopardy 28/21. 



GLOSSARY. 



243 



jumeys, np» day's journeys 117/33. 

M.jotfrn^, p. 177. 
jvLrredfPp, trimmed, decked 145/i 3. 

M. adoumUSy p. 210. 
justinge, n. joasting 84/34. 0^* 

jouster, 

jUStUI, Mp. jousts llO/l 7. M. J0USt€8f 

p. 168. 
jiLstyae, n. justice 171/i3. M. 
jwtice, p. 244. 

K. 

kembed, v, past 3 «. combed 99/3. 
AS. cemhan^ M. pingnoit, p. 154. 

kerned, j;|7. combed 45/8, 145/ia. 
AS. eembanj M. pinffneea, p. 210. 

kendili, r. kindle I64/35. M. en- 
emies!, p. 235. Ice. kyndill, 

knightes, np, 15/28. AS. cniht, 
M. roya de ^ tamer, p. 25 (kings, 
not knights). 

knoulecll* n. knowledge I8/4. AS. 
ondican, to know. 

knowleoliyiige, n. knowledge 
182/6. 

knowleged, v. patt, 3 a, acknow- 
ledged 37/26. 

kyncto, n. custom, rule I69/15. M. 
la nature, p. 241. AS. gecynd, 

kjrst, v.paat 8 a, cast 57/i6. 

Ii. 

laft, pp. left 85/30. AS. la/an. 
lappe, n. lap (of a woman) 92/14. 

AS. lappa, 0H6. lappa, 6. Xap- 

pen, flap or patch. M,giron,jp, 145. 
laser, n. laizar 182/20. M. le 

ladre, p. 195. 
lassed*, pp, lessened, lowered l7S/io. 

M. abaiaaUe, p. 254. AS. IStaaa, 

less, 
late, r.let 26/27,82/18. AS.^cBtoii. 
lede, n. lead 68/32. AS. 2<&i<2. 
laiser, Xeyser, n, leisure 17/28, 

45/20, 47/2, M. loitir, p. 27. 
leminan, n. dear friend IO/33. 0£. 

leofmon. AS. Ie6f, dear. M. aon 

amy, p. 16. 
lengger, adv. longer 42/ 8. A S. lang, 
lese, V. lose 24/9. A^. forUiaan. 
lesinge, falsehood, lie 88/39* AS. 

ledaung. M. menaeonge, p. 53. 
lessethe, «. pres. 3 p. lose 42/23. 

AS./or/ed«in. 
lesyxiges, np, lies I76/3. AS. led- 

aung. M. ^t par cellea voyta a'en 

vont gmiglant et hourdant des 

damea, &c.,.p. 252. 



lette, V, prevent 44/io. AS. Wan, 

M. tollir, p. 68. 
letteres, np. lighters 54/7. AS. 

leohtant to light, G. Jjewshter, M. 

alumdil, p. 83. 
letuse, n. lettice, white-grey fur 

65/20. OY.Utice. M.letticdeade 

hermittea, p. 106. The London 

MS. reads, de leHaaea et de her- 

minea, p. 295. 
lende, lewde, <idj, lewd, sensual 

67/33, 34« M. fol, p. 89. For 

derivation see leiode below, 
leue, V. believe 95/32. AS. gelflfan, 

OHG. gilouben, G. glattben. 
leue, V. live 47/28, IO6/29. AS. 

Itbban, leofian, 
leued, V, past 3 a, believed 57/8. 
leuein, n. leaven 141/6. Gax. Dial. 

leuain:leuayn,^.li, Jj, levare,U> 

raise, 
leuer, adv, liever. AS. Ie6f, G. 

lieher IOI/4. 
leuid, V. pcLst, 3 a. lived II8/11. 
lewde, a(£;. foolish 55/26. AS. 

hkwed, lay, unlearned ; Ze^«, the 

people. M./ol,p.86. Of. "Twey 

tewed men and a derke,'' Bobert 

of Brunne, 1. 6309. 
Life of the Fathers. See Index, 
liff, n. life, i. e. descendants, progeny 

59/25. AS. tif, M. lignie, p. 93. 
lige, lyge, v. lie 23/32, 79/i6. AS. 

liegan, G. tiegen, M. couchierpar 
. nuit, p. 126. 
liked, v.paat 3 p. licked 29/4. AS. 

licciant OHG. Iecch6n, G. lecken, 

L. lingere, M. techoient, p. 45. 

OF. techier. 
lokes, np. looks, regard, attention 

37/33. AS. tdeian, G. lugen. 
lompes, np, lamps II/12, 145/i8. 

M. lampea, pp. 17, 210. 
lond; londe, n. land I5/29, 56/24. 

AS. ?an<f. 
longed, V. pew/. 3 9. belonged 56/i i . 

AS. tangtan, M. appartenoit, p. 8 7. 
loos, n. praise I5/3. M. ^o;?, p. 23. 
loueliche, adj* agreeable I6/25. 

AS. luflie, 
loofi^, V, wut, 3 a, laughed 4O/26. 

AS. hUhhan, M. ae riogent, p. 63. 
Imnynary, n. 193/5. 
lust, n. desire, pleasure, will 81/33. 

AS. luat, M. reads d teur guiae, 

p. 49. 
last, V, prea, 2 p. desire IO/22, 

24/5. AS. ly«ton. 

16—2 
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lyoorous, lykerous, adj. liclcerish, 

dainty, tasty 22/30, 63/22. OF. 

lecherotLtt from leehier of Teutonic 
. origin. See 2tik^ above. M. reads: 

ne doit mengier ntU hon morsel 

par sa leseheriey p. 36. Cax. Dial. 

*^Elle est moult gloutee: she is 

mocke lichorovs," p. 33. 
lye, n. alkalied water for cleansing, 

made from ashes 7O/4. AS. Ie6hy 

lie (Skeat). M. lessive, lye-wash, 

p. 112. 
lyers, np. liars 53/25. AS. ledgSre. 

M. parjureSy p. 88. 
lygne, n. offspring 124/21. M. 

ligniSe, p. 185. 
lymer, n. bloodhound I5/17. ^^^' 

perly a leash-hound. F. limier. 
. *'Gro8 chien de chasse avec lequel 

le Yeneur qudte et detoume la 

bSte, pour la lancer quand on 

veut la courir.'* Diet, de 1' Aca- 
demic Fran9ai8e (1814). OF. lien 

a leash. Hence the spelling in 

M.,7e liniere, p. 24. 
lynee, n, lineage 109/i. M. ling- 

nies, p. 167. 
lytelyd,^p. littled, diminished 61/ 

22. AS,liftlianyM.allegier,p.96, 
lyuynge, adj. living, » bright, ani- 
mated I68/1 3. See^ua. M,vive, 

p. 240. 

If. 
maistred, v. past. 3 p. mastered 

128/30. M. maistroient, p. 190. 
malefactoures, n p. evil - doers 

137/19. L. malefacerej to do 

wrong. 
m.alyiicolye, n. melancholy 88/3. 

M. malle colle, p. 138. 
xnannisslie, adj. mannish 136/i8. 

AS. mennisc, M. homtnaux, i.e. 

hommasses, p. 200. 
man slaughter, n. 57/36. AS. 

sleaht a blow, from sleany to slay. 

OHGr. slaheUf G. sMagen, M. 

omicide, p. 90. 
niareys,». marsh 63/36. M.maroiz, 

p. 100. 
margarite, marguarite, n. pearl 
• I68/1, I68/5. M. margarite, 

p. 226. (See Note to I68/1.) 
masse, n. mass 44/29. M. mouitier, 

p. 69. 
maugre, ». ill-will 33/5. OF. 

maugre, malgre. (See Phrase 70.) 
mauuastye, n. wickedness 17I/27. 
• M. mauraisti^, p. 247. 



m.ayxiteii, n. deportment, bearing 

I67/23. M. maintieng, p. 239. 
mode, n. reward 5/1 1. A&.fned. 
medlB:, v. meddle, mix 159/7. ^* 

fRe«2er, p. 227. OF.mesUrymedler. 
meke, v. trans, make meek 87/23. 

Ice. mjakr. M. il se doit A tous 

humilier, p. 137. 
melanoolyoiLS, adf. melancholy 

175/17. M. merencolieux, p. 251. 
membres, np, members, limbs 

IO8/30. OF. memhre. 
menes, np. means 35/8. OF. moien. 
meneuer, nLeniuere, n. minivar, fur 

of squirrel 3O/13, 65/20. OF. mett- 

uver ; menu, small, and vair, fur. 
many, meyni, n. people, household 

39/1 o, 113/1 3. M. mesgnie, grant 

foyson de gens, pp. 61, 172. 
merour, n. mirror 45/io. OF. 

m^oir. 
meruaile, «. marvel, astonishment 

17/17. 0¥.merveiUe, M.despit, 

p. 27. 
meseXt, n, leper 9O/26. M. meseUe, 

p. 142. 
meselrye, n. leprosy 9O/33. M. 

mesellerie, p. 14a. 
meuble, n. furniture, movables 

119/13. M. meuble, p. 179. 
meued; pp, moved 191/ 16. OF. 

muveirf movoir. 
meues, v. pres. 8 s. moves 86/15. 

M. esmeut, p. 135. 
mewredy pp. immured 73/4. F. 

murer, M. sa femme x\ mist en 

chartre perpetueUe, p. 116. 
meyni, pron. many I9/31. • AS. 

manig. 
mischeef, n. mischief 87/5* M. 

meschief, p. 137. 
misoheued, pp. brought to disaster 

125/23, 148/8. 
Merueile it is ])at y not myiekeeue^ 
f>at y neere kild, drowned, or brent. 

Christ's own Complaint in Politi- 
cal, Religious and Love Poema 
226/563. (E.E.T.SO^ 
misleuyng, n. misliving, evil living 

115/24. 
mistomithe, v. pres. 8 «. reverses 

71/6. M. hestoume, p. 114. 
moder,». mother 29/ 14. AS. mdefor. 
moderes, n. gen. mother's 87/i6. 
moders, np. mothers 4/3. 
mordres, np. murders 89/i6. AS. 

mordor, G. Mot'd, L. mors, death. 

M. murtres, p. 140. 
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morw, n, morrow 6/16, 9/14, 11/6, 

&c. AS. morffen, 
most, V, pret, 3 e. must 44/ 1 1. AS. 

tndtati, 
mouse, V, wait idly, loiter iS/i*^. 

OF. muser, 
mow, V. might 88/4. AS. mugan, 
moyan, n, means 132/3. OF. 

fnoien, moyen. 
mue, ». mew, place of confinement 

8 6/34. " A coop in whicli poultry 

was shut up to fatten; a prison." 

(T. W.) M. en mue, p. 135. Cf. : 

** Why will you raew her up , . .?" 
Taming of the Shrew, i. i. 87. 

mued, pp. shut up, cooped up 86/30. 

M. elle 8eroit vij. ans en mtte, 

p. 135. 
miirdre, 0. murder 88/24. AS. 

myrthrian, M. murdrir, p. 139. 
musardes, np. dawdlers, loiterers 

41/14. M. muaars, p. 64. 
myddes, n. midst I98/36. 
my[l]8e, n. mildness ? 132/i J . AS. 

milde. M. Dieu . . se esmuet en 

pitie et ealargUt aa misericorde, 

p. 194. 
myschaunt, adj. wrong, wicked 

126/26. M. mescAante, p. 188. 
mysprysed; pp. done amiss I86/30. 

F, mSpriser, 

ne, conj. nor 19/2. AS. n«. 

nedely, adv. needs, of necessity 
148/12. A^.nid,ned. 

neuew, n. nephew 62/i 7. OF. neveu. 

nilt, V. will not 17/ J 5. AS. niUan — 
ne loillan, 

nisete, nisite, ». foolishness, folly 
16 5/2 1,167/ 7. M. actually eoin- 
tise, hvit/olie in the chapter head- 
ing. M.,p.236. L.ne8cii{«, foolish, 
OF. nice. Cf. " It ys holde but a 
nysyte." Macro Plays 57/654. 
E.E.T.S. 

nofor8»no matter 83/16. 

none, n. noon 42/32. AS. ndn, 
M. midy, p. 66. 

norshe, v. nourish 29/ 1 9. M. nour- 
rir, p. 46. 

not, n. nought 21/6, 7I/28. AS. 

note, V. know not I8/28. AS. ne 

wat ; witan to know. 
nother, eonj. neither 71/9. AS. 
. nd-hicceder. 



nouelte, n. novelty 8I/32. M. 

nouveaulfe, p. 49. 
noueltees, np. novelties 3O/30. M. 

noureaultez, p. 47. 
noye, n. noise, display 109/26. M. 

aans grans arrois, without great 

display or. array, p. 167. Our word 

is probably erroneous. 
Noyis, n. poss. Noah's 62/24. 
noyus, adj. injurious IOI/9. L. 

nocere, to hurt ; adj. nosriua. 
nwe, adj. new 64/13. AS. nUoe. 
nyoe, a^j. foolish 99/25. M. ntce, 

p. 155. L. neseiua. 
Nynbe, n. Nineveh 13/2 5. 
nytinggale, n. nightingale I/5. 

AS. nihtegede, M. la meaange, 1. e. 

the titmouse, or tomtit, p. 1. (See 

Note to 1/5.) In Cax. iJial. p. 10, 

Caxton has left the Flemish word 

meesen for the French maaangea* 

Meeaen^G. Meise, 

O. 

obeissaunt, €tdj. obedient 147/35- 

M. portoit . . . obeiaaance, p. 213. 
obribelnesse, n. horribleness, hor- 

ridness 69/26. 
obsequye, n. obsequies 193/3. OF. 

ohahque, ML. ohaequia, M. enterre- 

mena, p. 275. 
occysiones, np, slaughterings 115/ 

18. M. occiaionay p. 174. 
offends, v. for defend 142/26. M. 

elle ne trouvoit qui pour lea com^ 

hattre ae voulaiat offrir, p. 207. 

OF. qfflenaer, defendre. 
offerande, n. offering I5O/14. OF. 

oferande, ML. offerenda. Cax. 

Dial, loffrande : tkoffrynffe, p. 89. 
ogllt, V. ought 5/20. AS. dgan. 
oke,v.paat. 3 a. ached 8/23. AS. acan. 

M. la teate luifaiaoU mal, p. 12. 
one, prep, on 58/12. AS. on. 
onely, adj. single 175/28. AS. 

iknlic, M. aeul, p. 261. 
oneyed*, adj. one-eyed 9/9, 26. M. 

Veu^l trait, p. 14. 
onis, adv. once 26/19. AS. <knea. 
on lyue, adj. alivg 174/3 1. AS. 

on life. 
OP, (tdv. ere 6/16, 145/1 1. AS. (kr, 

OHG. er, G. eher. 
oresones, np, orisons 6/5. M. oioy^ 

sons, p. 6. 
orguiUeox, adj. proud, haughty 

84/33. M. ado. orguilleaaemeni , 

p. 134. 
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orguylleus, adj. proud, haughty, 
84/i I . OF. orgueiUeux, 

orientys, adj. western I22/26. M. 
n. orient, p. 183. 

orphelyns, np, orphans II2/4. M. 
orphelina, p. 170. 

oste, n. host 46/9, '^* ^* «atn< 
saerement, p. 71. 

o8te, n. host 77/i5. M. o»<, p. 122. 

oth, n. oath ISl/ip. AS. dO. M. 
«er0menf, p. 258. 

otoiir, n. otter 22/i6. AS. ofer, 
0£[6. offar, G. Otter, an adder or 
viper. M. le loerre, p. 36. 

ouohes, np. jewels, trinkets I86/13. 
OF. nouche, OHG. nuseka. Di- 
vided in ME. in use of the inde- 
finite article, an o«cA«. Catholicon 
Anglicum, an Ovohe ; limulaf 
limule, monile, p. 262. 

ouer-thwarte, prep, across 43/9. 
AS. Jnotorh, a cross. 

ouerthwarteres, np. contradictors 
53/25. 

ouerthwartly, adv. contradictingly 

28/13. 
oultreouydanoe, n. proud presump- 
tion 87/19. M. QfuXtrecitidance, 

p. 137. 
outre, V. set outside, beyond 162/a6. 

M. en oultre Vamour et la grace 

de Dieu, p. 232. 
oynteth, v.pres.Z «. anoints I23/30. 

M. oint, p. 184. 
02ia8,ii.Ahaziah 89/37. ^.Oziaa, 

Le. Okosiaa, p. 140. 

P. 

pai8ible,(u/;. peaceable 117/a 2. M. 

paisibUt p. 177. 
parail, paraile, n. equal I34/13, 

146/32. "M., pareil, pareille, ^p. 

197, 212. 
parohemyzi, n. parchment 42/7. 

M. leperehemin, p. 65. 
pare, v. adorn 67/2. OF. parer. 

Cf* ''mayde fayre: pareesj* 

Eneyd. p. 199. 
pareili, n. equality 6I/26. OF. 

pareille. (See Phrase 89.) 
parfygbt, adj. perfect I82/9. M. 

parfaitte, p. 259. 
partener, n. participator, sharer 

203/15. M. participant, p. 287. 



partie, n. part 164/2 2. OF. partie. 

parties, ftp. parts 122/26. OV.parlie. 

parylle, n. peril I8I/29. M. peril, 
p. 259. 

Farys, n. Paris 174/2. M. Parif, 
p. 249. 

Fasque, n. Passover 144/3. ^* 
Pasques, p. 208. 

Fater- noster, n. paternoster 136/2 7. 
M. patemoetre, p. 201. 

payens, paynyma, np. pagans 92/8, 
173/36. M. paiene, payens, pp. 
144, 249. 

paynen,9.|7re«. 3p. take pains 177/7. 

pays, n. peace 122/ 1. M. paix, p. 
182. 

Paytov, n. Poitou 2/14. M. Poi- 
tou, p. 2. 

pees, n. peace 5/31. OF. paix. 

I>eramour8, n. paramour I67/24. 
M. sa dame par amours, p. 239. 

perdurable, cidf. everlasting 54/i<9. 
M. pardurable, p. 84. Gaz. Dial. 
^^pardurdbUi euerlastyng,^^ p. 52. 

perfit, adj. perfect 66/23. M. jKir- 
faittes, p. 87. 

permuned, v. pa«f. 3 p. s. changed 
167/5. ^* i^ermi^, p. 238. 

perahed, «. pas^. 8 jp. perished 
113/13. Or.perir. 

person, n. parson, priest 43/23. 
LL. persona. M. la personne de 
Vesfflise,'p. 67. Concerning this use 
of the French personne Montai- 
glon adds a note, p. 298 : '' Quoi- 
que dans tout ce ohapitre personne 
soit tonjours le prdtoe, je ne crois 
pas qu'U faille y voir un sens ana- 
logue k celui de Tanglais parson; 
ccla veut dire I'homme qui est au 
Seigneur, et par suite seulement 
le prdtre qui est au Seigneur.** 
In the French text personne is 
used synonymously with ehap- 
pelain on p. 66, and with prestre 
on p. 67 : in the English text 
perscn is used synonymously with 
preest, p. 43, lines 23, 24.' 

pert, adj^ open, famUiar 18/25. 
OF. apert, M.n. appetiise, p. 29. 

pesaunt, adj. heavy I89/9. F. 
pesanL 

pete, n. pity 89/33. OF. pUe. 

Peytiem, n. Poitiers 114/6. M. 
Poitiers, p. 173. 



^ On p. 138, person of the ehirche, 1. 5, is the rendering of the French 
eur^, M. p. 202; 1^9/2^, persone is the rendering of ohappellain, M.p. 20S. 
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Feytou, Feytow, n. Poitou 52/14, 

169/8. M. Poitou, p. 241. 
Fharo, n. Pharaoh 111/9* M. 

Pkar<ionf p. 169. 
pilled,a(f;.bald22/a7. M.peleZtpM. 
pillour, n, pillar 9S/i 7. M. piUier 

p. 146. (See Phrase 66.) 
pistelt, n. epistle 106/3$. M. 

Vespitre, p. 163. 
plater, n. platter II/15, 27. OF. 

plateL M. ung vaiswl eomme un 

plat d'argentf and also le vaissel 

(Vargentf p. 17. 
plumme tre pmner, n, plum-tree 

180/15. Caz. Dial. **protmier: 

plomiree^^ p. 18. M. un prunier, 

p. 192. 
pointes, np. points S8/21. M. 

estachesy p. 52. 
poke, n. bag 8O/13. Irish poe, 

AS. jTooo. M. poehe, p. 127. 
popithe, t% |>re«. 8 17. paint 68/22. 
popped, pp. painted 68/10. 
popped, V. pcut, 3 «. painted 69/15. 
pore,ac{;. 86/25. (SeeNote to 86/25.) 
port, n. bearing, demeanour 84/ii. 

F. port. 
pouere, ». power 70/i o. OF. jpoeir, 

F. pouffoir. 
powere, arf;, poor 68/35. OF.povre, 
poyBum, n. poison 59/7. ^ ^ 

poUons, p. 92. 
praye,.^. prey IO6/29. OF. preie. 
predycatoum, np. preachers I8I/1. 

M. prescheurs, p. 258. F. predi- 

ccUeur. 
preue, v. prove 97/20. OF. proerer, 
Friamus, «. 174/2. M. du ro^ 

Pruint, p. 249. 
prime, n. the canonical hour, 6 a.m. 

V33» 199/2 1. M. keur4 de prime, 

p. 288. 
priue, Yi. privy 24/i. M. chambres 

aisUs, p. 87. 
prineH, <idv, privily, privately 

24/33. 
prinete, n. liberty, favour 119/io. 

M. priveUf'Tp. 179. 
prini, adf, secret 84/27. ^* |>rfW, 

p. 138. 
proferes, np. proffers, offers 92/13. 

OF. pro/erer, 
profltees, np, prophets 184/22. 

M. les prophUea, p. 197. 
profyt, n. prophet I24/15. M. 

prophHe, p. 185. 
properte, n. character I26/28. M. 

proprieU, p. 188. 



propyce, a<(;. suitable, qualified 

198/1 6. OF. propice, M.propre, 

p. 275. 
prouflyteea, np. profits, gains 

196/15. OF. profit. M.proum8, 

p. 279. 
puissaunt, adj. powerful 57/7. ^* 

puissant, p. 89. 
punicion, n. punishment 49/23. 

M. punicion, p. 76. 
purfiled,pp. embroidered, trimmed 

30/if . M. pourfiUSe, p. 47. 
pnrflles, np. trimmings, embroi- 
deries 80/22. M. pourfilz, p. 47. 
purseuant, n. pursuivant 159/i6. 

(See Note to this line.) 
purueie, v, purvey, provide 46/i. 

M. pourveoir, p. 71. 
purueyed, pp. provided, furnished 

145/17. M. gamies, p. 210. 
piiruiance, n. purveyance; fDre- 

sight, carefulness IO6/27. M. 

pourveance, p. 164. 
pusaunce, n. power 67/ii. M. 

puisaance, p. 108. 
putyers, np. debauched men, rou^ 

17 4/30. OF. putier, a debauched 

man. M. ribaux, p. 250. 

Or 

Queint, adj. fine 88/1 5, 4O/3. OF. 

coint, quMnt. 
quaint, pp. extinguished 86/26. 

AS. dcwenean. 
Queintise, queyntys, n. fine attire 

62/ 1 3,146/1 1 . M. eointises pp. 97, 

211 ; p. gueintyses, 64/33. 
quenched^ 9. past. 8 p. put . out 

85/i6. AB.dcwencan. 'M.estaigny, 

p. 56. 
quene Proaes, 2/io. (See Note to 

this line.) AS. evf^n, queen, 
qtdte, V. pre%, 1 s. relinquish 84/8. 

M. quitte, p. 58. 
quitetB, v. prm. 8 8. requites II8/1 1 . 

OF. quiter. M, pp. guerredonnee, 

p. 172. 
quyshon, n. cushion 88/20. M. 

guarreauhf'p. 52. OF.cuissin. Cax. 

Dial, coussins : quysahons, p. 50. 

B. 
Baab, n. Bahab II8/1. M. Saab, 

p. 171. 
Baoel, n. Bachel, 109/7. M. Rachel, 

p. 167. 
raohea, np, hounds 48/i8. AS. 

rascc. M. grans ehiena noire, p« 

67. C£ ** redresse theyr brackes, 
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retches, and bloode houndes.'' 

Eneyd. 58/i6. 
ramageus, adj\ wild, untamed 

14/II. OF. ramaige, wild, M. 

sauvage, p. 22. 
rampe, n. an ill-conditioned woman 

25/30. M. V, ramposner, p. 40. 
rancour^ n. 58/20. M. reneune, 

p. 88. 
rauysshe, v, raviBh 174/3. OF. 

ravir, 
reame, reme» if. realm 75/2a. M. 

royaulmes, royaumes, p. 119. 
reohin, v, pres, 8 p, care 6O/28. 

AS. recan. 
reohithe, v. pres. 8 «. careth 24/21. 

AS. re'can. 
reoonisatmce, n. thanks 5/3. M. 

V. recongnoistre, p. 6. 
rede, v. counsel, advise I4/26. AS. 

rddan. 
rede, v, pres. 1 s. counsel 79/5. AS. 

rddan. 
redelles, np. riddles 96/8. AS. 

rddels from radan. See Rede. 

M. devvnaiUe^ p. 151. 
redressed, v. past. 8 s. IO8/33. ^« 

redressa, p. 160. 
reed; ac^'. red I68/12. AS. rdad, 

OHG. rdtf G, ro^A, M. rouge, 

p. 240. 
refecoioned, pp. nourished 97/33, 

182/3 1. L. re-facere. M. rassa- 

siee, rcMsasiez, pp. 158, 195. 
religieax, «|p. men of holy orders 

92/30. M. religieux, p. 145. 
religiou8ete,n.religiousiie88 IO7/26. 

OF. religiositi. 
remeue, v. remove, i.e. move 87/24. 

M. remuer, p. 59. 
rennithe, v. pres. 8 s. runneth 8O/7. 

AS. rennan. 
rennyng, pres. p. running 87/6. 

AS. rennan. 
renomed, renommed^^Tp. renowned 

8/6, 142/28, 184/26. Cf. renom- 

mees: renomed. Gaz.Dial.4O/19. 

M. nomme, redoubte, pp. 207, 262. 
repentaille, n. repentance 156/28. 

M. en repentaiUes, p. 228. 
repreue, v. reprove 102/i. OF. 

'reprover, 
repreue^ v. past. 8 s. reproved. 

194/11. OF. rcprorcr. 
repreuithe, v. pres. 8 p. reprove 

82/6. OF. reprover. 
rere eggis 27/i 7. (See Note to this 
line.) 



rere aopem 8/24. (See Note to this 

line.) 
reauscited, v. past. 8 s. resuscitated 

125/12. M. ressuscita, p. 186. 
reuest, v. clothe 49/27. M. pp, 

reves'ir, p. 77. 
reward, n.for regard I48/27. M. 

ne regardent d la Jin, &c., p. 123. 
rewme, n. realm 31/i. M. roy- 

aulme, p. 48. 
reyne, v. continue 70/i8. 
ribible, n. a small rebec or ribibe. 

OF. rctfifie, **rebec." Godefroy. 

Cf . : ' 'Al conne he pleye on griteme 

orribiMe." Chaucer*sClerk*sTale, 

1.82. 
rightfiilt, adj. good, honourable 

147/1 3. M. n. preudomme, p. 212. 

AS. riht +full 
riotte, n. dispute, disturbance 

IO8/13. M. riote, p. 166. 
robed, pp. robbed 88/ 1 5. M. roher, 

p. 188. 
Boboam, n. Jeroboam lOl/ii. 

M. Jeroboam, p. 157. (See Note 

to this line.) 
rocke, n. distaff 79/27. -M. une 

quenouille, p. 127. ''A ista 

held in the hand from which the 

thread was spun by twirling a ball 

below. *■ What, shall a woman with 

a roH-e drive thee away?*" Bigby 

Mysteries, p. 11 (Halliwell). (^z. 

Dial. Keneule : dyHaf, p. 82. 
rpndeUes, np.rondeaux I/16. M. 

rondeaiar, p. 2. 
rotes, np. roots I86/27. Ice. r6t, 

AS. wyrt, G. Wurz. M. raeines^ 

p. 266. 
roune, v. whisper 40/22. AS- 

rtinian,U)HG. r&n, G. rawMin. 
routed, v. past. 8 s. snored 8I/35. 

AS. hrHtan. M.flst seniblant de 

dormir et de ronfler, p. 129. ' 
rowned, v. past. 8 s, whispered 

27/10. AS. rUnian, OUG. rt«n, 

G. raunen. 
ruddy, adj. 166/6. 
rybauudise, n. sexual sin 164/36. 

M. ribauderies, p. 235. OHG. 

hrUpa, prostitute, 
ryot, n. riot, riotous living 64/ii. 

M. la riofe, p. 84. 

8. 

Saba, n. Shebah I22/25. M. Satiba, 

p. 183. 
sale, saiu, saine, sayne, pp. seen 
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. 18/9,20/3,29/23,68/36,165/37. 

AS. sedn, G. 9ehen. 
8aie,v. assay, try 26/34. OF.cuaier. 
aaieng, pre*, part, saying IO/34, 

11/3. AS. seogan, 
Salamon, n, Solomon IOO/18. M. 

Salemonf p. 156. 
sained, v. past, Zp, greeted I9/15. 

M. salua, p. 80. 
Sampson forte, 92/3. (See Note 

to this line.) 
sauaoion,n. salvation 58/i 3,145/30. 

M. muvement, pp. 82, 210. 
sauement, saunement, n, salvation 

89/29, 117/36. M. saulvement, 

sauvement., pp. 62, 177. 
sauerithe, v. pre», 3 8, smells 89/23. 

OF. «avour0r, to taste. lA,purra, 

p. 61. 
sanf, prep, save, except 25/i3, 

49/19, II8/13. OF. sauf, 
saulter, n, psalter 137/6. AS. 

sealteret L. psalterium. 
soaped, v. pant, 3 8, escaped 42/9. 

OF. eecaper, 
soarlatte, adj, scarlet I68/1. M. 

eecarlate, p. 239. 
soienoe, n. knowledge 4/33, 58/17, 

151/35. Note to 151/34. M. 

science^ p« 5. 
solaundre, n. slander 35/3. OF. 

eselandre, M. gran,t blaime, p. 55. 
solaundred, pp, slandered 21/i8. 

M. diffhmee, p. 83. 
solaundxes, np, slanders 2/37. 

OF. eselandre, M. diffdme, p. 3. 
■olender, adj, slender I65/39. 

ODutch slinder (Hexham). M. 

plus gresle, p. 287. 
soomflt, pp, discomfited 55/25. M. 

deaco^/it, p. 86. 
soorolL, V. flay 6/14. M. etcorchier, 

p. 8. Cf. "flain: eecorchier," 

Eneyd p. 202. 
•ooymoos, a<f;. squeamish 155/ 13. 

From ME. noeem vertigo + ons. 

AS. itointa, swoon, 
soutis, np, crowns 67/8. OF. ^cu, 

OF. also, a shield ; nence a name 

ibr the coin which bore that em- 
blem. Cf. Cax. Dial. EtetUz du 

roy : Scutes of the kyng 17/32. 
seohe, v. seek 48/25, 87/8. AS. 

9iean, 
■eoras, np, secrets III/29. M. secrez, 

p. 170. 
Mintes, oonfessonrs 7/31. M. dee 

sains eof^fesseurs, p. 11. 



sely, cutj, simple 52/22. AS. sdliff, 
semblauntis, np. semblances 19/i. 

M. senManSf p. 2^. 
sembled, v, pasU 3 s, resembled 

125/31. M. semhla, p. 187. 
sen, eof\f. since 49/23, IO3/23. AS. 

siddan, 
sengin, adJ, single 81/26. 
sengle, adj. u^ined I68/2. M. 

sanglS, p. 239. 
separe, v. separate I8I/9. M. 

separer, p. 258. 
semage, n. servitude III/9. M. 

servaige, p. 169. 
sethe, adv, afterwards, since 13 /i 5, 

I8/9, 52/13. AS. sUfdan. 
sefhe, conj, since 24/5. AS. siddan, 
eenre,ac7/.8urel6/20. M.se«r,p.26. 
share, v. past, 3 s. cut 92/i5. AS. 

sceran, M. tondU, p. 145. 
shent, pp. disgraced, i-uined 84/8. 

AS. scendan, 
shent, V, past, 8 s. spoilt 25/27. 

AS. scaidan, 
shette, pp, shut I45/24. AS. 

seyttan, M,fermees, p. 210. 
shette, V. past, 8 p, shut 34/21. 

AS. seyttan, 
S&one, np, shoes I9O/7. AS. sce6, 

0H6. scdhy G, Schuh, 
shroue, v, past. 8 s, shrived I8/14. 

AS. scrifan, 
sholi, 9. shall 82/34. AS. seulan, 
SibiUe,90/5. (See Note to this line.) 
sithes, np, times 144/i8. AS. sUi, 
slee, V. slay 24/7, 3V*^» 57/36. 

AS. sUan, 
sleuth, n. sloth 44/14. -^^ sldv), 

slow ; sldw9, slowness, 
slon^, V, past, 8 p, slew II8/13. 

AS. sUan, M. occirent, p. 177. 
slow, V, past. 8 s, slew 59/i i, 78/27. 

AS. sUan, M. oeeistf pp. 97, 125. 
smonldred', jpp. smothered IOO/23. 

AS. smorian, to stifle. M. estain- 

gnit, p. 156. 
smyte, pp, smitten 204/34. AS. 

smltan, "M./eruy p. 289. 
snailes, np, 68/2. AS. snasgel, M. 

limas eornuSf p. 98. 
sodeine, adj. sudden 87/23. OF, 

soudain, 
solytarie, ad;, solitary 148/i. OF. 

solitaire^ L. solUarius, M. seule, 

p. 128. 
somer,». summer 8I/3 7. AS.sumor, 
sonde, 46/30. See Groddes sonde, 
sonner, ocfv. sooner 58/i i. AS. 86na, 
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sorugH, 80IW, n. sorrow l/io, 2/a, 

45/37, &c, AS. sorgy G. Sorge, 
sotlies, np. truths 124/i. AS. 8o9. 
aotilS:, adj, subtle 79/3. M.8oubtilz, 

p. 126. 
sourdecT, r. |><u^ Zp. arose IOO/29. 
sparhauke, ». sparrow-hawk 14/i i. 

AS. 8pearway OHG. sparo, G. 

iSper-ling ; AS. Aea/oc, OHG. 

hapvh f G. Hahicht. M. ^ ^espervier 

sauvage, p. 22. 
spenyng, pres. j?. spinning 79/26. 

AS. spinnan, G. fjnnnen. 
apis, V. destroy 93/io. AS. spillan. 
spitously, adv. dispiteously, merci- 

lessly 43/19. 
sporte, n. 29/33. OF. v, despotier. 

M. es&a^, p. 45. 
statis, np. estates, lords I59/4. M. 

simply reads : le va appeller de- 

vant tou8, p. 227. Of. : 

Lytyl & mekyl, ]>e more & ];e les, 
AS ]>e sto^M of ]>e werld, is at 
luyn renoun. 

Castell of FerseToranoe, L 8616.. 

(Macro Plays, p. 185. E. E. T. S.) 
Btere, v. stir 4/i, 37/24. AS. 

styricm, M. hougeTf p. 59. 
stering, pres. p. staring I5/23. 

AS. starian. 
steritlx, V, pres, 3 p, stirs 58/15. 

AS. styrian. 
sterre, n. star IO4/28. AS. steorra, 

M. restoiUcy p. 61. 
sterte, v. j;a«^. 8 «. started 68/34. 
steuen, Me Sette steuen in Phrases, 
stole, n. stool 33/20. AlS. stdl, M. 

siege, p. 52. 
stones, Tip. testicles 7 1/33* AS. gMti. 

M. Us choses du moigne, p. 115. 
stont, adj, short, 4/28. Cf. 

^'Stente, portion, part, Pals- 
grave 1530," Halliwell. AS. 

sluni, dull, foolish; stynfan, to 

shorten, to blunt. "ilL.et si donne 

longue vie et courte is choses 

mondaines et terriennes, p. 5. 
straue, v. past. 8 s. strove 126/i. 

OF. estriver. 
straunged, pp. estranged 58/28. 

M. etftrangez, p. 91. 
strengest, adf. greatest 84/25. 

AS. Strang. 
strifEl n. strife 2O/24. M. estrif, p. 

82. 
stroied, V. paH. 8 s. destroyed 62/25. 

OF. destruire. 
styward; ti. steward 198/20. AS. 



stigweard. M. son maist red* ostein 

p. 275. 
suage, swage, v. assuage 14/i, 

87/30. OF. asuager. 
subgettes, np. subjects I85/34. 

M. subgiez, p. 265. 
suerd; n. sword IO5/30. AS. stoeord. 
suere, v. swear 2/31 . AS. stperiam. 
suflysaunoe, n. sufficiency 202/31. 

M. souffiisance, p. 287. 
saottfpp. swollen 150/1 5. AS.etoe^- 

lan,G. schwellen. M. er^^, p. 215. 
suore, suoren, pp. sworn 25/i, 

26/27. AS. swerian. 
-supposen, v. pres. 3 p. suppose 

175/19. OF. supposer. M. eui^ 

deroitf p. 251. 
surmounted, 9. past. 8 s. out-did, 

conquered II7/30. M. se»r- 
• monta, p. 177. 
Surre, Bury, n. Syria 26/6, 88/3. 

M. Surie, Surye, pp. 41, 182. 

Cf. <* Grete plente of peple out of 

perse & surye.^^ Godeffroy of 

Boloyne 88/5. E. E. T. S. 
Susanne, n. Susannah 129/2. M. 

8usanne<, p. 191. 
suster, n. sister 5/29. AS. sweoster, 

G. Sehwester. 
swalt, v. past. 8 s. swelled 87/25. 

AS. swellan, G. schtoeUen. M. 

devitU grosse et enfl^ eomme une 

pipe, p. 59. 
swalt, V. past. 8 s. fainted 47/27. 

AS. swettan. 
swalues, ftp. swallows 102/8. AS. 

swalewe, OHG. swdUmHi, G. 

SchvaaJbe. M. arronc?eZZ«s, p. 158, 
swerd, ». sword IOO/32. AS. 

sweord. M. espSe, p. 156. 
swette, pp. sweated 128/io. AS. 

siO(ktan. M. su4, p. 184. 
sweuene, n. dream, vision 48/24. 

AS. swefen. 
sweuens, np. dreams, 48/25. ^^ 

stoefen. 
swyne-herthe, n. swineherd 95/8. 

M. porohier, p. 148. 
swyped; pp. swept 169/2 5. AS. 

swdpan. M.leurschambresetleurs 

places estoient hien nettes, p. 242. 
symonie, n. simony 92/31. M. np. 

symoniaulx, p. 145. 
S3rmonie2,np. 92/32. (In the French 

text the corresponding word is- 

semonees, p. 145.) 
synnues, np. sinews II6/11. M- 

les ners, p. 175. 
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T. 

taohe, n. blemish 163/7. ^* to^^t 

p. 238. 
taolies, np, blemishee 24/31, 32/19, 

88/11. M. tacKeSy p. 138. 
tailez, np, taxes 89/32. M. taiUeSj 

p. 140. 
tailloiir, n. tailor 15/8. M. totZZan- 

dier, p. 23. 
taste, 9. touch I88/16. M. taster^ 

p. 268. 
tellen, v. pres, 8 p, tell, 176/4. 

AS. tellan. M. disent, p. 262. 
temperithe, v. j>re«. 3 8. tempers 

7/29. OF. temperer, L. <ci»- 

perare, M. tzdoulcist, p. 11. 
terre, n. tar 68/4. AS. teoru, 
terreyn, n, terrain, sphere 4/28. 

M. <idj, ohoses mondainea et ter-' 

riennes, p. 5. 
testi, (tdj. testy, petulant 126/8. 

OF. teatu from teate, tbe head. M. 

male teste. (See Note to 126/8.) 
the, pron. they 46/4. AS. hi. 
thedir, adv, thither 7/6, 12/a6, 

I6/18. AS./tefor. 
thedirward*, adv, thitherward, thi- 
ther 17/25. 
thies, np. thighs 48/19. AS. ^eoh, 

0H6. deoh. 
thifthe, n. thieving 60/6. AS. 

/iefde (pedfian, to steal), G. 

thilke, adj. these IO/31, 7O/15. 

AS./»7c. 
Thobye, n. Tobit IO2/3. 
threate, v, past. 3 b. thrust 67/30. 

Ice./r^«^a. 
thridde, adj. third 27/9. AS. 

/ruf<2a. 
thries, adv, thrice 86/21. . AS. 

priiioa. 
thrust, n. thirst 65/io. AS./tfrirf, 

G. I>uf «<, M. eoif^ p. 86. 
tieroe, n. the canonical hour, 9 a.m. 

200/13. M. A€ur6 de tieree, p. 

284. 
to, adv. too, 68/3. AS. td. 
tobete«to beat 27/8. 
tofore, prep, before 62/8. AS. 

tdforan. 
toke, V. took, /or gave III/30. M. 

bailla, p. 170. 
torto* n. tortoise I6/13. M. la 

tortue, p. 24. 
Towres, n. Tours 4I/33. M. Tours, 

p. 66. 



treoherye, n. treachery 17I/11. M. 
tricherie, p. 244. Cf.: 

Si avez fet grant tricheriet 
Que plus vilaine n'estuet quere. 

Vergi, 64/168. 

tremeled, v. poet. 3 s, trembled 

46/i 3, 68/6. M. irambloit, p. 110. 
trobeUthe, v. pres. 3 s. troubles 

68/22. M. Us font entroblier, p. 

91. 
Troians; n. Trojans 174/i. M. 

Troyens, p. 249. 
tromper, n. deceiver 83/i6. M. 

trompeur de dames, p. 62. 
trow, V. believe 32/i 8, 36/20. AS. 

triofoian. 
trow, V. pres. 1 «. believe 45/8. 
trowed, pp. believed 19/i. 
tuyes, adv. twice 86/2 1 . AS. ttoiwa. 
tweyn, adj. two I62/5. AS. twigen. 
tyre, n. dress or ornament for a 

woman's head 41/7. OF. atirer, 

to adorn. M. attours,jp, 64. 
tyre, n. attire 68/20. OF. atirer. 
tyre pynnes, np, 68/13. M. es- 

pingles, p. 99. 

ueleni, n. sin 86/10. M. villennie, 
p. 67. 

uelonis, adj. insolent 26/21. 

uiage, n. voyage 6I/2. OF. viage, 

oirginalite, n. virginality 149/1 5. 
OF. virginalite. M. IHeu . . . «e 
humilia encore plus eomme dee- 
eendre du del et daingnier pren- 
dre en son venire xii'gi'Ml hu- 

. manite, p. 214. 

undemam, v. past. 8 s. reproved, 
censured 87/34. ^^' v/nder + ni- 
man. M. reprist, p. 187. 

undemyme, v. reprove, censure, 
88/3. AS. under -{-niman. M. 
reprendre, p. 138. 

undo, pp. undone 78/i6. AS. 
un + ddn, OHG. tuon, G. thun. 

unleftilt, adj. unlawful 49/6, 71/5. 
AS. un + lagut L. lex, stem leg. 

uxmetli, unnethe, ckIv, hardly 9/3, 
67/20. AS. tmdade. 

uoyde, v. void, empty, 62/32. OF. 
voidier, 

uoys, n. voice II/3, 12/2, 48/i2. 
OF. vote. 

up-8o-doun, adj. up - side - down 
9/a6. M. reads that ehiez V autre 
... il y trouva Varroy et le gou' 
vemement nice et malostru, p. 14. 
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V. 

valour, tt. valae IS/aa. Id.valeur, 
p. 20. 

▼eleni, «. wrong 87/32. OF. tyi- 
lainie, M. villain fait, p. 137. 

▼elenye, adj. vilainoug 127/2. M. 
n. villeniey p. 188. 

▼enged, v. past, 8 <. avenged 12 1/3 1 . 
M. venpea, p. 182. 

▼eniaunoe, venieaunoe,. n. ven- 
geance 49/23, 103/3. M. ven- 
geance, venffences, pp. 76, 159. 

▼enym, ». venom 59/7. ^* ^^ 
venin, p. 92. 

▼ergoyne, ». shame 175/33. OF. 
vergoigne, M. en paours, p. 252. 

▼ergoynous, aci[;. ashamed I9O/4. 
M. n. vergoingne, p. 270. 

▼ezres, tip. glasses 27/22. M. 
voirres, p. 42. 

veaselt, ». weasel 15/i6. Probably 
a scribal error. AS. toesle, OHG. 
insala,G, Wietel, M.commeune 
heletfe, p. 24. 

virallds, np, virelays I/16. M. 
virelayz, p. 2. F. rtrer, to turn 
+ lai, song. An ancient French 
song or ditty, in short-lined coup- 
lets of seven or eight syllables 
with a refrain. 

ymbre, n. shade 114/io. M. umbre, 
p. 178. 

TnauisedfdK^'.anoonaidered I26/25. 
OF. avieer. 

vzicunnynge, adj. ignorant I59/34. 
AS. cunnan, to know. 

vnnethe, adv, scarcely I52/4. AS. 
uniatie, 

▼ouohedsauf, «. past 8 «. vouch- 
safed 135/33. ^F. vouchier, L. 
vocare, to call ; OF. sauf, L. salvus. 

▼oyde, V, avoid 176/ 14. OF. es- 
vuidier, 

Vrie, n, Uriah 99/1. M. Uries, 
p. 154. 

Vrila, n. Uriah's 57/35- 

▼sen, V. use; are accustomed 2/31. 
OF. user, 

▼yoled, V. past. 3 s. violated 75/20. 
L. trioforff. M. effbrqoUf emmet, 
p. 119. Of. Gaz. IDial. Afoureews 
de f emmet : JSauis^A^rg of wym^ 
men, p. 48. 

W. 

waloped; r. pa«f. 3 #. galloped 
199/23. V.galoper. Cf.AB,geh' 
ledpan, OHG. ifiUmfen, OFle- 



mish walop, gallop. Eneyd. 

waloppe : galoper, p. 213. .^^o, 

"Ther rode Agret stour,«7a/o|»ft^ 

ful stronge.'* Boraans of Parte- 

nay, 1. 4827, ed. Skeat^ 1866. M. 

chevaucha d nuitde, p. 213. 
wanne, v. past 3 p. won 8/5. AS. 

winnan, G. gewinnen. 
watches, np. watchers 178/13. AS. 

wadan. M. aguettewrs, p. 248. 
waze, V. past. 8 s. waxed, grew 

I8/15. AS. tceaxan, G. waohsen. 
wohe, n. a hutch or cupboard? 

Of. Cax. Dial. " £n vostre huche 

ou escrijn: In your tohutche or 

cheste,'' p. 8. 
weduea, np, widows 92/33. -^S. 

widavoe, O UG. wilutoa, G. TFt^ftoe, 

L. vidua, 
weduhode, wedwhode, n. widow- 
hood 163/1 2, 164/1 . M. vefvage, 

ve/cetS, pp. 238, 234. 
weldoinge,n.8/7. M.hiens/aiz,y,3. 
wele taohed ^ well dispodtioned 

I8/3 1 . M.d e doulces mani^re«,p.29. 
wel named-: of good repute I2/14. 

AS. we^, nemnan. M. ranomm^ 

cCestre preude femme, p. 19. 
wende, V. jMi«f. 3 s. and Ip. thought 

13/11, 21/11, 88/15, &c. AS. 

winan. 
wene, v. pres. 1 s. believe 88/34. 

AS. toeaan, M. pense, p. 60. 
wenen, v, pres. 3 p. ween, think 

57/25. AS. winan. 
went, r. past. 3 8. thought 151/26. 

AS. winan, M. cuida, p. 217. 
wenyng, n. weening, thinking I3/4. 

AS. winan, to tlunk. 
were, v, wear 8I/15. AS. werian, 
wared, v. |7a«f. 8 p. wore 68/3. 

AS. werian. 
wemed, j>p. warned 8I/19, 35/io. 

AS. wearnian, OHG. wemen, G. 

werre, n. war 14/22, 86/20. AS. 

wtfrre, OHG. totfrra, quarrel, G. 

verwirren, to disorder, OF. werre, 

F. ffuerre, 
wete, «. know 24/34, 26/32? 66/16. 

AS. witan. 
weting, n. knowing, knowledge 

22/30,26/27. AS. witan. M. 2e 

«C0tt, p. 36. 
wetithe, r. imperative, know (ye) 

31/6. AS. witan. 
wexinge, n. growth 49/3. '^• 

weaxan. M. croissement, p. 75. 
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whedir, con;, whether I8/28. AS. 

.wherthoratfll, oJv. wheretlirough, 
through which 45/a8. AS. hiodtr, 
/urh, 

wipse, ». wisp 2I/35. Cf. G. TFwc*, 
StrohwUeh, M. un petit houehon, 

21/35. 
withsaye, v. jire^. 1 s, forbid 185 /i I. 

A^.w{98CBgffan. Cf. *'hiB bydayng 

to loith-seye," Secrees of old Philo- 
> soffreB, 1. 1109. E. E. T. S. 
wode, adj, mad, demented 6/21, 

27/24,41/4. AS.fodd. "M-jeen- 

raigay, demoniaeles, pp. 8, 64. 
wol, V. pres. 3 p. will 84/34. AS. 

toillan, 
wolues, np. wolves 53/21. AS. 

wulft G. TFbJ/'. M. huefe ne hestes 

sauvaigeSf p. 83. 
woned, v. past. 3 p. dwelt, lived 

20/27. AS. tounian, G. woAnen. 

M. demeurdunty p. 32. 
wormes, wjp. 105/6. AS. toyrm, 

M. oiroTM, i.e. flesh- worms, p. 161. 
wost, t;. past, 3 «. knew 6/13, 

46/28. A&.witan, M. ^eetc^, p. 8. 
wote, v. pres, 3 #. knows 6/14. 

AS. witan, M. «cef , p. 6. 
wote, V, pres, 2 p. know I9/26. 

AS. foitan, M. ^ao^s, p. 81. 
woze, jpp. grown 114/ii. AS. 

wratthed; v, past, 3 «. became 
wrathful 2O/28. AS. wrdd, wroth. 
M. se va eourrouscier, p. 32. 

wratthinge, n, angering 24/34. 

wreton, pp. written 99/ii. AS. 
writan, 

wrifhed, v. pasi, 3«. twisted 2I/35. 
AS. loridcM, 

wrother, adv, angrier 22/3. 

wnlle, n. wool 191/2 1. AS. wuU, 
OHG. laoUa, G. TTo/^e, M. laine, 
p. 272. 

wynning, n. gain 2O/15. AS. win- 
nan, M. gaain, p. 32. 

wysshe, v, past, 3 8. washed 131/2 7. 
AS. loasean, M. ^i?a, p. 194. 

wyst, V, knew, 19/2. AS. toiYan. 



yalde, v. past, 3 8. yielded IO2/15. 

AS. giAdan. 
yate, n. gate 87/i8. AS. geat, 
yborn,j)p. bom IO6/21. AS.&erait, 

OHG. Wan, G. g^dren, 
ybrent, pp, burnt IO3/14. AS. 

hdirnan, 
ydo, ^2?. done IO9/15. AS. d&n, 
Y doute men I fear 145/3 2. ^• 

me double, p. 211. 
ye, yee, w. eye 17/23, I8/14, 57/22. 

AS. iage. 
yede, v, past, 1 s, and 3 s, went 

3/22, 6/18 &c. AS. and OHG. 

gdn, G. gehen, E. ^o. 
yeerde, yerde, n. wand, rod, 98/2, 

111/30. AS. gierd, OHG. gfor^ia, 

G. Gerte, M. Za wrgfe, pp. 163, 

170. 
yef, eonj. if 2/i8, IO/4 &c. AS. gif, 
yefte, n. gift 5/i i. AS. giefu, 
yefbes, np. gifts 79/15. AS. 

giefu, 
yelde, v. past. 3 «. yielded, rendered 

93/11. A8,gieldan, M, rendit, 

p. 145. 
yeue, v, give 2/28. AS. giefan. 
yeuen, pp. given 59/7. -^S. 

<jfte/an. 
ynamed, jTp. named 120/3. -^S* 

nemnan. 
ynow, adt7. enough 79/25. AS. 

gendh, G. genug, 
yode, V. pasV. 3 8. went 9/i, 22/i8. 

46/23. 
yolde, pp. yielded II3/20. AS. 

gieldan, 
yongthe, n. youth I69/9. AS. 

giogup, youth, ^^o«gr, young. M. 

juennesce, p. 241. 
youen,p27. given 109/2 3. 
ypriaoned, pp, imprisoned 113/a6. 

OF. enprisoner, 
yrous, adj. hasty, hot-tempered 

74/30. OF. ire, anger. M. per* 

verSf p. 118. 
ysowen, pp. sown I44/29. AS. 

sdwan, OHG. sn^an, G. tAen. 



PHRASES AND PROVERBS. 

Thetie Phrases may serve to show where the English has borrowed the 
French idiom, as Nos. 84, 135, &o., and may be 'taken as aphorisnis 
expressive of medieval conceptions on various subjects. Eating and &stixig 
are treated of in Nos. 67, 75, 101, &c. ; the nature of woman and the worth 
of good women in 116, 122, &a; education in 80; and the upbringing of 
children in 126, 131. Those who wish to find more examples should consult 
the epitomized chapters at the beginning, and the Index at the end, of 
this volume. (J. M.) 

1. A good pece of wyne : a good vineyard. 88/i8. M. une pUee de 
vingne moult bonne, p. 138. 

2. A gret ladi dede of her hode and bowed her ayenst a taillour : a great 
lady took off her hood and bowed to a tailor. 15/6. M. si osta une grant 
dcMne son ehapperon et se humUia eneontre un taillandier, p. 23. 

8. Alt comithe but of vsance and custume. 116/32. M. tout chtetpar 
coustume etpar usaige, p. 176. (See Phrase 129.) 

4. Almost oute of her self for anger. 20/ii. M. toute forcenn4e, p. 31. 
Cf. mad & beside herself: foreenee, Eneyd., p. 201. Oute of theyr 
wyttes : eietees de leur sens, p. 190. Besyde hymself : hors du sens, p. 196. 

5. And therfor, in olde Englisshe, it is saide that *' so ofte goth the potte 
to water, that atte the laste it comethe broken home '*. 90/i8. M. JEtpour 
ce dit le saige que d^ vij, ans vient eaue d fin, c'est-drdire que tant va le 
pot d Veaue que le evil en demeure, p. 141. (See Phrase 112.) 

6. And therfor y rede you be ourteys and humble to gret and smale, and 
to do curtesie and reuerence, and to speke hem faire, and to be meke in 
ansuere to the pore, and thei wol praise you, and here forthe of you good 
worde and good fame more than wolt the grete that ye make curtesie to. 
14/26. M. se vous monstris vostre courtoisie aux petite et aux petites, e'est 
de leur /aire honneur et parler hel et doulcement avec eux et leurs estre de 
humbles responses ; ceulx vous porteront plus grant louange et plus grant 
renomm^e et plus grant hien que les grams, p. 28. 

7. An bundred tyrae were it beter to bete the childe thanne for to curse 
hym at any time. IO8/16. M. il vauldroit tnieulx cent foiz bat re see 
enffans que les mauldire une seulefoiz, p. 166. 

8. As good is he that herithe and understondithe not, as he that huntithe 
and takithe not. 7/20. M. autant vault celui qui oit et rieus n^entent 
eomme eelluy qui chasce et riens ne prent, p. 10. (See Phrase 11.) 

9. As hym lust : as he listeth, as he will. 4/28. M. eomme U Imfplaist, 
p. 5. 

10. As it were to putte fere in flexe. 25/5. ^* ^^^« cdumera lefeu, p. 89. 
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11. Asmoohe is he worthe that huBtithe and takithe not as he that 
herithe and ynderatondith not. 17/31. M. autant vault eeUui qui oit et 
riena n^entant cwame oelluti qui chctsse et Hens ne prent, p. 28. (See Phrase 8 .) 

12. As sal the Salamon, that there may be no good woman nor trewe of 
her body and she be drunken : as Solomon says, no woman can be good 
and chaste if she be drunken. II6/13. M. Dont Salemon diet que de xx, 
femmes une qui seroit yvrongne ne pourroit mie esire preude femme au long 

•L aler, p. 175. 

£- 13. As the nightyngales, as longe as they be amerouses, they synge 

1: plesaunily day and night; and wfaanne they haue reioysed thaire amerouH 

• desyre and plesaunoes, thei make abace melodye, for thei synge no more. 

it 156/a8. M. Quant le rossignol a jouy de ses amours , il sMe, p. 224. 

(See Note to p. 156, 1. 28.) 

14. A woman may not wel shewe gretter loue ynto her husbonde, thanne 

forto loue his children of another wyff. 122/6. M. plus grant semtlant 
i d? amour ne puet-elle monstrer d son seigneur que amer sea enffans d^autre 

femme, p. 182. 
I 15. A woman that takithe yeftes of ani man, sekith her selff. 79/14. 

( Incorrectly translated, the French reading, /mtifM qui prent se vent, p. 126. 

16. A woman whiche is amorous shalle neuer sette her herte to God*. 
, 174/17. M. femme bien am&urewe n^aura ja parfaitement le cuer en 

Dieuy p. 250. 

17. Beter is the frende that prikithe,than the flatour that oynteth. I23/29. 
M. Phis vault amy qui point quejlattewr qui oint, p. 184. 

18. Better men of theyr persones. 179/30. M. meilleurs de leurs per- 
sonnes, p. 266. 

19. Bi fiure or be force : by fair means or foul. 6/34. M.par beau oupar 
laist, p. 9. 

20. But now atte this day, and that is pitee, there be mani that here 
gret blame, and neuer the latter yet haue they gret worshipe. I6I/12. 
M. Mais, Dieu merey, aujourduy Von porie auesi hien honneur aux 
blasm^es comme aux honnest p. 230. 

21. But that worde that she saide, perauenture, made the deue^ to take 
fote to tempte her, and enharded hym to speke to her : but that word ** per- 
adventure '' gave the devil ground to tempt her and encouraged him to speak. 
56/34. ^* ^ simple response de par aveniure, que Ptnnemi trouva en eUe, 
lui donna pii de parler plus largement et de plus la tempter, p. 88. 

22. But true mariage is ordeined be God in the plesaunce betwene man 
and woman, is withoute dedly synne. 164/a8. M. en Veuvre de mariage 
qui est euvre commands de Dieu, n^a point de pechU mortel, p, 235. 

23. Gautethe feuers and gret sickenesae : caught fever and great sick- 
ness. 6/8. M. lafiivre le prist etfai malcuies, p. 8. 

24. Gome againe into her witte : came again to their right senses. 4I/28. 
M. Hz revindrent en leurs sens, p. 64. 

25. Goniured the sowle in the name of God to he)}, and shew what stinke 
and what turment that was and brenninge. 12/27. M. si la eonjura de 
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par Dieu et en Jit requeste d Dieu quHl lui pleust leur demonstrer pourquoy 
eelU pfteur et ce turtnent estoit, p. 19. 

26. Crie hem mercy : cry them mercy. 44/20. M. leur eriaat mercy, 
p. 69. 

27« Deihe lyeth under the delites, as the fyashe that takithe his bayte 
upon an hoke. 59/4- M. la mart gUt dessoubz lea deliees, aussi eomme le 
poisson qui prent Paim par la viande qui y est ataelUe, et c^eH la mort, 
p. 92. - 

28. DredfuH day: i.e. the last day. 59/i. M. grant jour eapoventawi^ 
p. 92. 

29. Euer beting her eyelyddes togedre : ever beating her eyelids together. 
16/32. M. avoit le restart Hen vertiUeux, p. 26. 

80. Eueri woman it is the beter that canne rede and haue knowinge-of 
the lawe of God. II8/34. M. quant d lire, toutefemme en vault mieuXx de 
le sfavoir, et cognoist mieulx lafoy, p. 178. 

81. Euery woman, mayde, or wydowe, may wel bete her self with her 
owne staf. I76/39. M. toutefemme d marier, eoit puoelle ou -cefce, se puet 
hien hatre de son baton meamee, p. 258. (See Phrases 68, 92.) 

82. Ezcesse and gromandise in etyng and drinkinge werithe ayenst the 
body and the soule. II5/12. M. le trop gourmander et le trop mengier, 
fors 6s heurea deues, et aussi le trop hoire guerroye le corps et Vdme, 
p. 174. 

88. Fall what wolifaii: come whatoome may. 87/21. M. layssiez advenir 
ce que advenir pourra, p. 59. 

84. Ferme behauing. I5/30. M. de hel maintienf etfermes, p. 25. 

85. Foles that are brayne sik : brain-sick fools (i.e. crazed folk)« 20/25.. 
M. gensfolz qui ayent male teste, p. 82. 

86. For euery day lyke to other is thinge comune, it is selden praised. 
142/5. ^* ^^ chose commune n^ est point priaie, p. 206. 

87. For there be such men that lyethe and makithe good visage and 
countenaunce to women afore hem, that scomithe and mockithe hem in her 
absence. 8/18. M. Car le monde eat moult dangereux et moult envyeulx et 
merveUleux; car tel voua rit et vous fait hel devant qui par derrUre s'en va 
hourdant, p. 4. (The first clause of the original does not appear in cor 
translation.) (See Phrase 123.) 

88. For there is no beauute nor nobelnesse that is pere to good maneres. 
17/10. M. car nuUe heaute ne nohleace ne sl'apareille, ne passe bonnes 
meurs, p. 27. (See Phrase 78.) 

89. Forto holde lowe youre fleshe. IO/3. M. pour mieux donter votre 
chair, p. 14. 

40. Fro point to point. 48/28. M. de point en point, p. 68. 

41. God is this day as mighti and as debonayre as he was euer here 
before vnto hem that deserue it. I25/13. M. Dieux eat aujourd^uy ausay 
puissant et ausay dehonnaire comme il estoit lora d ceulx qui le serviront, 
p. 186. 

42. Her housholde yede to not : their household came to nought. 85/25. 
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M. e< en perdirent ausai eomme tout leur hien et lew bon meanage, p. 56. 
(See Phraae 15L) 

48. He sent her .ij. children, whiche -were yborn atte one tyme. IO6/20. 
M. Dieu . , , It donna ij, enffhtu en une ventrie, p. 163. 

44. He shalle take her in hate. 182/6. M. U la prendra en hayne, p. 259. 

45. He stode «pon the point to be disworshipped. I2O/34. M. H east 
etid dehonUy p. 181. 

.46. He that humbelith hym most, is more highed with Grod. 2O/19. 
M. qui plus 86 umilie plus s^eesaulee, p. 82. (See Phrase 139.) 

4?. High herted. I9/31. M. de kattltain eouraige, p. 81. 

48. Hit is not of newe, how that a woman can not kepe secretely that 
whiche men sayen to her in connceylle. 204/2. M. ce nUst pas nouvelle 
$^se quefemme saiehe bien toutjours eeller les chotes que Pen lui ditt p. 288. 

491 I bethought me. 2/i2. M.Umeva lore souvenir, p. 2. 

50. I memeyll me not. 172/io. M. je ne me merveille pas, p. 247. 

61. In lyke wyse as the shafte is departed* fro the bowe, must take her 
flyght and* conrs, and* nener cometh ageyne to the bowe tyll it hane smyte 
somme thynge, Soo is the word* whiche yssued* out of the mouth, it may 
neuer be put in-to the mouthe ageyne, but that it shal be herd, be it good* 
or euylle. 204/22. M. aussy eomme la sayettepart de Vare eordi, et, quand 
elle est partie, il eonvient qu^elle preingne son bruit, ne Jamais ne reviendra 
d la corde jusques d tant qu^elle aU feru quelle chose que ce soil, tout 
aussi est-il de la parole qui ist de la bouche, ear puis qu^elle est yssue 
elle n*y puet rewtrer qu^elle ne soyt ouye et entendue, soit hien, soit mal, 
p. 289. 

52. In somer it were beter awey, for flies hidethe hem therinne ; and therfor 
y praise not the arraye nor that nouelte in a pore man : in summer it were 
better dispensed with, for flies hide in it ; and therefore I cannot praise 
such a dress or novelty with a poor man. 8I/30. M. en esU les puces s'y 
mucent, et pour ceje ne prise riens la nouveaulU ne telle eoiniisCf p. 49. 

58. In the other world*. 170/22. M. en V autre siicU, p. 248. 

54. In the phiine strete. 126/i. M. en plainne rue, p. 187. 

55. In the tyme of his werre. 14/22. M. au temps qu^il se povoit armer, 
p. 22. 

56. It boted not. 66/5. 

57. It is a blessed thinge to faste, for the more harme it dothe the faster, 
the more is the merit, and of gretter valour. I8/20. M. Sy est uns moulte 
sainte chose ; et, de tant comme le Jeunerfait plus de mal a la teste et au 
corps, de tant est lajeune de plus grant merite et deplus grant valeur, p. 20. 

58. It is a gret peril} after ye loke, for whanne that two vices be sette 
one euel) delite, gladly they bringe her maister into temptacton. 58/ii. 
M. Car moult est perilleux le touchier apris le regard, quand les deux 
vices se consentent de mauvaise volenti, p. 90. 

59. It is no nede that al- that men sayn be trouthe. 199/5. M. il n^est pas 
mestier que tout ce que Ven dit soit vray, p. 288. 

60. Kepe dene. II/13. M. ^entr nettement, p. 17. 

17 
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61. Kiste away his herte : cast away his heart 9/io. M. mist. son e^er 
ailleurSf p. IS. 

62. Longh hem to scome : laughed thexxuto Bcorn. 40/26. M. «e rio^feiU 
et jengloyent cPeulx, p. 63. 

63. Made hem gret chere. I6/13. M. les honnour^rent et festoyerenl, 
p. 25. (See Phrases 111, 185.) 

64. Made her queint, and arraied her selff in clothes of golde. 88/33. 
se eointit de draps d^or, p. 139. 

65. Made slee her husbonde : had her husband slain. 57/36. M. eomme 
ds fairs tuer son ehsvalier, p. 90. 

66. Maister pillour of the halle: master pillar, &c. 93/i7. M. maistre 
pUlier de la sale, p. 146. 

67. Man! woman &rithe as the femaD of the wolff, that chesithe to her 
make the foulest wolff of alt that ben in the wode. 82/9. M. aucwMs 
-^emmes ressewhUnt h la louve, qui esUt son amy le plusfailly et Is plus laii, 
p. 130, 

68. Many men for anger betithe hym selff with his owne staffe, and 
sekithe hym sorw from day to day : many a man, through anger, beats 
himself with his own staff, and finds sorrow from day to day. 54/ 11. 
M. €iuewnes gens par leur grant yre et eonvoitise ss hastent de lews hastens 
mesmes ft se pourehassent de jour en jour peine et ennuy, p. 84. (See 
Phrases 31, 92.) 

69. Men that canne skili of the worlde : men who know the world ; men 
of the world. 34/14. M. gens qui seevent du sikle, p. 58. 

70. Moche maugre haue she of us that wilt not tell of good felawahip : 
much ill-will shall she have, &c. 88/4. M. Ronnie soit die qui ne dira 
verity par bonne eompaignie, p. 52. 

71. No woman ynwedded* shalle not sette her loue vpon no man of lower 
or lasse degree than she is of. 178/7. M. Je ne vueil point qu^eUes ayemt 
nulle plaisance a nulx mendres d'elles, e*est assavoir que towte femme a 
marier n'ayme nul qui soit mendre que elle, p. 254. 

72. Now atte this day the oharitee and holy seruice of women is right 
thinne ysowen. I44/39. M. aujotwdui la ckarit6 et le saint service des 
femmes, est hien eler semi en eest monde^ p. 209. 

73. No worldely plesaunce and worshipe may not apparage to goodnesse, 
. and in especiall to humilite : no worldly delight or honour can vie with 

goodness and especially with humility. I9/33. ^- ^ n*estoU nul honneur 
ne nul bien terrien qui t^acomparaige a honti et a bonnes meurs, et par 
especial ci VumiliU et d hunAlesee, p. 81. (See Phrase 38.) 

74.^ Of honest and* good lyf cometh euer a good* ende. I94/37. M. de 
honne vie bonne fint p. 277. 

75. Onis vpon the day to ete and drinke, it is angelik ; and .ij. tymes it 

is the lyff of man and woman ; and for to ete ofte tymes after the fleosheiy 

appetite, it is the holy (i.e. wholly) lyff of a beste. II6/19. M. Car tistf 

foiz mengier es^ vie d'ange, et- ij, /oiz est droite vie d^omme et de feme, et 

plusieursfois mengier est vie de beste, p. 176. 
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^6. Oure ooaenable after the tyme of the yeere : hour proper to the time 
of the year. 9/33. M. heure eonvendbUt telon le temps, p. 11. 

77. Oute of a gentil) herte shulde neuer come velenye word* ne dede, for 
by chidynge is knowe the gentU from the vilanie, that spekithe it with hiB 
mouthe. 127/i. M. Car au teneier Pen oongnoist lea geniilz de avecquee 
letvillaitUt ear eeUiti est ffUlain qui de aa bouoie dist villenie, p. 188. 

78. Oute of lone ipryngen and'oomen to many thoughtes, and'Melanoolye. 
I8O/18. M. en amours a trap de mereneolieSf p. 257. 

79. Parties orientys. 122/26. M. de vers Orient en Jherusalem, p. 183. 

80. Praied hem of lone: beeonght them for love. 2/i6. M. prioient 
d?amours, p. 2.. 

81. Praied #t lone. 88/7. M. pri^ d^amours, p. 52. 

82. Praising and thanking is seruice of aungeles. 5/11. M. rendre £f races 
et kmenges est service et le mestier des anges, p. 6. 

88. Puissant woman. II/13. M. une hourgcyse moult puissant^ p. 18. 

84. Putter estate and* worship in this balaunce. I8O/1 3. M,jepenseque 
dame ne damoyselle mariSe ne autre femme d^estat ne mettra ja son hanneur 
ne son estat en iel party ne en telle balance, p. 257. 

85. Beson that shulde goueme a!). 58/i6. M. raison . . . qui doit le 
eueur et lafeneslre gouverner, p. 91. 

86. Sele sus table ; seyle bus table, 27/i8, 19, 27, 28. In M. the expres- 
sions are Saul sur table, p. 42, for our ''sele sus table", and Sel sur taUe, 
p. 43, for our " seyle sus table ". 

87. Sette a colt in aumbling ringes, he wiH use it whiles thei aren on. 
9/17. M. 

Mettez poulain en ambUure, 

II la tendra tant eomme il dure, p. 13. 

88. Sette steuen. 6/3, ** to fix time for the performance of anything. To 
set steuen was a very common phrase.*' (T. W.) M. mistrent aux deux 
checaUiers certaines keures, p. 7. In Chaucer's Knight's Tale, 1. 666, 
we read 

" For al-day meteth men at unset stevene.'* 

89. She beleuid for to haue pareitt to God. 6I/26. The French is 
different. M. die vouldt estre pareUle a Dieu, p. 96. 

90. She denied not to come: she deigned not to come, i.e. would not 
come. 85/22. M. et oncques n*y daigna venir, p. 135. 

91. She had be beter that she hadde none hondes : it had been better for 
her had she had no hands. 58/9. M. il vaulsist mieux que elU n^eust eu 
nuUes mains, p. 90. 

92. She had bete her selff with her owne staffe. 2I/15. M. elle t^egtoit 
batuepar eonbaston mesmes, p. 83. (See Phrases 31, 68.) 

93.- She wolde she had be still : she wished she had kept silent. 82/24. 
M. La dame . . ama mieux ne avoir Jh parU, p. 51. 

94. Smalle thoughtes. I82/31. M. menus pensiers, p. 260. 

95. So it befel) that he had waged bataile ayenst another knight: it 

17—2 
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befell that he had engaged to fight with another knight. I2O/29. M. '5y 
advint que U east a /aire ung gaige de hataille encontre un autre, p. 181. 

96. Son loue hane she. 88/9. M. ffonnie toit die, p. 52. 

97. So that the childe of one fader uid of one moder be not of one con- 
dicion, but they loue and desire eche contrarie unto other.. 106 /51. M. El 
ainsi ne sont pas let enffhns (Pun pere et tfune nUre d?une manUre; ear les 
una aiment un mestier et une mcmiire de oeuvre et lea autres una autre, p. 164. 

98. So youre countenaunce shal be most ferme and sure ; for thai that 
lokithe bak, and ar ofte stering with the hede, ar ofte scorned & mocked. 
15/21. M. si en tendi*a Ven vostre estat plus sew et plus ferme, car Von se 
bourde de ceiles qui se ligierement hrandeUent et virent le viaaige gdk et la, p. 24. 

99. Squier come from a uiage that he hadde ben atte : squire came from 
a voyage on which he had been. 51/2. The French is different. M. Vescuier, 
qui Vamoit par amours, vint d^un voyaige et d'une armie oit U avoii 
esie, p. 78. 

100. Strengest hore : greatest whore. 84/25. M. lapluspute, p. 54. 

101. Synne is not all in moche etinge, but in the delite of sauour of the 
mete. 59/2. M. pechU n'est pas du tout d trop mengier, mats au delit de 
la saveur de la viande, p. 92. 

102. Tendir witte. 2/8. M. de sens desgamies, p. 2. 

108. That good lady made his pays (i.e. peace) ynto the kinge. 121/33* 
M. celle honne dame luifist s paix, p. 182. 

104. That is to wete. I7O/29. M. c'est-a-dire, p. 248. (See Phrase 105.) 

105. That is to wete. I79/29. M. c'est assavoir, p. 256. (See Phrase 104.) 

106. That y was nigh wode for fere: so that I was nearly mad for 
fear. 6/ao. M. que a pou queje n^enraigay, p. 8. 

107> The deueH arraye her onis, and be her merour, for because she 
inakithe us euery day in use and to abide after her. 45/9. The French text 
is greatly different : Mai mirer lui envoit Dieux, qui tant defois nous fait 
icy muser et attendre, p. 70. 

108. Thei raught neuer : they never cared. 2/20. M. ne faisoyent-Hz 
eompte, p. 8. 

109. Thei saide they wolde drawe cutte (i.e. draw cuts or lots). 84/6 
M. Nous en jouerons au court festu (i.e. Nous tirerons au court fitu, ou 
hien, Nous tirerons a la cowrie paille). The French refers to the old 
practice of drawing lots by means of short straws (fitus) of unequal length 
held between the index finger and the thumb. The tips of the straws were 
presented to the persons concerned, who each drew one, and thus decided 
the winner. The practice is seldom seen nowadays. Peasants will some- 
times arrange by this means which one among them shall pay for their 
litre of wine. 

110. Thei . . . were chastised that thei dede naught as they were wont. 
And he and his wyff thanked God of her auicion that he sent hem, that thei 
might amende hem. 44/25. The French text is somewhat different : dis la 
en avant il (i. e. le chevalier) se chastia, et merdh'ent, lui et safemme, nostre 
Seigneur, de leur avoir demonstre celle demonstrance, p. 69. 
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'111. The lady . . . maade to hym better chere. I68/13. M. la dame lui 
fist honne ehiire, p. 240. (See Phrases 68, 135.) 

112. " The potte may goo bo longe to water, that atte the lasfce it is 
broken.*' 82/i8. M. iant va la crueke a Peaue que le eul y demeure, p. 130. 
(See Phrase 5.) It is in Handlyng Synne, the Ayenbite of Inwyt, &c 

118. The praisinge of hem that lone worshippe and trouthe shulde euer- 
more be had in rememberannce as they haue desemed, 156/6. M. e< ne 
doit Pen point taire le bien de eeulx qui Pont desservy, p. 222. 

114. There is no man wotithe the fortunes nor auentures cominge, or 
what shali befafi. IO4/9. M. ntd ne seet qui a Vueil pent, ne nul ne te doit 
etmerveUUer ne esmaier dee fortunes ne des tribulacions a soy ne a sea 
voysinsy p. 160. 

115. There is none euefi dede but that it is ponisshed other ferre or nigh : 
there is no evil deed not punifehed sooner or later. 90/a. M. il n^est mat 
que une foyz ne soit pugniy oa au loing ou au pr^, p. 141. (See Phrases 
117, 118.) 

116. There is no thing beter thanne a good woman. I68/16. M. IfuUe 
chose n*eH si noble que de honne fetame^ p. 234. 

117. There nys no good dede but it be quitte : no good deed is unrequited. 
13/20. M. il iCest nut hien qui ne soit mery, p. 20. (See Phrases 115, 1 1 8.) 

118. Ther shafi no good dede nor good lyff [go] vnrewarded, nor no 
wickednesse ynponisshed. 165/i6. M. il n^est nul hien quHl ne soit mery ne 
nul mat qui ne soit pugni, p. 236. (See Phrases 115, 117.) 

119. The soule whan he oomithe from bapteme : the soul when it comes 
from baptism. II/30. M. Pame quant eUe vient desfons de haptesme, p. 17. 

120. The synne of the &der and* moder is noyous to the children, as ye 
haue herd* tofore. IOI/27. M. ear le pechU du pdre et de la mire nuist aux 
enffans, si comme vous avez ouy que le saint homme le dist a la royn/e de son 
seiyneur, p. 158. 

121. The wise man saithe that no thinge shulde be touched that may 
hurte the soule. 58/13. M. pour ce dist le saige en la sapience que Pen se 
doit yarder de touchier a delit dont le cuer soit hlescie ne Pdme, p. 91. 

122. The woman, of nature shulde be pitous moche more thanne the man, 
for the man is of more of harde corage than the woman. I36/14. M.femme 
de sa nature doit estre plus doulee et plus piteuse que Pomme. Car Pomme 
doit esire plus dur et de plus hault eouraige, p. 200. 

123. The world* is hard* to knowe, and moche merueyllous. I7I/16. 
M. pour ee est le sUele moult fort a congnoistre et moult merveiUeux, p. 244. 
(See Phrase 87.) 

124. They be lykly to here children. 16/a. M. eUes sont tatlli^ de porter 
liyniie, p. 25. 

125. The yonge tendir flesshe, whanne it is ohaufed, it is esy to be 
tempted. 79/3. M. la char qui estjeunne et gaye est aisi4e a tempter, p. 126. 

126. This is a good ensaumple to putte yonge children vnto the scole, 
and to make hem bokys of wisdom and of science, and bokes of vertu and 
profitable ensaumples, whereby they may see the sauement of the soule and 
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of the body by the ensaumpleB of good leuinge of the holy faderes before us, 
and not forto studie in the bokis that speke of loue fables, and of other 
wordely vanitees. II8/18. St pour oest exempU et let autres ett bonne chose 
de mettre set er^ana juennes a Vescolle et Uifaire apprendre k livres de 
sapience, c'eet^a-dire he livres dee saigee et dee hone eneeignemenif oii Pan vaU 
lee hiena et le eauvement du corps et de Vame, et en la vie dee peres et dee 
eainSf non pete lea faire apprendre is livrea de lecheriea et des fables du 
monde, p. 178. 

127. Tolde her ooimsaile eche to other : told their counsel each to the 
other. 6/3. M. se descouvrirent Vune a Pautre, p. 7< 

128. True loveris hert. 2/3. M. le vray ciur de loyal amour, p. 2. 

129. Usage makithe custume. 9/i6. M. tout ne chiet que par aceoutu- 
manoe et & Vusaigier, p. 18. (See Phrase 8.) 

180. Yeyne glorie of the worlde. 58/i6. M. la vainne gloire du monde, 

p. 82. 

181. Vnto our children we must hyde nothynge. 172/14. M. a nos 
enffana noua ne devona rims celer, p. 247. 

132. WeH born. I6/7. M. mouU hien nSes, p. 25. 
188. Wene ye to doo me to byleue . . . ? I82/34. M. me ouidiesr^fous 
faire acroire, p. 260. 

184. Wered the hayre : wore hair-doth. 48/25. M. vestoU la haire, p. 75. 

185. " What chere ''. 8O/31. M. et lui demanda quelle ehihre U faisoit, 
p. 128. (See Phrases 68, 111.) 

136. Who dothe good to the pore in myn name, he dothe it to myxl selff. 
29/i 3. M. qui fait hien a aon povre il lefaist a luy meismes (i. e. a Dieu), p. 45. 

187. Who so louithe the body, shulde loue the soule. I23/34. ^* 9*'^* 
ayme le eorpa il doit amer Vame, p. 184. 

188. Who so usithe to speke moche, he saithe not euer trouthe : he who 
speaks too much cannot always wisely speak. 17/26. M. qui parte trop ne 
puet Umajoura dire que aaige, p. 27. 

189. Who that makithe hym selff lyteli by waye of humilite, he shal be 
moch, and enhaunced by grace of God vnto worshipe. 149/30. M. Qui plus 
ae hwniliera et ae tendra moindre, aera plua hault euaueii et unefoit 
honnouri, p. 214. (See Phrase 46.) 

140. Wise of natureii witte. 17/6. M. aagea horns et de hon sens naturei, 
p. 27. 

141. Withholde the good : keep to the good. 4/io. M. retenir le hien, p. 5. 

142. Wode folke oute of her mynde: demented folk (out of their mind). 
41/4. M. gens demoniaeles, p. 64. 

148. Wonder deuout : wonderfully deyout. 8/16. M. A merveUles devote, 
p. 12. 

144. Worldely foule. plesaunce, the whiche ys but shadow. 40/io. M. la 
folle plaisanee du monde, qui n^eat que umbre, p. 62. 

145. Worshipe of the worldely bodL 4/6. M. Ponnour du corps tST' 
risn, p. 4. 

146. Y delited me so moohe in her. l/i 5. M. en ells tout me delitotiye, p. 2. 
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147. Ye are moche beholde to serue God, sethe he wol youre saluacion. 
11/34. ^* ^^*'^ ^'^ VMuU tentte d Dieu servir, car il vuelt voire Bolvaoion, 
p. 17. '■ 

148. Ye are moche holde to youre God that hathe made you so faire and 
10 goodly a knight : you owe much to your God, &o, 32/ia. M. voua decez 
grant guerredim h IHea, oar vous eetes tenu pour hon ehetfalier et aasez 
heau, p. 50. 

149. Ye aught to loue hem that will tell you youre good, and wifi tefi 
you the trouth. 96/3. M. vou8 devez amer ceulx qui vous diron* voitre hien 
et ne voue eeUront point verUipour nalle doubter p. 150. 

150. Ye be in the wronge to haue suche langage on me : you are wrong 
so to fpeak of me. 84/4. M. avez fort de moy tenir pour jengUur, p. 53. 

151. Yede to not: came to nought. 9/ii. M. alia aperdicion du tout, 
p. 18. (See Phrase 42.) 

152. Yef ye fast not brede and water, etithe no thing that receiued dethe : 
if you do not eat only bread and water in fasting, eat, at least, nothing 
killed. 10/6. M. se voue ne lejeunez en pain et en yaue, aumoins n^y mengier 
point de chose qui preingne mort, p. 15. 

158. Ye haue wronge. 88/33. M. vous avez grand tort, p. 58. 

154. Y must to the ertbe thennes that y come fro : I must to the earth 
whence I came. 86/3. M. il me oonvient que Je aille a la terre dont je 
vinSf p. 56. 

155. Y reioysed* me. I/3. M. me resjouy, p. 1. 

156. Y wis leue you the felde, and go my way. 21/38. M. je voue lairay 
le champ, et m^en yray, p. 84. 
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Abbeys, people withdraw from, 
when rich, p. 107. 

Abigail, 120. 

Absalom, 78, 121. 

Adultery, a woman in purga- 
tory 100 years for, 66; a 
land punished becauEe the 
queen committed, 76. 

Ahab, 88. 

Altar, carnal sin on, 51. 

Amnon, 78, 121. 

Amon and Mardocheus, 86. 

Anjou, Emma Countess of, 1 36. 

Apemena, pride of, 83. 

Aquilea, Provost of, 186. 

Aragon, daughters of Ring of, 
19. 

Ark of God, manna in, 97. 

Athaliah, 89. 

Athens, unreasonable Duchess 
of, 99. 

Babylon, 129. 

Balam, 77. 

Bathsheba, David's sin with, 

57, 99. 
Bawd, a wife led to do wrong 

by a, 79. 
Beauty, natural and artificial, 

68. 
Black dogs, a woman was lost 

for keeping two, 29. 
Books, need of good, for the 

young, 118; our Knight's, 

1, 4, 115, 136, 205, Note to 

205/14. 



Boucicaut, 33, 158. 
Bourgueil, abbey of, 136. 
Breeches, worn by a wife to 

deceive her husband, 80. 
Brunehault, 90. 

Cato, the teachings of, 194. 

Cecile of Belleville, 192. 

Charity to orphans rewarded 
by God, 112; how a woman 
was saved by, 48 ; a woman 
lost for want of, 139; ex- 
ample of, 114. 

Charmylour, 158. 

Christ, carrying cross, 135 ; 
clearing of the Temple by, 
52; disputes with doctors, 
151; is seen by Simeon, 151; 
Mary washes his feet with 
tears, 131 ; his resurrection, 
142 ; turns water into wine, 
151. 

Churches, carnal sins in, 51, 52. 

Colophon, Caxton's, 205. 

Confession, danger of dying 
without, 183; a me^ms of 
releasing those bound by 
sin to the devil, 53; a 
woman's soul lost through 
neglecting, 13. 

Constantinople, tale of, 5. 

Courtesy, a good thing in 
women, 85. 

Covetousness, the effects of, on 
different people, 92. 

Cyprus, Queen o^ 110. 



INDEX OF SUBJECTS. 



265 



s, baroness, 154. 
57, 99, 120, 121. 
xxlies, appeared to pre- 
t wickedness, 67. 
f masses for, 49. 

., like a hook in fishing, 

den behind other things, 

; original cause of, 54 ; 

thief that comes unseen, 

K 

orah, 117. 

imark, tale of princesses of, 
5. 

/il, in form of toad, 139; 
service of, 53. 
.nah, sins of, 74. 
xrige, power of saying, 7. 
isobedience, sin of, 55. 
ogs, sin of daintily feeding 
pet> 28. 
)oye, symbol of God, 118. 
3ream, of a soul compared to 

a silver plate, 11. 
Dreams, of a knight and his 

lady, 43. 
Dress, ladies should imitate 
good women in, 30; new 
fashions in women's, 29, 63, 
64, 89, &c. 

Eating, difference between an- 
gels, men and animals in, 116. 

Education, good of, 118. 

Elisha, 124. 

Emperor, the two daughters of 
the, 5. 

Esther, 127, 150. 

Eve, the sins of, 54-62. 

Fasting, Nineveh saved by, 
1 3 ; enabled a dead body 
to speak, 10; kept a wo- 
man alive in a well, 1 1. 

Flatterers, the evil of having, 
95, 112. 

Fur, out of place on servants' 
clothes, 31. 



Gentle heart, a gentlewoman 
should have a, 20. 

Gibbet, Amon would have 
hanged Mardocheus on a, 
87. 

Gluttony, in a knight's daugh- 
ter, 8; good of avoiding, 
115; the beginning of other 
sins, 116. 

Good deeds, a mirror to the 
world, 105. 

Good manners, a wife chosen 
for her, 17. 

Good name, the value of a, 1 57. 

Greatness, inherited and a- 
chieved, B7. 

Hair, dyeing of, 70. 

Hair-shirt, wearing of, 69, 193. 

Helen, ravishing of, 174. 

Hell, Adam and Eve in, till 
the coming of Christ, 59; 
tortures of, 67, 68. 

Herod, 84, 104. 

Herodias, 104. 

Hester of Syria, 26. 

Holy men, the good of know- 
ing, 125. 

Horns, women wear, 63. 

Humility, examples of, 149; 
the beginning of friendship, 
14; enhanceth the poor, 
150. 

Husband, a woman fought in 
the stead of her, 120; not 
good for a woman to be 
away from her, 55; a wo- 
man should not answer with- 
out the advice of her, 56. 

Innocents, slaughter of, 104. 

Jacob, 107. 

Jezebel, history of, 88. 

Joash, 89. 

Job, example of, 103. 

John, son of Zachariah, 116. 
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Joseph, husband of Mary, 147. 
Joseph, Pharaoh's wife desires, 
76. 

Kings, book of, 128. 

Kissing, the parent of foul 
deeds, 185. 

Knight, books of our, 1, 4, 115, 
136, 205, Note to 205/ 14; 
his wife and he argue con- 
cerning lovers, 171 ; he goes 
to choose a wife, 18. 

Ejiight, how great honour was 
gained by a, 157. 

Lechery, caused eight cities 
to sink to hell, 71 ; cometh 
from lewd looking, 67; the 
devil tempts people to, 72. 

Leprosy, Moses's sister punish- 
ed with, 90. 

Life of the Fathers, book called, 
63, 133, 165, 186. 

Light manners, a maid lost 
her marriage by, 18. 

Looking-glass, how the devil 
appeared in a, 45. 

Lot's wife, an example to those 
who sin after confession, 71 ; 
unnatural sin of his daugh- 
ters, 72. 

Magpie, a woman betrayed to 
her husband by a, 22. 

Maidservant, punishment of a 
false, 73. 

Mans, countess of, 29. 

Maries, the three, 144. 

Marriage, Qod's laws concern- 
ing, 49; ordained of Qod, 
164. 

Martha, sister of Mary, 1 34. 

Mary Magdalene, 1 1 0, 1 3 1 , 1 44. 

Mary, sister of Moses, 90. 

Mary, virgin, 146, 149, 151. 

Mass, people should not be 
hindered from, 44; people 



should not talk at, 40; the 
devil wrote down all that 
was said at, 40. 

Meekness, an unfaithful hus- 
band regained by, 24; re* 
warded by Qod, 91. 

Men, how they deceive wo- 
men, 2, 33. 

Merchants, trial of wives by, 
26. 

Midian, daughter of, 78. 

Miracle, at a mass, 153; of 
the bread at mass leaping 
into a lady's mouth, 46 ; in 
the church of Beaulieu, 51 ; 
in an abbey in Poitou, 52. 

Moab's daughters and Israel,7 7. 

Monk, punishment of lasciyiouB, 
71. 

Moses, 90, 111. 

•Naboth, history of, 88. 
Naples, chit)nicles of, 75. 
Nero, 144. 

Nineveh, King of, 13. 
Noah's flood, caused by women's 
vanity, 62, 68. 

Paganism, origin of, 72. 
Painting the h.ce, punished in 

hell with hot pitch, &c., 68. 
Parchment, used by the devil 

to write on, 42. 
Parents, should pray for their 

children, 108; tiie sin of, 

injures children, 101. 
Patience, rewarded by Qod, 

103. 
Patrides, a knight, 1 42. 
Penitence, an example of the 

good of, 131. 
Phanona, wife of Archana, 91. 
Pier de Luge, Sir, 158. 
Pilgrimages, evil conduct on, 

47-50. 
Poor, clothing the, 65. 
Prayer, inattention at, 1 5. 
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Praying, man's first and last 
work every day, 6 ; a maid 
saved from fornication by, 6. 

Preachers, cruelly treated, 113. 

Pride, men come of mean de- 
gree should not have, 87; 
fall of angels due to, 64, 149. 

Priests, libidinous, 76, 126. 

Prior, a roper's wife commits 
adultery with a, 82. 

Proverbs. See under Phrases 
and Proverbs, pp. 264-63. 

Pulling the hair out, a woman 
punished in hell for, 67. 

Purgatory, will purge out but 
one sin every seven years, 66. 

Queen Blanche, 29. 
Queen of Cyprus, 110. 
Queen of Greece, 6. 
Queen Jeanne of France, 153. 
Queen Radegonde, 113. 
Queen of Sheba, 121. 
Queen Vasty s, 85. 

Bachel, 109. 

Raguel, 102. 

Bahab of Jericho, 112. 

Baoul de Luge, Sir, 158. 

Rebecca, 106, 185. 

Rome, chroniclesof, 1 44, Note to 
p. 120/27 ; emperor of, 123, 
144; senator of, 120, 125. 

Roper's wife, a false, 79. 

Ruth, 119. 

Saintre (Sarmitre), 1 58. 

Saints, example of, 83; legends 
of, 144; Anastatia, 113; 
Bernard and his sister, 39 ; 
Brice, 42; Cecilia, 152; 
Elisabeth, 112,152; Elisa- 
beth, mother of St. John, 
131, 149; Eustatius, 104; 
John, 40; John the Baptist, 
104, 149; Katharine of 
Alexandria, 117; Lewis, 29; 



Luce, 1 52 ; Martin of Tours, 
41 ; Michael and the Devil 
weighing the deeds of the 
dead, 65; Radegonde (Ara- 
gon), 113. 

Samson, and Delilah, 92 ; the 
riddles of, 96; upbringing 
of, 114. 

Sara, daughter of Raguel, 102, 
125. 

Sarah, wife of Abraham, 105. 

Schechem, sins of, 74. 

School, young women should 
be put to, 117. 

Servant maid, punished for 
leading her mistress wrong, 
73. 

Sheba, Queen of, 121. 

Sibyl, 90, Note to 9O/5. 

Sickness, sent by God to show 
sin, 50. 

Simeon, 151. 

Sins — gluttony, 53 ; avarice, 
53; usury, 53; lying, 53; 
listening to temptation, 55 ; 
longing for evil, 57 ; touch- 
ing evil things, 58; attempt- 
ing to excuse wrong-doing, 
61 ; proper way of confess- 
ing, 62. 

Sisana, 95. 

Sodom and Gomorrah, 71. 

Solomon, foolish mother of, 99; 
judgement of, 100; Queen 
of Sheba and, 121 ; wisdom 
of, 85. 

Soul, compared to a silver 
plate, 11. 

Spain, gestes of, 19. 

Squire, tale of eggs laid by, 96. 

Step-sons, women should love 
their, 122. 

Stories, good teaching for men 
and women, 4. 

Susannah, 129. 

Swineherd, a lord made his 
wife to eat with the, 95. 



268 



INDEX OF 8UBf£CT8. 



Tales, origing of oar, 82. 
Talking too much, the danger 

of, 16. 
Tamar, sins of, 74, 78. 
Toad, found holding the heart 

of a dead woman, 139. 
Tobit, 102. 
Troy, fall of, 174. 
Tuniing the whole body, not 

only the face, 15. . 

Uriah, David kills, 67, 99. 

Vanity of dress, where it pleases 
one, it displeases twenty, 64; 
caused Noah's flood, 62. 

Vanity in dress sent a ^night's 
wife to hell, 65. 

Vastys, disobedience of Queen, 
85. 

Venus, origin of, 173; perver- 
sions due to, 169 ; wiles of, 
173, 174, 180. 

Virgins, wise and foolish, 145. 

Vision, of St. Michael and the 
devil weighing a woman, 65 ; 
of the Virgin Mary, and of 
hell, 48 ; of a hermit who 
went to Aquileia, 187. See 
Dream. 

Vitas Patrum, see liife of the 
Fathers. 

Wager, of three merchants 

about their wives, 26. 
White dove, representing God, 

found in the heart of a boy, 

118. 
Widowhood, virtue of chaste, 

154-6. 
Wine, dyeing hair with, 70; 

ill-efifects of drinking too 

much, 116; miracle of the 

marriage, 151. 



Wise serviants, advantage of 
having, 73. 

Wives, choosing of, 15, 18, 19, 
165; duty to husbands of, 
60, 61, 79-86, 120, 128; 
have part with their hus- 
bands in good and evil, 61 ; 
husbands' lechery cured by 
gentle, 23 ; should eat with 
their husbands, 94; should 
love their husbands' friends, 
119; should not give bad 
counsel to husbands, 60; 
trial of, 26, 96, 193, 197, 
203. 

Woman, stealing of eel by, 22. 

Women, creation of, 1 63/19; 
culture of, 118; fasting of, 
10 ; how men can confound, 
34; perilof gay, 35; public 
quarrelling by, 126; punish- 
ment of adulterous, 162; 
punishment of vain, 37, 67- 
69; quarrelsome, 20, 23, 25, 
32; reception of visitors by, 
140 ; should be humble and 
courteous, 98, 150; should 
dress well on holy-days, 37 ; 
should not alter their visage 
from what God made it, 65, 
68, 70; should not go alone 
to feasts, 35; should not 
take too long to dress, 45, 
nor be proud of their ap- 
parel, 39, 64; should not 
wax proud of what God 
gives, 91 ; should not wed 
men of lower estate, 178; 
should not remain alone with 
a man, 55; vain plucking of 
hair from brows by, 67. 

Wrangling, the folly of, 21, 32. 

Zachariah, 116. 



MSS. and Books that Editors a/re wanted for. 



Among the MSS. and old books which need copying or re-editing, are : — 



ORIGINAL SERIES. 



English Inventories and other MSS. in Canterbury 
Cathedral (5th Report, Hist. MSS. Com.). 

Maumetrie, from Lord ToUemache's MS. 

The Romance of Troy. Harl. 525, Trentham. 

Biblical MS., Corpus Cambr. 484 (ab. 1375). 

Hampole's unprinted Works. 

]>e Clowde of Unknowyng, from Harl. MSS. 
2378, 959, Bibl. Reg. 17 C. 26, &c. Univ. Coll. 
Oxf. 14. 

A Lanteme of Li^t, from Harl. MS. 2324. 

Sonle*hele, from the Vernon MS. 

'Lydgate's unprinted Works. 

Boethins de Consol. ; Pilgrim, 1426, &c. &c. 

Early Treatises on Music: Descant, the 
Gamme, &c. 

Skelton's englishing of Biodoms Sicnlus. 

Boethius, in prose, MS. Auct. F. 3. 5, Bodley. 

Penitential Psalms, by Rd. Maydenstoon, Bramp- 
ton, &c. (Rawlinson, A. 389, Douce 232, Ac). 

Documents from the early Registers of the 
Bishops of all Dioceses in Great Britain. 

Ordinances and Documents of the City of 
Worcester. 

T. Breus's Passion of Christ, 1422. Harl. 2338. 

Jn. Crophill or Crephill's Tracts, Harl. 1735. 

Burgh's Cato. 

Memoriale Credencium, &c., Harl. 2398. 

Book for Recluses, Harl. 2372. 

Lollard Theological Treatises, Harl. 2343, 2330, 

•Src. 



H. Selby's Northern Ethical Tract, Harl. 23Sg, 
art. 20. 

Hilton's Ladder of Perfection, Cott. Faust. 
B. 6, &c. 

Supplementary Early English Lives of Saints» 
Select Prose Treatises from the Vernon MS. 
Metrical Homilies, Edinburgh MS. 
Lyrical Poems from the Fairfax MS. 16, ibc. 
Prose Life of St. Audry, a. d. 1595, Corp. Oxf. 120. 
English Miscellanies from MSS., Corp. Oxford. 
Miscellanies from Oxford College MSS. 
Disce Mori, Jesus Coll. Oxf. 39 ; Bodl. Laud 99. 
Mirrour of the blessed lijf of Diesu Crist. MSS. 

of Sir Hy. Ingilby, Bart., Lord Aldenham, Univ. 

Coll. Oxf. 128, &c. 
Poem on Virtues and Vices, &c., Harl. 2260. 
Maundevyle's Legend of Gwydo, Queen's, Oxf. 

383. 
Book of Warrants of Edw. VL, &c., Xew Coll. 

Oxf. 328. 
Adam Loutfaf s Heraldic Tracts, Harl. (U49-50. 
Rules for Gunpowder and Ordnance, Harl. 

6355. 
John Watton's englisht Speculum Christian!, 

Corpus, Oxf. 155, Laud G. 12, Thoresby 530, Harl. 

2250, art. 20. 
Verse and Prose in Harl. MS. 4012. 
The Englisht Disciplina Pastoralis, and 

Statutes of Black Roger, in Worcester Cathe- 
dral MS. 172. 



EXTRA SERIES. 



Erie of Tolous. 

Ypotis. 

Sir Eglamoure. 

Sir Gowther. 

Dame Siriz, &c. 

Orfeo (Digby, 86). 

Dialogues between the Soul and Body. 

Barlaam and Josaphat. 

Amis and Amiloun. 

Ipomedon. 

Sir Generides, from Lord ToUemache's MS. 

The Troy.Book fragments once cald Barbour's, in 

the Cambr. Univ. Library and Douce MSS. 
Poems of Charles, Duke of Orleans. 
Carols and Songs. 
Songs and Ballads, Ashmole MS. 48. 



The Siege of Rouen, from Harl. MSS. 2256; 753, 

Egerton 1995, Bodl. 3562, E. Museo 124, Ac. 
Octavian. Ywain and Gawain. 
Libeaus Desconus. 
Aunturs of Arther. 
Sir Perceval of Gallas. 
Sir Isumbras. 

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Queen's Coll. Oxf. 357. 
Other Pilgrimages to Jerusalem, Harl. 2333, &c. 
Horn, Penitential Psalms, &c., Queen's Coll. 

Oxf. 207. 
St. Brandan's Confession, Queen's Coll. Oxf. 210. 
Scotch Heraldry Tracts, copy of Caxton's Book 

of Chivalry, &c.. Queen's Coll. Oxford 161. 
Stevyn Scrope's Doctryne and Wysedome of 

the Auncyent Philosophers, a.d. 1450, Harl. 

223f. 



The Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is £1 Is, a year for the 
Obiginal Series, and £1 Is. for the Extra Series, due in advance on the 1st of January, 
and should be paid by Cheque, Postal Order, or Money Order, crost * Union of London 
and Smith's Bank,' to the Hon. Secretary, W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67 Victoria Rd., Finsbury 
Park, London, N. Members who want their Texts posted to them, must add to their 
prepaid Subscription Is. for the Original Series, and Is. for the Extra Series, yearly. The 
Society's Texts are also sold separately at the prices put after them in the Lists ; but 
Members can get back-Texts, at one-third less than the List-prices by sending the cash for 
them in advance to the Hon. Secretary* 
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ORIGINAL SERIES. 

The Publications for 1906 tci?i he : — 

130. The English Register of Crodstow Nunnery, edited from the 3188. by the Rev. Dr. A. Cluk. 

Part II. 15«. 

131. The Bmt, or The Chronicles of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Part I. Iftf. 

132. John Metham's Works, edited from the nnique MS. by Dr. Hardin Craig, and given by the owner of 

theM8. 

The Publications for 1907 and 1908 tdll he chosen from : — 

133. The Oseney Cartulary, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. {^At Pi-ess. 

134. The Coventry Leet Book, edited by Mias M. Dormer Harris. Part I. [At Press, 

The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Part III. 
An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part III. 
Twenty-six Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102, &c., ed. by Dr. J. Kail. Part II. 
The Laud Troy-Book, edited from the unique MS. Laud 595, by Dr. J. Ernst Wiilfing, Part III. 

The Old-English Rule of Bp. Chrodegang, and the Capitula of Bp. Theodnlf, ed. Prof. Napier, FLD. 

[AtPni 
Robert of Brunne's Handlyng Synne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr. Famivall. Fart III 
The Alliterative Siege of Jerusalem, edited by Prof. B. KOlbing, Ph.D., and Prof. Kaluza, Ph.D. [At Pm. 
Alain Chartier's Quadrilogue, englisht, edited from the unique MS. by Prof. J, W. H. Atkina^ MJL 
Minor Poems of tht Vernon MS. Part III. Introduction and Grlossary by H. Hartley, M.A. 
Sir David Lyndesay's Works. Part VI. and last. Edited by the Rev. Wm. Bayne, M. A. [At Prm. 
Jacob's Well, edited from the unique Salisbury Cathedral MS. by Dr. A. Btandeia. Part II. [At Pna. 
Vices and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 a. d., ed. Prof. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part II. [At Pm 

The Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-ed. from the unique MS., by Prof. GoUancz, H.A. FaitH 

[AtP< 
Prayers and Devotions, from the unique MS. Cotton Titus C. 19, ed. Hy. Littlehales, Esq. [Copied. 
North-English Metrical Homilies, from Ashmole MS. 42, &g., ed. 6. H. Gerould, D.Litt. 
Vegetius on the Art of War, edited from the MSS. by L. C, Wharton, M.A. 
Shirley's Book of Gode Maners, edited from the unique MS. by Hermann Oelsner, Ph.D. 
The Wars of Alexander the Great, Thornton MS., ed. by J . E. Westlake, M.A., and L. A. Magnus, LLP. 



EXTRA SERIES. 

The Publications for 1906 (one guinea) are : — 

XCIV. Respublica,a Play on Social England in Q. Mary's reign, a.d. 1553, ed. Leonard A. Magnus, LL.K '^ 

XCV. The Legend of the Holy Grail, by Miss Dorothy Kempe, Pt. V of Lovelich's History fM 
Grail, e^ 

XCVI. Myrc's Festial, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Brbe. Part I. 12s. 

The Publications for 1906 (one guinea) will be : — . 
XCVII. Lydgate's Troy-Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part I. 15». [At P'" 
XCVI II. Skelton's Mag^nificence, edited by Dr. Robert L. Ramsay, >vith an Introduction. 7s, 6d. [At P 
XCIX. Emare, re-edited from the MS. by Miss Edith Rickert, Pli.D. 7s. Qd. [At Press, 

The Publications for 1907 and 1908 will be chosen from : — 
The Harrowing of Hell, four parallel texts, re-edited by Prof. Hulme, M.A., Ph.D. [At Press. 
Lydgate's Troy-Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part II. 
Lydgate's Siege of Thebes, re-edited from the MSS. by Prof. Dr. A. Erdmann. [At Press. 
The Owl and Nightingale, 2 Texts parallel, ed. G. F. H. Sykes, Esq. [At Press. 
Ballads, Carols, &c., from J. Hyde's MS. Balliol 354, edited by Dr. R. Dyboaki. 
Myrc's Festial, edited from tlie best MSS. by Dr. Erbe. Part II. 
William of Shoreham's Poems, re-edited by Dr. M. Konrath. Pai-t II. [At Press. 
The Non-Cycle Miracle Plays, re-edited by O. Waterhouse, B. A. 

Melusine, the prose Romance, from the unique MS., ab. 1500, ed. A. K. Donald, B.A, Part II. lAt Pru'- 
Lovelich's Romance of Merlin, edited from the unique MS. by Dr. E. A, Kock. Part II. 
Promptorium Parvulorum, c. 1440, from the Winchester MS., ed. Rev. A. L. Mayhew, M.A. Part I. [At P --i 
Lydgate's Dance of Death, edited from the MSS. by Miss Florence Warren. 

Wynk3m de Worde's English and French Phrase-book, etc., edited by Hermann Oelsner, Pb.P- 
Secreta Secretorum: three prose Englishings, ab. 1440, ed. R. Steele, B.A, Part II. [At Press. 
The Craft of Nombrynge, the earliest English Treatise on Arithmetic, ed. B. Steele, B.A. [At P'<i 

The Book of the Foundation of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London, MS. ab. 1425, ed. Dr. Nonui 

Moore. [Set, 

Caxton's Mirror of the World, with 27 Woodcuts, edited by O. H. Prior, M.A, 

The Chester Plays, Part II, re-edited by Dr. Matthews. [At Press. 

Lichfield Gilds, ed. Dr. F. J. Fnrnivall : Introduction by Prof. E. C. K. Conner. iText done, 

John Hart's Orthographic, from his unique MS. 1551, and his black-letter text, 16fl9. ed. Prof. CW 
Jespersen, Ph.D. 

John Hart's Methode to teach Reading, 1570, ed. Prof. Otto Jespersen, Ph.D. 
Extracts from the Rochester Diocesan Registers, ed. Hy. Littlehales, Esq. 
The Tnree Kings' Sons, Part II, French coUation, Introduction, &c., by Dr. L. Kelhier 
"sntry Plays, re-edited from the unique MS. by Dr. Matthews. 
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